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LETTER XXIX. 

Weston-FaveU^ March 1745—6. 

D£AR Sir, — In a former letter I considered. 
Whether the blessed Spirit is really a distinct person : 
— whether this person is truly and properly God ? 
It appeared from a variety of Scriptures, that both 
these questions were to be resolved in the affirmative. 
These preliminaries beinj^ settled, I would hope, 
with some perspicuity of reason and strength of 
argument, I now proceed, in consequence of my 
engagement, to examine Mr Tomkins's objections 
against the received custom of addressing divine 
worship to this divine Being. 

The author, I freely acknowledge, writes with a 
great appearance of integrity ; with a calm and de- 
cent spirit of controversy ; and with a very plausible 
air of truth. As the subject of his inquiry is of the 
highest dignity and importance, as his method of 
managing the debate is, to say the least, by no 
means contemptible, I cannot forbear expressing 
some surprise, that none of the ingenious dissenters 
to whom the piece is particularly inscribed, have 
thought proper to interest themselves in the dispute, 
and either confute what is urged, or else (like per- 
sons of that inviolable attachment to the pure scrip- 
tural worship which they profess) recede from the 
use of their allowed doxologies. 

VOL. VI. A 
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For my part, as I firmly believe it a proper prac- 
tice to Tvorship the Son, as we worship the Father, 
and to worship the Holy Ghost, as we worship the 
other persons of the undivided Trinity, I am so far 
from disapproving, that I admire our customary 
doxology, and think it a very noble and instructive 
part of our sacred service. Noble, because it exhi* 
bits one of the grand mjrsteries, and glorious pecu* 
liarities of the gospel ; instructive, because it so fre- 
quently reminds the worshipper of a point which it 
so greatly concerns him to believe, and which is fitted 
to inspire the brightest^ the strongest hopes, of final, 
of complete salvation. 

But lest this persuasion should be deemed the 
crude production of early prejudice, rather than the 
mature fruit of sedate consideration, we will very 
readily hear whatever can be alleged against it; and 
not willingly secrete one objection, or misrepresent 
one argument, occurring in the inquiry. 

<< Let it be supposed," says our author, ^ that the 
Holy l^irit is one of the persons of the Godhead ; 
I still qoery. What warrant Christians have for a 
direct and distinct worship of this third person in* 
the Godhead?' (page 1.) I should think there caa 
be no. reasonable doubt, whether worship is to he 
paid to the Divinity. Thou shait worship the Lord 
thy. God, is a law of incontestable authority, and eter- 
nal obligatiQD. As for the circumstances of worship 
included in its being direct, this cannot alter the case, 
nor render the practice improper. According to my 
apprehension, all true and genuine worship is direct. 
If it be addressed to the divine object at secood 
hand, it has more of the nature of idolatry than 
worship. Such is the religious foppery of the Pa-i 
piata, who will not apply directly to the Father of 
everlasting compassion, but adore God as it were by 
proxy. With regard to the distinctness of the wcq-- '^} 
ship, this depends entirely upon the Scripture's dis* '-^ 
tioguishing their persons. If this be clearly done, ^-^ 
the distinctness of worship is properly authorized^ '|>i 
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and the fitness of it follows of opurae* If the inspired 
i^riters assure us that the Father is God^ this is a 
sufficient warrant to pay divine honours to the Fa« 
ther. If the inspired writers affirm that the Son ia 
Gody this is a sufficient around for ascribinff divine 
honours to the Son. If the same inspired writers 
declare that the Holy Ghost is God, we need na 
clearer warrant, nor can we have a louder eM, to 
pay him our devetttest homage. In a word, it is 
the voice of reason, it is the command of Scripture, 
it is* founded on the. unalterable relation of things,, 
that worship, direct worship, distinct worship, all 
worship^ be rendered to the Deity* So that the 
divudty €d the Holy Ghost, exclusive of any aposto* 
li^ precept or example, is an incomparably better 
reason for ftscribing divine honours to this sacred 
person, than the bare want of such precept or exam- 
ple can be a reason to justify the omission, or con* 
demn the performance of it. 

I am no advocate for hnplicit faith in any human 
determination or opinion. Should I see whole sects, 
or whole churches in a glaring error, such as I can 
prove from Scripture to be palpably wrong, and of 
pernicious tendency, I would make no scruple to 
remonstrate, dissent, and enter my protest. But in 
a case, which Mr Tomkins himself (page 2. line 19.) 
allows to be of a dubious nature^ where I have no 
positive proof from God's holy word that the prac- 
tice is unlawful or improper; I cannot but appre- 
hend, that it becomes a* modest person, diffident of 
his own judgment, to acquiesce in the general, the 
lon^continued usage of all the churches. This is 
ur^ed by an inspired writer as a forcible motive for 
rejecting a practice; and why should not I admit it 
as a motive of weight for adhering to a practice? 
We have no such custom, neither the churches of 
God» (1 Cor. xi. 16.) was an apostolical argument. 
And in an instance where y/e are not precluded by 
any prohibition of Scripture, I think the reasoning 
is equally conclusive if dianged to the affirmativ 
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We have such a custom, and the churches of God* 
Was I to settle my opinion, and adjust my conduct 
with regard to such a point, I should be inclined to 
argue in the following manner : I catinot bring one 
text from the sacred writings which forbids the 
usage ; and as it is unanimously practised by devout 
persons of almost every denomination, as it has been 
the received, the uninterrupted practice of the Chris* 
tian church for more than a thousand years; who 
am I, that I should disturb the peace, or separate 
mysdf from the communion of the church, for a 
procedure which such multitudes of excellent per- 
sons maintain to be consonant, and which I cannot 
prove to be contrary, to the sense of Scripture? 
Who am I, that I should fancy myself to have more 
of the mind of God than the whole untted church 
of true believers, ' eminent saints, and illustrious 
martyrs ? 

<< But there is no precept for this worship in Scrip«- 
ture," (page 1.) and Dr Owen affirms, << That a 
divine command is the ground" (he means, I presume^ 
the only ground, or else the quotation is nothing to 
our author's purpose) << of all worship," (page 25.) 
Dr Owen's character, I own, is considerable, as well 
as his assertion peremptory ; but yet I cannot pre- 
vail on myself to submit to his ipse dixit as an 
oracle, nor reverence his judgment as infallible. I 
would ask the Doctor, What divine command the 
Heathens ever received to worship the blessed God? 
1 know of no verbal or written precept. But they 
saw their warrant included in their wants ; they per- 
ceived their obligation resulting from the divine attri- 
butes. Will Dr Owen maintain, tliat no worship 
was expected from the Pagans ? that they had been 
blameless, and acted according to the principles of 
their duty, if they had withheld all acts of veneration 
from the Deity ? No, surely. St Paul, in declaring 
them faulty for not worshipping the Almighty in 
such a rational manner as was suitable to his pure 
-"^d exalted nature, clearly intimates, that it was their 



duty both to worship, and to worship aright. It is 
not said by the apostle^ though it is the consequence 
of the Doctor's position^ that they ought to have re> 
frained from. all worship, and not have meddled with 
matters of devotion, till they received an authen« 
tic warrant from revelation. The inspired casuist 
gnNinds his duty, in this particular, upon the eter- 
nal power and Godhead (Rom. i. 20.) of the Supreme 
Being, which were discoverable by the exercise of 
their understandings, and from a survey of the crea* 
tion. In conformity to the apostle's sentiments, I 
should rather place the foundation of religious wor* 
ship, in the glories, the mercies, the unsearchable 
riches, of the aUniffhty Majesty. These, together 
with the relation which dependent creatures bear to 
this all-producing, all-sustaining, infinitely beneficent 
God, are the grand warrant to authorize addresses 
of adoration. These are reasons prior to all express 
revelations, and would have subsisted if actual com- 
mands had never been given. If this be not true^ 
what will become of all natural religion? Scripture, 
indeed, has declared explicitly the binding nature of 
these motives ; Scripture, like a sacred herald, has 
promulgated what God foreordained, what reason 
had decreed, what necessarily flowed from the habi- 
tudes of persons and things. Or, to represent the 
point in another light, the perfections of the God- 
head are the original, the inviolable obligation to all 
expressions of homage and devotion : to ratify this 
obligation, and impart to it all possible solemnity 
and sanction. Scripture has added the broad seal <n 
heaven. If this be right reason, and if the Holy 
Ghost be really God, bis all-sufficient excellencies, 
and my state of dependence, are a proper license, or 
rather a virtual mandamus, for the applications of 
prayer and the ascriptions of praise. Grant this 
one proposition relating to the divinity of the bless- 
ed Spirit, and admit that his eternal power and 
Oodhead ^re a sufficient ground for religious wor- 
ship, and we shall find ourselves unavoidably deter 
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Biined. We sunt rebel sgniost oar i^ason, inwt 
violate the dictates ofour coiisci^iae^ mast aetm <n>* 
poeitioii, act to <xie fMtrtacular text^ but to the main 
tenor and scope of the whole Scripture^ if we >do not 
render all the service, yield atl the reverence due to 
a glorious Bring, in wham we H^ move, and exist* 
But still we are told, in various places, again «id 
again we are told, *< That there is no express war- 
rant." Prodigious stress 4s laid upon this word er- 
press ; the whole force of the objection SQems to ter* 
minate on this point. There is no express warrant, 
therefore it is on unwarrantable practice. Bor^my 
MTt, I have not discernment enouirh to perceive the 
^ondmiveoe« of this «r«.ine. I Trast ^ Im^ to 
deny the consequence of sach a ayilognin. For if 
the sense of various Scriptures has made it a dntv^ 
tbisis warrant lenough, though it be not particulany 
enjoined, or tolerated in form. This maxim our 
ingenious author will admit in ^ker ca^es^ imd wiiy 
not in the present ? There is no express command to 
add any prayer at the celebration of baptkm. WiMti 
our Lord instituted the ordinanoe, he only ddivers 
the form of initiation into the Christian chfureb, witb- 
out any prescription i«iatinglo coocomitaDt prayer. 
When Philip administered this sacraro«nt to die 
eunuch, there is jso mention of any address to die 
Almighty, pertinent to the occasion. I cannot re- 
collect, that any of the holy writers either inform the 
wor\A that they practised' such a method tbeassehreS) 
or so much as intimate that diey would advise 
others, in succeedinff ages, to accompany this aolem- 
nity with suitable dksvotions. But though we have 
no positive injunction, we have the reasonaUeness 
of the thing for our plea. Other Scriptures, that 
virtually, though not explicitly recommend it, are 
^ur warrant. In ev^y thing, sajrs St Paul, let j^our 
requests be made known unto God ; consequently, 
in this sacred and important thing. 

I must again deelane, that I can by no means as- 
cent to our autiu^'s grand postuiatnm. That nothing 



wtbe W]r tof 4iviii9 wonbip » allowablei bnt wfaat 
Iras jea cxpiseas^wamuit from Scripture. BecaMe tiv- 
4mel ynanrmKta are iparranta ; conasqaenlbl w a rr a nts 
are warrante. Our objector miMt maintain thk in 
aome inatanees^ and why ahoold he disclaim it in 
jotfaers ? To -be conmtent in conduct it aurely casen * 
tial to the character of an impartial inqairer after 
^mtb. Sbali such on one lometrmea reject an argn* 
meat as weak and inaignifioant, because it happens 
•to be iHative only, and not direct ; and at other tianes 
orge it us cogent and irrefragable ? I will auntion 
ene very memorable partienlar of tfata nature ; that 
i% the caae of the Lord's day. Why does Mr Tom- 
kins transfer the sanctification of a particular day 
.from the seventh to the first ? Has he any express 
command in Scripture, any express warrant from 
.S er ip t are fer this alteration ? If he has, let him pro- 
'dace it. I most own, I hare none but oonseqaen- 
tiftl warrants; wammta formed upon condusions, 
and derived from aoSMt remaricable acriptnres ; but 
'tbeae not near so avraerous, nor near ao pondenMis, 
«s^ose which concur to establish the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost. Mow, if an express warrant be not 
-needful in theove;, why ahould it be ao rigorously 
insisted on in the <^l»r dirty ? If tlien this leading 
principle of our anthor^s be false or pFecarioiis, what 
tmth, what certamtv can there be in any, in all his 
deduction^ from it ? If the groundwork be unsub- 
fitasntbl, -aiMi the foundation fiill, what solidity can 
tliere be in the superstructure ? how can the build- 
ing stand ? Possibly Mr Tomkins may reply, *<.the 
axataphe of the primitive church determines this 
point.'' We find, it was the custom of the earliest 
-antiquity to observe the Christian sabbath on the 
first day of the week ; and therefore have very good 
reason to believe that the nsage was established by 
aportolical authority. And may not I tay the same 
With xegard to the custom of ascribing glory, and 
rendering adoration, to the third persofv of the Tri- 
ittty ? Jintin Martyr^ the most ancient and auihe*^ 
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tic apologist for Cbristranityy who h next in su^ 
cetsion, and next in credit to the patres aposioliei: 
he declares expressfy^ Tliat it was the received cus- 
tom of the Christian church, in his days, to worship 
the Holy Ghost. His words are; nnvfut w^i»pvtt»n mv 
^«ffr« A«yv TtfMtfAtf, mf^i^9ii$fuf. You perceive, he not only 
avows the thing, but vindicates its reasonableness and 
propriety. Perhaps some captious critic may insW 
nuate, that it is matter of doubt, whether the word 
rtfutftit implies divine, honours. I waive all attempts 
to prove this point from the original of the New Tes- 
tament, because, to obviate such an objection, we have 
another passage to produce from the same saint, 
father, and martyr, nm^M st^^hitixm r«S«^l« «» ^^^^ 
xpfitfttfy ApoL 1. Can any expressions be imagined 
more forcible in their signification, or more apposite 
to our purpose ? They import the highest acts of 
adof'ation, and yet they describe the regards which 
were paid by the purest antiquity tathe Holy Ghost. 
Will it still be suggested, that Justin makes no men- 
tion of offering up prayers, or addressing praises ? I 
answer, This be must certainly mean, because no one 
can be said nfitv^tu luu v^wttvntf tw &uf n t« npft^Mi, who 
withholds praise, or restrains prayer^ These parti- 
cular instances are as necessarily ifripHed in those 
general terms, as the species is included in the genus. 
You will please to observe, that this amounts to a 
great deal more than Mr Tomkins, (page il.)^ not 
very ingenuously, suggests, viz. << a few hints that 
learned men have found, in the primitive ages, of the 
ascription of praise to the Holy Ghost." It seems 
also entirely to overthrow what, in another place, be 
advances (page 36.) not very consistently with truth, 
viz. ^< That there is so little appearance of the obser- 
vance of such a custom, &r so many ages of the 
Christian chiirdh." Few hints and little ^>pearance ! 
Can a clear and determinate declaration, made by a 
writer of the most unquestionable veracity, concern- 
ing the unanimous, the universal practice oS the 
ancient ^urch ; can this evidence, with any. fairness 
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or equity* be rated at the diminntive degree of hinta, 
and little appearance? 

As to what isgremarked relating to the corruption 
of the early writers, the interpolations, or akerationa 
made by careless transcribers, (page 17.)t this seems 
to be a most empty and jejune insinuation. It is 
what will serve any side of any debate. It is op- 
posing hypothesis to &ct; precarious and unsup- 
ported hypothesis, to clear and undeniable fact. 
This sure is catching, not at a twjg, but at a shadow* 
I never could like Dr Bentley's oscitantia ei haUuci" 
natio librariorwfif even in his animadver^i<ms on heap 
then authors ; because it was an outcry fitted for any 
occasion, a charge ever ready at hand, and equaliv 
suited to discountenance truth or detect error ; much 
less can I think it sufficient to overthrow the testi* 
mony, or invalidate the authenticity of our ancient 
Christian writers. Would a bare innuendo, (and Mr 
Tomkins's is no more), and thatfrom an interested per- 
son, without any the least shew of proof; would this 
be admitted, in a court of judicature, to supersede the 
plain, the solemn deposition of a credible witness ? 
Supersede it ! Quite the reverse. It would convince 
the judge, and teach the jury, that the cause must 
be extremely y^rong, utterly insupportable, since ar- 
tifices so weak and transparently fallacious were used 
in its defence. 

But it is frequently objected, that no mention is 
made, no warrant is to be found for distinct worship. 
The afore-cited writer, and the whole Scripture, is 
silent upon the article of distinct worship. And the 
reader is led to suppose, that there is some mighty 
difference between distinct and I know not what 
other kind of worship. Why does our anthor harp 
so incessantly upon this string ? whence sueh irrecon- 
cileable aversion to this quality of worship ? One 
would alasost suspect he was conscious that some 
wordiip should be paid, but could not digest the 
doctrine^ nor submit to the payment of distinct wor- 
ship. I mostreply^ csM^e for all, that if any worship 

a2 
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be due, distioct worship csnnot be iupropec; Btucfa 
more if all worship (which, I appii^iend» is iaclndad 
•in Justin's words, and ibilovs £n0tn die Ahrinky of 
the blessed Spirit) be requisite, dtstinetwoinhip cao- 
not be unwarrantable* 

Another grand argument urged bj our ifiqnMrer'i% 
** That the apostles, as far as appears, never pnicdtad 
this wordiip of tbe Holy Ghost tfaemsriTes, nor ve- 
commended it to others," (page 2«) HediouU, lay 
M flieans, have printed as Jkr as appears in Itaiics 
<ir eapitals ; because then the reader would haveap- 
•prehended more «aaily the uncertain foandation on 
wliich the reasoning is biubL Bat though this par- 
ticular, relating to the practice of the apostles, does 
aiot appear one way or the olber, yet our author, 
in bis 4th page, and elsewhere, condttdes finpn it 
as assuredly as if it stood upoo authentic record. 
** Eor," says he, " if we admit that the reasoQ of 
things i« sufficient to establish thn practice^ it vill 
prove too much." It will undoubtedly, if it proYes 
any tliing, prore it a duty to pay such worship to 
the Holy Spirit; and coofiequently, tfaat4.1ie apoatles 
were defective^ either iti not seeing this naason of 
thiu^ as well as we^ or not praetissug according to 
it. rHoes he not here suppose the apostolical x>mi6- 
isioo ail acknowledged, undoubted point, which, a 
few lines before, he had confessed to he dubious and 
iUnapparent ? 

However, not to insist upon this little aeif'ContnH 
dicti^'filiip, I would aak. What reason has Mr Tieta- 
Jkias tacoixelude, that the aposUes omitted this usage 
which the Christian cbur/ehes have adopted ? Do 
ihey ever declare, or 'S0 luiich as hint, that they are 
delermioed tp omit it i Do they ever caution tfasir 
cmiyerts i^aiust it as a dangerous error ? la there 
any such meiDorial preserved, or any such oamnt 
lodged in their aeeret writings ? Now, to argne in 
our author's strain, If it wa9 so unjustifiable a thing 
to address praise, or put up prayer to the Holy 
phost, there could not be a m^tB imibsaiy precan- 
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tioD than that the apottlesp those careful instructors, 
should have warned their people of the mistake, es- 
pecially since it was so extremely probable, so al- 
most iinavoidabIe» that they would fiill into it. For 
I appeal to the whole world, whether a considerate 
jperson would not naturally judge it reasonable, whe- 
ther a devout person would not- feel a forcible incli- 
jiBtion, to worship that venerable Name into which 
lie was baptized; and to praise that beneficent Being, 
who is the author of so many inestimable blessings. 
Yet though this is so apparently natural, such as the 
«po8tles could not but foresee was likely to happen, 
they say not a syllable by way of prevention ; they 
take no care to guard their converts against such a 
practice. A pregnant sign, that it is allowed by 
divine Wisdom, and chargeable neither with super- 
stition nor idolatry. 

But our author, to corroborate his argument, adds, 
'^ To suppose the apostles directed any explicit wor- 
ship to the Holy Ghost, though we have no mention 
of it in Scripture, where yet we meet with frequent 
doKologies of theirs, and addresses by way of prayer 
or petition,^' would be an unreasonable presumption. 
I cannot accede to this assertion. The doxologies 
and prayers of the apostles, recorded in Scripture, 
■are only occasional and incidental ; inserted, as the 
fervour of a devout spirit suggested, in the body of 
their doctrinal and exhortatory writings. Now, the 
omission of such a practice in writings, which were 
composed with a view of instructing mankind in the 
great fundamentals of Christianity, which were never 
intended as a full and complete system of devotions ; 
the omission of this practice in such writings can be 
no fair or conclusive argument for its being omitted 
in iheir stated acts of public worship, li] indeed, 
the apostles had in their epistolary correspondence 
drawn up a form of devotions ; had declared, that in 
•them was comprised a perfect pattern of devotional 
addresses, proper to be offered to the Deity ; that all 
jKts cf wordiip which deviated a jot or tittle from 
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that prescribed form were unwarrsntable ; if sneh 
a composition had been transmitted from the aposdesi 
and we had found no such addresses therein as those 
for which we are pleading, I should then ailaw a 
good deal of force in the argument drawn from the 
apostolical omission; tbougn^ at the same time, I 
could not be able -to* forbear wondering at the incoiH 
sistency of their doctrines, which teach us that the 
Holy Ghost is God, and of their worship, which re^ 
fuses him divine honours. But I think, as the case 
stands, no solid argument, nothing but a specious 
cavil, cau be formed from this circumstance of its 
being unpractised in the writings of the apostles.. 

*^ It does not appear that the apostles addressed 
distinct worship to the Blessed Spirit; therefore we 
conclude, that they actually addressed none :" — As 
though fact and appearance were convertible term^« 
1 am surprised, that an author of Mr Tomldns's pe- 
netration can prevail upon himself to be satisfied, or 
should offsr to impose upon his readers, with a de» 
duction so usery illogical. Is the not appearing of a 
thing, a certain argument, or indeed any argument at 
all, for its not existing ? It does not appear that there 
are mountains^ or groves, or rivers beneath our hori- 
zon : It does not appear that there are any such vessels 
as lymphatics, any such fluid as the chyle, in these 
living bodies of ours» But by comparing them with 
others that have been dissected, and by reasoning 
from indisputable principles relating to the animal 
economy^ we assure ourselves of the reality of both 
these particulars. Consider, sir, into what unnum- 
bered absurdities, and evident falsehoods, this way of 
arguing would betray us» if pursued in all its conse* 
quences. It will prove, if we once admit it as a test 
of truth, that nothing was transacted by scriptural 
men, but what is particularly recorded in scripture 
history. I nowhere read Isaac circumcised his son 
Jacob, or instructed his household after the example 
of his father Abraham. But shall we infer^ from the 
ailence of Scripture with regard to these matters^ 
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tbst he never conformed to the former institatioiiy 
nor performed the latter service? I should much ra- 
ther believe, that, as he bears the character of a godlj 
man, he walked in both these statutes and ordinances 
of the Lord blamelesF* And since the apostles uni- 
formly agree in this grand premise, That the H0I7 
Ghost is God, it seems much more reasonable to con* 
elude from hence^ that they paid him direct worship, 
than from their bare silence to infer, that they ne- 
glected tUs practice. I nowhere read in the sacred 
writings, that St Peter suffered martyrdom, or sealed 
the testimony of Christ with his blood. But must 
we^ on this account, persuade ourselves that he was 
not one of the noUe army of martyrs ? No, you will 
say, it is very supposable that he laid down his life 
for his Saviour, even though this event is not ex* 
pressly recorded, because our Lord clearlv predicts 
it, when he informs him by what death he should 
glorify Grod. And may not I reply, with parity of 
reason, it is very supposable that the apostles^ in 
their solemn devotions, addressed direct and distinct 
worship to the Holy Ghost, because their declaring 
thdr belief in bis perscHiality and divinity was a 
strong tnumation that they should, was » sort of pre- 
diction that they would, render all kind of homage 
and adoration to him* 'Upon the whole, if this be a 
mere presumption, no better than a gratis dictum^ 
that the apostles did not worship the Holy Ghost; 
then all the specious ajrguments derived from hence 
drop of course. 

Our objector still insists, *< That thiis is not a »e- 
cesmry part of Christian worship," (page 2.) Be 
pleased to observe, how he departs from his first pro- 
posal. His first inquiry, that which the title-page 
exhiluts, was. Whether this be warrantable ? tken^ 
with an evasive dexterity, he slips into another topic, 
and maintains that it cannot be necessary. Whether 
this be tergiversation or inaccuracy, I shall not stay 
toeauunine; but must ask Mr Tbmkios, What rea^ 
son be has for this positive determination, ^' 
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OftOBoC be necesMiry ?• Becmvse, <m the eantnur mp- 
positKNiy ^ we shall condeniQ the apostles as gwitj of 
a great oaiiseion/' (page 2.) This argmnent the 
author uses iiKMre than onoe, therefore I may be ex«> 
£U8ed ia repljring to it once again : We can have no 
pretence to conoemn the apostles, till we fa«ve unde- 
Jiiable proof that there was such an omission in their 
conduct. Who can assert, who dares maintain, that, 
when the apostles were met together in the holy oqd-> 
gregatioD, for large, solemn, copious dei^otion, they 
never recognized the divinity of tlie three aacred 
Persons, never addressed distinct acts of praise or 
invocation to each respectively ? This, Mr Tomkins 
may parsist in supposing; but, after all he can si^ 
^est in vindication of this principle, it will amount to 
no more than a bare sc^iposal. I may, at least, as 
fairly suppose the very reverse ; and I think hare 
the suffri^e of reason, the analogy of Scripture, the ' 
leonse&t of the purest antiquity, on my side. How- 
ever, in case Mr Tomkins had demonstrated, by in«- 
icoBtestable evidence, that the practice under conn- 
deration cannot be necessary ; does he confine him- 
self, in every instance, to what is strictly neoessary ? 
JDoes he not allow himself in what is expedient? 
Could I not mention various particidars, which are 
not absolutely necessary, but yet they are decent and 
useful ; they contribute to the beauty and harmony 
cf worship, to the comfort and edification of the wor- 
«hi^pers? Perhaps, it may not be necessary to parw 
ticularize in our devotions the present distress of our 
nation, and to form particular petitions suitable to 
onr national exigencies, or particular thanksgivings 
iiecommodated to our national deliverances. Byt 
<daee this is very eicpedient ; siace it tends to beget 
in all a more lively sense of our dependence on di* 
vine Providence ; since it is a most emphatical me- 
thod of ascribing to the supreme Disposer the glory 
of all our public mercies ; this practice is very becom- 
ings very proper, very useful. Should I plead, in 
joppoBpitiiio to this custom^ that it is not absolutely 
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saoeflsary: Your prayers may be acceptable to God, 
<aiid beneficial to your country, without such parti- 
oolariziBg: St Paul gives no eiq>ress commend, sets 
ao ^cplicit example of asy such usafpe : there is no 
precedent from any of the apostles, where the affiiirs 
of the state voder which they lived are particular* 
iy di^lMed before Gvod in humble supplication : — 
Would Mr Tonkins think this a sufficient reason 
Jiur .him in his private, or for ministers in their 
pnhlic devotiOBS, to diseootinue the practice ? No, 
iwrily ; the propriety, the expediency <^ the thing 
would justify and ascertain its tise, even though no 
scriptural patl^m had reeommended^ no scriptural 
precept enjoined it. 

It is affirmed^ ('pttge 5.) That •^ the addresses of 
the New Testament are always made to the Father, or 
to the Son ;" and it is added, (pege 10«) << that there 
is neither rule fior«acamplein it tor worshipping any 
-Cither peraoii whatever." This point oar author af- 
firms with a very positive air, astboufh it were in- 
flapable of being oontroverted ; and &erefore often 
tNiiMs assertions on it, often makes deductions from 
it. Suppose it was an undeniable truth, I think we 
have shewn that it can be no satisfactory proof, tliat 
in aU the enlarged devotions of the apostles, no ad- 
(hresses were oxered to the Blessed Spirit, because a 
fev abort ejaculations mode no explicit mention of 
htm. ^ Bui this assertion, perhaps, upon a closer ex- 
amvatum, mfty appear too bold and unjustifiabk ; 
aomewhat like the posiiion which has been advanced 
with rc^rd to the sentiments of the primitive writers, 
and practice of the primitive church. It might be 
proper to consider, on this occasion, 2 Tlness, iii, 5. 
The Liord direct your hearts into the love of Gknl, 
and patience of Christ. This you will allow to be a 
prayer of -benediction. You will also observe, that 
here i^ particular mention of three persons. The 
JLord^ ^ho is the object of the invocation, and be^ 
sAow^r of the blessing, is neither the Father, nor the 
"Sop. And who then can it be but the Holy C 
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whose amiable <^ce it is to shed abroad the love-of 
God in our hearts, Roiii< ▼. 5. It will not; I pre^ 
sume, be intimated, that this is the only passage of 
the kind. For wei^e it the only one, yet, where the 
evidence is infallible, we need not the mouth of two 
pr three witnesses to establish the matter in debate. 
However, for further satisfaction, we may coirenk 
1 Thess. iii: 11—13.; 2 Thess. ii. 16. If we eoa- 
aider these texts in conjunction with those scrips 
tures which speak of the Holy 6ho«t aa a distinct 
person, we shall perceive a beautiful propriety, and 
a particular emphasis, in understanding the verses as 
mentioning the sacred persons severally. The latter 
text especially, considered in this view, is extremely 
pertinent, has a very admirable propriety, and agree- 
ably to a maxim laid down by a great master of coc-^ 
rect writing, — 

Kedd«re pcnooae scit coiiTeiiieiiUa cafq'ue. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God and our 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us everlastingr 
consolation, and good hope through grace, comfort 
your hearts, and establish yoo in every good word 
and work. Supposing the three persons implored id 
this supplication, every thing that is attributed to 
each has a perfect conformity with that part which 
each is represented as acting in the blessed work of 
^redemption : e. g. Our Father, who hath loved as ; 
for God so loved the world, saith St John, that he 
gave his only begotten Son. God, tbfe Holy Ghost,, 
who hath given us everlasting consolation ; for it is. 
the peculiar oiSce of the blessed Spirit to administer 
comfort, called therefore the Paraclete* Jesus Christy 
who hath given us good hope through grace : We 
have hope in Christ, saith the apostle to the Corin-^ 
thians ; and nothii^ is more frequeivtly celebrated, by 
the apostolical writers, than the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Behold^then a pertinency, a beauty, a 
gignificant distinction, and an exact harmony between 
all the parts of this verse^ if taken in our sense; but 
a strange, confused, tautological kind of diction, if 
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yon 'disallow that the three divine persons are di»- 
tinctly applied to: 

Page 6* it is suggested, ** That we may incur the 
resentment of the other two persons^ as shewing a 
neglect or disrespect to them, if, of our own beads, 
we diould in any peculiar and distinguishing form 
worship the Father." This, sure, is a most unwor^ 
thy insinuation, as though the infinitely sublime and 
glorious persons of the Godhead were meanly am- 
bitious or weakly jealous. This is measuring the 
Deity, not by our reason, which is a very incompe* 
tent standard ; not by our senses, which are still more 
inadequate judges; but even by our sordid and vile 
affections* But hot to insist upon this gfoss error ; 
not to a^ravate this affront offered to the adorable 
Trinity ; this intimation, and others of the like strain, 
seem to be founded on a great mistake with relation 
to the nature of the Godhead. The essence is one, 
though the persons are distinct. So that whatever 
honour is paid to any person, is paid to the one 
undivided essence. If we call Jesus the Lord, St 
Paul assures us, it is to the glory of God the Father. 
Whoever sees the Son, our Saviour himself declares, 
sees the Father also ; t. e. Whoever has a right un- 
derstanding of the Son, and sees by faith bis divine 
occellencies; that man sees, is acquainted with, the 
perfections of the Father also ; and for this obvious 
reason, because the Father and Son are one. And 
will not this bold good with regard to the Holy Spi- 
rit? If so, whatever honour is paid to one, is paid 
to all the three sacred persons ; or rather, whatever 
devout ascriptions of praise are addressed to either of 
the divine persons, they are addressed to the one liv- 
ing incomprehensible God. I wish Mr Tomkins had 
atttended to this consideration. It might have guard- 
ed him against some other unwary expressions, whieh 
imply the notion of Polytheism ; particularly that in 
page 10. where he tells us, << that the Scripture sets 
forth the Father and the Son as the objects of wor- 
ship.'' I cannot find any such representatior 
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JSoripture. The Scripture is untform, and contsistoifi;, 
and speaking of but one God, sp^kdis of bat one ob- 
ject of divine worftfaip, yiz. the infinite Deity, diatin- 
guifihed by a threefold personality. This may ceem 
strange ; but since we have the Saviour's vfofd, and 
the apostle's evidedtey to support the tenet, it sbourid^ 
methinks, be admitted as true. This may aeeen 
«trange; but is it therefore to be rejected as iaAse? 
Jit this rate, we must deny the existence of a thoci- 
.sand phenomena in nature ; we must explode as im- 
possibilities numberless apparent facts. 

Page 7. the inquirer advances a very unaocoont- 
^ble proposition. *^ It shouM seem," says he, << liiat 
the Son of Giod had quitted for that time (during 
.his humiliation) his claim to divine w^orsfaip; though 
it should be granted that he did receive divine wor- 
^ship before." I must ask with the Jewish ruler. 
How can these things be ? Can God abandon his 
divinity ? Can he cease to be supremely great an«l 
good ? Is he not (I would not say by the necessity, 
but by the absolute perfection of .his nature,) to^dii^ 
and yesterday, and for ever the same? If so, it 
seems impossible that creatures should, fiir so much 
as a single instant, be released from the duty of 
adoration ; it seems impossible, (widi reverence be it 
spoken), that God should rdinquish his claim to 
their profiiHindest homage. This would be to dei^ 
himself; which the apostle reckons among the A)vf«mK, 
2 Tim. ii. IS. A^m^wr^ tmvrof « ivnnut. This tenet, 
I imagine, is contrary not only to reason, but to 
Scripture. I should be pleased to know, whether 
,Mr Tomkinsy when he was composing this paragraph, 
jrecollected that memorable saying of our Lord, John 
iii* 13. No man hath ascended into heaven, but he 
who came down from heaven, even the Son of Man 
wiio is in heaven. Is not this a manifest proof, that 
'Our Saviour was in heaven by his divine nature, even 
.while bis human nature was sojourning on earth, or 
xonfined within the limits of a scanty apartment? 
:And if the divine Son, while holding in his.iiumanity 
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a eoafarenoe with Nioodeiiiiit, was fmeaent by his 
Godhead in the heavenly regions» coald angels be in*- 
sensiUe of his presence ? and if sensible of his pre- 
sence, oonld they withhold their adoration ? Credat 
Judaem ApeUa^ non ego. Let SooinianS) and men 
that are called infidels, believe snch an absurdity. 
I cannot reccmcile it to my apprehensions. Our 
Loird emptied himselff it is true; because when he 
appeared among mortals, he appeared without the 
pomp and sfriendour of his celestial majesty. He suf- 
fered Bo such glory to irradiate and adorn his person 
as surrounded him on the momit of transfiguration, 
and will iniwst htm when he comes to judge the 
world; but was in all things such as we are, sin only 
excited. Thus he Jbaa£ied himself, not by dis» 
robing his eternal Godhead of its essential dignity, 
but by withholding the manifeetations of it, in that 
inferior natvre which he was pleased to assume. 
Page B. Our author seems to mistake the meaning 
that royal edict issEned out in the heavenly world : 
Let all the ai^ds of Gcid worship him, Heb. i. 6. 
He aapposes diis was a eommand td wenhip the 
Son in the s uhMm e capacity of God over all. - This^ 
surely^ could not be the sense of the words; because 
a OMnmand of such an knport most, be needless. 
This was the natural, the unchangeable, the indw- 
pensaUe duty of.all creatures ; and such as those su- 
perior intelligences could not but easily discern, such 
as those upright spirits could not but readily obey, 
without any particular injunction. The command, 
therefore, I apprehend, is raUier referable to the hw- 
manity of our blessed Redeemer; to that nature in 
Immanuel which purged away our sins, by becom- 
ii^ a propitiatory sacrifice. This was made higher 
than the angels. This had an illustrious name given 
it, to which every knee should bow. This was ex- 
-alted into heaven ; angels, and authorities, and 
powers, being mad& subject unto the man Christ 
Jesus. If this remark be true, then bur author's 
interpretation is erroneous ; consequently his rou'^ ^ 
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aboat argument, derived from a mistaken princi{Je^, 
must fall to nothing. 

Page 12. in the note, our objector asks, ** Did the 
people of Israel, upon hearing these words, I am 
the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of tho 
land of Egypt, ever imagine that there were three- 
persons then speaking ?" This question, I suppose,, 
is intended to invalidate the doctrine of the Trinity.. 
But the great article stands upon a rock,, too impe- 
netrable to be undermined by such an interrogatory ; 
too immoveable to be shaken by such a suggestion* 
I pretend not to give a categorical answer to the 
query, but only desire to observe, that the people ' 
of Israel have several intimations in their sacred 
books, of a plurality of persons in the unity of the 
divine essence. They were accustomed to hear 
Moses speak in the plural number, when he relates 
the wonderful work of creation, Let us make man. 
Their inspired and royal preacher spoke of the al- 
mighty Maker of them, and of all things, in plural 
terms. Remember now thy Creator, Eccl. xii. 1. in 
the original. Creators. The prophets acknowledged 
and teach this grand mystery, particularly the evto-- 
gelical prophet Isaiah, chap. Ixiii. 9, 10. So that, if 
the children of Jacob and Joseph were ignorant of 
this awful truth, it seems owing rather to the blind- 
ness of their understandings than to the want of 
proper discoveries from above. But be the case as 
it is supposed with regard to the Jews, are we 
obliged to copy their ignorance ? Must their sentK 
ments be our guide? their imaginations the mode} 
of our creed ? Surely for a Christian to argi^, or 
even to surmise, that there is no such thing, because 
the ancient Jews were not acquainted with it, is aK 
together as unreasonable as it would be unphiloso- 
phical to maintain, that there are no such places as 
America or Greenland, because they were both uti- 
known to the ancient inhabitants of Canaan. Mr 
Tomkins cannot but know, that it is the excellency 
cS the evangelical dispensation to take off the veil 
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from the Mos&ical; that we, by oomparing their 
law with our gospel, by applying the interpretation 
of our apostles to the doctrines of their prophets» are 
able to see clearly what they perceived but dimly* 
Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost, says St Ste- 
phen ; as your fiithers did, so do ye, Acts vii. 61. If 
this reproof be compared with the several narratives 
recorded in the Old Testament, concerning the stiff* 
necked and refractory behaviour of the Jews, we 
shall gather, by the clearest deduction, that the 
Holy Ghost is Jehovah. Perhaps the Israelitety 
when they heard the psalmist playing upon his harp, 
and singing this congratulatory hymn of praise, 
Thoa art ascended up on high, thoo hast led cap* 
tivity captive, and received giiU for men; yea, 
even for thy enemies, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. Psalm Ixviii. IS.; the Israelites, 
I say, upon bearing these words, might not be aware, 
that the person who ascended up on high was the 
blessed Jesus; and that the Lord God dwelling 
among, dwelling in, (]epraved disobedient mortals, to 
renew and reclaim them, was the Holy Ghost. But 
we, by collating £pb. iv. 8. with the former part of 
the verse, and John xiv. 17« Rom. viii. 11. with the 
latter, are, to our exceeding great consolation, 
brought to the knowledge of these glorious doctrines. 
Page 14. our author observes, *« That Dr Watts 
would prove the propriety of paying divine worship 
to the Holy Ghost, from the form of administering 
baptism." This argument he undertakes to invali* 
date. He "proceeds in a very unexpected manner; 
springs a mine, of which we were not at all apprehen« 
sive. What if it should turn to the overthrow of 
,his own taiet? The Doctor maintains, ** That 
baptism is a piece of worship." Our author replies, 
« That hearing the word, in the p'ublic assemblies, 
may also be reputed a piece of worship." May it 
so ? Then, ea ore iuo ; your own concession con- 
fates your opinion. For, if to hear the word with 
assiduity, with reverence, with an humble expects 
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tion oF iu becoming the instraraent of our salmtioit;: 
if tbift be a specie^ of worship^ it is doubtless a wov«- 
ship paid to nim who is the author and giver of the» 
word. Nov» we are sure that it was the Uoky 
Ghost) wh& spake by the prophets, who spake bjr 
the apostles, who spake all the words of that life^ 
which in our religious congr^ations are exphdeeck 
and enforced. 

P^e 15. Mr Tomkins ui^es the expression of St 
Paul, I Cor. X. 2. which I camiot forbear suspectioig^ 
notwithstanding all the remonstrances of charily^ 
which thinketh no evil, he wilfully misunderstaiidft* 
It is efidenty on. the very first glance, that Moses in 
thttt place. caimQt mean the roan Moses ; but the 
system of religioni the body of laivs, moral, judicia!, 
and ceremonial, whi<^ were by him* delivered to the 
Jem^k Is it therefore a proc^, that to bebapCizeA 
into the name of the Hofy Ghost is no act of wor* 
ship to- tbat divine person^ because it was no act of 
worship to Mosea to have been baptized into an 
economy instituted by God, and only promulgated* 
by Moses? 

Formy pant, I am steadfiistly persuaded, that to 
be baptized into the name of the Holy Ghost is s 
vecy noble and sublime kind of worship; not to say^ 
aaindiflfiensable obligation to all other instances and 
degrees of worship. It is^coupled with that greatest 
of Gkristian duties, believing; which I take to be a 
worship of the mind, far more important than any. 
bodify homage> without which all external expires* 
siona of adoration are mere formality. He that be*-^ 
lieveth) and is baptised, shall be saved. I verily 
think no one will deny, that baptism is, at least,. 
equal in its import to circumcision ; instead of which, 
it seems to be substituted. Now, circumcision waa 
evidently a token and ratification of the covenant of 
Jehovah. It was a visible attestation to the persooi 
civeiimoised^ that the Lord was his God, engaged 
by covenant to protect, bless, and make him finaliy 
ha|vy. It. was a solemn declaration of an absolufe; 



»l£-sorrender tb the blessed Gtod) to acknowkdfle 
him for tbe only Lord, to serre hiin in all dutiral 
obedienoe, to seek his glorjr, and to be resigned to his 
will. This seems to have been the meaning of that 
diTinely appointed rite, easphatically exp res s e d in 
the words of the Jewish l^riator, ** Thou hast this 
day aiKMiehed the Lord to* be thy God, to walk in 
his ways^. and to keep his statutes, and to hearken 
unto his ¥oioe. And the Lord hath avoached thee 
this day ta be his peculiar people," Dent. xxvi. 1 7f 
IS. And can we imagine that baptism, which' has 
siq>eiKaeded cireumcision, ia inferior to it in signifi-* 
can^? Or can we imagine that these solemn acts 
ef reoogniaing the Lord for our only God, and con- 
seeratiBg ourselves to bis honour, are no expressions 
of worship ? 

Though this dedieation of ourselves 4o the service 
of the Holy Ghost should be implied in tbe ordinance 
of haptiaoiv *< still k^ must be granted," replies our 
author, ^ that this can be no. other service of the 
Spifcit tha» what is enjoined in the New Testament," 
(page \5.) Thereby insinuating, that it is some^ 
what' different from the service we stand engaged 
fx> yiekL both to the Father boA to*the Son. But^ 
according to all the alloweil methods of speech, tbe 
baptised person is dedicated alike to each of the three 
sacred persons; he«avows them all to be the object 
of his worship, and tbe author of hia salvationA 
There-is no manner of diiGnrence in the terms which 
specify the obligations ; and since divine wisdom has 
made tfaeni the same, why should we presume to pro^ 
Bounce tliem diverse? How unaccountably strange 
wottld the baptismal form be on our objector's inters 
pretation : I baptize thee into an obligation to adore^ 
to obey, -to worship tbe Father and the Son; bet 
not to pay the savie reverential and devout regards 
to the Holy Ghost? What writer of ingenuity, in 
(urder to support a singular hypothesis, would do such 
apparent violence to the meaning of the sacred text ? 
What reader of discernment would beccMiie a cop 
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vert to an bpinion, which roust darken and pervert 
the most evident sense of Scripture, in order to 
acquire an air of plausibility? Suppose a persoa 
should, in making his last will, express himself in 
the following style: I constitute A, B, and C» my 
joint executors ; I give and bequeath to them what- 
ever remains of my estate and goods, when my le- 
gacies are- paid and ray debts cleared* Would it not 
be a most extravagant and unreasonable pretence if 
a captious neighbour should maintaint, that C is not 
vested with an equal power, has not a right to an 
equal dividend with A and B? If a gentleman of 
the long robe should ofter to give this fo^ law, would 
be not forfeit his character either of sagacity or in- 
tegrity ? If none of these observations will convince 
Mr Tomkins that he has misrepresented the tenor 
and extent o£the baptismal engagement, we will, in 
order to bring the matter, if possible, to an amicable 
accommodation, accede even to his own assertion. 
He argues, ** That no other service of the Spirit 
can be meant, but such as is enjoined in the New 
Testament." Agreed : let us join issue on this foot- 
ing : let. us rest the cause on this bottom. A& it is 
Mr Tomkins's &wn motion, I hope he will acquiesce 
in the result of such a trial. Now the New Testa- 
ment, both virtually and explicitly, requires us to 
acknowledge the Holy Ghost to be God and Lord ; 
and what service is payable, according to the pre- 
scriptions of the New Testament, to such a Being ? 
This, and no other, I would render myself; this, 
and no other, is rendered bv ail the churches. I do 
not so much as attempt to be an advocate for any 
other worship to be addressed to the divine Spirit, 
than what the evangelical Scriptures direct us to 
offer unto that majestic and venerable, that tremen- 
dous and amiable name, the Lord our God. If 
therefore the New Testament demands all honour 
and adoration, as the inviolable due of this most 
exalted Being, then Mr Tomkins must either flatly 
deny the divinity of the Holy Ghost, must contra- 
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diet the express declaration of the intpired writers 
on this head, or else confess that his notion stands 
condemned even on his own principles. 

What is allied from 1 Cor. i. 18. seems to corro- 
borate our sentiments, rather than to support his. 
St Paul asks, with warmth, and a sort of holy indig- 
nation, «« T» •nfut iltcvxtt tfimwTtwdim ? he speaks of it as 
an absurd and shocking thing. Now, what could 
render this so odious and monstrous a practice, such 
as the apostle disclaims and rejects with abhorrence ? 
Nothing, that I can apprehend, but the horrid evil it 
would imply-»-the evil of ascribing divine honours to 
Paul) making Paul an object of worship, and conse- 
crating persons to a creature, who ought to be conse- 
crated only to the Creator, God blessed for ever. So 
that I must declare, I think this text a strong intima- 
tion that baptism is really a sacred service or divine 
worship, which it is utterly unallowable for any crea- 
ture to assume or admit. Therefore the^good apostle 
renounces it, with a noble kind of detestation ; much 
like the angel, who, when John offered to fall at his 
feet, and do him homage, cries, o^« fin rtt &w vt^^nwfn- 
9o^ Rev. xxit 9. 

The apostolical benediction is another passage usu- 
ally, and deservedly, produced in justi6catiojn of our 
practice. Mr Tomkins alleges, << That this is very 
different from a direct address by way of prayer to 
the Spirit," (page 17.) It seems to me to be an un- 
doubted prayer, and to have the very same force as if 
it had been expressed in the more common precatory 
form: O Lord Jesus Christ, vouchsafe them thy 
grace ; O God of goodness, grant them thy love ; O 
eternal Spirit, accompany them with thy qpmfortable 
presence. That this is the purport of the words, is 
undeniable: and where is the extraordinary differ- 
ence, whether they be introduced by an esio or a 
fac ? I believe all will allow the form ordained by 
God {Numb. vi« 24 — 26.) for the use of the Jewish 
priests, was a real prayer : The Lord bless thee, and 
keep thee; the Lord make his face to shine upon thV 

V0L« VI. B 
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and be graciouci unto thee; the Lord lift up the light 
of his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace! 
If this was an address to the Almighty, the aposto- 
lical benediction is exactly of the same nature. To 
say, that it was only a kind of wish, and not design- 
ed for a devout aspiration to Jehovah, must greatly 
debase and enervate it; not to hint, that this sacerdo* 
tat blessinff contained a recogiittion of three divine 
persons, which might be obscure in that age, but has 
been fully illustrated by the apostles; not to hint tbe 
probability, that St Paul had this very passage in his 
eye, when he breathed out his benedictive prayer, and 
purposely intended to explain it in the evangelical 
sense. Besides, I would desire to know, whether any 
minister could, with a safe conscience, use the follow* 
ing benediction? Tbe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Vir- 
gin Mary, be with you all, amen ! Why should a 
conscientious minister be afraid of using such a form, 
if it be no prayer? if it be not a virtual ascription of 
omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence to the 
Virgin; and, in consequence of those attributes, a 
supplicatory address to her ? Still we are encoun- 
tered with another objection, *< If I should say to a 
friend. May the good angels attend you ; shall this 
be called a praying to the angels?" Mr Tomkinft 
himself must own, if he will deal fairly, that the case 
is by no means parallel. The elect angels disavow 
/all divine worship; but does the Holy Ghost do 
this ? The elect angels are ministering spirits ; but 
of the Holy Ghost it is said, The Lord is that Spirit. 
The anffels are confessedly created and finite beings,- 
so that It w(^uld be absurdity and blasphemy to in- 
vocate them ; but the Holy Ghost is possessed of the 
perfections, performs the works, and is called by the 
incommunicable name of Gt>d, so that it is wisdom 
and piety to pray to him. For which reasons, I make 
no doubt but that, whenever the apostles put up such 

an ejjaculation, « mmmumc ru «y<» Unvfutrf furci murrttfVfcmw^ 

they accompanied it with a devout mental address 
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to the uncreated Spirit; because it would be a piece 
of irreverence and folly, barely to wish the mercy, 
and'not apply to that ever-present Being for its ac« 
complishment. 

As for the otiber arguments which Dr Watts ad- 
ranees in order to vindicate the custom of ascribing 
praise to the Holy Ghost, viz. *^ That it may be ex- 
pedient to practise it ftequently in some churches, 
where it has been long used, lest great offence should 
be given :'*•««-<< That it may be proper to use it some- 
times, on purpose to bold forth the doctrine of the 
Trinity in times of error, and to take away all suspi- 
cion of heresy from the public worship :" These con- 
siderations I leave to the Doctor. I have no incli- 
nation to try my skill at such weapons, but chuse to 
act with regard to them as David acted in relation 
to Saul's armour ; because I really think that they 
radier encumber than uphold the cause: They are 
so unwarily worded, that they represent the practice 
not as a noble essential piece of divine worship, found- 
ed on the strongest and most invariable principles, 
alwajrs suitable to our necessities, and always corre- 
^ndent to the nature of the blessed Spirit ; but as 
an occasional and time-serving expedient, to be us'ed, 
not constantly, but now and then only ; and that to 
answer a turn none of the most important — to avoid 
not any real deficiency in worship, but only a sus- 
picion of heresy. Wherever I am solicitous to se- 
cure tha conclusion, I would by no means offer to 
deduce it from such unsolid and precarious premises. 

I have now examined the most considerable objec- 
tions urged by Mr Tomkins against the unanimous 
practice of Christian congregations, whether they 
conform or dissent. I shall only beg the continuance 
of your candour and patience, while I touch upon 
another particular or two, which may farther corro- 
borate our custom, and prove it to be somewhat 
more than warrantable. 

Suppose we produce a command of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; wUl this be sufficient to ascertain the 
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practice ? Does not our Saviour give this charge to 
his apostles, Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his harvest? 
Matt. ix. 38. Luke x. 2. Now, I would humbly 
ask, Who the Lord of this spiritual harvest is ? Shall 
we refer ourselves to Scripture for satisfaction ? Will 
Mr Tomkins abide by the determination of Scrip- 
ture ? will he honestly acknowledge, that, if the 
Scripture declares the Holy Ghost to be the Lord 
of the harvest, we have then a clear commission, a 
positive command, to address ourselves by vray of 
prayer to the Holy Ghost? It is the Holy Ghost 
who appoints the labourers that are to be employed 
in this harvest : The Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have 
called them. Acts xiii. 2. and xx. 28. It is the Holy 
Ghost who qualifies the workmen that are to dis- 
patch this momentous business, with wisdom, with 
knowledge, with utterance, and with all miraculous 
abilities, 1 Cor. xii. 8 — 11. It is the Holy Ghost 
who makes these labours effectual, and crowns them 
with ample success, Acts^. 44. 1 Thess. i. 5. From 
these scriptures, and their testimonies concerning 
the' blessed Spirit, it seems indisputably plain, that 
he is the Lord of the harvest. Can we have a more 
forcible motive to pray unto him, than the consider- 
ation of his superintending, conducting, and pros- 
pering the progress of (that best of blessings) the 
everlasting gospel ? Need we a better warrant to 
offer our devoutest applications to him than our 
Lord's express injunction, viewed in connexion with 
these remarkable texts ? 

Suppose I prove farther, that the heavenly beings 
pay divine worship to the Holy Ghost ; suppose I 
shew you angels and archangels in postures of pro- 
found adoration at the throne of the eternal Spirit, 
and glorifying him in strains of the most sublime de- 
votion : Will this be allofired a proper precedent for 
our practice ? will any one be so bold as to a£Srm, 
that he is unfit to receive the worship of mortals on 
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earthy if it qniear that he is the obiect of angelical 
worship in the heaven of heavens r In the sixth 
chapter of Isaiah, we meet with one of the grandest 
repres^itations imaginable : Jehovah exhibits himself 
to the entranced prophet, seated on a lofty and au- 
gust throne ; before him stood the immortal host of 
seraphim ; diey veiled their faces, in token of deep- 
est self-aj^asement ; they lifted up their voices with 
a rapturous fervour, and uttered this magnificent 
acclamation. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts ; 
the whole earth is full of his glorv* The trisagium 
of the seraphic armies seems to mtimate, that they 
addressed their praises to the one Jehovah in a 
trinity of persons* If you look forward to verse 8. 
you will find another circumstance confirming this 
remark ; for the glorious Majesty speaks of himself 
in the plural number. Who will go for us ? But 
the proof I chiefly depend on, the proof which is 
absolutely incontestable^ which none can deny, with- 
out supposing themselves better judges of the sense of 
Scripture than the apostles— this proof is found in 
Acts xxviii. 25. where*St Paul evidently applies the 
words spoken by this majestic and divine Being to 
the Holy Ghost, Well spake the Holy Ghost, say- 
ing. And if he attributes the words to this sacred 
person, who dares separate the honours ? since all 
must allow, that the person who gives the commis- 
sbn to the prophet, and the person whom the celes- 
tial legions adore, is one and the same. Since there- 
fore the angels address the Holy Ghost with solemn 
acts of jM*aise ; since they bear united testimony that 
the whole earth is full of his .glory ; Mr Tomkins 
should consider, whether he acts a becoming part in 
endeavouring to exclude his glory from any Chris- 
tian congregation by his example, and from every 
Christian congregation by his writings. 

If Mr Tonuiins should ^till think his own opinion 
sufficient to overrule all these allegations of Scrip- 
ture ; offfreater weight than the practice of St Paul 
to the Tnessalonians ; more unexceptionable, and 
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fitter to be adtnilted as our patteriii than tfa6 example 
of the angelic host; I CDimot but imagine^ that the 
propriety of our onitotn is apparent, even on the tendr 
of his own &vourite notions. Page iSth, he quotes 
that grand and fundamental law of revealed xeligiooy 
<< Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God^ and him 
only shalt thou serve/' He proceeds to consider 
who this Lord our God is, whom we are. to serve. 
He then informs us, << It appears from the whole 
current of Scripture, in the New Testament as well 
as the Old, that it is he who, in times past, spake 
unto the fathers by the prophets." Rightly judged. 
We make no appeal from this verdict, but acquiesce 
in it, though it is his own ; only taking along with 
us St Peter^s declaration, Prophecy came not in old 
time (rather at any time, unquam not olim, ^sntrg 
not xtfAtet) by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Pet. 
i. 31. Mr Tomkins himself maintains, that the 
genuine and undoubted object of divine worship is 
that infinitely wise and gradous Being who spak^ 
to our fathers by the prophets ; and St Peter, in the 
most express manner possible, asserts, that this in* 
finitely wise and gracious Beihg, who spake by the 
prophets, is the Holy Obost. Can demonstration 
itself be plainer? Sune, then^ Mr Tomkins must 
either retract his position, or disallow the apostle's 
application of it; or else give us leave to adhete 
inviolably to our practice, and to look upon it as 
justifiable beyond all reasonable exception ; and, what 
should carry some peculiar weight with our-author, 
justifiable on principles of his own* 

May I urge this point a little farther? I shonhi 
be glad to know, what is the scriptural meaning of 
being converted unto the Lord ? Is it not to i^enounoe 
every lying vanity, to forsake every evil way> land to 
turn to the I^ord with all our heflu*t; that w^ may 
fear him, love him, put our whole trust in. him, and 
serve him truly all the days of our life? Does not 
this include some, rather, is it not comprehensive of 
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all worship ? So that if it is certein from Scriptare 
that sinners are to be converted to the Holy Ghost, 
then it is equally certain that sinners are to pay^ 
not some only, but all worship, to that blessed Be- 
ing, who is the centre of their souls and the source 
of their happiness. Be pleased to read attentively 
2 Cor. iii. 16, 17« and we dare venture to stand by 
your decision. 

Let me add one more consideration, and I have 
done. The blessed Spirit is to help our infirmities in 
prayer, Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit is to subdue our 
iniquities, and mortify the deeds of the body, Rom. 
viii. 15. The Spirit is to ^ed abroad the love of 
God in our hearts, Rom. v. 5. The Spirit is to 
sanctify us wholly, in all our faculties, 1 Thess. v. 28. 
The l^irit is to transform us into the divine image, 
2 Cor. iiL 18. The Spirit is to seal us unto the day 
of redemption, Eph. iv. 50. ; and to be the earnest of 
an incorruptible inheritance, Eph. i. 14. In a word, 
from the Spirit we are humbly to expect all the fruits 
of goodness, righteousness, and truth, Eph. v. 9. 
Now, what a comfortable prospect rises before us, if 
this Spirit be the alUsufficient, the infinite God, to 
whom no'thing is impossible ; who is able to do for us 
exceeding abundantly, even above all that we can 
ask or think I But how languid must be our hopeS| 
how scanty our expectations, if he be not the divine 
Being, but only some finite existence ! And, in an- 
other state of things, to whom will righteous souls 
acknowledge themselves inexpressibly indebted, to 
whom will they return their ardent thanks, and ad- 
dress the most joyful praises, but to the author of 
these inestimable blessings? If this then is likely to 
be the employ and the delight of heaven, should it 
not be b^un on earth ? 

Upon the whole, since the custom of ofiering 
prayer and addressing praise to the Holy Ghost, 
is contrary to no text of Scripture, is founded upon 
his divine nature, and results from the indispensable 
obligation of creatures to worship the Godhead : 
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Since it was undeniably the practice of the Chris- 
tian church in its purest days, and has been received, 
by unanimous approbation, for many hundreds of 
preceding years : Since it is probable, if we will allow 
their doctrines and conduct to be consistent, it is 
certain, if we will prefer the most accurate and un- 
embarrassed interpretation of their epistles, that the 
apostles used this method of worship : Since the 
analogy of the whole Scripture justifies it, and the 
innumerable benefits which are communicated to lis 
from the blessed Spirit demand it: Since angels 
ascribe glory to his awful majesty, and our Saviour 
directs us to put up prayers to his almighty good- 
ness : These, and other considerations, determine 
me to join, without the least scruple, with full assur- 
ance of its propriety, in that ancient noble doxology. 
Glory be to the Father, who hath loved us with an 
everlasting love; and to the Son, who hath washed 
us from our sins in his own blood ; and to the Holy 
Ghost, who applies these blessings of redeeming 
grace to our corrupt hearts; to this great, eternal, 
incomprehensible Trinity, be rendered undivided 
honours, and immortal praise I 

Having been so very prolix already, I 'shall not 
render myself more tedious by making any apology; 
but shall only add, what no consideration can in- 
duce me to omiti that I am? dear sir, your obliged 
friend, &c. 
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Weston-Favell^ March 1745-5. 
Dear Sin, — You have set me a task, ^hich I 
should be glad to execute, if I was able. God for- 
bid that I should be backward to plead for the in- 
terests of that Redeemer on earth, who^ I trust, is 
making perpetual intercession for me in heaven. 
But my fear is, lest the noble cause should suffer 
by the jmskilfulness of its defendant. It is for this 
reason, purely for this reason, I wish to decline 
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accepting the challenge you seem to gvfe me in your 
letter. For this once, however, I will enter the lists, 
and venture to try the strength, not of your arm, 
but of your arguments. 

I do not wonder that you have objections to make 
against Christianity. I know some eminent Chris- 
tians who were formerly warm and zealous in the 
opposition ; yet they have frankly owned, that their 
minds were then either very inconsiderate^ or else 
immersed in other speculations; and that they had 
no leisure, or no inclination, to weigh the evidences 
and examine the nature of the evangelical doctrine. 
Since they have applied themselves to consider these 
points with a seriousness and attention becoming an 
inquiry of the last importance, an inquiry in which 
their very souls and all their eternal interests were 
embarked, they are thoroughly convinced that their 
former sentiments were wrong. They are fully per- 
suaded, that the. gospel institution is of divine ex- 
tract ; that it is a system, noble and sublime, bene- 
volent and gracious, . every way suitable to the ma- 
jesty of God, and admirably calculated for the com- 
fort, the improvement, and the happiness of man- 
kind. 

Methinks yon will reply, and very reasonably, 
^< That all such should be able to account for the 
change of their opinions.'' I dare say they can. 
But as you call on me so particularly to vindicate 
the religious principles which I have from my in- 
fancy embraced, I will now attempt to vindicate 
them from the various charges of which they stand 
arraigned in vour letter. 

Be pleased then, dear sir, to observe thot the 
Christian doctrine teaches, that when God brought 
man into being, he blessed him with a state perfectly 
holy and happy. If you read the Bible, the authen- 
tic narrative of our fall, as well as the only guide to 
our recovery, you will find it an avowed truth, that 
God made man upright. I^ therefore, man cor- 
rupted himself and (as it is impossible to bri' 

b2 
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clean thing oiit of an andean) polluted hi« offiprio^ ; 
where U the barabnessy where the inju^cey bf tbe £» 
vine procedure in adjudging him worthy of death ? 
Let God be justified, and let mortals bear the blame. 

You think it very odd, that thin jtragioal taatas- 
trophe should be occasioned by eating an aj^le^ So 
should I too, ^as there nothing more in the case 
than barely eating ail apple. But thi^ was a wilful 
and presumptuous breach of a most positive cam- 
mand, of the only command which the almigbly 
Lawgiver enjoined* And the smaller the matter of 
the prohibition, the more inexcusable was the &ult of 
not complying with it. In this act of disobedienice 
was implied — ^^tbe most perverse discontent {n the hap^ 
ptest circumjBtances imaginable; the most sham^ul 
ingratitude for the most inestimable favours; pride 
and arrogancci even to an unsufferable degree ; im- 
plicit blasphemyt making God a liar, and heark^ung 
to the suggestions of the devi], in preference to the 
solemn declarations of truth itself. Indeed^ thjs 
transgression was a complication of iniquities ; and, 
though represented under the exteiiiitat(ng terms of 
eating an apple, was really the most horrid provoca- 
tion that was ever committed. 

But that tlie trani^ression of Adam should fasten 
guilt, or transmit corruption to his latest posterity, 
tfaisj you imagine, is all a chimera. If then you was 
created in a perfect state; if you suffered nothing by 
the original lapse, why is your heart prone to num** 
beriess evils ? why do you trfead in jthe st^ of axi 
apostate ancestor ? why do you violate the la^r of aga 
infinitely pure God, and too often delight in tfaa^ 
abominable and accursed thing which he hateth — $in? 
You are too honest and ingenuous to deny the truth 
of these expostulations. And if «q, you must allow 
that your nature wa9 depraved }n Adam, or, which 
seems to be more culpable^ that you have corrnptad 
yourself. Then, there i^ no such great cause to find 
tault with the supreme Disposer of things for in* 
eluding you in Adam's tc^spas^^ 9inee you yourself 
^o the same things. 
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Is it coBsiflteiit, you ask, widi die character of an 
infinitely good Bemg, to make this resolve, That be 
woald, on accoont of this single crime, bring into 
eastence almost innumerable millions of creatures, 
so -spoiled by himself that they shonid all deserve 
Gtamal damnation ? I answer, this is entirely a mis« 
rqM^entation of the Christian scheme. It was not 
in consequence of the original crime that Grod de- 
termioed to bring the human race into beinff, but in 
porsoance of his own eternal purposes, which are al« 
ways the issue of consummate wisdom, of unbounded 
benevolence, and will, unless his creatures stubborn- 
ly reject the overtures of his love, terminate in their 
unspeakable felicity. Neither was the human race 
qpoiled by die Creator, but by themsdves. To sup« 
pose that the Author of all excellence should deprave 
the work of his own hands, is doubtless a shocking 
thought, and such as we utterly disavow. So far 
was ae from being the sole operator, that he was not 
so much as accessai^ in any degree to their misery : 
bi^ warned them of their danger ; charged them to 
beware ; and planted the barrier of his own tremen* 
dous threateniiigs between them and ruin. 

You ere displeased, that everlasting happiness 
should never be attainable by any of these creatures, 
but by those few to whom God gives his effectual 
free grace. If the preposition be set in another 
light, which is really the true method of stating it; 
if we say. That, 4ftiough all have forfeited, yet all 
may recover everlnsting happiness, because effectual 
grace is freely offered to all^ wlmt can a man of 
caiidour object to such a dispensation ? Will he not 
acknowledge the goodness c^ the divine procedure, 
and inveigh against the perverseness of mortals; die 
most unrensonable perverseness of all those, who are 
too proud to be sensible of their want of grace, or too 
careless to trouble their heads-about it ? Will he not 
be constrained to declare them suicides, and that 
they are'Chargesdl>le^ if they perish^ with their own 
des^uoticm? (f we pnescvibe a medicine of sov" 
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r«ign effica^Tf and the sick is so self-willed as to re- 
fuse the recipe, who is to be Uamed in case of a 
miscarriage—^he physician or the patient? 

When, therefore, you talk of persons being una- 
voidably damned, you quite misconceive the tenor of 
our most merciful and benign institution; which 
offers forgiveness to all, though ever so profligate, 
through the Saviour's atonement; which makes a 
tender of grace to all, though ever so abandonedji 
through tne Saviour's mediation. The language 
the most compassionate language of which is^ Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will you 
die? And because the sinner, enslaved to vice. Is 
unable to shake off the fetters, ijt farther says, Ask, 
and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find grace 
sufficient for you. 

As to the meaning of the term grace^ I apprehend 
it signifies the pardon of obnoxious, and the accep- 
tance of uoworthy persons, on account of the expia^ 
tion and merits of the Redeemer. It imports also 
a communication of knowledge and strength to ig^ 
norant and impotent creatures, that they may discern 
their Creator's will, and discerning, may be enabled 
to perform it. And in forming these ideas, I can see 
nothing stupid; in expecting these blessings, nothing 
foolish. 

But still, perhaps, you think it scarce reconcile- 
able with the wisdom, the justice, the mercy of God, 
to sufier mankind to fall. That he foresaw it, and 
could have prevented it, is undeniable. He foresaw 
it, or else he couid noi be omniscient : he was able 
to have prevented it, otherwise he could not be om- 
nipotent. But what if the eternal Maker knew, that 
this would give occasion to the most ample and glo- 
rious manitestation of those very attributes which 
you suspect are eclipsed hereby ? Would this conci«* 
liate your approbation? would this incline you to 
acquiesce in the economy of the gospel? 

Certainly it is a most stupendous discovery of 
wisdom to find out a method, whereby the seemingly 



jaarriDg attributes of jiutioe wad mercy ttuj be reoon* 
ciled; wberebjr the sinner msjr be saved, without 
any injury to the inviolable houness of his laws, or 
any derogation to the honour of his just and righte* 
otu government. It was impossible to give sudi an 
proof of his infinite kindness for poor mor- 
tals, asliy delivering his own Son to take their in- 
£srior nature, and be^r all their guilt. Nor can there 
be so signal an exertion of justice, as to punish this 
most excellent Person when he stood in the place of 
offibnders ; or of mercy, as to divert the vengeance 
from their obnoxious to his immaculate and inno- 
cent head. 

As from the scheme of redemption the highest 
glory redounds to the divine majesty, so the richest 
consolation is derived from hence to frail creatures. 
The happiness of men consists in the fiivour of Ood. 
His love is better than life. To be graciously re- 
garded by that adorable Beiuff, who stretched out 
the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth ; 
to be the objects of his complacency, whose smile 
constitutes heaven and whose frown is worse than 
destruction ; this, this is human felicity. And how 
could Grod Almighty ffive us a briffhter evidoioe, a 
more pregnai^ proof of his inconceivably tender con- 
cern (or us, than by surrendering his only Son to 
condemnation and death for our sake? Tn^sport- 
ing thought ! big with a delight which man could 
never have known had not Adam fallen. This ob- 
viates an objection on which you strongly insist 
That you and others never consented to make Adam 
your representative. For if this method of ordering 
things be productive of a^superior felicity to all that 
are willing to be hmpy, then it can be no wrong to 
the world in general, or to any individual person in 
particular; no more than it is a wrons to the minor, 
for his guardians to procure interest lor his mon^, 
and improve his estate i^inst the time of his com- 
ing to age. 

upon the whole, there is no reason to quar 
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with d»l; sorereigii will of Ood which pernutted qs 
to fall in Admn^ from thence to contract guilt, to 
derive pollution, and consequently to deserve dam- 
nation : But rather, there is abundant cause to ad«» 
mire, to adore, to bless his holy name, for providiog 
a Bedeemer; a Redeemer of unknown dignity, and 
unutterable perfection; a Redeemer, by whom ail 
the evik of the &11 may be more than redressed ; a 
fiedcemsr, in whom all the awful and amiable attri- 
butes of the Deity are most illustriously displayed ; 
a^ Redeemer, through whom the most wicked and 
moft imfertooste ol our race may find mercy and 
arrive at happiness; a Redeemer, who most oom«> 
passionately invites all, all that are«weary and heavy 
laden,, to come to him» and most assuredly declares, 
that whosoever believelh in him shall not perish, but 
have everlasting lifew And is it not strange, very 
steange^ hardly credible, sure, that any should re- 
ject so great suvation, and chuse deadi rather than 
life ? 

Let me beg of you, sir, to consider these points 
with odmness and impartiality. You cannot but be 
senaible, that many leanied, many wise, many ex- 
cellent persons most cordially believe them ; receive 
their chief satisfections from them, and would rather 
die than renounce them. Sirice it is possible, at 
least, ipBi they may be in the ri^t; since you do 
not pretend to be ia&liible in your judgment ; and 
since you a<^owledge a God of unerring wisdom, 
and everlasting goodness; let me beseech you to im- 
plore bis gnidanee ia your search, and his direcftion 
in your determinatioiiL Eor I am not ashamed to 
own, or rather I am boh) l!b maintain, that this wis- 
dom Cometh from above; thid wisdom is the gift of 
Ood; and prayer is altwether as necessary to its 
attainment, as sagacity oi mind, or the nccomptiih- 
ments of Jeaming. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Weston-PaveU^ Nov. 1. 1746. 

Dear Sir* — This morning I received your fa- 
vour. The day lowers, and threatens rain, which 
debars me from the pleasure of paying you my thanks 
in person. 

Mr Huygens I hope to read very carefully. But, 
I believe^ it will be proper to take heed of adopting 
into my plan any notions that 'are difficult ana ab- 
struse. I would have every thing so perspicuous, 
that the dimmest understanding may apprehend my 
meaning ; so obvious, that he who runs may read. 
Let me lay before you a little dcetch of my desin, 
with a request that you would alter the general orc&r, 
and make retrenchments, or additions of particular 
incidents, as you shall think most expedient. 

A contemplative walk. The approadi of evening, 
and gradual extinction of light. The advantages of 
solitude. The stillness of the universe. The cool- 
ness of the atmosphere. Darkness, and its useful- 
ness to mankind. Sleep, and its beneficial effiscts. 
Dreams, and their extravagance. A glow-worm glim- 
mering. An owl shrieking. A ni^tingale singing. 
The very difiPerent circumstances of mankind : some 
revelling and carousing ; some agonizing and dying. 
A knell sounding. The notion of ghosts walking. 
The moon, with its various appearances, and service- 
ableness to our globe: the heavenly bodies; their 
number, size, courses, distances, display many of 
the glorious attributes of their Creator; some of 
which are specified. They teach nothing of redemp- 
tion; this the peculiar prerogative of revelation. 
Christ the day-star from on high, that points out 
and makes clear the way of salvation. 

These are some of the subjects which, I imagined, 
might be admitted into the composition of a night- 
piece. If others occur to your mind more pleasmg, 
or more striking, be pleased to suggest them. 
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I am glad to find, by the quotation from Mr 
Locke, that your esteem and veneration for the 
Scriptures are on the increasing fiand. May we be 
persuaded, ever more and more, of the incomparable 
excellency of those sacfed volumes. This one con- 
sideration, that they are the book of Ood, is a higher 
recommendation of them than could be displayed in 
ten thousand panegyric' orations. For my part, I 
purpose to addict myself, with more incessant assi- 
duity, to this delightful and divibe study. Away, 
my Homer ; I have Yio more need of being enter- 
tained by you, since Job and the Prophets furnish 
me with images much more magnificent, and lessons 
infinitely more important. Away, my Horace; nor 
shall I suffer any loss by your absence, while the 
sweet singer of Israel tunes his lyre, and charms me 
with the finest flights of fancy, and inspfrits me with 
the noblest strains of tievotion. And even my prime 
favourite, my Virgil, may withdraw ; since in Isaiah 
I enjoy all his majesty of sentiment, all his correct- 
ness of judgment, all his beautiful propriety of dic- 
tion, and — But I must have done. The messenger 
waits ; he can stay no longer than barely to allow me 
leisure to subscribe myself, dear sir. Sic. 



LETTER XXXIL 

Weston-Favellf Nov. 29. 1 746. 

D£AR Sir, — Having taken cold, and got a hoarse- 
ness, I am afraid to venture abroad, lest I should lose 
my voice, and be incapable of performing the duty of 
the morrow. 

If any method is agreed upon by the committee, 
.for endeavouring, in some more effectual manner, to 
promote the spiritual recovery, and everlasting wel- 
fare of the infirmary patients,* I wish you would be 
so kind as. to inform me of it in a letter; that if any 
part of this generous undertaking should fall to xny 
share, I may address myself to the prosecution of it, 
with all the ability which the Divine Goodness sfaklL 



OF LETTSRS. 41 

vouc^hsafe to cominunicate. Or^ if there be no need 
of my concarrence, that I may accompany it with 
my best wishes, and, at least, further it with my 
priayers. Who am, Sec 



LETTER XXXIII. 

Mt very bear Friend, — Your last found me 
on the recoyering hand, getting strength and spirits,, 
though by slow degrees. 

Soon after I received your favour, a messenger 
came from London, bringing us the alarminff news, 
that my youngest brother was extremely ill. My 
father's bowels yearned, and his heart bled ; but the 
infirmities of age, and an unwieldy constitution, 
hindered him from taking the journey. Upon me, 
therefore, the office fell. Feeble and languid as I 
was, there was no rejecting such a call. According- 
ly I took coach, and in two days arrived safe at 
London, where I found my poor brother (the packer) 
seized with a most violent fever. He was attended 
by two eminent physicians; but they proved vain 
helpers, and miserable comforters. For a consider- 
able time his stout' constitution struggled with the 
disease, but at last was forced to yield, was forced 
to drop in the dreadful combat. After attending 
his sick-bed for several days, I had the melancholy 
task of closing his dear eyes, and resigning him up 
to death. 

Oh ! the uncertainty of mortal things I What is 
health but a glithmering taper, that expires while it 
shines, and is liable to be extinguished by every 
motion of the air ? What is strength, but a tender 
blossom, that is often withered in its fullest bloom ; 
often blasted, even before it is blown ? Who could 
have thought that I should survive my brother, and 
follow him to the grave ? I, sickly and enervated, he 
always lively and vigorous : In, flourishing circum- 
stances, and blessed with prosperity in his business ; 
but now removed to the dark, inactive, silent tomb : 
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Lately married to a beautiful and blooming bride ; 
iMit now everlastingly divorced, apd a companion for 
creeping things. 

Scarce was I returned to Weston, but another 
awful providence fetched me from home. My very 
worthj^physician, Dr Stonehouse, who lives and prac- 
tises at Northampton, had the misfortune to lose an 
amiable and excellent wife. She also was snatched 
away in tlie morning of life (aged 25), and dead be- 
fore I so much as heard of her being disordered. At 
this valuable friend's house I was desired to abide 
some time, in order to assist in writing letters for 
him, and dispatching his necessary afiairs ; in com- 
forting him concerning the deceased; and (if the 
will of Ood be so) in endeavouring to improve the 
awakening visitation to our mutual good. 

You • will surely say, when you read this account, 
that I have been in deaths oft. Once upon the bor«- 
ders of it myself, and more than once a spectator of 
its victory over others. However, my dear friends, 
let us not be dismayed. Let no man's, at least no 
believer's, heart fail, because^of this king of terrors. 
Though thousands fall beside us, though ten thou- 
sands expire at our right hand, land though we our<* 
selves must quickly give up the ghost ; yet the word 
is gone out of our great Redeemer's mouth, and it 
shall not return unfulfilled, — I will swallow up death 
icr victory. He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: he shall say to the grave. Give up; and 
to the sea, Keep not back; release my sons from 
your dark confinement, and restor^my daughters to 
their everlasting Father's arms. Then shall we lead 
him captive whose captives we were, and triumph 
eiernally over thia last enemy. In the mean time, 
kt us lay all our help, all our guilt, upon^ the divine 
Author of our faith, and Captain of our salvation. 
So shall we no longer be in bondage, through fear 
of death ; but, with the saints oi old, overcome 
through the blood of die Lamb; overcome the dread, 
even while we sink beneath the stroke of this oar 
mortal foe. 
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Wbi^t I wfote cDnctmiM a firm fiutb in God'» 
most precious promiseSf and an boiable trust Ibal; 
we are the objects of his tender iove» is. what I de* 
sire to feel, rather than what I actually experience*. 
Considerations they are, with which I would ply my 
own heart, in h<^>es that they may be effMHnally set 
home by divine graoe» in hopes that they may become 
the happy means of making roe strong in faith» and 
enabling me thereby to give glory to God* 

Your remarks on this important point are exceed* 
ingly judicious, and perfectly right. After which» 
it will be insignificant to my friends and look like 
arrogance in*his correspondent, to add| that they, 
exactly coincide with my sentiments. 

I do not doubt but there aire many dear children 
of the blessed God, who are in a much better condi- 
tion, with rMard to his favour, than they can easily, 
be persuaded to believe. Many sincerely righteous, 
ibr whom light is sown; many true hearted,, for 
whom joy fill gladness is prepared : which, though 
latent in the furrows of inward tribulation, or op- 
pressed under the clods of misgiving fears, shall, in 
another wcnrld^ .spring ap with infinite increase, and 
yield ao everlasting harvest* 

That humble hope^ mixed with trembling, you. 
have very pathetically desci'ibed, in the.breaihiQgsof 
a renewed aoul paming after God ; languishing for 
tbe tokens. of his love; ardently desiring the final 
aijoyment of him in hia heavenly kingdom ; and re» 
lying wholly on the meritorioiiepassion^ pleading no- 
thing but the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
Happy, without all peradventure, happy the hearl^ 
in which such afi&ctions habitually prevail- They 
ane the b^inning of heaven, and will certainly be 
completed in glory* They constitute a signal part 
of that raeetness for tbe inha-itanceof saints in lightf 
conoerning which the apostle speaks, and which ia 
one of tbe surest evidences of our designation to that 
purchased possession. Christ will in no wise, on no 
consideration of past provocation oir presnit oorrup- 
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tioDi either for weakness of faith or want of eonfi- 
dence, cast oat such a one. Let not such a one 
question, but he who has begun the good work will 
accomplish it even unto the end. 

We should} however, as you most pertinently ob* 
serve, lament all the remains of unbelief as a misery ; 
repent of them as a sin ; and labour to obtain a more 
assured faith, both as our duty and our felicity. 
The direction for prayer, you know, is, that we draw 
near in full assurance of faith : and, whatsoever 
things ye ask in prayer, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them. The Thessalonians are 
commended for receiving the gospel with much 
assurance of faith. Receiving the gospel ! What is 
meant by that expression? Believing that the apos- 
tles were no impostors; that Jesus Christ i^s the 
true Messiah ; and that his doctrine came from hea- 
ven ? This, and abundantly more, I apprehend, it 
implies. That Christ died, not for sins only in gene-* 
ral, but for their sins in particular; that he bore all 
their iniquities, in his own bleeding body and ago- 
nizing soul, on the cursed tree; that all their crimes 
being fully expiated, the most rigorous justice would 
not demand a double payment for the same debt; 
and consequenUy that there remained no condemna- 
tion for them. This is the glad tiding, which they 
not only attended to, and credited with a speculative 
assent; but with a personal application of it, each to 
his particular case. And why should not we do the 
very same? I shall only subjom further on this head, 
what I take to be a very clear and accurate explana- 
tion of the apostle's celebrated definition of faith : 
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen ; putting us into a kind of 
present possession of the promises, and setting divine 
truths before the mind in all the light and power of 
demonstration. For this beautiful illustration of the 
inspired writer, I am obliged to an excellent clergy- 
man of this neighbourhood; who lately favoured us 
widi an admiraUe visitation sermon, and, for the 
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good of the public^ was prevaUed on to print it Yoo 
will give me leave to close the topic with a distinc* 
tion which I have somewhere read, or on some occa* 
$ion heard ; a distinction which I think properly ad* 
justs the case under consideration, and settles it, nei- 
ther on a precarious nor a discouraging issue* Many 
have the faith which bringeth salvation, who have 
not that faith which produceth assurance; but none 
have the former, who do not aspire after, and endea- 
yonr to possess the ktter. 

On the whole, I heartily beseech the adorable and 
infinitely gracious Giver of every perfect sift, to es- 
tablish, strengthen, settle us in the faith ofour Lord 
^esus Christ ; that he would fulfil in us all the good* 
pleasure of his will, and the work of fidth with power* 
And I dare say, we shall often lift up our hearts to 
our heavenly Father, and breathe out that ardent 
petition. Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief I 
If we have such frequent recourse to the overflowing 
and inexhaustible fountain of all good ; if we add to 
our prayers meditation on the merits of Jesus, and 
on the sure word of promise,— our faith will grow ; 
the grain. of mustard-seed will be quickened, ^ and 
sboot up into a tree; the little drop will become 
a stream, and the stream spread into « river* -The 
waters that issued from the sanctuary were^ at first, 
deep to the ancles only; then they arose to the 
knees ; soon they reached the loins ; and were afti^* 
wards waters to swim in. 

The Contemplations you are pleased to inquire 
after are, after long delays, or a very slow procedure 
of the press, launcned into the world* What may 
be their fate, I dare not conjecture. Whether, by 
the general disapprobation, they may be unfortu- 
nately becalmed ; or, by the severity of critics, may 
split on the rocks of censure ; or, foundering through 
their own unworthiness, may sink in oblivion ; or, 
blessed by a gracious Providence, may gain the 
haven of public acceptance, and import those valu- 
able commodities, pleasure which improves, and im- 
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pmvement wtiicb delights. When they reach yoar 
purtsy be so good, dear sir, as to perase them, first 
with the humble ohild*like spirit of a Christian, who 
seeks religious advantage ill ali that he reads. Next, 
with the candid rigour of a- friend, saying, as you pro- 
ceed, Here his tHoaghts are redundant, and want the 
pifnning-knife ; there they are deficient, and call f<Hr 
the gratter's hand ; here the language is obscure^ and 
perspicuity id the only remedy ; there it is inexpres- 
sive, and must be rendered more nervous, in order 
to reach the judgment or strike the passions. Above 
all» let me beg of you to implore a blessing from the 
most htgh God, both upon the author and his piece ; 
that the one may be a momiment of divine mercy, 
the other a polished shaft in the great Immanuers 
quiver. 

Should not a sense of his love make us more ar- 
dently desirous of brinmng others to partake of that 
everlasting bliss, which we humbly expect as our 
final portion; and of which some foretastes have 
been indulged even in our present state ? Should we 
not be stirred up with greater assiduity and love^ 
to warn every qaan, and exhort every man, that they 
also may be pr^ented perfect in Christ, and live for 
ever in the light of bis countenance? The book I 
mentioned formerly, and took leave to recommend, 
shall be sent. I have set it apart as a present for my 
dear friend ; and whether my life b^ prolonged, or 
my death hastened, neither of these circumstances 
shall make any alleration in my de^gn. Only let 
me desire you, in your next, to give me once more the 
proper directions for conveying it to you ; for, some 
way or other, in my late unsettled state, I have mis- 
laid your letter* Please to present my thanks to 
Mrs — — - for her kind wishes ; and tell her, that they 
are, and shall be most cordially returned by her atid 
your most faidifal and affectionate friend, &c. ' 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Westar^FawUj Feb. 28. 1747. 

D&AB Sir, — I have read the ingenious gentle* 
man's letter attenthrely. Though be saye the strong- 
est things that can be urged upon the point, I still 
adhere to my sentiments ; and not because they aie 
mine, but the Scripture's, and supportable, I am per* 
suaded, by a variety of texts from the oraeles of truth. 
I b^ leave to waive the prosecution of the contro* 
versy. Controversy is what I naturally dislike, and 
what I have seldom found advantageous. I know 
his opinion, and he has given me an opportunity of 
decl^ng mine ; and would only add, that if in any 
thing we be otherwise minded (than is consistent 
with the gospel of grace), God (upon a diligeoiap- 
plication to his word, and homble prayer for me 
teaching of his Spirit) will reveal this unto us, Phil. 
111. 15. 

I have been reading Mr Baxter's Saint's Ever- 
lasting Rest, and admire^the copiousness, the just- 
ness, and the devotion of his thoughts. How happy 
the soul that, while reading them, can make them 
his own ! May this be always the prevailing desir^ 
and, in due time, the heaven-voqchsafed portion of 
the worthy owner of the book, and of his most.affec- 
tionate friend, &c. 



LETTER XXXV. 

Weston-Favell, Feb. 1 747. 
Dear Sir, — I have heard nothing from my prin- 
ter during all this interval. What can be the rea- 
son of his long silence, and great negligence, I can- 
not imagine. But this week it occurred to my mind, 
that if he delays th^ second edition at this rate, I 
may possibly be able to prepare the third letter to 
accompany it. Accordingly, I have postponed other 
business, and applied wholly to this work. I have 



8 



48 A COLLECTION 

transcribed some part of the intended piece, and 
send it for your perusal. Pray be so good as to 
examine it narrowlyt and favour me with your re- 
marks and improvements, on a separate paper. 
There are, I fear, besides more material faults, se- 
veral mistakes in the copy, owing to my want of 
leisure to review it. I suppose the remainder of my 
design, when completed, will consist of about the 
same number of pages. 

If I live till Monday, I propose to visit my pa- 
tient at the infirmary ; and, if company happens to 
be agreeable, will take the pleasure of spending an 
hour with a certain valuable and very much esteemied 
friend at Northampton. If you are not able to guess 
the person I mean, you shall -^oon be informed by, 
dear sir, yours, &c. 

Vtr bonus et prudens versus reprefaendet inertes, 
Culpabit dunsy idoompUs allinet atrum . 
TraDsverso calamo signum, ambttioso recidet 
Oruamenta, parum Claris hicem dare coget, 
Arguet ambigue dictum, mutahdo notabit.— Horacx. 

This I transcribe, not to inform you of the critic's 
office, but only to apprize you of what I wish, and 
what I humbly request. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Wesion-Favelly April 12. 1747. 
D£AR Sir, — I have folded down a corner of the 
leaf at the place where your perusal left off. There 
is a note or two subjoined to the preceding pages, 
which I wish you would please to examine. My 
humble service to Dr . I desire he will write 

his remarks and corrections on a separate paper. 
What think you of the following lines for a motto ? 

Night opes the noblest scenes, and sheds an awe 
Which ^ives those venerable scenes full weight, 
And deep impression on the intender*d heart. 

NfOiiT Trouosxib. 
Si qnid novisti rectius isti% 
Candidus imperti. 
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Your plan for forming a Christian 60€ietyi and re- 
galating our interviews, I greatly approve. It seems 
to me to be complete. I see nothing that should be 
taken from it, nor can think of any thing to be add- 
ed to it. I heartily wish to have it carried into eze- 
cotion, and hope it will be productive of considerable 
comfort and advantage to the members ; and not to 
them only, but, by rendering them more useful in 
their respective stations, to many others. 

A cold, and hoarseness on my voice, make me 
somewhat fearful of ^coming to — — this day. I 
hope yon have perused the remainder of the manu- 
script; and cannot but wish you would give the 
whole a second reading. The unknown importance 
of what we print, inchnes me to urge this request. 
Who can tell how long it may contmue, and into 
what hands it may come? I almost tremble- at such 
a thought, lest I should write unadvisedly with my 
pen, and injure instead of serving the best of causes. 

If you have put my little piece into the hands of 
my Aristarchus, Dr — I mean, desire him to be 
particularly attentive to the redundancies, and lop 
them off with a plentiful hand. 

I shall soon create you a second task, by trans- 
mitting for your correction twenty folio pages of 
remarks on the stars, and serious improvements. — 
Yours, &c. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Weston-FavelU June 27. 1747. 
My dear Fri£nd,-^Coming home this evening, 
I could not forbear musing on the various topics 
which furnished matter for our discourse ; and now 
I am all thoughtful and retired, I cannot forbear 
taking notice of some particulars relating to our con- 
versation. To be silent in such a case, would, I am 
persuaded, be more displeasing to a gentleman of 
your discernment and generosity, than to use the 
utmost freedom of speedi. 

VOL. VI. c 



50 A COLLEXSTWfS 

Was it yoa, dear sir, or I, tfaat, when a certain 
passage in Scripture happened to be asentionedsK 
treated it, not indeed with a contemptnoos disdain, 
bat with too ludicrous an air? desottutisd on it in a 
sportive and froUcsorae manner, in ordar to create a 
little pleasantry? If I was the person that indulged 
this 'improper levity, I beseech you to rebuke me, 
and severely too. Tiiough my design might be in- 
nocent, my conduct was apparently wrong. That 
infinitely precious and important Dook doonld be 
always neld in the hfigfaest veneration. Whatever 
the divine Spirit vouchsafes to dictate, should be 
thought and qfioke of by mortals, with gratitude^ 
dutifulness, and awe. It is the character of a reli-^ 
gioiis man, that he trembles at God's word ! and it 
is said of the great Jehovah, that he has magnified 
his nan^ and his word above all things. 

Who was it, dear sir, that lent to our valuable 
friend that vile book, Le Sopha, and yet wrote by 
CrebiUon, with an enchanting spirit of elegance ; 
which must render the mischief palatable, and the 
bane even delicious? I wonder that your kind and 
benevolent heart could recommend arsenic for a 
r^ale. It puts me in mind of the impoisoned shirt 
presented to Hercules. I am sore yon did not think 
on it, or else you would no more iiave transmitted 
such a pestilent treatise to the perusal of a friend^ 
than you would transmit to him a packet of goods 
from a country depopulated by the plague. If that 
polluting French book still remains in your study, 
let me beg of you to make it perform quarantine in 
the flames. 

The last particular relates to attendance on the 
public worship of God. Let ns not neglect the as-^ 
sembling ourselves together. This mas the advice of 
the best and greatest casuist in the world ; not to say^ 
the injunction of the Maker of all things, andJodce of 
all men. Would we be assured of oar Iov,e to God? 
This is one evidence of that most noble and happy 
temper, — Lord, I have lovied the habitalion of toy 
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house, and the place where tfav honour dweUeth, 
Would we jdorify the Lord ? Then let us appear in 
his courts, rail low on our knees before his footstool, 
and in this public manner avow him for our God, 
reoc^nize him &r our Kioff, and acknowledge him to 
be our Supreme Good. Would we follow the ex- 
ample of our devout and blessed Master ? Let us re- 
ntember how it is written, Jesus went into the sjna- 
gc^ne, as his custom was. And, if we take due care 
to get our hearts prepared, by a little previous medi- 
tadon and earnest prayer, I dare answer for it, our 
attendance wiU not be in vain in the Lord. God 
will, according to his promise, meet us in his ordi- 
nances; make us joyful in his house of prayer ; and 
we shall experience what (if I remember right) that 
brightest omament of the court of judicature, Judge 
Hues, declared. That he never sat under the preach- 
ing, even of the meanest sermon, but he found some 
word xxf edification, exhortation, or comfort. 

Dear sir, bestow a thought on these things. If 
the recnomtratiees are wrong, I willingly retract 
them ; if right, you will not pronounce me imperti- 
nent. Love and frienddiip dictate what I write; 
and the only end I have in view, is the holiness, the 
nsdubiess, the happiness, the final salvation of my 
much esteemed friend. It is for this, this only, I 
have now tifken tny pen in hand, and for .this I shall 
often bend my knees before G^d, and thereby prove 
myself to be, dear sir, &c. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

Weston-Favellf July 18.1 747. 
Dear Sij^ — I desire you to accept my thanks 
for the variety of beautiful lines which you sent me 
to chose a motto fi*om. They are all elegant, but 
not suffidsntly expressive of the design of the piece. 
TherefocB I imagined the following quotation from 
Dr Young somewhat more suitable : — 
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Night is fair virtue's immemorial friend ; 

The conscious moon, through every distant age, 

Has held a lamp to virisdom. 

You advised me to add a sort of note to the passage 

objected to by Mr , relating to the spark's being 

visible. In pursuance of your direction I subjoined 
the following : — 

" I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, 
vtrhose name dignifies my dedication, that this was a 
remark of his worthy father, when we rode together, 
and conversed in a dusky evening. I mention this 
circumstance, partly to secure the paragraph from 
contempt, partly to give him, and the world, an idea 
of that eminently serious taste which distinguished 
my worthy friend. The less obvious the reflection, 
the more clearly it discovers a turn of mind remark- 
ably spiritual, which would suffer nothing to escape 
without yielding some spiritual improvement. And 
the meaner the incident, the more admirable was 
that fertility of imagination, which could deduce the 
noblest truths from the most trivial occurrences." 

Will not this be looked upon as a sly underhand 
artifice whereby the author extols himself? 

Does the famous Dutch philosopher, Nieuentyt 
(I think is his name), treat of the heavenly bodies ? 
If he does, be so good, in case he dwells in your 
study, to fend him on a week's visit to me. Dr 
Watt's treatise on astronomy I should be glad to 
peruse. 

The Hymn to the Moon, whoever is meant by 
Scriblerus Decimus Maximus, is very poetical. I 
durst not venture to add what is wanting to render it 
a complete address, lest it should become like the 
visionary image, whose head was of gold, his feet of 
iron and clay. 

My transient remarks on Dr Rymer's Representa-> 
tion of Revealed Religion are lost. I must desire 
leave to postpone my observations on the other 
books. — I am, dear sir,'&c. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Weston^FavelU Atig. 8. 1747. 

Dear Sir, — After my thanks for what pasted in 
yesterday's interview, give me leave to add my ac- 
knowledgments for the perusal of your poem entitled 
The Deity. It is a noble piece, quite poetical, truly 
evangelical, and admirably fitted to alarm and com- 
fort the heart, to delight and improve the reader. I 
must desire to read it again. 

I visited the poor condemned malefactor ; found 
him an ignorant person ; aimed chiefly at these two 
grand points, to convince him of the neinousness of 
his sin, and shew him the all-sufficiency of the Sa- 
viour to obtain pardon even for the very vilest of 
offenders. To preach and teach Jesus Christ, is our 
office; to make the doctrine effectual, God's pe&i 
prerogative. Nothing more occurs, but that lam. 
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LETTER XL. 



Wesion-Favelli Aug. 8. 1747. 
Dearest Mr , I ought to take shame to 
myself^ for suffering so kind a letter, received from 
so valuable a friend, to remain so long unanswered. 
Upon no other consideration than that of my en- 
feebled and languishing constitution, can I excuse 
myself, or hope for your pardon. My health is con- 
tinually upon the decline, and the springs of life are 
all relaxing. Mine age is departing, and removing 
from me as a shepherd's tent. Medicine is baffled ; 
and jny physician, Dr Stonehouse, who is a dear 
friend to his patient, and a lover of the Lord Jesus, 
pities, but cannot succour me. This blessing, how- 
ever, together with a multitude of others, the divine 
goodness vouchsafes to gild the gloom of decaying 
nature, that I am racked with no pain,. and enjoy the 
free undisturbed exercise of my understanding. 
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I sm much obliged ta you for carrying my mes- 
sage to the Abbey with so much speed, and convey- 
ing to me with- equal dispatch a satisfactory answer. 
When you visit the worthy family again, be pleased, 
after presenting my aSectionate compliments^ and 
most cordial good wishes, to inform Mrs , that 

the piece is sent to the press^ and after some correc- 
tions made in the dedication^ addressed to my god- 
son. It is my humble request to him, and my ear- 
nest prayer to God, that he may regard it, not ti(iere- 
ly as a complimentary fornn bat as the serious and 
pathetic advice of his father's intimate acquaintance, 
and his soul's sincere friend ; who, in all probability, 
will be cut ofF from every other opportunity of ful- 
filling his sacred engagements, and admonishing him 
of whatever a Christian ought to know and believe 
to his soul's health. 

I forgot whether I tc^ you, that the last', work 
will be divided into two parts ; will be full as large 
as the two first letters ; and therefore the whole wM 
be disposed into two smalt pocket volumes, on a Tery 
neat paper, with an elegant type, in duodecimo. 
But a convenient number of the new essays will be 
printed in the octavo size and character, for the satis- 
faction of those who purchased the former edition, 
and may possibly be willing to complete their book. 
It was a considerable time before I could thmk of a 
title for the Ia«t pieces, that suited their nature, and 
expressed their design. At length I have determin- 
ed to style them Contemplations on the Night, and 
Contemplations on the Starry Heavens. 

Now I apprehend myself to be near the close of 
life, and stand, as it were, on the brink of the grave, 
"with eternity full in my view, perhaps my dear friend 
would be glad to know my sentiments of thingis in 
this awful situation. At such a juncture, the mind 
is most unprejudiced, and the judgment not so liable 
to be dazzled by the glitter of worldly objects. 

I think, then, dear sir^ that we are extremely mis- 
taken, and sustain a mighty loss in our most impor- 
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tant intereflts, by readiDff so much, and praying so 
little. Was I to enjoy Hezekiah's grant, and have 
fifteen years added to my life, I would be much 
more frequent in my applications to the throne of 
grace. I have read of a person who was often re- 
tired and on his knees, was remarkable for his fte- 
quency and fervency in devotion; being asked the 
reason of this so singular a behaviour, he replied. 
Because I am sensible I must die. I assure you, 
dear Mr ■ , I feel the weight of this answer, 1 see 
the wisdom of this procedure ; and, was my span to 
be lengthened, would endeavour always to remember 
the one, and daily to imitate the other. 

I think also we fail in our duty, and thwart our 
comfort, by studying God's holy word no more. I 
have, for my part, been too fond of reading every 
thing elegant and valuable that has been penned in 
onr own language; and been particularly charmed 
with the historians, orators, and poets of antiquity. 
But was I to renew my studies, I would take my 
leave of those accomplished trifles. I would resign 
the delights of modern wit, amusement, and elo- 
quence, and devote my attention to the Scriptures of 
truth. I would sit with much greater assiduity at 
my divine Master's feet, and desire to know nothing 
bnt Jesus Christ and him crucified. This wisdom, 
whose fruits are peace in life, consolation in death, 
and everlasting salvation after death ; this I would 
trace, this I would seek, this I would explore, 
through the spacious and delightful fields of the Old 
and New Testament In short, I would adopt the 
apostle's resolution. Acts vi. 4. and give myself to 
prayer, and to the word. 

With regard to my public ministry, my chief aim 
should be, to beget in my people's minds a deep 
sense of their depraved, guilty, undone condition ; 
and a clear believing conviction of the all-sufficiency 
of Christ, by his blood, his righteousness, his inter- 
cession, and his Spirit, to save them to the utter- 
most. I would always observe to labour for them 
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in my closet, as well as in the palpit ; and wrestle in 
secret supplication, as well as to exert myself in pub- 
lic preaching, for their spiritual and eternal welfare. 
For unless God take this work into his own hand^ 
what mortal is sufficient for these things ? 

Now, perhaps, if you sat at my right hand, you 
would ask, What is my hope with regard to my fu- 
ture and immortal state ? Truly my hope, my whole 
hope, is even in the Lord Redeemer., Should the 
king of terrors threateh — I fly to the wounds of the 
slaughtered Lamb, as the trembling dove to the 
clefts of the rock. Should Satan accuse — I plead 
the Surety of the covenant, who took my guilt 
upon himself, and bore my sins in his own body 
on the tree. Should the law denounce a curse — I 
appeal to him who hung on the accursed tree, on 
purpose that all the nations of the earth might be 
blessed. Should hell open its jaws, and demand its 
prey — I look up to that gracious Being who says^ 
Deliver him from going down into the pit, for. I 
have found a ransom. Should it be said. No un- 
clean thing can enter into heaven ; my answer is,— — 
The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin : though 
my sins be as scarlet, through his blood they shall 
be as white as snow. Should it be added. None can 
sit down at the supper of the Lamb without a wed- 
ding-garment, and your righteousnesses, what are 
they before the pure law and piercing eye of God, 
but filthy rags ? These I renounce, and seek to be 
found in Christ Jesus, who is the Lord my righteous- 
ness. It is written in the word that he is to judge 
the world at the last day. By his obedience' shall 
many be made righteous. 

So that Jesus, the dear and adorable Jesus, is all 
my trust. His merits are my staff, when I pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death. His 
merits are my anchor, when I launch into the bound- 
less ocean of eternity. His merits are the only riches • 
which my poor soul, when stript of its body, desires 
fn carry into the invisible world. If the God of 
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glory pleases to take.notice of any mean endeavours 
to honoar his holy name, it wiil be infinite conde- 
scension and grace ; but bis Son, his righteous and 
suffering Son, is all my hope, and all my salvation. 
Dear sir, pray for me^ that the weaker I grow in 
body, the stronger I may become in this precious 
faith. May the dioicest blessings attend you and 
yours 1 A letteiP would revive yours, &c. 

P,& — Though the days are come upon me, in 
which I have reason to say of worldly things, I have 
no pleasure in them ; yet I find a secret satisfaction 
in this consideration, that to you, my dear friend, 
and to others of my candid acquaintance, I may be 
permitted, even when dead, to speak in my little 
treatises. May they, when the author is gone hence, 
never to be seen in these regions below, O may they 
testify, with some small degree of efficacy, concerning 
Jesus, that Just One I may they'fan the flame of love 
to his person, and strengthen the principle of faith 
in his merits ! Once inore, dear sir, adieu. 



LETTER XLI. 

Weston-Favell^ Aug. 22. 1747. 
Dear Sir, — Having read Dr Middleton's intro- 
ductory discourse, I hardly know what to think of 
his bold assertion. That all the miracles supposed 
to be wrought after the apostolic age, are absurd and 
fictitious. I must suspend my opinion concerning 
this point, till I find it either confirmed by the si* 
lenpe, or confuted by the arguments of the advocates 
for ecclesiastical antiquity. In the main, I approve 
of his design, which is to settle the proofs of our holy 
religion on the basis of the inspired writings, and to 
deduce its doctrines from the same sacred source. 
The Scriptures, as our friend H beautifully ex- 
presses himfielf, are the armoury of God, from Whence 
we may draw weapons of a divine temper, wherewith 
to engage aU that oppose the truth, or hold the same 
in unrighteousness. 

c2 
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Does not this ingenious writer bear a little too 
bard upon the religious character aiid es^emplary 
behaviour of the primitiire fathers ? I cannot but 
think they bad, at least in this respect, a very evi* 
dent superiority ot^er most of their successors. How 
flowing, perspicuous, and elegant is the Doctor's 
style ; and how stiff, obscure, and bombast, the lan- 
guage of the archdeacon I I dare* say you could 
not forbear smiling at his^-*-bla2ing out most fastidi- 
ous- hypercritics ; reproaching, (not virulently, bat) 
tartly;, lashing, (not severely, but) superciliously; 
and penetrating the very vitals of the dead lan- 
guages. 

If your Matho is not lent out of town, I wish you 
would be so good as to send for it, and favour me 
with a sight of it by the bearer. The reason of my 

requesting this is, that Mr informs ifle by my 

brother, if he has not the last piece by the middle of 
next week, his press must stand still. And me- 
thipks I would gladly peruse Matho before I suffer 
my last essay to depart. When can you afford -me 
your conversation for an hour or two, in order to 
examine Mr 's remarks, and bestow the finish- 
ing touches on the piece? Shall I wait upon you on 
^£>nday morning early ? When this business is 
dispatched, your book, and my thanks^ shall be re- 
turned together*-— Yours, &c. 



. LETTER XLII. 

Westm-Favelly Oct. 81. 1747. 

Dear Sir, — With thanks I return Colonel Gar- 
diner's life. The worthy author has presented me 
with a copy, which I hope will serve to humble and 
animate me so long as I live. 

Abemethy on the Divine Attributes, I will soon 
restore." In the mean time, shall I beg the favour 
of borrowing Pliny's Natural History ? 

You may remember who is to call upon you (Deo 
volentej on Monday morning. I must devote the 
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greatest part of this day to prepare mj translatory 
quota of Dickson's JTiereapeulica Sacra. The 
thoaffhts of our little society bring to my mind a 
pleasing circnmstanee^ which I observed when we 
w»e at oar last interview. My very valuable friend 

Dr S told a story, in which he had occasion to 

refer to some profane and execrable language. In* 
stead of defiling his lips with a repetition of the hell* 
ish jargon, be was so truly discreet as only to men- 
tion it under the general title of horrid oaths. A 
delicsacy this, which I thought highly becoming both 
the Christian and the gent&man. I Jiave sometimes 
taken the freedom to observe, in the most respectful 
manner, upon some little inadvertencies in my worthy 
friend's conduct; but now it is with the highest 
pleasure that I congraflllate him upon a most ami- 
able piece of religious decorum introduced into his 
discourse.— I am, ftc. 



LETTER XLIII. 

fVeUan^FaveU^ Dee. 2. 1747. 
Dear Sir,--*Thx surprise which your letter gives 
me is inexpressible, and the grief equal. I will has- 
ten as soon as possible to my worthy and afflicted 
friend. O that I could bring with m^ some healing 
balm for his wounded heart T It would be no small 
alleviation of my own sorrows, if I might be instru- 
mental to make his less. A long continued cold, 
and an unexpected journey, have unfitted me firom 
following your prescriptions. I am obliged to your 
candour for ascribing my neglect to this causey and 
not to any disregard of your advice; for I am per- 
suaded, 



Si qua pbtuissent Pergama dextra 



DefeodH etiaoi bao Meoia fuinent. 

I will stay the messenger no longer ; and I hope 
I shall not stay long before I set out mysel£ It is 
owing wholly to an accident that I do not accom- 
pany the beater, with a view and a hctpe of admi- 
nistering some consolation to Dr S* I amy &c 
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LETTER XLIV.. 

Northampton^ Dec. 5. 1747. 

Dear and worthy Sir,-?— You will wonder to see 
a name which you have but lately kiiown at the bote- 
torn of this paper. But how, how will you be 
surprised, how grieved, to read the occasion ! It is 
so afflicting, almost so insupportable to our valuaUe 
friend, that he is unable to give you the narrative; 
therefore has committed the office {tristeministerium!) 
to my pen. And must I tell you ? can you bear to 
hear it? Mrs o is dead; that amiable and exp- 

edient lady is dead. She was safely delivered of a 
daughter the very day on which Dr S— wrote to 
you last ; was as well as could^e expected or wished 
oh Sunday morning; and departed this life on Tues* 
day evening. On Sunday in the evening our com- 
mon friend perceived her to.be attended with some 
alarming, and, as he apprehended, fatal symptoms. 
Dr K was immediately sent for, who gave some 

encouragement. On Monday came Dr J through 

a very deep snow, and most terrible weather, but 
urged by friendship and compassion. The moment 
that sagacious practitioner beheld her, he confirmed 
Dr S 's first sentiments, that the case was irre- 
coverable ; and added,* that the great change was at 
the very door, and would probably take place in 
twenty-four hours, which came to pass accordingly. 

Your own tender and sensible heart will naturally 
conclude Dr S is so oppressed with sorrow, as 

not to be capable, at present, of answering his most 
valued correspondents : 

Curs leves loquuntur, ingente^ stupent. 

But he intends, when time has somewhat alleviated his 
grief, and religion has more reconciled him to the 
awful dispensation, to make a particular reply to the 
whole of your epistolaiy favour. You will, I do 
not question, recommend our distressed friend to the 
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Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort* 
May we all lay this awakening stroke of Providence 
to heart, and give all diligence to have our sins par- 
doned through redeeming blood, our souls renewed 
by sanctifying grace; that whether we live^ we may 
live unto the Lord ; or. whether we die^ we may 
die unto the Lord ; so that Uving or dying we may 
be the LK>rd's. 

The second edition of my Meditations, with the 
addition of another volume, is at last published. I 
have given directions to my bookseller to send you 
a copy ; and beg of you to accept it as a small, but 
the most speaking and eloquent expression I am able 
to form, of that great, that growing esteem I have 
conceived for Dr Swan, ever since our first interview 
at Weston* Be pleased, dear sir, to read it with 
the utmost, or rather with your own candour; and 
sometimes dart up a short petition for the author, 
that, whatever is the fieite of his book, himself may 
live over hb writings, and be what he describes.— 
I am, &c. 



LETTER XLV. 

JVesion-Favell, 1747. 

Dear Sib, — M& H— delivered your message. 
Upon a repeated perusal of your Rules and Orders, I 
find nothing to add, nor any thing to alter. I think 
it is a finely calculated scheme, and seems very likely 
to be productive of considerable good. 

When the disciples were together, after their 
Master's resurrection, they baa the honour, the 
comfort, and advantage of his divine presence. And 
why may not we, when associated on such a plan, 
and conversing with such views, reasonably hope for 
the same blessing? 

I shall return all your books by the first oppor- 
tunity; only the first volume of the History of the 
Bible, I beg to keep a little longer. The Bible I 
intend, for .the future, to make the principal object 
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of my study* That beaudfiil and impcnrtant exbor- 
tation shall be my ruling direGtory, b x^yo^ tv x^«^ 

tt$tM$mit IF Vf*$f wXltTltff, 

Perhaps Dr W 1 1 will be so obliging as to 
answer mv letter. And if so, I think it will be pro- 
per to defer writing to Mr R ^n, and sending the 

draught, till I hear the Doctor's sentiments. I beg 
of you to accept the cordial compliments, as you 
have always the best wishes, and frequ^itly the ear- 
nest prayers of, dear sir, yours, &c. 



LETTER XLVI. 

Wesion^Favell, Dec. 12. 1747. 

Dear Sir, — This, I hope, will find you p^ectly 
recovered from your indisposition, and thoroughly 
reconciled to dod's holy will. Afflictions, when 
sanctified, are real blessings: they work humility, 
and wean from the world ; they teach us to pour ou^ 
not our words only, but our very souls, before God 
in prayer; and create an ardent desire after that in- 
heritance in heaven, which is incorruptible and im- 
mortal; after those mansions of peace, where sorrow 
and sighing flee away. May this be the efiect of that 
awful stroke which has made so deplorable a breach 
on iny friend's domestic comfort ( 

Next week Aberhethy will return to your study ; 
and I only wish that he might bring with him a little 
more of the everlasting and glorious gospel. With 
my compliments to Mrs , I am, &c. 



LETTER XLVII. 

Westanj Dec. 1747. 

DiSAR Sir, — I truly commiserate your variq^ted 
calamity; and heartily wish I could suggest any 
thing which might be the means of administering 
some ease to your afflicted mind,' and of assisting yon 
to reap ample benefit from your distressed situation* 

You well knpw that all afflictions^ of what kind 



soevetf proceed from God: I form the ligbt^ and 
create darkness ; I make peac^ and create evil; I 
the Lord do all these things, Isaiah zlv. 7. They 
spring not from the dust; are not the effects of a 
random chance, but the appointment of an all-wise, 
all-foreseeing God, who intends them all for the 
good of his creatures. This, I think, is the funda- 
mental argument for resignation, and the grand 
source of comfort This should be our first reflec* 
tion, and our sovereign support. He that gave me 
my being, and gave his own Son for my redemption, 
be has assigned me this suffering. What he ordains, 
who is boundless love, must be good; what he or- 
dains, who is unerring wisdom, must be proper. 

This reconciled Eli to the severest doom that ever 
was denounced : It is the Lord ! and though grievous 
to human nature, much > more grievous to parental 
affection, yet it is unauestionably the best ; therefore 
I humbly acquiesce, I kiss the awful decree, and say 
from my very soul, let him do what seemeth him 
good, 1 Sam. iiL 18* 

This calmed the sorrows of Job under all his un- 
paralleled distresses: The Lord gave me affluence 
and prosperity; the Lord has taken all away: rapa- 
cious hands and warring elements were only his in- 
struments; therefore I submit, I adore, I bless his 
holy name. 

This consolation fortified the man Christ Jesus at 
the approach of his inconceivably bitter affonies: 
The cup which, not my implacable enemies, but my 
Father, by their administration, has given me, shall 
I not drink it ? It is vour Father, dear sir, your 
heavenly Father, who loves you with an everlasting 
love, that has mingled some gall with your portion 
in life* Sensible of the beneficent hand from which 
the visitation comes, may you always bow your head 
in patient submission; and acknowledge, with the 
excellent but . afflicted monarch Hezekiah, Good 
is the word of the Lord concerning me, 2 Kings 

XXr 19. 
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AH afflictions are designed for blessings; to do us 
good at the latter end, however they may cross our 
desires, or disquiet our minds at present. Happy 
(says the Spirit of inspiration, and not wretched) 
is the man whom God correcteth, Job r, 17.; and 
for this reason, because his merciful chastenings, 
thouffh not joyous, but grievous, yield the peace* 
able fruit of righteousness unto them that are exer* 
cised thereby, Heb. xii. 11. God's ways are not 
as our ways. The children whom we love we are 
apt to treat with all the soft blandishments and fond 
caresses of profuse indulgence; and too, too often 
cocker them to their hurt, if not to their ruin. But 
the Father of spirits is wise in his love, and out of 
kindness severe. Therefore it is said. Whom he 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth, Heb. xii. 6. Would you not, dear 
sir, be a child of that everlasting Father, whose 
favour is better than life ? Affliction is one sign of 
your adoption to this inestimable relation. Would 
you not be an *^ heir of the inheritance incorruptible^ 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away ?" Affliction is 
your path to this blissful patrimony. Through much 
tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Acts xiv. 22. Would you not be made like your 
ever-blessed and amiable Redeemer? He was a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and every 
disciple must expect to be as his master. 

Perhaps you may think your affliction peculiarly 
calamitous ; and that, if it had been of some other 
kind, you could more cheerfully submit, more easily 
bear it. But you are in the hands of an all-wise 
Physician, who joins to the bowels of infinite love 
the discernment of infinite wisdom. He cannot mis- 
take your case. He sees into the remotest events; and, 
though he varies his remedies, always prescribes with 
the exactest propriety to every one's particular state. 
Assure yourself, therefore, the visitation which he 
appoints is the very properest recipe in the dispen- 
satory of heaven. Any other would have been less 
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fit to convey saving health to your immortal part, 
and less subservient to your enjoyment of the tern* 
poral blessings which may, perhaps, be yet in store 
for you. 

. Should you inquire what benefits accrue from 
afflictions? Many and precious. They tend to wean 
us from the world. When our paths are strewed 
with roses, when nothing but music and odours float 
around, how apt are we to be enamoured with oar 
present condition, and forget the crown of glory, for- 
get Jesus and everlasting ages ? But affliction, with 
a faithfiil though harsh voice, rouses us from the 
sweet delusion. Affliction warns our hearts to rise 
and depart from these inferior delights, because here 
is not our rest. True and lasting joys are not here 
to be found. The sweeping tempest, and the beat- 
ing surge, teach the mariner' to prize the haven, 
where undisturbed repose waits his arrival. In 
like manner, disappointments, vexations, anxieties, 
crosses, teach us to4ong for those happy mansions, 
where all tears will be wiped away from the eyes. 
Rev. xxi. 4. ; all anguish banished from the mind ; 
and nothing, nothing subsist, but the fulness of joy»* 
and pleasures for evermore. 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Christ. . Christ has 
un^>eakable and everlasting blessings to bestow: 
such as the world can neither give nor take away ; 
such as are sufficient to pour that oil of gladness into 
our souls, which will swim above the waves of any 
earthly tribulation. But are we not, dear sir, are we 
not most unhappily indolent and inattentive to these 
blessings, in the gay hours of an uninterrupted pros- 
perity r It is very observable, that scarce any made 
application to our divine Redeemer, in the days of 
his abode with us, but the children of affliction. 
The same spirit of supineness still possesses.mankind. 
We undervalue, we disregard the Lord Jesus, and 
the unspeakable privileges of his gospel, while all 
proceeds smoothly, and nothing occurs to discompose 
the tenor of our tranquillity. But when misfortunes 
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harass our ci£ciim&taDces» or sorrows oppress our 
miiidsF; then we are willing, we are glad, we are ear* 
aest, to find rest in Christ* 

In Christ Jesus there is pardon of sins. 'Sin is a. 
burden, incomparably sorer than any othet distresF. 
Sin would sink us into the depths of eternal ruin» 
and trs^sfix us with the agonies of endless despair. 
But Christ has, at the pnce of his very life, pur- 
chased pardon for all that fly to him. He has borne 
the guilt of their sins in. his own body on the tree, 
1 Pet. iL 24*. Hare they deserved conderanation ? 
He has sustained it in their stead. Are they ob<» 
xloxious to the wrath of God ? He has endured it as 
difiir substitute ; he has made satisfaction, complete 
satisfaction for ^11 their iniquities, Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
So that justtoe itself, the most rigorous justice, ccm. 
demand no more. O that distresses may prompt 
us> to prize this mercy 1 may incite us to desire ar^ 
dently this blessedness! thesiitwill be good for us 
to hare been afflicted. Psalm cxix* 71. 
. Christ has obtained for us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, (Gal. iii. 2») to isanetify our hearts, and renew 
our natures. ' Ad unrenewed carnal mind, is ten 
thousand times more to be lamented, more to be 
dreaded, thannny external calamities. And nothing 
can cure us of tfass most deadly dbease but the sanc« 
tification of the %urit. The divine Spirit alone is 
able to put the fear of God in our souls, and awaken 
the love of God in our hearts, Jer. xxxii. 40. His 
influences suggest such awful and amiable thoughts 
to our minds, as will be productive of these Christian 
graces. This sacred principle subdues our corrup- 
tioos, and conforms us to ciir blessed Redeemer's 
image. How is this best gift of Heaven disesteemed 
by the darlings of the world, who have nothing to vex 
them ? But how precious is it, how desirable, to the 
heirs of sorrow ? They breathe after it, as the thirsty 
hart panteth for the water brooks. They cannot hie 
satisfied without iu enlightening, purifying, cheering 
communications. Thb is all ^amr request, and all 
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their relief, ^* that the spirit of Christ may dwell in 
their hearts," Rom. viii. 9.; may enable them to pos- 
sess their souls in patience, Luke xxL 19. and de- 
rive never-ending good from momentary evils. Be« 
fore I close these lines, permit me to recommend one 
expedient, which yet is not mine, but the advice of 
an inspired apostle, If any be afflicted, let him pray. 
Dear sir, fly to God in all your adversity, pour out 
your complaints before him in humble supplication, 
and shew him your trouble. Psalm cxlii. 2. When 
I am in heaviness, says a holy sufferer, I will tliink 
upon God, Psalm Ixi. 2. — his omnipotent power, 
his unbounded goodness, whose ear is ever open to 
receive the cry of the afflicted. When the psalmist 
was dutressed on every side, without were fightings, 
within were fears, the throne of grace was the place 
of his refuge ; I give myself to prayer, Psalm cix. 3. 
was his declaration. This method, we read, Han- 
nah took, and you cannot but remember the happy 
issue, 1 Sam. i. 1 0. Let me entreat you to imitate 
these excellent examples; frequently bend your knees, 
and more frequently lift up your heart, to the Father 
<^ mercies, and God of all consolation ; not doubting, 
but that through the merits of his dear Son, through 
the intercession of your compassionate High-priest, 
he will hear your petitions, will comfort you under 
all your tribulations, and make them all work toge- 
ther for your infinite and eternal good. 

In the mean time, I shall not cease to pray, that 
the God of all powjer and grace may vouchsafe to 
bless THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and render them as 
balm to your aching heart, and as food to the divine 
life in your mind. I am, dear sir, with much esteem, 
compassion, and respect, your very sincere well- 
wisher, &c. 



LETTER XLVin. 

Weston-Favell^ Dec. 5. 1747. 
My DEAR Friend, — I assure you I am extremely 
concerned for the death of your most excellexvl ^\fe^ 
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afi indeed, indeed I t.hink she has left few equals behind 
her : " Take her all in all, I shall never see her like 
again." * But, my dear friend, you must not give way 
to excessive sorrow. All proper allowances I tender- 
ly do and ought to make, as such will be made both 
by God and man; but yet our sorrows roust not be 
immoderate, or inconsistent with the will of God, and 
resignation to his providence. Give me leave to pre- 
sent you with, and recommend to you, on this melan- 
choly occasion, a repeated perusal of Dr Grosvenor's 
Mourner, or the Afflicted Relieved. It is a most 
valuable gem ; and as it is wrote in numbers like the 
Spectators, it will not weary your attention. I am 
sure you stand in need of the consolations and helps 
there suggested. I am never without some of these 
littl#books to give away to my acquaintance under 
affliction, especially for the loss of dear relations or 
valuable friends. I think it, for these purposes, one 
of the most judicious and universally useful books 
extant; and it well deserves to be translated into 
the language of every nation where Christianity is 
professed. 

Do not you often recollect, in this season of dis- 
tress, the discourse, the prayers, the amiable, the re- 
joicing, and the heavenly spirit of our dear friend, 
who was with us last month? Blessed be God for 
making him such a lovely example, and such a zeal- 
ous promoter of pure and undefiled religion ! Blessed 
be God for promising us the same Divine Spirit; and 
giving us the same glorious hopes, which have had 
such a quickening and ennobling influence on his 
heart 1 The rich goodness of the Lord exercised to 
others, should encourage our expectations, should 
strengthen our faith. Let it then, let it be so. Adieu, 
my dear friend ! I will come to you again very soon. 
In the mean time, I shall not cease to pray for you ; 
as I am, with great compassion and great esteem, 
most tenderly, most sincerely yours, &c. 

* Shakipeara'i Hamlet 
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LETTER XLIX. 

WesUm^Favellt Jan. 12. 1748. 

My dear Friend» — Loth to make your aeirant 
stajy and loth to trespass too much upon the patience 
of our family who wait for me» I write in the utmost 
hurry. After so ereat an opinion as that of the judi- 
cious Dr ■ , I liardly dare venture to deliver my 
sentiments ; yet I must confess myself strcmgly in- 
clined to prefer your intended motto. 

Is it a vulgarism ? Rather the simplicity of the 
gospel ; accommodated to the lowest capacity, suited 
to strike ordinary readers ; wlto^ are the persons 
most likely to be impressed. Or, if it is a vulga- 
rism, let this be for the illiterate, the poetry for the 
polite. 

Is it Puritanical ? Be not ashamed of the name. 
They (the Puritans) were. the soundest preadiers, 
and I believe the truest followers of Jesus Christ. 
If such an imputation is a bugbear, we shall not act 
like gallant soldiers of Christ. Is it not the most 
important truth in the whole book of Ood? the 
surest, easiest, most compendious means of overcom- 
ing the dread of death ? If so, I need not make the 
conclusion. 

Will censure ensue ? Dear sir, dread it not. Be 
bold for once to despise ridicule; or rather, if it must 
needs fall upon you, to glory in this : Dedecus hand 
indecorum. 

Pardon my freedom. Only just think on my rea- 
sons. Reject them, and welcome. I shall be glad 
to be overruled for the better.— Yours, &c. 



LETTER L. 

Weston-FaveUt Feb. 4. 1748. 
Dear Sir, — I sincerely thank you for taking 
the trouble of correcting my marks for Italics. I am 
glad you did not erase Mrs S ■ - ^ s name. I assure 
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ou, Doctor, I shall alwayi^esteem it a real honour to 
e reckoned in the number of your friends ; and shall 
look upon it as one of the satisfactions accruing from 
ray book, &at it tells it in so pertinent a manner to 
the world ; liiomh, widi regard to your truly amiable 
deceased ladyi i fear it will be an instance of the ar- 
rogance of my heart, and a reproach upon the impo«> 
tence of my pen, or else i would say, 

■ Si qmd tnea scriptula possunt, 

YoQrs, Bcc. 

4.ETTER LI. 

Wesftm^Fiwell, Maraky 174®. 
Dbar Sir,---! ah vtry much obliged ifbr the pre* 
sent of your franks; they could never be more want- 
ed, or more welcome. If you have not so mttch as 
you w»h, t» rdieve tine nvcessities of the poor, dis- 
tribute from my stock. 1 am cloistered up in my 
ekadiber, and miaoipBaiiited with the distresses of my 
bvetbren* Lend «ie dMTC&re your eye to discover 
pmperotjects, aiyd your band to deal about my littfe 
fimd fer charily* Jio not forbid tne to send a guineia, 
in my iMKt, for this purpose ; do not deny me tbe 
pleasure of becoming, through your means, an in- 
stmment df some liltte eoiiifort to my afflicted feUow- 
enstures; smd (what is a £ir more endearing consi^ 
deratimi) to thefriemls, the brethren, die asensbers 
of him who died for my sins. If you have any other 
fiicnd, to wliose taste it may be agreeable, and in 
wlicae hands ubefui, I anil empower yoa to make tike 

E resent. Herewith xxumes the Descaift >enlar^ed. I 
ope you will be able to read it, and not a little to 
improve it. Can you engage Dr ■■ to run it over ? 
to grant prostremum hoc munus ? 

I must write it 49iwr again, so fear not to erase and 
bkKt. I have laicit aeeci wli^re or how I can hand- 
somely imtroduee dia!t:fine quotation At>m Mr Dyer's 
ibSMis of Rome ; but wiU sCyl<:mirider it, because you 
desire it. — I am, dear sir, yours, &c. 
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LETTER UL 

Aprils 174S. 
Ft, fy upon you, dear Dr ■ I had been 

endeavouring all the day long to fix my admiration 
on. that most exalted, that most amiable Being, who, 
though poAsesaed bf eKceliendet which the very 
angcfe contemplate with rapture and iuloration, yet 
faambled himself to dcaith, the death of the eioss, iot 
my friend and me ; when vour praises, kind indeed, 
holy alas 1 pemictously kmo, fetched ny thoughts from 
their proper element, and proper object, to grovel on 
a cittiture^ and that the laeanest of creatwne»— scdf. 
I could wi^ mysd^ on such occasieiis, like tiie deaf 
adder, srhich atoppeth htx ears, and refiiteth to hear 
the voice of 4lbe cnarmer, diarm he never so sw^eetly. 
Praise is most encbastii^ mnsic to the hunen ear$ 
shall I rather say, most delicious poison to the fa«* 
man taate ? From atrangers, or complimentary oor- 
respond^ats, we must expect a touch upon this «tring» 
a^rinklingofthi8spie& But among frjends, bosom 
friends, C3iristia& friends, it asast not be so. You 
and I9 dear sir, will teach one aootlier's hearts to rise 
io wonder, and glow with love^ at the consideraticHi 
of that ever-4t»kssed soveveigii, who is higher than 
the kings cf the earthy higher than the potentatei of 
heaveD, and yet lay in Sirkiiess asid the fkoAcm of 
death, that he miffbt make us the children of God, 
andexaltustoevenntingHfis. Pardon my excursions 
on this snlgect* A letter from my filler is enol^^k 
to oast rcontempt upon 'created things. It infotsms 
me tbnt my poor siater is leduced very low; eo low, 
lliat my faitber cannot hear her ^ipeak. He seems 10 
look upon her life to be in very great dangw. May 
tbe Father of compassiona restore ^ker heakb, that 
she may liw to the honenr of her dying Master, and 
be a comfort to ber afflicted parents U^-^ad I am that 
my dear friend can relish the^wrkiags of tbtft idunitiff 
and barning ii^t Mr — — <*• Our disesteem of sucS 
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gospel doctrines aa he teachesi generally arises from 
ignorance of ourselves. Therefore I heartily join 
with the Grecian sage, in saying E ccdo descendiU 
I am affectionately yours, &c. 



LETTER LIII. 

Weston^Favellf May 26. 1748. 

Dear Sib,**— I hate given directions to my book- 
seller to present you with the new edition of my 
Meditations; which I dqsire you to accept, and to 
look upon as a small but unfeigned expression of my 
roost afiectionate esteem. The pleasure of your com- 
pany I cannot expect often to enjoy; let me therefore, 
dear sir, by means of my little treatise, converse with 
you now and then, as it were by proxy, with a view 
of familiarizing to our minds those sublime subjects 
which will be uie study and the delight of a glorious 
eternity. 

Another set I have sent for Mr ; which I beg 

of you to render acceptable, by presenting. That 
worthy minister stands entitled to my grateful ac- 
knowledgments for his judicious and excellent letter. 
His candid and weighty observations have induced 
me to alter the exceptionable passage in the book ; 
and will, I hope, incite me to cultivate in my heart 
that amiable spirit of charity which hopeth all things. 

What I accidentally hinted to Dr , who favour- 
ed me with a sight of Mrs — -'s letter, I never 
imagined would have been communicated to her, or 
any person living. Had I suspected any such con- 
sequence, I should certainly have witiiheJd my pen, 
and concealed what I might happen to think; be- 
cause I neither relish controversy, nor have strength 
of mind, or solidity of judgment, sufficient to con- 
duct the procedure of an argument. All my aim, 
all my desire is, to quicken in my own heart the 
seeds of practical faith and vital holiness. If to this 
I might be enabled to cherish the same sacred prin- 
ciples in the hearts of some pf my serious and humble 
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acquaintance, I should wish for no other fruits of iqv 
labours. However, a8 Mrs *s objections are ao- 

vancedy and are now before me, it would be a failure 
of respect to her, and a desertion of my divine Mas* 
ter's honour, if I did not attempt, at least, to satisfy 
her scruples, and vindicate his conduct. I shall, 
therefore, with all freedom, but with sincere good* 
will, transmit my sentiments on every article of her 
letter. 

And first, with r^ard to the little assistance which 
I have contributed, and which Mrs ■ ' thinks wor- 
thy of her acknowledgments, I beg of her to ob- 
serve, that it is owing, wholly owing, to her adored 
Redeemer. To hiqi, to bim alone, she is obliged (if 
there be an obligation in the case) for this friendly 
donation. He has been pleased to command this 
mstance of my gratitude, for his unspeakably tender 
mercies to my soul. He has been pleased to declare, 
that he will look upon such a piece of kindness as 
done to his own most blessed sdf. This makes me, 
this makes all believers, glad ,to embrace every such 
occasion of shewing our thankfulness to our infinite- 
ly condescending, gracious Lord. The action which 

Mrs 's grateful pen calls generous, does not arise, 

as she expresses it, from any innate nobleness of mind. 
I remember the time, when this heart was hard as the 
flint, and- these hands tenacious even to avarice. But 
it is Jesus, the qubkening Spirit, and the lover of 
souls, who has made your friend to differ from his 
natural self. If the flinty bowels are melted into 
compassion, they are melted by a believing considera- 
tion of his most precious blood. If the avaricious 
hands are opened, and made ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate, they are made so by the free 
grace ^ our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore not unto 
me, not unto me, but unto the great and good Re- 
deemer, are all the returns of gratitude due. 

<< It is utterly inconsistent," says Mrs », << with 
my way of thinkii%, that the Son of God should be 
present at a wedding at all." But why should it 
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be thought utterly, why in any degree^ inconsistent 
with his dignity or wisdom, to be present at the so- 
lemnization of an ordinance which he himself insti* 
luted ; instituted in the state of innocency itself; 
instituted, for promoting the happiness of our nature^ 
and for perpetuating, with regularity and purity, its 
very existence ? If our Lord opened his commission, 
and shewed his divine credentials at a bridal festivity, 
it was, in my humble opinion, with a very peculiar 
propriety: Because it was a significant intimation 
of the benign and amiable genius of his religion, that 
he came, not in the austere and recluse spirit of the 
Baptist; came not to forbid, but to sanctify, the law- 
ful and trul^ valuable comforts of our present being. 
If Mrs pleases to consult the office of matri- 
mony, as it is celebrated by bur church, she will find 
a substantial reason assigned for our Saviour's grac- 
ing this solemnity with his presence, and working his 
first miracle on this occasion. And the more atten- 
tively she reads the Scriptures, she will find, in vari- 
ous places, how the Son of God delights to honour 
this sacred institution : since he calls himself the 
bridegroom of true believers ; and declares that he 
will betrothe them to himself in righteousness : since 
he shadows forth their spiritual union with his bless- 
ed self, by that most endearing, most indissoluble of 
ties, the nuptial; and figures out the satisfaction 
resulting from his gospel, and even the sublime en- 
joyments of his heavenly kingdom, by a marriage 
feast. When these things are taken into considera- 
tion, I hope it will appear that our holy Redeemer 
acted entirely in character, and conformably to the 
whole tenor of his revelation, by ennobling, by 
blessing the matrimonial festival with his presence. 

But " such a sort of feast is in general a scene of 
revelling." It is, I must acknowledge, too frequent- 
ly so ih our nation, and in our age. But was it also 
a scene of revelling, ofiensive to modesty, or con- 
trary to sobriety, in early times and among the Jew- 
ish people? There seems to be a hint in this very 
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narrfttiTe, that tbey were particularly carefiil to pre- 
vent all manner of indecency, or dissolute indulgence. 
For this reason, they appointed a governor of the 
feast; a principal part of whose office was to see that 
no irregularities were committed, but that all was 
conducted with decorum as Well as economy. Be- 
sides, if some of those festivities are perverted, will 
it follow that all are abused ? Might not there be 
some serious set of neighbours who knew how to be 
merry after a godly sort, and fulfil the old Mosaical 
rule of rgoicing before the Lord their God? 1 
myself have been present at the celebration of a wed- 
ding between Christian parties, and among Chris- 
tian friends, where heavenly conversation, and joyful 
thanksgiving to the adorable Author of all our com- 
forts, made the chief and the choicest part of our 
entertainment. And is there not very evident cause 
to suppose, that the nuptials in question were con- 
summated between persons of such a character? The 
holy Jesus, his devout mother, and serious disciples, 
would scarcely have been invited, or would hardly 
have accepted the invitation, if it was an irreligious 
couple, or a wanton assembly of guests. 

But *< in such a mixed multitude, it is hardly 
supposable that all should be serious in their dispo- 
sitions, or innocent in their conversation." Would 
not then the presence of so venerable and divine a 
Person, strike an awe upon the most loose inclina- 
tion? Could not his eternal power and Godhead 
control the most abandoned temper and ungovern- 
able tongue? He that intimidated the sacrilegious 
rabble, when they profaned the temple, and drove 
them before his single scourge; he that struck pros- 
trate to the ground a whole band of armed men, only 
with his word ; he who had all hearts in his hand, 
and could turn them whithersoever he pleased ; he 
would doubtless prohibit, at this juncture, whatever 
might carry the appearance of an immodest or intem- 
perate freedom. So that Mrs — — need not question 
but that, if any of the company was dissolutely dis- 
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.posed, the authority of our Lord's character, and 
.much more the agency of his Spirit on their minds, 
did most effectually restrain all licentiousness. 

" One would think," it is farther observed, •* he 
might have improved some occurrence or other to 
.their information and advantage/' That this was 
not done is taken for granted ; I suppose because the 
evangelist does not expressly record it. But is this 
a fair deduction, or a satisfactory reason ? Are there 
not many mighty works which Jesus^ performed, 
many edifying conferences which Jesus held, profess- 
edly omitted by the inspired penman ? Was not our 
Lord's tongue a fountain of wisdom evjer flowing, 
and a well of life never exhausted ? When did that 
good Shepherd let slip an opportunity of feeding the 
flock? He went to feasts, in the same spirit, and 
for the same purpose, as he came into the world, to 
turn poor mankind from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God. The sun might as 
well forbear shining, as the Sun of righteousness ne- 
glect to diffuse healing rays and heavenly knowledge 
all around. God's great design in sending his Son 
into the world was, that ignorant and sinful m^ 
might be reclaimed from the error of their ways, and 
be made wise unto salvation. And our Saviour 
solemnly declares, that he always did the will of him 
that sent him. If therefore this declaration be true, 
and if our Lord's conduct was uniform, we cannot 
but conclude that at Cana, as well as throughout all 
Galilee, his mouth was exercised in wisdom, and his 
tongue talked of judgment: that the words which 
dropped from his gracious, his instructive lips, were 
much sweeter than- the richest dainties which the table 
yielded ; much more reviving than even that generous 
wine, produced by a miracle, which bis divine power 
on this distinguished occasion wrought. This re- 
minds me of another objection, couched m the fol- 
lowing words :— 

<< It is harder yet to reconcile his behaviour when 
there. To increase the wine when the guests had 
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well drtiBk) conld tend to no oth^r end than to pro- 
mote and encourage intemperance.'* Perhaps Mn 

does not sufficiently attend to the narration of 

the eyangeltst. I do not find it asserted, that these 
guests had well drunk. The expression is used, but 
applied to other persons, and the custom usual at 
other ceremonies of this nature. I once was ac- 
quainted with a worthy gentleman, who frequently 
invited to his table the young persons of his neigh- 
bourhood ; and would take a pleasure in cultivating, 
by his discourse, the principles of sobriety, industry, 
ffiid piety in their minds. Now, in case he had said, 
after sapper was removed, ** I know very well, my 
honest neighbours, it is customary with some persons 
of fortune to please and to pride themselves in 
making their visitants drunk. They push the glass 
l»iskly round, and press one bumper upon another, 
till they send their guest staggering to bed." But 
now would any one infer, from such a remark on the 
practice of others, that this was also the practice at 
my friend's house? To form any conclusion injuri- 
ous to the sobriety of those guests, seems to be much 
the same illogical and unreasonable arguing. But, 
supposing the expression applied to the guests then 
present, what is its significs^tion ? The original word 
sometimes signifies no more than to drink with so 
modemte an indulgence, as innocently to exhilarate 
the spirits. It is used concerning Joseph's brethren, 
when they were treated in his palace, and had por- 
tions sent from his table. Gen. xliii. 34. Now, can 
any one, who is at all acquainted with the character 
of that exemplary patriarch, imagine that he would 
permit his brethren, in his own presence, to trans- 
gress the rules of temperance? Much less can any 
one, who really believes in, Jesus, and seriously con- 
siders the design of his coming into the world, allow 
himself to suspect, that he would furnish fresh wine 
for those who (in the obnoxious sense of the word) . 
bad well drunk already. Could he, who is our 
sanctification, the Lord our purifier, administer to 
our inordinate gratifications ? 
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*^ Tesy" savs Mrs , " because this increase of 

the wine could tend to no other end than to pro- 
mote and encourage intemperance." Mrs ■ pos- 
sibly forgets, that the Jewish festivals were prolong- 
ed for several days; that a fresh succession of guests 
might be expected; that very probably a much 
greater resort of company than was provided for 
might be occasioned by our Lord's illustrious, pre- 
sence; that the miraculous supply might be intended 
for their accommodation ; or, that it might not be all 
spent on that occasion, but reserved for the future 
accommodation of the married couple.* We read^ 
John xxi* that the disciples took, at one cast, a vast 
multitude of great fishes.. But did they eat them all 
immediately ? Then they would have been gluttons 
indeed. They used for themselves what was neces- 
sary to satisfy their hunger, and sold the remainder 
to procure a livelihood. And why should we not 
conclude, that the bridegroom also, after a cheerful^ 
but temperate refreshment of his visitants, preserved 
the remainder of that fine wine for future exigen- 
cies? This I take to be the case; and that our di- 
vine Master, by this means, rewarded him for his 
hospitality to himself and his followers; at the same 
time giving a most conspicuous proof, that, as he 
and his disciples were henceforth to have neither 
storehouse nor barn, but to subsist on the charity of 
others, none should be losers by entertaining him 
iuid his friends; that every such kindness should 
meet with a full recompense of reward. 

" I must not omit the rough answer which be 
makes to his mother upon this occasion ; which, I 
think, stands in need of an excuse, though we find 
none in the evangelist for it." I do not wonder that 
Mrs is somewhat offended at this expression. 

* Maoy oommeatatore are of opinion, that the water was not tiuaed 
into wine in the water-pots, but as it ran into the cup, and the liquor 
in the water.pots remained water still. If so, which interpretation^ 
Without the least force, the text will very well bear, the lady*s objectioti 
wjU appear to have lest atrangtb >f t. 
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She is a lady of refined taste, and delicate address; 
and as she is not acquainted with the original lan« 
gnage, nor aware bow the phrase sounded in orien- 
tal ears, her remark is not to be looked upon as a 
censorious reflection, but as a proof of the politeness 
of her own sentiments. However, when she has an 
opportunity of ocmsnlting the ancient writers, she will 
find that their language had less of compliment, and 
more of sincerity than ours. It was so plain and 
artless, that persons of the best breeding have ad- 
dressed ladies of the highest quality by this very 
name ; and without intending any slight, or giving 
the least aflVont She may remember, that the eleven 
brethren, when pleading before thegovernor of Egypt, 
pleading for their liberties, or even their very lives; 
when, if ever, their expressions would be most care* 
fally guarded, and full of the utmost reverence, yet 
use this (to modern ears) uncourtly style— the roan ; 
meaning the viceroy himself, Oen. xliv., 26. Surely 
Mrs — — cannot forget, that our Lord, in his last mo- 
menta, calls his mother by the very same appeHation. 
Much less can she suspect, that he could be wanting 
in respect and tenderness, when his concern for the 
parent of his flesh triumphed over the agonies of the 
cross. 

Perhaps the substance of the reply may be thought 
somewhat unkind. I believe it should be translated, 
Woman, what hast thou to do with me? i. e. in such 
instances as this, wherein my Deity is concerned, 
and an interposition of my omnipotence is requisite* 
I would have tkee to know, once for all, that in af- 
fairs of this nature thou hast no authority over me ; 
neither does it become thee to direct me. She was 
over-forward; she took too much upon her; and 
the answer was intended for a plain and serious re- 
buke. Accordingly, the humble mother, like one 
sensible of her misconduct, acquiesces with silent 
submission, and never offers (throughout the whole 
course of the history) to interfere in such a manner 
any more, but leaves it to his wisdom to determine. 
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Wth when his divine power should be exerted, and 
what it should eiFect. 

• *' I do not know how it happens^" says Mrs , 

** but the more nearly I examine matters of faith, 
tlie further I am from assenting to them." Will it 

be acceptable to my dear friend , or will it be 

disgustful, if I attempt to tell her how this in gene- 
ral happens ? She seems to be possessed of great in- 
genuity of temper, and equal penetration of mind ; 
therefore I cannot think she will take amiss, what I 
6nly offer to her impartial consideration, without any 
application to herself. It happens, because people 
are unrenewed by the sanctifying influences of divine 
grace. This is not my precarious conjecture, but the 
infallible declaration of the great Searcher of hearts; 
The carnal man, says the Wisdom of heaven, re- 
ceiveth not the things, of the Spirit of God ; for they 
are foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. This was the 
case with Nicodemus. Our Lord's discourse was a 
riddle, was quite unintelligible to him, because he was 
not born of the Spirit, had not experienced that 
sacred change on his heart. Sometimes it happens, 
because persons are wise in their own eyes; depend- 
ing more upon the sagacity of their own judgment 
than upon the enlightening grace of God. I thank 
thee, O Father, says our blessed Redeemer, that 
whereas thou hast hid these things from (suffered 
them to lie hid, to escape the discernment of) the 
wise and prudent, thou hast revealed them unto 
babes. But who are they that are wise in their own 
conceits? I answer, they who study much, but pray 
little; who are often at their desk, but seldom on 
their knees; often exercise their minds in contempla- 
tions, but seldom lift up their hearts in earnest sup* 
plications to the Father of lights. But I must not 
enlarge. I shall be unsufFerably tedious. I most 

cordially commiserate Mrs 's afflicted condition; 

I beg of her to be more frequent, more importunate, 
in her devout addresses to the gracious God. Thi$ 
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is proper, peculiarly proper for her distressed circam^i 
stances. If any be afflicted, let bim pray— is a recipe 
prescril)ed from heaven ; bat more especially need- 
iiil for the unsettled state of her mind. For let me 
say, and let it not be looked upon as an unfriendly 
saying, I cannot but fear that soul is sadly unsettled, 
far from being fixed on that Rock of ages, that only 
Foundation, Jesus Christ, who can suppose the 
blessed Redeemer chargeable with such great inde- 
cencies of speech, and still grosser improprieties of 
conduct. Can a mind, whicn admits such unworthy 
^prehensions of the great Immanuel, rely on him 
as its fill-satisfying atonement, its complete righteous- 
ness, as the only anchor of its final, eternal hopes? 
May the God of all goodness reveal his dear Son in 
her heart, and in mine; that to us it may be given 
to know the mystery of his gospel ; that we may see 
it to be the wisdom of God, and feel it to be the 
power of God to our salvation ! You will, I dare 
say, heartily join your Amen to this important re- 
quest. If any fresh difficulties are started, I beg 
leave to decline the province of attempting their 
aolution ; and would remit all future inquiries to the 
much clearer judgment, and abler pen, of our va- 
luable friend Mr . Dear sir, pardon my pro« 
lixity ; pray for my little piece and its author ; and 
assure yourself of a willing and hearty return of this 
kindness, from your truly, &c. 
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^ Weston-Favell^ May 1 74.8» 

I s£ND my dear friend the letter, which by his 
instigation I write. I send it this night, that if he 
discerns any thing in it very improper, it may be 
returned by the bearer, and th6 needful alterations 
made. Methinks it gives a person a tasteful satis- 
faction to find favour with judicious and excellent 
men. What a transport of delight must it create, 
to meet with the acceptance of the great Judge, the 

d2 
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eternal King, the Fountain of all perfection ! To be 
admitted into his immediate presenee ; to be favoured 
with the brightest manifestations of his divine attri* 
butes; to love him with all our soiils,. and to be in- 
iinitely more beloved by him ; to be conformed to 
his glorious, his most amiable image, and so much 
the more as ages in an endless succession roll on 
ages— ^this is life, this is blessedness^ this is heaven ! 
And this life is in his Son ; this blessedness is pur-« 
chased for us sinners by the obedience of Cl^t ; 
to tliis heaven Christ is the wav, the door, the pass- 

Eort. O let us not doubt but he will make us meet, 
y his Spirit, for the inheritance which he has ob- 
tained by his blood. Ever yours, &c« 



LETTER LV- 

• 

WestoH'-FaveUy Aug. 18. 1748. 
My very dear Friend, — I received your letter, 
full of tenderness and full of piety, last night. The 
very first thing I apply myself to this morning, is to 
acknowledge your favour, and confess my own negli- 
gence. But your affectionate heart will pity rather than 
blame me, when I inform you, that a relapse into the 
disorder of which I was never thoroughly cured, has 
brought me very low ; insomuch that I am unable, 
either to discharge the duties of life, or to answer the 
demands of friendship. I have not been capable of 
preaching for several Sundays. Pyrmont water, iass's 
milk, and such kind of restoratives, I try, but try in 
vain. A great while ago I had begun a.very long let- 

-ter to my ever^esteemed Mr . In this 1 proposed 

candidly to represent the reasons of my bdief, with 
regard to the final perseverance of the true believer. 
But weakness of spirits, and its never-failing conco* 
mitant, imbecility of thought, obliged me to desist* 
In the new edition of my Meditations, a note is added 
on this subject, declaring. That I am far from main- 
taining it as essential to Christianity, or necessary 
to salvation, &c. Where I say» What infidels are 
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we in fact ? my meunine i% that we are all in some 
mettsure chargeable with practical infidelity ; as we 
are all in some degree carnal, in some degree sinful^ 
while we continue in this mortal body. Q>nftidering 
the infinite yeracity, and unchangeable faithfulness 
of the blessed God, the most exalted saints have too 
much cause to lament their deficiency in point of 
fidtb, and evermore to cry out, Lord, help our un- 
belief! 

An humble, well-grounded assurance of our recon- 
ciliation to God, is an unspeakably precious blessing. 
It is what all should seek, and many have attained. 
A gentleman told me a few days ago, That though 
he was often solicited to sin, often defiled with cor- 
ruption, yet he had no manner of doubt concerning 
bis everlasting salvation for these twenty years. On 
trying occasions, that seemed to endanger his final 
happiness, he fled, I presume, to the Fountain opened 
for sin and uncleanness. He viewed, by faith, the 
infinite, (O transporting truth !) the infinite satis- 
faction made by the bleeding Imroanuel; and could 
not but confide, that a divine expiation was more 
powerful to save, than all past sins or present infir- 
mities to destroy. This is the white stone of which 
Job was happily possessed-^ I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth ; and this sweet confidence supported 
bim under all his tribulations. This is that earnest ^ 
of the Spirit in our hearts, of which St Paul makes 
mention, and with which be was endued : We know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle be dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal m the heavens. And, in 
the full assurance of this blessed h<^e, may you, my 
dear friend, be every day more and more establishecl, 
Btroigthened, settled I 

If at any time I am favoured with this heavenly 
it is derived firom such comfortable Scriptures : 
'he Son of the Most High came into the .world to 
save sinners : He died, the just for the unjust: He 
poured out his soul for transgressors. And since you 
and I know ourselves to be sinners, unjust, transgres- 
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sors, why should we not take to oorselves the com- 
fort hete offered for our acceptance? Why should 
we not make use of the privilege here consigned over 
to our enjoyment, and claim the legacy, in these 
clauses of our dying Master's testament, most evi- 
dently bequeathed to our souls? To found our ex- 
pectations on this bottom, will be a means both of 
humbling and exalting us; of filling us with shame, 
and filling us with hope; that we may abhor oar* 
selves, and yet rejoice in God our Saviour. Many 
build their hopes upon their religious duties and 
righteous deeds : such a building must unavoidably 
be shaken by every temptation, and sapped by every 
working of corruption. These are in no wise the 
foundation, but evidences rather that we are fixed on 
it. For my part, when 1 can exercise a grace, or 
perform a duty, that is debased by no* imperfection, 
mingled with no corru{Hion, then I will trust on self- 
tighteousness. But till then, I must be very un- 
reasonable if I do not rely on my illustrious Surety ; ' 
fly to the ark of his wounds, and make mention of 
his righteousness only. This is all-sufficient; and 
never, never faileth those that trust in it. 

You are not ignorant of my sentiments with re- 
gard to our dissenting brethren. Are we not alt 
devoted to the same supreme Lord? Do we not all 
^ely on the merits of the same glorious Redeemer ? 
By professing the same faith, the same doctrine 
which is according to godliness, we are incorporated 
into the same mystical body. And how strange, 
how unnatural would it be, if the head should be 
averse to the breast, or the hands inveterately pre- 
judiced against the feet, only because the one is ha- 
bited somewhat differently from the other? Though 
I am steady in my attachment to the established 
cburcli, I would have a right hand of fellowship, and 
a heart of love, ever ready, ever open, for all the 
upright evangelical dissenters. I thank you for the 
news you sent; it is impossible for me to pay in 
kind. Make my most respectful compliments ac- 
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Citable to worthy Mr ■■ ■, I had agreed to wait 
upon him when I was in town; but my brother's 
illness growing worse, and won proving fiital, de- 
prired me of this pleasure, and sent me home to 
attend his corpse with sorrow to the grave. 1 hope 
yon will be pleased with Archbishop Leighton's 
works; and I heartily pray, that they may be abun- 
dantly blessed to both our souls. 1 sincerely com- 
miserate poor Miss D— — 's case. Despair is indeed 
a fiery dart of the devil ; but, blessed be Sovereign 
Goodness, there is a remedy against this malady. 
The Israelites, though wonnded by the deadly ser- 
pents, looked to the brazen type hung upon the pole, 
and found a certain cure. And though we are stung 
by a sense of^guilt, and almost perishing in extreme 
despondency, yet let us turn our eye to him who 
was lifted up on the cross, and we shall be whole. 
He who was gashed with wounds, and covered with 
blood, who was pierced with irons, and stabbed to 
the heart ; he is our medicine, our recovery, our life. 
By his stripes we are healed. Oh ! let us look unto 
him from the depths of distress, as well as from the 
ends of the earth, look unto him and be saved. My 
paper admonishes me to have done; but I cannot 
conclude without assuring you, that 1 love you most 
affectionately ; so long as life and understanding last, 
shall pray for you among my choicest friends ; and 
hope, when this transitory scene of things is at an 
end, to be, in bonds of nobler friendship and ten- 
derer endearment, ever, ever yours, &c. 
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fVeston-Favelly June 3. 1749. 
So, my dear Sir, the physicians upon the whole 
have given your friend up great hopes of a cure. The 
apothecary's shop, the ass's dugs, and the mineral 
waters may, they apprehend, palliate the disorder; 
but that even a palliation, it seems, is not to be ex- 
pected, without keeping the mind quiet and cheerful : 



86 A COLLECTION 

and diat this impcnrtant ^end may most effectually be 
answered, the doctors have recoDimended diversioziSy 
travelling, and company; giving a caution, at the 
same time, I am told, against retirement, so much 
praying, and poring over religious books. 

Now, if cheerfulness be the grand, the fundamen* 
tal, the only recipe adequate even to the mitigation 
of this disease, I may venture to assert, that such 
recipe is to be found (possibly what I declare may 
be wondered at, but I aver it is to be found) in the 
Bible. It may be seen wrote at length, and it well 
deserves consideration, in Prov. xvii. 22. << A merry 
heart doth good like a medicine, but a broken spirit 
drieth the bones." 

That a satisfied, a serene, and cheerful state of mind, 
will in this case be more beneficial than all manner 
of restoratives for decayed nature, or cordials for the 
sinking spirits, 1 can easily believe; nay, I am far- 
ther convinced, that whatever can be contrived by 
the most solicitous care of the physicians, will pro- 
bably be rendered ineffectual, without this prime 
preparative, this most sovereign prescript. It is 
indispensably necessary, that all possible endeavours 
should be exerted to have the thoughts calm," placid, 
and easy. Every thing must be sacrificed to this 
most desirable end. Nothing can be more pernicious, 
in such circumstances, than the contrary situation of 
mind. But here will arise a question. How this 
inward tranquillity may most easily be attained, and 
most surely established ? By company, by travelling, 
by diversions, the doctors and some others will reply. 
—I am far, very far from being an enemy to diver- 
sions, when properly chosen, and used with modera- 
tion. Travelling may beguile the sense of woe, and 
palliate for a while the malady. Company, when 
cheerful and improving, is an excellent source of 
comfort; when innocent only and entertaining, is of 
some present service, and ought to be allowed (at 
intervals) admittance. But these wiU no more reach 
the case now under consideration, are no more able 
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to create a settled tranqaillity in tbe breast, than the 
eentle motions of a fan are sufficient to impel a wind* 
bound fleet. If they engross our time, and leave no 
leisure "for nobler methods of consolation, they will 
certainly prove like heavy lowering clouds^ and, in* 
stttid of diffusing, will intercept the rays of heart- 
felt satis&ction. But what, may it be asked, would 
I substitute instead of these expedients? I wonld 
bq; leave (unpolite as it may seem, and in a manner 
eiqiloded) to recommend prayer to God, and the 
daily reading of the Scriptures. If kind and friendly 
conversation be judged proper, why should prayer 
be disapproved ? .Prayer is an humble, but delight* 
ful intercourse^ with the best, the greatest, the ever- 
lasting Friend. And has any earthly friend exercis- 
ed more loving-kindness ? is any earthly friend more 
able to administer relief, than the blessed God? If 
there be such friends, let them be our whole depen- 
dence, and let omnipotent Goodness be secluded 
from any regard. 

God has so loved us, that he gave his own Son, 
dearer to himself than angels, and all worlds, to die 
for our salvation. Rather than we should perish for 
ever, he sent his infinitely glorious Son to take upon 
him our nature, and* suffer the unknown agonies of 
crucifixion. To shew his readiness to succour us in 
any distress, he styles himself the Father of mercies, 
and Crod (not of some, but) of all comfort, 2 Cor. 
i. S. And where is the person from whom we may 
more reasonably expect to receive tender and com- 
passionate succours, than from this all*gracious God? 
Is he not as powerful as he is gracious ? tVhat Job 
siaid of his companions, is in a degree true of every 
human aid,-— Impotent and miserable comforters are 
ye all. But the God of heaven is able to give songs 
in the night of distress; to make the bones that sor- 
row and anguidi have broken, to rejoice. If he 
speak peace, who shall cause disquietude, or what 
shall destroy our tranquillity ? Indeed, if we af^ly 
for comfort to any thing lower than heaven, or by 
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any such means as exclave frequent prayer, we ne- 
glect the fountain of living waters, and hew to our- 
selves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can bold no 
water. The Scriptures (and believe me, as I speak 
from daily experience) are a treasury of comfort. 
One who had drank deep of the cup of sorrow de- 
clares, that they rejoice the heart; and that for his 
own part, if his delight had not been in the divine 
law, he should have perished in his trouble; (see 
Bible, Psal. cxix. 92.) These things, says the fa- 
vourite disciple, write we unto you (not barely that 
you may have joy, but) that your joy may be full, 
John XV. 11. And St Paul adds, that whatever 
things are written by the Spirit of inspiration, are 
written for our benefit ; that we, through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope^ 
Rom. XV. 4.; that blessed hope of eternal life, 
which is an anchor to the sOul in all the storms of 
adversity ; which is the oil of gladness, swimming 
above all the waves of affliction. By having recourse 
to diversions- and amusements, ia preference to the 
strong consolations suggested in the Bible, we act as 
injudiciously, we shall be deceived as certainly, as if, 
amidst the sultry heats of summer, we should seek 
cooling refreshment from a painted tree, and shun 
the embowering shady covert x>f a real grove. 

If we are afflicted, the Scriptures acquaint us, that 
our afflictions are the chastisements of a Father, not 
the scourges of an enemy. They give us assurance, 
that the all-disposing Providence will not suffer us to 
^ be afflicted above what we are able to bear; (see 
1 Cor. X. 13.); that they shall turn to our good, 
and bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness ; 
that they are light, are only for a moment, and yet 
shall work out for us a weight, an eternal weight of 
glory. Can all the volumes of heathen morality sug- 
gest, or all the recreations of the world afford, such 
rational and solid consolation ? Without these con- 
solations, afflictions will be like a latent sore, smart- 
ing and rankling in the heart; will produce discon- 
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tent with onr condition, and repining at Providence;, 
a melancholy temper, and a fretful carriage. Trifling 
company, and worldly pleasures, will serve only to 
aggravate the misery, and make us inwardly mourn, 
that while others are in the elevations of mirth, we 
are pressed with a weight of calamity; whereas, 
by means of those sovereign consolations, aflSictions 
may be improved to the health of the mind, and be- 
come a most salutary expedient for fiirthering our 
spiritual happiness. 

Can any thing be more, or eqtially comfortable, 
than the privileges recorded in that charter of our sal- 
vation, the Scriptures ? Tl^ere we are told, that as 
many as truly believe in Jesus Christ, are children 
of 'the Almighty; that the Lord who commandeth 
the waters, the glorious God who maketh the thun- 
der, the everlasting King who ruleth all things in 
heaven and earth, is their Father; he pities them as 
a father pities his own children. Psalm ciii. 1 3. ; and 
that a mother may sooner forget her sucking child, 
than he can remit his tender care for their present 
welfare and endless felicity, Isaiah xlix. 1 5. That 
because we are sinners, Christ Jesus, with infinitely 
more than parental tenderness, bore onr sins, and 
expiated all our guilt, in his own bleeding body upon 
the tree, 1 Peter ii. 24. Because we frequently 
offend, and afways fail, our merciful High>-priett 
ever liveth to make intercession for us, and to plead 
his divine merits in our behalf, Heb. vii. 25. Be- 
cause we have many corruptions within, and are as- 
saulted by various temptations without, we have a 
promise of the blessed Spirit to subdue our corrup-* 
tions. Gal. iii. 14. ; Ezek. xxxvi. 27. and renew us' 
afler the image of him who created us, Col. iii. 10. 
Because we are liable to manifold misfortunes, and 
vbited with a variety of sorrows, the same Holy^ 
Spirit is promised, under the amiable character of a* 
Comforter, John xv. 7. ; Luke xi. 13. Because 
all flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof (the 
youth, the beauty, the wealth, all mortal accom- 
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plisbment8, and every worldly enjoyment) is wither* 
ingy and transient as the flower of the field, (Isa. xl. 
6.) the Scriptures direct our view, and consign over 
to our faith a most incomparable reversionary iuherir 
tance ; ^n inheritance reserved in ^heaven for us, 
which is incorruptibtci undefiledy and that fadeth 
not away, 1 Pet. i. 4. 

Are these things, I would ask the physicians, 
likely to deject the mind, or oppress it with heavi- 
ness? Need their patients fear an aggravation of 
distresses from the offer, from the enjoyment of such 
blessings ? Much more reasonably might the bleed- 
ing wound fly from the lenient hand, dread the heal- 
ing balm, and court its*cure from the viper's enve- 
nomed tooth. Have these truths a tendency to en- 
gender gloomy apprehensions, as the medical gentle- 
men are too apt to imagine, or do these increase the 
load which galls the afflicted mind? Rather, what 
heart (that attends to, and believes such glad tidings) 
can forbear even leaping for joy ? These are calcu- 
lated to put off our sackcloth, and gird us with glad- 
ness, are enough to turn the groans of grief into the 
songs of gratitude. 

Cheered by these reviving considerations, support- 
ed by this blessed hope, th^ ancient Christians were 
more than conquerors over all their calamities ; they 
even gloried in tribulations, because these were the 
appointed way to the kingdom of heaven. Acts xiv. 
22* They took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, 
knowing that they had, in the world above, a better 
and more enduring substance, Heb. x. 34. They 
perceived with complacency the decay of their earth- 
ly tabernacle; because there remained for them, 
after their dissolution, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. Perhaps we 
may not arrive at such heights of heroic and trium- 
phant exultation ; but surely we should try those 
remedies, which in their case were so surprisingly 
and happily successful. 

Upon the whole, a peaceful composure of mind, 
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and calm resignation to the all-wise will of God ; a 
holy joy in the merits of our ever-blessed Redeemer, 
and a well-grounded hope of unutterable and immor- 
tal bliss in a better world ; these, these are more ab- 
solutely needful for a case like this, and will do more 
towards relief, than all the drugs that nature pro- 
duces. And very sure I am, that these noble ano- 
dynes are dispensed no where but in the Scriptures ; 
are to be procured no otherwise than by prayer. 
Other methods may stupify tor a moment, but will 
not remove the pain, much less introduce permanent 



I speak not this from mere speculation, or conjec- 
tural probability. I have myself experienced the 
efficacy of the preceding expedients for these desir- 
able purposes. Having been a sort of veteran in 
affliction, 1 have been under a necessity of applying 
these consolations; and have the utmost reason to 
bear witness, that there are none like them. The 
Scriptures are the treasury of joy and peace, and 
the truly religious are generally the most uniformly 
cheerful. 

If you apprehend what I have here advanced on 
the means of obtaining true cheerfulness and solid 
peace of mind, may be in any measure instrumental 
to the comfort of your friend, you would do well 
perhaps to communicate it, as I presume you are 
not ashamed of appearing in the recommendation of 
the Bible. The physicians would probably sneer at 
such sort of advice, but the arguments will not be 
the less valid on that account ; and if their patient 
be seriously disposed, such sneers would have little 
or no effect. 

Do you recollect Dr Young's lines * in the Eighth 
Night ? 

Wooldst thou not laugh, 
This counsel strange should I presume to giv&^ 
Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay ; 
There truths abound of sovereign aid to peace. 

* See Letter CLX. in this Tolume. 
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But these, thmi ihink*st, are gloomy paths to joj : 
False joys indeed are born from want of thought ; 
True joy from thought's full bent and energy : 
And this demands a mind in equal poise, 
Remote from gloomy grief and glaring joy. 
Huch joy not only speaks sipaU happiness ; 
But happiness that shortly must expire. 
Can joy, unbottom'd in reflection, stand ? 
Can such a joy meet accidents unshock*d ? 
Or talk with threatening death, and not turn pale ? 

Though my letter is much longer than I at first 
intended, and stands in need of an apology for its 
prolixity, I cannot conclude without giving you a 
fresh assurance, that amongst the great number of 
those who esteem and respect you, there is not one 
of them who more sincerely regards you than, good 
sir, your most obedient, and very bumble servant. 



LETTER LVIL 

Weston-FavelU Jidy 2S. 1 749. 

Dear Sm, — The favour you have done me^ in 
presenting me with Mr Moses Brown's works, was 
far from my expectation. Please to accept my best 
thanks for the gift, which, I dare say, will in the 
perusal prove perfectly agreeable, and not a little 
useful. 

I hope the divine Providence will give his Sunday 
Thoughts an extensive spread, and make them aa 
instrument of dijSTusing the savour of true religion. 
Seldom, if ever, have I seen a treatise that prcfSents 
the reader with so full, yet concise a view ; so agree- 
able, yet so striking a picture of true Christianity^ in 
its most important articles, and most distinguishing 
peculiarities. Though I am utterly unacquainted 
with the author, I assure myself he is no novice in 
the sacred school, and has more than a speculative 
knowledge of the gospel ; every page discovers traces 
of an excellent heart, that has itself experienced what 
the muse sings. I am, &c. 
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LETTER LVIII. 

fVeston-Favell, July 29. 1749. . 

Thanks to my dear friend for his welcome letter* 
It imparted joy to my heart ; and having communi- 
cated pleasure to our familvf is gone (part of it, I 
mean) to make glad your children and your friends 
at Northampton. I must confess^ I never was so 
much disheartened at your disorder as many others 
were, even though the phyucians themselves had 
given you over ; and though 1 have been often ac- 
costed by some of your cordial well-wishers with 
such saddening addresses, << I am sorry, sir, to hear 
that Dr S is gone to Bristol, without any like- 

lihood of returning alive." I really believe that God 
has some signal work for you to do. He that has 
snatched the brand from the fire, and made it a 
polished shaft in his quiver, will not, I persuade my- 
self so soon cast it away, or break it to pieces. I 
have .a strong presage, that almighty Goodness will 
continue you as an instrument to glorify his Son Je- 
sus Christ, and to turn many to righteousness, years 
and years after I am gone hence, and seen no more* 
And I bless, together with you, his holy name^ for 
confirming so far my apprehensions, as to begin the 
work of your recovery from so deplorable an illness. 
May he do in this case as he will in the more im- 
portant a£fair of our eternal salvation, thoroughly 
accomplish ^hat be has graciously begun I 

Your family is in prosperity ; your olive plants 
thrive, and are glossy with health. I asked Sally, 
Where her papa was, and how he did? and her 
pretty little lips lisped. Very bad, and gone to Bris- 
tol. Think, my friend, when vou remember those 
sweet and engaging children, think on that delight- 
ful promise in Scripture, Can a mother forget her 
sucking child ? yea, she may forget, yet will not I 
forget thee, Isa. xlix. 15. 

From my heart I pity your suffei:ings ; but if I 
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pity your distress^ with what infinitely more tender 
compassign are you regarded by your heavenly Fa- 
ther ? by him who said in the multitude of his mer* 
cies, " My Son shall bleed, that you may be healed : 
My only Son shall die, that you may live for ever- 
more.'* May this blood, thus shed for you, preserve 
your body and soul to everlasting life ! I hope you 
will be enabled to cast your burden upon the Lord, 
and resign yourself wholly to his wise disposal; and, 
doubtless, you will experience to your comfort, that 
he has the bowels of a Father to commiserate, and 
the arm of Omnipotence to succour. 

A passage in the epistle to the Colossians, which 
I read this very day, (viz. chap. i. ver. 11.) is ex- 
tremely pertinent to your case, and what I shall fre* 
quently pray may be fulfilled to your great consola- 
tion, — That you may be strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and long-suffering, with joyfulness. If you should 
live to give me an hour's conversation, this verse, 
and the preceding, would furnish us with a most 
pleasing and improving subject of discourse. The 
conciseness, the propriety, the energy of the inspired 
supplications, is admirable. But 1 must waive sdch 
remarks, lest I send you a preachment instead of an 
Epistle. 

I heard you condemned the other day, in a large 
company, and indeed treated with a malignant seve- 
rity, about an affair in which, to my certain know- 
ledge, you had acted with great generosity. I ex- 
plained, to the confusion of the relater, all those cir- 
cumstances which he had so grossly misrepresented ; 
and then I quoted the remark of Mr Richardson, in 
his Clarissa, viz. *^ That difiicult situations (like 
yours) make seeming occasions of censure unavoid- 
able; and that where the y*eputation of another (es- 
pecially of a man of character) is concerned, we should 
never be in haste to censure, or to judge peremp- 
torily on first surmises." Aiuii alteram partem^ is al- 
ways my rule. It is our duty to use circumspection ; 
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and to be upon our guard to cut off occasion from 
those who seek occasion to misrepresent and injure us: 
after this precaution, we should not be too solicitous 
about the clamours of the malevolent and the un« 
thinking. May the God of wisdom gi?e us that 
prudence, which is profitable to direct 1 And then 

Conscia mens recti fams mendacia ridet. 

This was the Heathens' cure for the wounds of de&- 
mation; this their armour against those keenest of 
arrows, bitter words. But see in this, as well as in 
every other instance, the noble superiority of the 
Christian scheme I Beiuff defamed, we bless, says 
the apostle. Pray for them that despitefully use 
you, says his divine Master. This not only baf&eS| 
but more than triumphs over the efibrts of malice; 
and brings an increase of virtue, consequently of 
happiness, even from the poison of malignity, and 
the gall of misery. 

The bishop has been at Northampton, and his 
charge turned upon the study of the Scriptures; 
which be affectionately recommended, and forcibly 
urged. There was something omitted, which I could 
not but wish had been represented and enforced; 
however, in the main it was excellent, and what I 
should rejoice to have reduced to universal practice. 
Our dear friend, Mr ■ ■ , spiedthe^efect Ihint at; 
and when his mealy-mouthed companion would not 
indeed have concealed it, but rather haye enlarged 
upon what was valuable, << Truly," says he, ^* I do 
not see why we should not speak boldly, and bear 
our testimony, though it make the ears of the hear- 
ers to tingle." He is cut out for a champion in the 
cause of oi^r blessed Lord ; very sensible, and much 
of the gentleman : bold too as a lion, he breathes 
defiance against the world and hell. Confiding in 
his almighty Master, he fears neither the scourge of 
the tongue, nor the pomp of power. 

Please to present my affectionate compliments to 
Mr C h and to Mr G • I need not solicit a 

8 
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place in their or your daily intercessions, because I 
am persuaded neither of you can withhold so needful 
a piece of charijty. Accept my best wishes, to which 
I join my earnest prayers for your health, your com^ 
fort, and happiness ; and believe me,' as I am, my 
dear doctor, your truly affectionate friend, &c. 



LETTER LIX. 

Wesion-Favelli Aug. SO. J 749. 

We have seen, marvellous things to-day, said the 
pepple of old ; and I may. truly say, I have read 
marvellous tidings this evening. What ! is ■ be- 
come a serious and zealous preacher ? . He that so 
often filled the scorner's chair, is he transformed into 
a strenuous advocate for the gospel, and a devoted 
champion of Christ? Never, surely, was the pro- 
phet's exclamation more seasonable, Grace I grace ! 
Zech. iv. 7. How sovereign its power ! How super- 
abundant its riches ! 

. I heartily congratulate you, my dear friend, my 
very dear brother I must call you now, on this 
change. And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, that 
he hath counted you faithful, putting you into the 
ministry. I think the hand of Providence, in con- 
ducting this affair, is yery visible, and much to be 
regarded ; which must give you no small satisfaction^ 
and tend to work, not the spirit of fear, but of love, 
and of faith, and of a sound mind. 

How honourable is your new office ! to be an en- 
voy from the King of heaven ! How delightful your 
province ! to be continually conversant in the glorious 
truths of the gospel, and the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ! How truly gainful your business ( to win 
souls I this is, indeed, an everlasting possession. 
And how illustrious the reward promised to your 
faithful service — When the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, you shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away i 

May we clearly discern, and never forget» what a 
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Matter we serve I so glorioos, that all the angels of 
light adore him ; so gracious^ that he spilt his blood 
even for his enemies; so mighty, that he has all 
power in heaven and on earth; so faithful, that 
heaven and earth may pass away, much sooner than 
one jot or tittle of bis word fail. And what is his 
word, what his engagement to his ministers ? Lo, I . 
AM WITH Tou ALWAYS. I Write it in capitals, because 
1 wish it may be written in our hearts. Go forth, 
my dear friend, in the strength of this word ; and, 
varily, you shall not be confounded. Plead with 
your great Lord, plead for the accomplishment of 
this word, and the gospel shall prosper in your hand. 
In every exercise of your ministerial duty, act an 
humble faith on this wonderful word, and the heart 
of stone shall feel, the powers of hell fall. Would 
to God I had health and strength, I would earnestly 
pray for grace, that I might join, vigorously join, in 
this good warfare. But you know, I am like a bleed- 
ing, disabled soldier, and only not slain. I hope, 
however, I shall rejoice to see my comrades routing 
the foe, and reaping their laurels; rejoice to see 
them go on, conquering and to conquer; though 
no longer able to share, either in the toils or the 
triumphs of the d4y* 

I believe it will be no. easy matter to procure a. 
curate, such as you -will like; at least, none such of- 
fers to my observation. I heartily yrish your valuable 

friend, Mr ^ that faith in the all-atoning blood of 

the Lamb, and that comfort in the communications 
of the Spirit, which may sweetly outbalance the 
weight of any sorrow, and enable him to rejoice in 
tribulation ! 

Remember, now you are a minister of God, that 
your tongue is to be a well of life : you are to ber 
lieve in Christ, daily to cherish your &ith in Jesus, 
that out of yoyr heart may flow rivers of living 
waters ; such tides of heavenly and healing truths, as 
may refresh the fainting soul, and animate its feeble 
graces. 

VOL. VI. ' E 
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Please to present my afifectionate eempliineiiCs to 

Mr C-— , and Mr S ; engaee their prayers to 

the Father of compassions in my oebalf; and when 
you yourself draw near to the throne, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, fail not to remem- 
ber, dear sir, yours sincerdy, yours unalterably^ &c* 



LETTER LX. 

JVestan^Favellf Sat. evening. 

My dgar Friend, — This morning I recdved 
your parcel, with a ticket full of the affection of your 
heart, and sprightliness of your temper. My health 
languishes, but it is a singular mercy that it is not 
tortured away by racking pains. I would do any 
thing to repair my constitution, and prolong my 
life; that, if it should please the divine Provid^ice 
to renew my strength, I might devote it wholly to 
his service, and be less unprofitable in my generation. 
But from what I feel, and yet cannot describe, I 
have no expectation of this kind. • 

I am highly delighted with Witsius de CEconomia 
Faederum: he is an author exactly suited to my 
taste; so perspicuous, so elegant, so orthodox. I 
wish such a treasure had fallen into my liands, when 
I studied at the university. 

I like Mr 's spirit, only wish it was a little 

more evangelical. Let us so act our parts, as, &c. 
Might not TuUy have said the same r has not Se- 
neca said as much ? Why should not Christ Jesus 
be the foundation of our hopes ? Is it less rational, 
less comfortable, to say with St Paul, He that 
spared not his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things ? 

I heartily pity our Staffordshire friend. Cheer 
him, speak comfortably to him, let not the considera- 
tion of bis circumstances increase the depression of 
his spirits. We will never abandon him, nor suffer 
him to want, so long as we have any thing ourselves. 
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I said, we will not abandon : Bot how poor and 
cold the consolation arising from this sncooor ! 
What arc we? impotence, misery, sin ! I believe he 
lores the Lord Jesas, flies for refuge to the hope set 
before him (Heb. ty. 18.) in the ererlasting righteous- 
ness, and perfect atonement of Christ He maj 
therefore boldly say, and i^f^ly to himself those glo- 
rious promises — I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee : The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do onto me, Heb. xiii. 5, 6. Present 
my tender and affectionate compliments to him. 

I am glad you have invited to your house that 
eminent friend of Grod, and dear friend of years, the 
Rev. Mr ■ ■» (for sudi I know he is.) Id so doing, 
jovt certainly act the 'n $mnMi, and I cannot but think 
the T» ir^Mvy, even in the judgment of the world. Thus 
deing, you ax^ in the fashion ; for it is a reigning 
maxim at eoart, (the coart of the blessed and only 
potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords), 
<< Be not forgetful to entertain strangers.^ And can 
there be a more worthy stranger? <* Let the eldtra 
that rule well be counted worthy of double himour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine." 
You know who it is that says of his faithful -minis- 
ters, *• He that recdveth you, reeeiveth me.'* CJra-* 
cious and adored Redeemer! shall we not receive 
thee into our houses, who, for our sakes,^ hadst.not 
where to lay thy blessed head ! wast an ekile in 
Egypt; a prisoner at the bar; a corpse in the gravel 
Pray for me, dear friend, that I may bow my poor 
head in dutiful resignation to the divine will; that 
I may bless the hand and kiss the rod that chastises ; 
and love the Lord who takes away the strength of my 
body, but has given me the blood of his Son. I 

beseech Mr to unite his supplication with yours; 

for I am fearfnl lest I should disgrace the gospel in 
my languishing moments. 

Upon a repeated reriew of the Hints you have 
wrote to promote the cause of religion, 1 do not see 
how to improve them : only exercise yonr talent; stir 
up the gift of God by a zedious use^ and you yourself 



100 A COLLECTION 

will be the best improver of such bints. Q ! let us 
work while the day lasts ; the Judge is at the door, 
and eternity at hand. May we watch and pray al- 
ways, that we may be found worthy to stand before 
the Son of man at his coming. I am ever, and most 
affectionately yours. 



LETTER LXI. 

My dear Friend, — I am quite ashamed to be 
found. so dilatory in acknowledging your welcome 
letter; made doubly valuable by bringii^ with it the 
judicious observation of Mr ■ Your late favour 

has hinted a consideration, which will always passibr 
some excuse with my compassionate friends; and 
which, so long as this earthly tabernacle is upheld 
from falling into the dust, 1 shall always have to 
allege : I mean, a very languid and disordered state 
of body. And as I number you amongst my truly 
compassionate friends, I look upon myself to be 
acquitted as soon as arraigned. 

I entirely agree with Mr , in his remarks on 

my lord bishop's well-meant and pathetic letter. It 
is pity, and it is strange, that in an earnest exhorta- 
tion to repentance, no regard should be had to Christ 
Jesus. Is it not his gift to impotent sinners, who is 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repent- 
ance and remission of sins ? Is not his precipus, but 
bitter passion, the exciting cause of evangelical re- 
pentance ; according to the testimony of the prophet^ 
They shall look on hipa whom they have pierced^ 
and mourji ? And can our poor imperfect repent- 
ance find favour in the sight of the Lord, unless it be 
accepted in the Beloved ? 

I am as much pleased with that ingenious writer's 
observations on my own little volumes. Let the 
righteous smite me friendly, and reprove me. With 
thankfulness I shall receive, with readiness submit to 
correction. I am very far from thinking Mr ■ a 

soiir critic. On the contrary, I admire his candour 
^'n transmitting^the mistakes to the author himself 
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and not trumpeting them abroad to the discredit of 
the work. I have 80 high an opinion of his judg- 
ment, that if the Father of lights should enable me 
to finish the small piece I am attempting, I should 
be extremely glad to have every sheet pass under the 
correction of so wise and penetrating an observer. 

To call Sisera's mother a Midianitish lady, is a 
most undoubted and palpable blunder. If the di- 
vine Providence pleases to give another edition to the 
book, it shall certainly be altered. 

As to the frontispiece, there was great doubt whe- 
ther I should have any at all. It was first drawn 
with a direct crucifix, such as is represented in 4he 
Romish churches, and almost idolized, I fear, by the 
Christians of that communion. For this reason, the 
decoration, though sketched out by my very obliging 
draughtsman, was wholly omitted in the second edi- 
tion. Then it was suggested, that a piece of machi- 
nery might succeed — be equally expressive, and yet 
unexceptionable; which is the import of the present 
figure; our Lord, not pourtrayed in the window, nor 
exhibited in imagery, but risinff from the spot, or 
miraculously appearing in the place. 

With regard to my calling those persons who took 
up arms against King Charles I. rebels ; you know it 
is the avowed tenet of the Church of England, and 
the declared sense oJP our legislators. If I was to 
alter that expression, especially since it has stood so 
long, it might probably disgust readers who are in a 
contrary way of thinking; at least it would give oc- 
casion for speculation, and stir up the embers of mu- 
tual animosity, which, I hope, are now sleeping, and 
upon the point of being e?ttinguisbed. For my part, 
I look upon King Charles as one of the best men 
that ever filled a throne; and esteem the Puritans as 
some of the most zsealous Christians that ever appear- 
ed in our land. . Instead of inveighing against either, 
I would lament the misfortune of both; that, through 
some deplorable mismanagement, they knew one 
another no better, and valued one another no more. 
Otherwise, how happy might they have been ! they, 
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in so devout a sovereigD ; he, in such conscientions 

Washing Awajr sins by baptism, is a scriptural ex-^ 
pression : ^' And now," says Ananias to the converted 
persecutor, ^< why tarriest thou? Arise, and be bap- 
tisEed, and wash away Ihy sins." Where, I suppose, 
washing with water, which is the sign, is put for the 
. application of the Lamb's blood, which is the bless- 
ing signified. This, I apprehend, extends to native 
impurity, as well as committed iniquity, since they 
both roidek* us children of wrath. Not that it implies 
an extirpation of original corruption, but refers to 
its fiondemning power ; which is done away, when 
the atoning merits of Christ's death are applied and 
sealed to the soul. Upon the whole, I think liie 
expression is justifiable. Yet, if Mr 's remon- 

strance bad oonje sooner, it should have been more, 
explicit in its meaning, and more guarded from pes- 
stbilfty of mistake : And was I called upon to explain 
my -sentiments, I should take leave to borro^w Mr 
>•** ' s words. 

Please to present my most affectionate comfiUiBents 
to him; and let him know, I aoknewledge myself ob- 
liged to him for his valuable remarks; and shall, be 
stiil more obliged, if he pleases sometimes to remem- 
ber me in his effectual fervent prayers; that I may, 
though weak in body, be strong in faith; giving 
fflory, by a thankful resignation, and comfortable 
hope, to Qod our Saviour. I bc^e he intends to 
publish his dtscourse upon' the Christian l^ahhath. 
I think such a treatise is not a little wanted. I have 
seen nothing upon the subject that has givea me sa- 
tisfaction. 

Transmit my most cordial affection to good Mr 
I ' ; I dearly love him, and rejoice in the expecta- 
tion of meeting him in the everlasting king^m of 
omr glorious Redeemer. How inconsideratne^ what 
a perfect notliing, is the difference of preaching in a 
doak or in a gown, since we both hold the Head, 
both are united to the same Saviour, and have access 
^v the same Spirit to the Father. I assure him, his 
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aame has been constantly mentioned in mv poor in» 
teroessions, ever since he &voured me with his friend- 
ly and edifying epistle.* Tell him, I am taaking 
some faint attem{^ to recommend to the world a 
doctrine which is music to his ears, and better than 
a oiMrdial to bis hearl — The riffhteousness of Imma- 
midy freely imputed to wretched sinners, for their, 
complete justification, and everlasting acceptance. I 
would also represent, in an amiable and endearine 
light, that other precious privilege of the gospel, 
sanctification of our hearts, and newness of life, 
through the power of the blessed Spirit ; and give^ if 
the Lord should enable, a pleasing picture of death, 
stripped of his horrors, and appearing as an usher, 
commissioned bythe court of heaven, to introduce 
us before the Prince of the kings of the earth. Be- 
seech my worthy friend to assist me with his prayers 
to the Father of mercies and Fountain of light, that 
if I write, it may not be I, but the Spirit of Ste Lord 
Jesus that writ^tb by me, enabling blindness itself to 
find out acceptable words, and to hit the avenues of 
pleasure and conviction. 

1 am glad to hear that the second part of Sunday 
Thaughts is come abroad. Pray do not fail to let 
Mr ■ ■ have six sets for me before Thursday morn- 
ing ; because he has another parcel to transmit to me 
this week, in which those may with convenience be 
enclosed. You have paid me an obligiuff compli- 
ment : beg of the blessed God, dear sir, that I may 
not be pufied up with vain conceit of myself or my 
writings. O that earth and ashes, that guilt and* 
sin, should be proud I What so unreasonable? yet 
what so natural? May the Lord of glory rebuke 
this arrc^ant spirit, and teach my soul to be humble, 
to be ever^more dependent on his aid| as a weaned 
child. 

Aa to your entering into holy orders, I have no 
manner of doubt; by all means do it. It is what I 
have-been praying for these several years ; it is what' 
all the disciples of Christ are directed to implore at 
the. Lord's hand, that he would send many such 
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labourers into bis vineyard. As God has inclined 
your heart to the work, as he has given you so clear 
a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and stirred 
you up to DC zealous for the interests of a bleeding 
Saviour ; I assure you, if the king would make me a 
bishop, one of the first acts of my episcopal office 
should be to ordain the author of Sunday Thoughts. 
I hope the Lord will guide you with his Spirit, will 
commission you to feed his flock, and make you a 
chosen instrument of bringing many sinners to Christ, 
many sons unto glory. Pray do not think your let- 
ters are troublesome ; they are always pleasing, al- 
ways cheering to, dear sir, your Very sincere, and 
truly affectionate friend, &c. 



LETTER LXIL 

. My dear Friend, -^^ sent me some time ago 
your translation of Zimmermannus. I was so en- 
gaged in urgent business, that I really had not lei- 
sure, and so oppressed with bodily weakness, that I 
bad not ability to undertake the office of comparing^ 
it with the original. I added my solicitation to yours, 
and pressed -^^- to revise, and, if need be, correct 
the manuscript; and I would beg of you, my (jlear 
friend, not to be hasty in publishing. In this affair, 
I am for following the example of Fabius, Cnnctando 
restituit rem. 

If I have not been punctual in answering your 
letter, ascribe it to the usual, which is ind^ the 
true cause ; I mean, to a failure of strength, and 
languor of spirits, which both disincline and dis- 
qualify me for every thing. The winter has made 
xpe a prisoner. I have not been any farther than 
^e church these two months. May you and all the 
ministers of the blessed Jesus be anointed with the 
Holy Ghost and with power I May you, in imitation 
of our divine Master, go about doing much spiritual 
good, and shedding abroad the savour of his most 
precious name. . O that I had strength ! I would 
^ben pray earnestly that I might go and do likewise. 
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Since it is represented that I have enffaffed to 
prefiure the translation of Zimmerniannasy i will not 
balk the expectations of my valued friend, though I 
assure you I shall address myself to it with some 
trepidati(Mi ; sensible that it will carry too assuming 
an air, and seem as though, from being an obliged 
author, I should take upon me.to act as dictator, 
and direct the public in their choice of books.-— 
Yours affectionately, &c. 



LETTER LXIIL 

Mt dear Friend, — I received your letter ; am 
sorry to hear you have been ill, heartily wish you a 
re-establishment of your health, and shall be glad, 
when it suits your inclination and conveniency, to 
see you at Weston. 

I am glad you are b^inning to catechize your 
children. I hope you will be enabled to feed Christ's 
lambs, and.dispeniBe to them the milk of the word, 
as they may be able to bear it Indeed you apply 
to a wrong person for advice. I make some efforts, 
it is true, to discharge this duty, but not to my own 
satisfaction ; and great will be the glory of divine 
grace, if it is to the edification of my people. My 
time for catechizing is during the summer ; when the 
days are long, and the weather is warm. But I 
think you do right to conform to the usual custom 
of catechizinff in Lent. 

My method is to ask easy questions, and teach the 
children very short and easy answers. The Lord's 
prayer was the last subject of. our explanation. In 
some such manner I proceeded: — Why is this prayer 
called the Lord's prayer ? Because our Lord Jesus 
Christ taught it us. Why is Christ called our Lord ? 
Because be bought us with his blood. Why does 
he teach us to call God Father ? That we may go 
to him as children to a father. How do children go 
to a Father ? With faith, not doubting but he will 
give them what they want. Why our Father in 
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heaven ? That we may pray to inm wkh tewevMce. 
What is meant by God's name ? God him«etf and «U 
his perfections. . What by hallowed? Th«t he msy 
be honoured and glorified. How is God to be ho- 
noured? In ocrr hearts, with: our tongues^- /and fay 
our lives, &c. &c. 

On eaohqnestioQ I endeavonr tp cotDprehend^uoot 
aU that may be said, but that only which may lie 
most level to their capacities, and is .most neceasBry 
for them to know. The answer to each question I 
explain in the most familiar manner possible ; such a 
manner, as a polite hearer might perhaps treat with 
the most sovereign conteaaipt. Bittle similes I lisey 
that are quite low, fetched no»e:r academia^ sed e 
invio. In every explanation I would be short, but 
repeat it again and again. Tautology, in this 'one^ 
is the true propriety of speakings and to our little 
auditors, the erambe repetita will be better ^tasa all 
the graces of eloquence. 

I propose to explain to them prineipally dieereed^ 
the Lord's pra(yer, and tire commandments. What 
relates to the two sacraments, at ippesent, i do .not 
attempt to set before them ; let them first have some 
tolerable notion of the former. I fancy jnoci bad bct< 
ter proceed in the same method. If I know your 
senthnents about baptism anght, widi which our ca^* 
techism begins, I should appr^end it would be aiost 
prudent to go immediately to the great fundamentals. 
However, pray to the Lord, whose woric you work ; 
and he who is all-wise will direct you, he who is all* 
powerful will prosper you. Pray give my very af» 
fectionate compliments to ■■ . .■ Through the ever-* 
lasting righteousness of our Redeemer, I hope to 
meet them in the world of glory; and there he that 
is ^ble will be as David. Yours sincerely, &c. 



LETTER LXIV. . 

W^iUm^jBofveUj April S. ITSO. 
Dear Sir,^ — When, yon meditate . on Maaea. 
iv. 6, 7. [namely, « My people are destroyed for 
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lack <rf'*knewledge: because dioa bast rejected knov- 
ledge, I wUl also rigect tbee^ that thou shalt be no 
priest to me: seeing tboa bast forgotten the law of 
thy God, ]^ will also- for^t thy ishiklren. As they 
were imareased, so they sinned against me; therefore 
will I diange their glory into shame;"] when, I say, 
yoo meditate on this, terrifying t^U, compare it with 
Hosea xi. 8, 9. ; xiii. 9. 12. ; xiv. 1,2. [namely^ 
<< Hew ahaU I give thee op, .Ephraim ? bow shall 
I ddirer-thee, Israel ? how :riiaU I make tliee as Ad«- 
mab ? hcvw ahall I set thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart 
is turaed within me, my repentings are kindled to- 
gether. I will not execute the fierceness of mine 
aagar, I will not return to destroy Ephraim ; for I 
am Gtod, and not man, tbe Holy One in the midst 
of thee,''] Hosea xi. 8^ 9. 

In the next passage, Christ shews the only remedy 
for our misery ; [namely, ** O Israel, thou hast de« 
stroyed thyself, but in ms is thine help. The ini« 
quity of Ephraim is bound up, his sin is hid,"] 
Hosea xiii. 9. 12. 

In the last passageis prescribed the method of ap* 
plying the remedy to your own soul, [namely, <^ O 
Israri, netum unto the. Lord thy God, for thou bast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with yon words, and 
turn to the. Lord ; say unto bim. Take away all ini<^ 
quity, and receive us gracioudy ; so will we render 
the calves, of our lips,"] (or spiritual sacrifices of the 
heartf act calves with horns and hoofs), Hosea xiv* 
1,2. 

Pray take these texts into frequent consideration^ 
or cte you will do a thrxefold injury, viz. to the 
divine- mercies; to the Redeemer's merits; to your 
own comfort. 

B^ it that, guih . ist great ; yet,, is it boundless ? is it 
infinite lUie the kindness of God through Christ ? 
Remember "What message our Lord sent to Peter af- 
ter his fall ; what^l&rs he made at Jerusalem after 
it bud .murdered tthe^Prinoe of peace ; how eminently 
us^l and hsppy he made David, after the commis- 
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sion of enormous crimes. He is the same gracious, 
long-suffering, sin-forgiving God, to-day, yesterday, 
and for ever. * • 

Beware, dear sir, that you add not unbelief (the 

Sreatest of sins, the most provoking of sins, the most 
estructive of sins) to all your other ofiences. We 
have trampled upon the divine laws, and defiled our 
own souls ; but let us not charge the divine declara- 
tion with FALSEHOOD, let us not make God ^ liar. 
I am sure God loves you, and Christ intercedes for 
you ; else whence this searching of your heart, this 
acknowledgment qf guilt, this self-condemnation, and 
thirst after pardoning and sanctifying grace. 

Another proof, to me a very evident and pregnant 
proof, that the blessed God has a very tender and 
particular concern for your eternal welfare, is his 
disconcerting your schemes ; than which nothing, I 
think, could be more effectually calculated to waft 
you along the smooth stream of insensibility and 
pleasure into the pit of perdition. 

Let this, though a thorn in the flesh, be a token 
for good. He that has begun to rescue you will ac- 
complish his gracious purpose. Ere long I trust this 
new song will be put into your mouth, •• The snare 
is broken, and I am delivered,'* Psal. cxxiv. 7. Be 
of good comfort, dear sir, for with the Lord there is 
mercy and plenteous redemption, Psal. cxxx. 7. 

Read by way of consolation Manasseh's humilia- 
tion, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, IS. And see likewise God's 
gracious dealings, even with Rehoboam himself, 2 
Chron. xii. 6, 7. 

Do not indulge dispiriting ideas, or have hard 
thoughts of the God of everlasting compassion : Oh 
how weak is our faith ! Read and study well that 
excellent and comfortable little tract, Liboriu^^ Zim^ 
mermannus de eminentia cognitionis Christi. Con- 
verse with some experienced Christians, and remem- 
ber what our blessed Saviour has promised, ** Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, tb^e 

• See Letter LXXIL 
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am I in the midst of them. We neyer make any 
doubt bat oar friends (especially if they be the dis- 
tingoished servants of Jesus) will fulfil their pro- 
mises ; yet we question (fie upon as» fie npon us for 
oar unbelief) whether the divine Master himself will 
accomplish his word I 

I am, dear sir, with much esteem, and with much 
concern for your present and eternal Velfiure, yours 
very sincerely, &c. 

LETTER LXV. 

fVestan^Favellf May 27. 1750. 
Dear Sisteb, — The country is now in its per- 
fection. Every bujh a nosesay, all the ground a 
piece of embroidery ; on eacn tree the voice of me- 
lody, in every grove a concert of warbling music. 
The air is enriched with native perfumes, and the 
whole creation seems to smile. Such a pleasing 
improving change has taken place ; because^ as the 
Psalmist expresses it, God has sent forth his Spirit, 
and renewed the face of the earth. Such a refining 
change takes place in mankind, when God is pleased 
to send bis Holy Spirit into the heart. Let us 
therefore humbly and earnestly seek the influences 
of this divine Spirit. All our sufiiciency is from 
this divine Spirit dwelling in our hearts, and work- 
ing in us both to will and to do. Without his aids, 
we are nothing, we have nothing, we can do no- 
thing. Would we believe in Christ to the saving 
of our souls ? we must receive power from on high, 
and be enabled by this divine Spirit ; for no man 
can say, that Jesus is the Lord, or exercise true 
&ith on his merits, but by the Holy Ghost ? Would 
we be made like unto Christ ? It can be done only 
by this divine Spirit. We are transformed into the 
same imag^ says the apostle, not by any ability of 
our own, but by the Spirit of the Lord. Would we 
be set on the right hand of our Judge at the last 
day ? This is the mark that will distinguish us firom 
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the r^Fobates, and numb^ us with his &hhfal pee«» 
pie. For unless a man, unless a woman, have the 
Spirit -of Christ, they are none of his. But, sinoe *we 
infinitely need this enlightening and sanctifying l^i- 
rit, is the God of heaven equally willing to give it ?^ 
He is ; indeed he is. To obtain this gift for us sie- 
neis,'hi8 own Son bled to death on the cross. That 
we may be made partakers of this gift, he interaedeth; 
at the right hand of his Father; and he has passed 
his word, he has given us « solemn promise, that if 
we ask, we shall receive it. See, remember, and 
often plead in prayer, £<ttke xi. 13. From your 
affectionate brother, &c. 



LETTER LXVL 

June 28. 1750, 

My BEAR Frienb,-— If you diide, I must acciAse. 

Pray vrhere was your warrant, where your commis^ 

sioB to impress me into this journey ? Howevjsr, 

as becomes a good Christian, I forgive you and 

your accomplice • 

At St Alban's I was weary. and dispirited; was 
loth, could not prevail on myself to desire Dr Cot-* 
ton'^ company at the inn, and was scarce able to crawl 
to his house. Believe me^ I sincerely honour, and 
cordially love, the worthy doctor. Though I am 
natiurally shy, I should want no solicitations to wait 
on so very ingenious and improving a.fnend; a 
pleasure I promise myself, if Providence, brings .me 
back, alive. We got to London about three o'clock) 
on Saturday. I took up my lodgings, not at my 
brother's after the flesh, but with the brother of my 
heart. On Sunday he preached with his usual fer«- 
vcmrt and administered the. sacrament to a grea^ 
number of very serious communicants* He de-. 
lights in the work of the ministry, and embraeea 
every opportunity of preaching the everlasting gos^ 
pel. He is indeed in labours more abundant. Dear 
sir, what a pattern, of jseal, and ministerial Oddity, 
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is oar escdieiit friead i and God rewards him wUh 
joy uDspeekable* God al«o fulfils to himiy in a 
remarkable manner, his gracious promises '* They 
that honour roe, I will honour." This day he was 
most respectfully entertained at the houses of two 
noblemen.' What a most *exaked fiatis&ction must 
he enjoy in attending ihese great personages, not to 
cringe lor fieiyoucs, but lo lay upon tiiem ab eiwerlast- 
ing obligation.; not to mtk their interests at oourti 
but to be the minister of their reconciliation to the 
King of kings I Thus far was wrote on Sunday 
ni^t, but was hindered from finishing -soon enougii 
fer the post* — Mondag morning : Yesterday our ina»» 
fiitigable frigid renewed his labour of love, and with 
such aauduity, that I had not spirits to attend what 
he had strength to exeonte. He preached to a 
crowded - audience, and yet multitudes went away 
for want of room. In the midst of this audience was 
a dergyman in his canonical dress, a. stranger $ his 
name I could not learn ; hebebaved with ea:emplary 
seriousness, and oppressed 4Buch satisfaction. One 
day last week I was most agreeably soq»riscd. J>rtnk* 
ing tea at a friend's house^ a person knocked At the 
door; the servant brought word that it was a'Straii- 
ger^ who desired to speak with Mr Herrey. And 
who do you think it was ? One whom I tenderly lovc^ 
bat never expected to see again. It was the acoom«< 
pitdied and amiable Mr ■ ■ ■. We took sweet 
counsel together at Gatus,. mine Jbost's, and wished 
one another a happy meeting in the world of glory. 
My fellow-traveller saw your letter, and bid me tell 
you, that if you are chained to the oar, the chains 
are -ef )^ur own making. Dear sir, preach the glo- 
rioua gospel. Be an ambassador of the most high 
God. Devote yourself to this most important, most 
noble .service, and your divine Master, I hope^ will 
fanridi yen with employ, and open a door for your 
usefulness. The fruit of such labours will abide# 
and. omr friend is a proof in what peace, in what joy, 
they are ^lown. My^ animal nature is so Tery,r very 
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feeble, that I find no benefit irom the change of air^ 
nor from the enjoyment of the most pleasing society. 
Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXVII. 

London^ Sept. 4« 1750. 

Deak Sie, — OuE dear friend is much en- 
gaged in making interest to succeed the Ininister of 
, who, though not stone dead, is ill enough to 
alarm the hopes of neighbouring preachers. O that 
we may every one contend who shall bring most 
glory to the crucified King of heaven, and love most 
ardently his all-gracious and infinitely amiable Ma- 
jesty ! A strife this, which will not foment, but 
destroy malignant passions ; in which strife angels 
will be our competitors, honour and joy the ever- 
lasting prize. 

* I wish our dear friend H the rich anointii^ 

of God's Spirit in composing, and the powerful 
presence of Grod's Spirit in delivering his infirmary 
sermon. My most cordial love is ever his, and ever 
yours. 

Thank you I do sincerely, for your prayers to 
God in my behalf; and oh bow snail I thank suf- 
ficiently him who procured access for us through hh 
blood ! We often remember you, and wish and 
pray that you may be a burning and a shining light 
in your generation. Dear friend, adieu. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Sept. 11. 1750. 
Mt deae Feiend, — I EECEivED your last favour. 
It was without date, but very welcome. We have 
lost our zealous friend for several days. . He has 
been displaying the banner of the gospel at — — ^ 
and gathering together the dispersed of Israel. We 
admire the hero that wins battles, takes towns, and 
leaves trophies of his victories in every place. But 
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where will all such toils, and the very remembrance 
of them be, when the monuments of his labours en- 
dure for ever in heaven ? 

Thanks for your subscription : I have procured 
more of another friend. I shall soon be a poor man, 
here are so many necessitous objects. And who can 
bear to be^in fdB9uence, while so many fellow-crea- 
tures are in deplorable want? Especially if we.r^ 
member him, who^ though he was rich, for our 
sake became poor ; and had not where (O marvel- 
lous, marvellous abasement I) had not where to lay 
his head. 

This night dear Mr ' is with us ; returped 

from his expedition, full of life, and rich with spoils; 
spoils won from the kingdom of darkness, and conse-^ 
crated to the Captain of our salvation. I have been 
prevailed on to sit for my picture. If ever portrait 
was the shadow of a shadow, mine is such. O that 
I may be renewed after the amiable image of the 
blessed Jesus ! and when I awake up after his like- 
ness, I shall be satisfied with it : This wish is breath- 
ed in a language to me unusual. I generally com- 
prehend my dear friend in such petitions, and make 
his eternal interests inseparable from my own. 

On Sunday I heard the admired Mr . His 

text was Rom. v. 1. ; his doctrine evangelical. The 
faith which purifies the heart, and works by love; 
the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, compre- 
hending both his active and passive obedience; the* 
operation of the blessed Spirit in producing this 
sound and lively faith, were the substance of his dis- 
course. I commit you, my clear friend, to the ten- 
der mercies of our God, and the powerful word of 
his grace ; remaining inviolably yours, &c. 



LETTER LXIX. 

London^ Oct* 23. 1750. 
: My dear Friekd, — As your stay in town was 
so short, we could not expect to see you. On 



1 i4f A COLLECTION 

Sandejr afternoon your old acquaintance Mr 

called upon me, tat about an hour, inquired after 
you, and talked as became the Christian character, 
and the sacred day. The conversation was perfectly 
pleasing; but the subjects, whether we were led to 
theml^y chance, or directed to them by Providence, 
were peculiarly noble and important. ^< I know that 
my Redeemer liveth," &c. Job xix. <^ Behcdd my 
servant shall deal prudently," &c. Isa. Hi. We ex- 
pect to see our dear friend in a little time. 

that we may meet each other, and daily converse 
on the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of peace I 

1 say no more about poor Mrs ; perhaps my 

concern for her may be uncommonly tender, be- 
cause there have few days passed since I knew her, 
in which I have not made mention of her name in 
my prayers for the afflicted. May the God of wis- 
dom teach you^ and the God of power enable you, 
to do always such things as are acceptable in his 
sight, ^through Jesus Christ* And mAy the Father 
of compassions make her sorrows bring forth the 
peaceable fruita of righteousness, and issue in ever- 
lasting joy ! I hope the truly valuable Dr ■ ■ ■ and 
his family took knowledge of you, that you bad been 
with Christ. Let us study, let us labour, to spread 
abroad the savour of his blessed name, who sidFered 
the -vengeance due to all— to all our sins. That his 
presence may be with you, and his love be in you, 
is the invariable wish €( your afiectionate, &c. 



LETTER LXX. 

London, Nov. 15. 1750. 
My dear Friend, — I have communicated your 
two messages to — — ; he is now with his old ac- 
cjuaintance at . On Sunday he preached morn- 
ing and afternoon at L church. May his word 

prove a seed of life and immortality to the hearers. 
Oa Tuesday he and Mr ■ - ■ breakfasted with us : 
the .talk turned pnncipaliy upon the mystic writers. 
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Ihr bdgan to warm a little to liear Mr «^— 

ioireigb pretty sharply against them ; but by giviiig 
a soft answer, and making considerable conces^iona 

in tbeir behalf, -Mr cooled and qualified alL 

He spoke with remarkable command of temper, and, 
I think, with great solidity of judgment. 1 wish it 
may lessen our valuable friend H ■ *s attachment 
to those authors, which I believe is immoderate^ and 
I &ar is pernicious. I heartily wish your children 
nay recover, and live to be a comfort to their father, 
an tonour to their religion* I have received Dr 
D 's remarks ; very judicious, and equally &ith^ 
fal. I scarce know any friend who has so true a 
tasie, and so much sincerity. Fiet Aristarckm is the 
charaoCer he deserves. 

Yesterday a serious dissenter from the country 
came to see me. God had freed him from a qiirit of 
bigotry, and made my book accqptable to him. O 
tw we may all love one another, and bear with one 
anodier I so fulfil the law, and follow the example 
of Christ. In the new Jerusalem, that city of the 
living God, all our litde difierences of opinion, as 
well as all the remainders of corruption, will fall off. 
In the hgfat of God's countenance we shall see the 
truth clearlyi and enjoy the life, the life of heaven 
and eternity perfectly. O that we may love that 
amiable and adorable Being every (}ay9 every hour, 
more and morel who» though the King immortal 
and invisible, gave his own Son to bleed and die for 
worms, for rebels; fi>r you, my dear friend, and for 
your unworthy, but troly dfectipnate, &c. 



LETTER LXXI. 

Nao. 27. 1750. 
My obar Friend, — Present my very* grateful 
acknowledgments to our obliging friend Mr ■ ■ ' .♦ 
I rgoice in his lines, as they are a pledge of his 
afiection and friendship ; but I really am under ap- 
prehensions from them, as they are to be a public 
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encomium on my character, lest they should make 
me think more highly of myself, than I ought to 
think. O ! may the high and lofty One, who inha- 
bits eternity, and dwells with the humble heart, 
vouchsafe to defend me from all the insinuations of 
pride. To be sure this is a trying occasion ; for 
laudari a laudatis is no common honour. I would 
beg leave to postpone the publication of the verses 
till the mezzotinto plate is finished, and the print 
ready to be sold ; because, if such a recommendation 
appears at such a juncture, I am persuaded it will 
cause a demand for the picture, and further its sale. 
Good heavens I who would ever have thought that 
so mean a name, and so obscure a person, should 
appear in the world with such an air of significancy ? 

that it may be for the glory of that ever blessed 
and adorable Being, who manifests his transcendent 
excellency most chiefly in shewing mercy. When 
you heard of -^s death, did you not immediately 
think of the prophet's declaration, << All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof as the flower of 
the field?'' Did you not also ardently desire and 
resolve to seek for an assured interest in the promises 
of that word which endureth for ever? May the 
God of grace seal those promises to our hearts by 
his blessed Spirit, and witness with our spirits that 
we are the objects of his love and heirs of his king- 
dom ? Then we may defy death, and boldly bid the 
king of terrors do his worst. — is making an 

excursion to and to ^. May the Lord 

God of Hosts go forth with his servant, and make 
him terrible to the infernal enemy, as an army with 
banners ; welcome to poor sinners, as the refreshing 
dews after parching heat. How my soul longs to 
be employed in the same sacred, blessed cause ! 
Does not yours also throb with the saHne desires ? 

1 can no more. Supper waits for me. Adieu. All 
spiritual blessings be multiplied upon you, and ever 
yours, &G. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

December 8« 1 750. 
My DEAR Friend, — Why do vou say Zimmer- 
mannas is too comfortable for you r The comfort of 
Christianity is, the sweet allurement to draw us to 
heaven, and the powerful instrument to fit us for 
heaven. If our affections are attached to the world, 
the comfort of Christianity is ordained to wean us 
from its vanities, and win us to God. If we have 
sinned, the love of the Lord Jesus Christ is the most 
sovereign means of wounding our hearts, and bring- 
ing us to rq)entance« When Nathan said unto 
David, '^ The Lord hath put away thy sin, thou 
shalt not die ;" then it is supposed he penned the 
32d psalm, and poured out his soul in unreserved 
confession. When the blessed Jesus turned and 
looked upon Peter, then his conscience smote him 
deep ; then he went out, and wept bitterly. And 
how did his dear Master look ? was it a resentful, 
upbraiding, menacing glance? Quite the reverse. 
Is this your promised fidelity? this your kindness 
for your friend? Ah, Peter! Peter! I feel more 
from your perfidy than from all the insults of my 
enemies. But I know your weakness, and I am 
going to die for your guilt. Willingly, willingly I 
lay down my life, that this sin may never be laid to 
your charge. — Such was the language of that gra- 
cious look. I do not wonder that it fetched a flood 
of tears from bis eyes. I find it impossible to refrain 
on the bare meditation on it. O that the adorable 
Redeemer may manifest his alUforgiving goodness in 
our souls, and sure it will overcome our most stub- 
born corruptions. What can withstand such heavenly 

love? I know ; and think you have a peculiar 

privilege in having opportunity and ability to succour 
so sincere a Christian. He will more than repay you 
with his prayers. Whatsoever you do for him, I am 
persuadedT^will be done unto Christ. And who can 
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do enough for him who-de^sed the shame, and en- 
dured the cross- for us? Y<mr writing paper came 
safe; and I would have returned it to the stationer 
as too coarse, but has, since its arrival, been seized ; 
seized in the king's name, bjr one of the king'fi offi- 
cers. Pray, have you tak«i care to pay duty ? have 
you not been deficient in some instanee or other? O, 
said Gains mine host, when he beard of its coming 
back, It ifl good enough for me; it will just suit my 
puipose; I wanted sudh a supply: .so it is in his 
hands^ to be employed m the service of a great King, 
whose name yon can guess, whose goodness yon have 
experienced, and for whose honour, I hope, we shall 
all be very zealons. What say yon? will you turn 
the forfeiture into a free gift, by sending your fnll 
consent to the deed? Our dear friend has been 
visited with a fever; attended by the doctor every 
day thk week ; but, blessed be God ! is, we trust, 
upon tbe eve of a thorough recovery. He talks of 
preaching to-mofrow, but I shall use my utmost in- 
terest toldissuftde him. Let him desist for a while, 
that he may persist for a long season. We have but 
a smal) share of -- — 's company. O that we may 
meet where we shall part no more, sin no more ! 
Adieu ! Ever yours, &c. 



LETTER LXXIIL 

Bee. 20. 1750. 
Mt very dear Friend, — ^Your letter found me, 
after a considerable delay in its passage, where do 
yon think? Where I never expected to go any 
more ; found me at London ! From whence I write 
this^ and return you my sincerest thanks. Prevailed 
on by the repeated importunity of my friends, I came 
by easy stages to town, in order to try whether 
change of air may be of any service to my decayed 
constitntion ; for my worthy physician Dr S-- — 
has declared, that nothing which he can prescribe 
is likely to administer any reKef. 
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I have tetmon tabe canvinocd^ fiom the aeoonnti 
wbidi your letter brings, and from tba repoxU which 
I reoeive in this place^ that here we have no continu- 
ing city. Thanks, everla^lins^ thanks to the drrine 
Goodness, which has prepared for us a mansion, not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens; a mansion 
whose builder, whose maker, and wheae glory is 
God. Not only the disappointment, but even the 
acquisition of our desires, bespeaks the emptiness of 
the world. But what a complete felieity, what an 
all-stftisfyiBg porti(»i, will the enjoyment <k God be I 
When I awake up after thy likeness, (and am ad* 
mitted to stand in thy beatific presence), I shall be 
satisfied with it. 

I pitied as I read poor Miss '*s ease. There 

cannot be a keener distress than a conscience that is 
awakened, and a heart that desponds. The §pint of 
a man will sustain his other infirmities, but a wound* 
ed spirit who can bear? A wounded spirit was the 
bitterest ingredient even in the cup of our LordV 
exquisitely severe su&riBgs. He that bore the rack«^ 
ing tortures of crueifixioft without a complaint, 
CT^ lamentably, wept blood, when the arrows 6f 
the Almighty were within him. Then his soul was 
sorrowful, exceeding sorrowful, sorrowful even unto 
death. This dejection of our adored Master should 
be OUT consolation, bis agonies are our ease; he was 
deeply sorrowful that we might be always rgoicing. 
To believe that he was wounded for our sins, and 
bruised for our iniquities; that he was destitute, af- 
flicted, tormented for our sake; that by his vicarious 
and most meritorious obedience unto death, he has 
obtained everlasting redemption for us; firmly to 
believe this is not arrogance, is not presumption, but 
our bounden duty, as well as our inestimable privi- 
lege^ This is his command, says St John, that we 
brieve on the name of his Son Jesus Christ. Never, 
never was any command more gracious, or more 
worthy to be written on the tables of our hearts. 
Let us not, my dear Mr ^-.— ", by indulging unbelief, 
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O let 08 not dishonour thfi boundless mercy, and the 
inviolable fidelity of God ; let us not depreciate the 
infinite merits, and all-preyailing intercession of our 
blessed Mediator; but say with the lively poet, Dr 
Watts, in his Hymns, 

O ! ibr a strong, a lasting fattfa. 
To credit what the Almighty saith \ 
To embrace the promise of his Son, 
And call the joys of heaven our own ! 

You inquire about my new work intended for the 
press. It is a sreat uncertainty whether my languid 
spirits, and enfeebled constitution, will permit me to 
execute my design. It is a pleasure, however, to 
bear that I am someiimes admitted to converse with 
you by my book. M&y the divine Spirit accompany 
every such conversation ; and teach our souls to glow 
with gratitude to that transcendently great and gra- 
cious Being who stretched out the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the earth ; who stretched out his 
arms on the cursed tree, and laid the foundation of 
our happiness in his own blood. Please to present 
my most respectful compliments to Mrs ■ . , your 

worthy neighbour Mr , and his nieces. Give 

me leave, instead of wishing you a merry Christmas, 
to wish them and you all. that joy which the holy 
prophet felt, when, in an ecstasy of delight, he cried 
out, ^< To us a child is born 1 to us a Son is given !" 
All the glories of heaven unite in his wonderful per- 
son ; all the blessings of time and eternity are the 
fruit of his precious incarnation. Adieu, my dear 
sir, and cease not to pray for your ever affectionate, 
&c. 



LETTER LXXIV. 

London^ Dec, 22. 1750. 

My dear Friend, — Be so kind as to let your 

servant look out for some person of Collingtree, and 

deliver to him the inclosed letter. He will probably 

find some such person on Monday at ■ ; and 
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I wcMild have the letter oooveyed by Cbriitmas, that 
it may iurai^h my people wkh matter for oonver- 
satioa at their hospitable meetings* Our exceltent 
friend follows the adviceof the PreiK^her— whatsoever, 
of a charitable or godly nature, hb hand findeth to 
do, he does it with his might; as one that is deeply 
convinced that there is no wisdom nor device in 
the ffrave, whither we all are hasting. Does not so 
amiiu>1e a person, such an indefatigable servant of 
Christ, such a compassionate friend to mankind, 
does not he deserve enconragement ? 

We have jnst been to hear a very excellent dis- 
course upon 2^h. iv, 7« Mr ■, who made one 
of the congregation, sends his compliments to- you, 

and to Dr ; which whra you present, be pleas* 

ed to add mine. Who do ypu think I lately drank 
tea with? The two ladies before whom you put me 
so extremely to the blush. May neither they nor I 
be put to everlasting shame and confusion. I did 
what was in my power to prevent it, by recommend- 
ing that adorable Saviour to their affections, in whom 
whosoever believeth shall not be ashamed. They 
commissioned me to transmit their compliments to 
you. You have thanks and prayers (the reward 
which a prophet gives) for the writing paper. What 
account can you give us of Lady 's health ? 

Never, never will the physician's skill be employed 
for the lengthening of a more valuable life. May 
Almighty Uoodness bless those prescriptions, and 
command her constitution and our zeal, «v«^«AXf<ri — 
Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXXV. 

Dec. 29. 1750. 
Mt dear Friend, — This time last week I took 
pen in hand to beg ; now I should be ungrateful if 
I did not resume it, in order to return my thanksj 
which I do most sincerely, in my own name, and on 
the behalf of my excellent host. He is now engaged 
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in company^ and cannot possibly steal a quarter .of 
an hoar to make his acknowledgments. The limner 
has been with me twice, and is to give the finishing 
toucheis on Monday. How slowly, and how patiently, 
these artists advance i A pattern for ns. So may we 
have the image of the amiable Jestis gradually in- 
stamped on our hearts, till death gives the finishing 
stroke, and makes us completely like our Beloved. In 
the mean time, we have need of patience. Patience 
must be exercised towards ourselves ; and God, the 
blessed God, is unspeakably patient towards us all. 
Mr ' is willing to undertake Zimmermannus. I 
would have it thrown iuto the form of a dialogue. 
Why do you entertain such harsh thoughts of the 
dearest, most benign, and gracious of all oeings? I 
can no more.-^£ver ]K>nrs, &c. 



LETTER LXXVL 

• 

Dear Sir, — I return you thanks for the perusal 
of your pamphlets. Be pleased to accept the two 
little volumes which accompany your other booksj^ as 
an expression of my gratitude to your pen, and sin* 
cere affection to your person. May I request the 
favour of you, good sir, sometimes to implore the 
blessing of a gracious God upon the author, and his 
weak attempts : that the one may walk suitably to 
his holy profession, and high calling; that the other 
may please the reader for his good to edification. 
This wilfbe a singular favour, and shall be readily 
returned by, reverend sir, your affectionate friend 
and humble servant, &c» 

LETTER LXXVII. 

London^ Dec. 24. 1750. 

Dear Mr Nixon, — I am ashamed to see so 

obliging a letter from so valuable a friend lie so 

long unanswered. I delayed my grateful acknow* 

ledgments to you on this subject, till I could see 
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what would be the issue of our design. As you pro- 
pose to recommend my picture by your ingenious 
verses, I should rather chuse to have them inserted 
(with your permission) in the magazines and public 
papers, than to have them affixed to the copper- 
plate. This practice, thowh once customary, is 
DOW, I believe, seldom used; and for me to revive 
it, when it does me such distinguished credit, would 
be too vain-^orious; otherwise, I assure you, dear 
sir, I should be glad to have a memorial of our 
friendsfa^ engraved on brass, or a more durable 
metal. And give me leave to declare, that though 
I was exoeedmgly pleased with the charaicter you 
gave of my book in your excellent anniversary ser- 
mon, yet I was much more deliglited with your ac- 
knowledging me as your friend, and suffering it to 
be known that I have a share in jrour affection* 1 

I propose to make a long stay in town, and shall 
promise myself the pleasure of your company at my 
brother's. Have yon ever met with a little poem, 
entitled Sunday Thoughts? The author is a very 
w«3arthy man, and the poem not beneath your regard. 
Shall I wish my worthy friend a merry Christmas ? 
This coroplim^it will be paid you by multitudes. 
Rather let me wish that Christ Jesus, the ever bless- 
ed Immanuel, may be formed in both our hearts ! 
Renewed after his amiaUe and dirine image, may 
you see many revolving happy new-years below, and 
at last have an abundant entrance into the new Jeru- 
salem, which is above. Breathing such wishes, I 
remain, dear sir, your much obliged, and very affec- 
tionate friend, &c. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 

London^ Jan. 3. 1751. 
Dear Sist£r, — I have taken my pen in haiid to 
write to you, and yet have no news to transmit. I 
have nothing to seiMi but my good widies, and my 
best advice. 
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The old year is gone ; and if we look back, wbat 
a nothing it appears i Departed as a tale that is told. 
Thus wiU our whole life appear, when our end ap- 
proaches, and eternity opens : but eternity will never 
expire; eternity will last world without end. When 
millions, unnumbered millions of ages are passed 
away, eternity will only be beginning. And this 
short life, this little span is the s^ed*time of the long, 
long eternity. What we sow in this state, we shall 
reap in the eternal state. Should we not therefore 
be careful, very careful, to improve our time, and 
make the best provision fer an eternity of happi- 
ness ? Should we not be careful to get faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; to get the love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts ; and our souls renewed accord- 
ing to the amiable example of our blessed Redeemer ? 
This, and nothing but this, is true religion. Going 
to church, hearing sermons, and receiving sacra- 
ments, profit us nothing, unless they promote these 
desirable ends. Fix, dear sister, this truth in your 
memory : A true faith in Christ, an unfeigned loye 
of God, and a real holiness of heart, are the greatest 
blessings you can desire. Without them we shall 
not, we cannot, enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
These you should incessantly, you should earnestly 
seek, through the whole advancing year ; and these 
I most sincerely wish you, who am your very afieo^ 
tionate brother, &c. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

London^ Feb.^B. 175I« 

Dear Mrs , I received your valuable 

letter, and thank you for it. I am exceeding glad, 
and bless the unspeakable goodness of Goo, if he 
has made my poor ministry in any degree service- 
able or comfortable to your soul. I accompany my 
former labours (if such extremely feeble attempts 
may be called labours) with my repeated prayers ; 
and bear my little flock on my supplicating and 



OF LBTTBBjk 1S5 

dftc^iMte heart all the day loiiff, O that the gra- 
cioas God may fulfil ia them aU the good pleasure 
of hia will, and the work of faith with power I 
. I rejoice to fiud that yoa know tlie troth. . May 
you koow it more and more ; be eBtablished in it» 
and experience the efficacv of it* May the truth 
make you free I free from the prevalence of unbelief 
the dominion of sin, and the oppression of sorrow ! 
Give glory to God for opening the eyes of your 
mindi and bringing you to the riches of Christ, 
Take to yourself the comfort of this inestimable bless- 
ings and by no means reject your own mercy. Pray 
do not harbour hard thou||^ts concerning the blessed 
God, nor cherish deq>onding apprehensions concern^" 
ing younelf, though always irail, and in every re- 
spect imperfect* The great and good Father of our 
spirits knows whereof we are made : he remembers 
that we are but dust; and will not be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss. Extreme to mark I so fiur 
from it, that to those who seek him in sincerity, seek 
him through his dear Son, he is tender and compas- 
^oaate beyond all iniaginatioii. >^ As a father pitieth 
his own children, so is the Lord merciful unto them 
that fear him," Psalm ciii, 13.; and << as a mother 
comforteth her son, so will the Lord thy God com- 
fort thee^" Isa. Ixvi. 13. Since we want loving- 
kindness and mercy to follow us all the davs of our 
life, blessed, for ever blessed be the God of heaven, 
in these he delighteth, Jer. ix. 24« 

O ** cast thy burden upon the Lord," says the 
Holy Spirit. Cast it upon the Lord Jesus Christ* 
This is an art which the Christian should be diligent 
to learn and watchful to practise. Christ is a Saviour, 
but we neglect to make use of him : we are come to 
him, but we forget to walk 4n him. When guilt 
accuses us, or guilt overtakes us, instantlv let u& fly 
to Christ, as the Israelites, when wounded, looked 
to the brazen serpent. There, let us say, there is 
the propitiation for this abominable sin. For this, 
and for all my other iniquities, his heart was pierced, 
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and his blood spilt The TiaU of wrath, due to my 
provocations, were poured upon that spotless victini ; 
and by his stripes I am healed. If our own obedi- 
ence is deplorably defectire, so that we ar^ some- 
times ready to cry out with the prophet, " My lean- 
ness r my leanness ! woe is me I'' let us turn our 
thoughts to the great Mediator's righteousness : this 
is consummate and divine ; this was wrought out for 
us; this is imputed to us; in this all the seed of 
Israel shall be justified, and in this should they 
glory. If your prayers are dull and languid, re- 
member the intercession of Christ. He ever appears 
in the presence of God for you ; and how can your 
cat»e miscarry which has such an advocate ? If the 
poor widow was heard, even by the unjust judge, 
sdiall not the dearly beloved Son of Gkid prevail 
when he makes intercession to a most gracious Fa- 
ther ? a Father who loves both him and his people. 
If you want rep^itance, want faith, want holiness, 
Christ is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, and 
to give all these desirable blessings, tie has ascend- 
ed up .on high, has led captivity captive, and receiv- 
ed gifts, spiritual gifts for men, yea, even for bis 
enemies, for the rebellious. It is his office to bestow 
these precious graces on poor sinners ; and he is as 
ready to execute this office as the mother is ready to 
administer the breast to a sucking child. Do you 
read the Scriptures? Still keep Christ in view. When 
dreadful threatenings occur, say, These I deserved ; 
but Christ has bore them in my steadl. When rich 
promises are made, say, Of these I am unworthy ; 
but my Redeemer's worthiness is my plea ; he has 
purchased them for me by his merits. All the pro* 
mises of God are yea and amen (sure and certain to 
the believing soul) in Christ Jesus. 

To make such a perpetual application of Christ, is 
to eat his flesh, and drink his blood. Thus may 
you, may I, may all my dear people, be enabled to 
pass the time of our sojourning here below ! deriving 
our whple spiritual life, our, pardon and sanctifka^^ 
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tiooy oar hope» aod orfrjoy, fi:oin (hat inezhaastible 
fountain of all good. Though I am oot with yoii in 
person, I am often with you in spirit ; and daily com* 
rait you to the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls; 
who is tea thousand thousand times more conde* 
soeodio^ compassionate, and faithfiil, than your 
traly affecUonate friend, &c. 



LETTER LXXX. 

Dear - ^ I received your kind letter, and 
am glad to find that you, and Mrs -.—i-, and Mrs 
, often meet together, and, like the people men- 
tioned by the prophet, speak .one to another of the 
things of God. O let us exhort one another to 
&ith, to love^ and to good works ; and so much the 
more, as we see the day, the day of eternal judg- 
ment, approaching. Ere long we shall hear the 
'shout of the archangel, and the trump of God. O 
let. us imitate the wise virgins, and get oil in our 
lamps, true grace in our hearts; that we may be 
prepared for our Lord's second coming, and not 
dread, but love his appearing. 

My departure from Northampton was sudden and 
unexpected. Could I have seen my people, and 
given them my parting advice, it should have been 
in the words of that good man Barnabas, who ex- 
horted all the disciples, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord. 

Cleave, my dear friends, to the Lord Jesus Christ; 
cleave to his word ; let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, and be your meditation all the day long. 
Let the Bible^ that inestimable book, be often in 
your hands, and its precious truths be ever in your 
thoughts. Thus let us sit, with holy Mary, at the 
feet of Jesus; and, I hope, we 'shall experience his 
word to drop as the rain, and distil as the dew. 

Cleave to bis merits. Fly to his divine blood for 
pardon ; it is the fountain opened for sin, and for 
uncleanness. It purges from all guilt, takes away 
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all sin, and, blessed be God, it is always open, al* ' 
ways free of access. Fly to bis righteouttaesa* Let 
us renounce our own, and rely oa bis obedience. 
What unprofitable servants are we ! how slotliful in 
our whole life ! bow imperfect in every work ! Bat 
as for Christ, his work is perfect^ it is complete, and 
infinitely meritorious. In this shall all the seed ot 
Israel, all truebe]ievers,.be justified; and in this shall 
they glory. 

Cleave to his Spirit. Seek for the divine Spirit ; 
cry mightily to God for the divine Spirit. Let them 
that have it pray that they may have it more abun** 
dantly, and be even filled with the Spirit. Tbt» 
blessed Spirit reveals Christ, strengthens feith, quick-- 
ens love, and purifies the heart. Christ died to ob-> 
tain this Spirit for us ; he intercedes for us that we 
may receive it ; and bis heavenly Father, for his sake^ 
has promised to give the Holy Spirit to those who* 
ask it. He has promised (O glorious privilege !} to 
give it more readily than a parent gives bread to a 
hungry child. 

Cleave to his example. Study his holy life, eye 
his unblamable conduct, observe his amiable tem-* 
pers ; look to this heavenly pattern, as those that 
learn to write look to their copy ; and God grant- 
that we all, beholding with open face the glory of 
the Lord, may be changed into the same image 
from slory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord r 

Thus let us cleave to Christ the Lord; cleave 
with full purpose of heart, incessantly, closely, inse-' 
parably. Let us say with our father Jacob, I will 
not let thee go. Let us imitate the Syrophoenician 
woman, whom no discouragements could divert from 
her purpose. Temptations, difficulties, all the as«» 
saults of our enemy, should make us hasten to, and 
abide in the strong-hold, the city of refuge : And he 
has promised, *< I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee." He will gather us with his arm, and lay us 
in his bosom. He will guide us by his- grace,- and 
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receive ua into his glory« There, in those happy, 
happy mansions,- may we; and many, very many 
of my dear flock meet, and never be parted more I 
This is the heart's desire^ and the daily prayer of 
their and your truly affectionate friend, &c« 



LETTER LXXXL 

1751. 

Dear 9 And are vou very weak ? is sickness 

in the chamber, and deatn at the door? Come, then,, 
let us both sit down with dissolution and eternity in 
view, and encourage one another from the word, the 
precious word of God. I have as much need of 
such consolation as you, my dear friend, and may, 
perhaps, have occasion to use them as soon. 

What is there formidable in death, which our ever 
blessed Redeemer has not taken away ? Do the pangs 
of dissolution alarm us? Should (hev be sharp, they 
cannot be very long; and our exalted Lord, with 
whom are the issues of death, knows what dying ago- 
nies mean. He has said, in the multitude of his 
tender mercies, *< Fear thou not, for I am with thee; 
be not dismayed, for I am thy God : I will strength- 
en thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness," Isa. 
xli. lb. This promise authorizes us to say boldly, 
** Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art 
with me, thy rod -and thy staff comfort me," Psalm 
xxiii. 4. 

Are we afraid to enter into a strange, invisible, 
unknown world? It is the world into which our 
divine Master is gone ; where he has prepared ever- 
lasting mansions for his people, John xiv. 2. Luk^ 
xvi. 22. and has appointed his angels to conduct us 
thither. Having such a convoy, what should we 
dread ? and, gomg to our eternal home, where our 
all-bountifiil Redeemer is, why should we be reluc- 
tant? 

f2 
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Are we concerned on account of what we leave ? 
We leave the worse to possess the better. If we 
leave our earthly friends, we shall find more loving 
and lovely companions. We shall be admitted 
among the." innumerable company of angels, and to 
the general assembly and church of the first-born, 
that are written in heaven," Heb. xii, 22, 23- Do 
we leave the ordinances of religion, which we have 
attended with great delight ? leave the word of God, 
which has been sweeter to our souls than honey to 
our mouths ? We shall enter into the 4;emple not 
made with hands, and join that happy choir, who 
rest not day nor night, saying, « Holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come," Rev. iv. 8. And if our Bible is no more, 
we shall have all that is promised, we shall behold 
all that is described therein. If we drop the niap 
of our heavenly Canaan, it will be to take possession 
of its blissful territories. « That city has no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it ; for the 
glory of God does lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof," Rev. xxi. 28. O, my friend ! blessed, 
for ever blessed, be the grace of our God, and the 
merits of his Christ ! We shall exchange the scanty 
stream for the boundless ocean ; and if we no longer 
pick the first ripe grapes, we shall gather the copious, 
the abounding, the never-ending vintage. 

Do we fear the guilt of our innumerable sins ? 
Adored be the inexpressible loving-kindness of God 
our Saviour I our sins have been punished^ in the 
blessed Jesus : " The Lord laid on him the iniquity 
of us all, Isa. liii. 6. He his own self bare our sins, 
in his own body, on the tree, 1 Pet. ii« 24. So that 
there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus," Rom. viii. 1. O that we may be enabled, 
with the apostle, to make our boast of this Saviour, 
and to triumph in this faith ! «< Who shall lay. any 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is Gdd that 
justineth ; who is he that condemneth ? It is Chrfst 
that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is eveli 
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at the right hand of God ; who also makelh inter* 
cession for us.'' . 

* Is judgment the thing that we fear ? To the par* 
doned sinner it has nothing terrible* The Lord 
Jesus, wlio keeps his servants from falling, '" presents 
them abo &ulUess before the presence of his glory 
with fflcceeding joy,'' Jude ver. 24. Observe the 
sweet expressions, presents JituUlesSj and with exceed" 
trig Joy. Justly therefore does the apostle reckon it 
anuHig the privileges of the Christians, that they are 
come to God the Judge of all, Heb. xii. 28. ; for the 
Jndge is our friend, the Judge is our advocate, the 
Judge is oar propitiation, the Judge is our righteous- 
ness. And is it not a privilege to come to such a 
Judge as will not so much as mention our iniquities 
to as, but condescend to take notice of our poor un- 
worthy services ? who sits on the great tribunal, not 
to pass the sentence of damnation upon us, but to 
give us a reward, a reward of free grace, and of in- 
conceivdble richness ? 

Let ine conclude with those charming words of 
the evangelical prophet, ** Comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people, saith your God. Speak you comfortably 
to Jernaalem, and cry nnto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned ; for her 
Redeemer, her all-gracious Redeemer, hath received 
of die Lord's hand double for all her sins," Isa* xl. 
1, 2. May the God of our life and salvation make 
these Scriptures be unto as as a staff in the travel- 
ler's hand, and as a cordial to the fainting he^rt, 
that we may be strong in the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that we may glcnrify him in death, and glorify 
him for death; because death will introduce us into 
bis immediate presence, where we shall be sorrowful 
no more, sinfai no more, at a distance no more; but 
be joyful, and be like our Lord ; love him with all 
onr souls, praise him to all eternity. Let us then be 
of good cheer, soon in our heavenly Jerusalem we 
shaTi meet again. Because God is faithful, inviolably 
-faithful, ana infinitely mercifttl, who hath promised, 
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promised to you, and promised to your afiectioiiate 
friend, &c. 

P. S. — My kindest respects to Mr , aad Mrs 

"l bid them be of good courage, and go on their 

way rejoicing, fer their Redeemer is mighty, his 
merits are unspeakable, and his love is oncbaiigeable. 
My most respectful compliments wait upon Mr . 

and Mrs . What a pleasure should I think it, 

was I aUe- to execute the ministerial office, to bring 
home to their parlours the glad tidings of an all-suffi- 
cient Saviour, as wdl as to preach them in the puU 
pit ! Polly, I hope, lores her Bible ; may the word 
of Christ dwell in her richly ; and* may be be with 
your father and mother^ now they are old and grey- 
headed. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

Dear , I hope this will find you a little 

better in your health ; but if it should find you in a 
weak and languishing condition, I hope a gracious 
God will sanctify what it contains to the comfort of 
your souK 

Often consider, if you die, you will leave a world 
full of $in ; a condition full of firailty, ignoruice, and 
misery ; a body that has long been a heavy burden, 
a sore clpg, both to your services and to your com^ 
forts : and why should any one be greatly unwilling 
to leave such a state ? If you die, you will go into 
an.unkifown world ; but the comfort is, you have a 
kind khd faithful friend gone thither before— -Jesus 
Christ, your best friend, and the lover of your soul, 
is the Lord of that unseen world. Joseph's brethren 
were not afraid to go down into Egypt, when they 
knew that their dear brother was governor of tbe 
country. And since your most merciful Saviour is 
ruler of the invisible world, be not afraid to leave 
the body, and depart thither. It is said, the spirit 
of old Jacob revived when he saw the waggons 8«nt 
to carry hitai to his beloved son ; and tbe poor laa- 
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giiisluiig believer may look upon death as the wag- 
gon sent by Jesus Christ to bring his soul hoooe to 
heaven. 

Bat after death comes Hidgment, and this is ter« 
rible. Consider, who is the Judffe. Was the fiither 
that begat you, was the mother that bare you, or the 
friend that is as your own soul; was any one of 
these to be the Judffe^ and to pass the sentence, you 
would not be apprebensive of rigorous proceedings^ 
you would ^Lpect all possible clemency. Mercy, in 
this case, would rejoice against judgment* But, to 
our unspeakable comfort, we are informed by the 
Scriptures, that a glorious Person, far more merciful 
than a father, far more compasskmate than a mother, 
far more affectionate than a friend, is to decide our 
doom — even the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved us 
with an everlasting love ; who declares, that a woman 
may forget her sucking child much sooner than he 
forget to be merciful to those that put their trust in 
bim ; for thus it is written, *< God hath appointed a 
day, in which he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness, by that man whom be hath ordained, even 
Jesus Christ," Actsxvii. SI. 

The Judge calls himself our Husband, the Bride- 
groom of poor believing souls. And will the Bride^ 
froom deliver to destruction his own bride, whom he 
as bought with his blood, and with whom he has 
made an everlastios covenant? Isa. liv. 5. 

The Judffe vouchsafes to be our Advocate; And 
will he condemn those for whom he has long inter- 
ceded ? will he condemn those for whom he poured 
out his prayers when he was on earth, and on whose 
behalf he has constantly pleaded in the presence of 
God?.i John ii. 1. 

The Judge condescends to be our Head, and calls 
the weakest believers his members. And did ever 
any one bate bis own body ? Did ever any one de- 
light to maim, or take pleasure to ruin his own flesh, 
and his bones? Col. i. J8. 1 Cor. xii. 27* 

. The Judge has been our .Victim, the sacrifice fo^ 
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our sins. And will he consigEi those to damnation^ 
for whom -he endured the agonies of craeifixion ? If 
he has given himself for us, will he not with this gift 
freely give us all things? give us pardon at that 
awful day ? give us the crown of glory, which fadeth 
not away ? Heb. ix« 14. 26. 

Farther, to confirm your faith, and establish yoar 
hope, it will be proper to consider what you have to 
plead. The proud Pharisee made his abstaining 
from gross iniquities, and bis punctuality in some 
external performances, bis plea. The blinded Jews 
went about to establish their own righteousness^ and 
depended on this broken reed for acceptance. Bat 
we have a surer foandation whereon to build our 
comfortable expectations. 

If afrraigned on the foot of goilt — great guik — ma- 
nifold guilt — aggravated guilt — ^long contracted guilt; 
we have an atonement to plead, a sacrifice of unknown 
value, a propitiation glorious and divix>e. We bacre 
the blood of the Lamb to plead ; blood that taketh 
away not one sin, or a few sins, or a multitude of sins 
only ^ but (O delightful truth !) taketh away all, all, 
all sins. Yes, it taketh away all sins from the believer, 
be they ever so numerous ; all sinsj be th^ ever sq 
heinous; 1 John i. 7. |tev. i. 5. 

Should the law take us by the throat, and make 
that severe demand. Pay nte that thou owest : It is 
paid, we r^ly, by our divine Surety. An incarnate 
God has been obedient in our stead. In the Lord, 
the Lord Redeemer, have we righteousneifcs. And 
cari the law insist on a more excellent satisfaction ? 
Does not this magnify the law, and make it honour- 
able? *' By the obedience of one (that is, Christ) 
shall many be made righteous ;'' Isa. xlv. 24. Rom. 
V. 19, 

Should it further be urged. Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord: Is not holiness the thing 
that we have longed for? It is true, we have not atr 
tained to holiness, spotless 4md undefiled holiness; 
Tipitl^er could we.ia the regions of temptation j and in 
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a body of corruptu». But has not oar guilt been 
our sorrow, and our indwelling 9in our heavieit cross ? 
Have we not groaned under our remaining iniquities^ 
and been burdened with a sense of our failings r And 
are not these groanings the first iruits of the Spirit? 
Are not these the work of thy own grace, blessed 
Lord ! and wilt thou not consummate in heaven 
what thou hast thus begun upon earth ? Do we not 
deure heaven^ chiefly because in those blessed man* 
sions we shall sin no more; we shall offend our God 
BO more; be no more foi^tful of a dying Saviour ; 
no more disobedient to the motions of a sanctifying 
Spirit?. And shall we be diteppointed of this hoper 
It cannot, it cannot be. They that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, are not filled while they abide in 
the flesh ; therefore there remaineth the accomplish* 
ment of this promise^-they will assuredly awake up 
after the likeness of their Lord at the great resur- 
rection day, and in another world be fiilTy, everlast*- 
ingly satisfied with it. 

I must now come to a conclusion : But I cannot 
conclude without wishing you all jqy and peace in 
believing. Though your flesh and your heart fail, 
may Gra be the strength of your beapt, and your 
portion for ever I I daily, I frequently make meiv- 
tion of you in my prayers; and, what is better than 
all, the dearly beloved of the Father remembers you 
now he is in bis kingdom. I am your very amso- 
tionate friend, &c. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

[The faiioviiig letter was scot lo ikt preicfacr by a cotttgtr io a ooiui- 
Uy Tillage; and Is here printed, to shew bow thankfully the poor 
receive the preaching of the gospel, and to preserve so remarkiAlc 
and useful a letter fhini perishing.] 

Rbverend Sir, — I humbly beg your pardon 
for presuming to write to you. Being one of 
your iiearers, I vas very mucfa affected with your 
•good sermons,, haying Juiown and experienced tl^e 
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trutb of theni) viz. That persons must be convinced 
of their undone state by nature, and brought into a 
stat^ of concern^ or self-aondemnation, before they 
will seek and earnestly desire the knowledge of Christ 
crucified. To one who feels the condemning power 
of the LAW, Christ is precious. Sach have tasted 
the bitterness of sin ; for till then they ere alive mtk* 
out the ktWf as St Paul saith, Rom. vii. 9. not seeing 
that the law requires perfect obedience, and that 
THEIRS at the best is very imperfect. Hence the 
best of us in our carnal state are striving to be justi- 
fied by our own worts : yea, though we cannot but 
know that we often break the laws of God, Rom* 
iti. 20. 28. 

But then we think, It is true I am a sinner, and 
there is none without sin. Thus we do presume upon 
our seeming obedience^ not considering how great a 
CHANGE must be wrought upon our soul by rep^it- 
ance; and that we must be united to Christ by faith, 
and partake of his likeness, without which Christ, 
as to us, is dead in vain, Oal. ii. 21. And when 
the Holy Spirit has convince us of our misery by 
sin, (John xvi. 8.) and need of Christ, then, usually, 
we are thinking to do something to purchase an in* 
terest in him ; not considering we must be humble 
supplicants, at his feet, waiting for every thing we 
want at the throne of grace — repentance, pardon, 
sanctification, fedemption — as purchased by Him ; 
Eternal life is the gift of God, Rom. vi. 23, 

It is the humbled person who will accept of Christ 
in all his ofiices ; not only as a priest to atone for sin*, 
bul^also as a prophet to teach, and a king to rule 
over him, and subdue all his sins. The covenant of 
grace answers all our wants : there is not only mercy 
to pardon, but also grace to sanctify, and renew our 
nature. It is the humbled believer who can sincerely 
say, ** Christ is the power of God unto salvation," 
Romi i. 16. 

And now I think nothing more needful than for 
clergymen tQ preach as you ^o; for though Chrisr 
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tianity m generally profeMed amoo^ as, jet maojr 
seem as nnconcerned aboal these things as if there 
were no pucfa truths in the gospel, lois is the waj 
of preaching which has ever been most dGfectaal to 
the converting of sinners ; and may the blessed Spw 
rit attend the Word preached, ** purifying the heart* 
of your hearers by faith,'* Acts xv. 9. That the 
righteousness of Christ, accepted and applied to 
th^nselves by a lively faith, may entitle them to 
heaven, Rom. v. 19.; and that their nneere^ though 
imperfect obedience, may evidence their title to be 
true and real, is the hearty desire o^ reverend sir, 
your most humble servant. 

• 

To h^ie believers the law is set forth as a rule of 
manners^ not as a law of condemnation^ for there is 
no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesw, 
Rom. viii. 1. 6.; or, in other words, those who looe 
Christ, lo/ve his commandments, as kind rules of life, 
not obeying (like l^at people) with reluctance^ and 
out of fear of being punished. There is not^ per- 
haps, a greater or more important truth, than that 
in proportion as our fiiith in the Redeemer, evi« 
denced by our works, increases, so oar fear of death 
proportionably decreases. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

Dear , You need make no excuse for re*- 

commending Mr .^— in his distressed condition. I 
am pleased to see you so tenderly concerned for a 
brother's wel&re; and I am glad you have used the 
freedom of applying to me; seeing divine provi- 
dence has put it in my power to help a disciple, a 
child, a member of Christ. I puiposed to have 
given him , and to have lent him three ; nor 

should I have been very rigorous in exacting the 
debt, provided there was but little ability to repav. 
But lest the foar of not being able to repay should 
create anxiety in an honest heart, and lessen the 
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comfort of a seaflooable supply, I make bim.a pre- 
seat pf the whole; heartily wisbiDg that the same 
gracious God who iaclined a stranger's heart to be- 
stow it, may also prosper his endeavours to improve 
it. And if he often calls to remembrance that Al- 
mighty power and goodness which made a few drops 
of oil at the bottom of a cruse, and a little handful of 
meal that was the gleaning of the barrel, a lasting 
support to the prophet, and to the poor widow and 
her son, I doubt not but tliat he will be enabled to 
fix his dependence upon the same everlasting Father, 
for needful success iu trading: so that, by God^a 
blessing, I hope this little, stock, frugally managed, 
may, through his kind Providence, put him in a way 
of procuring necessaries in this wilderness, till he 
comes to the fulness of the heavenly Canaan. 

l think eyery instance of kindness shewn to us, or 
exercised by us, should enlarge our. apprehensions of 
the divine benevolence. What is a grain of dust to 
the whole earth ? what is a drop of water to the great 
ocean ? or what are a few days to the countless ages 
of eternity ? Less, unspeakably less is all created 
kindness, compured with the boundless goodness of 
God in Christ Jesua. , For by him we have access to 
the Father, being reconciled by his blood shed on the 
cross. We are adopted and received into the church, 
whereof Christ, is the head. Being thus in the fa- 
vour of God, he delighteth in hearing the prayer of 
faith, which those who believe in Christ daily put up 
to the throne of grace. O how great is his loving- 
kindness and tender mercy ! He is exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon all that call upon him in 
sincerity and truth. He waiteth to be gracioas. He 
^veth liberally, and upbraideth not, for past ingra- 
titude and great unworthiaess. O how great are 
these blessings which he giv^ 1 Blessings, in com- 
parison of which rilver is as clay, and gold as the 
mire of the streets. He giveth gracQ and glory, and 
no good thing will be withhold from them who live 
a godly life; from them who are accepted in the 
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beiovvd, aad lore bim who first loved .them* I sball 
add that charming declaratioii of the beloved dis* 
ciple» and earnestly wish that we may learn by happy 
experience, and feel in our souls what it means, ** We 
have known and beticTed the lovo that God hath to 
us.'* Let me b^ my dear friends to remember at 
the throne of grace year affectionate firiend, &c. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

Dear Sisteb, — I have taken my pen in my hand 
to write : bat what £hall be the subject ? News I 
have none; or, if I had, my brother would commu- 
nicate it in his eonversatioB. Let me imitate a 
royal example. It was once said by a renowned 
king, My 9ong shall be of mercy and judgment i of 
die same let my letter treat.. The former was very 
lately the topic of some asreeable discourse with a 
yonn^ gentfeman. We observed how necessary it 
is to Be firmly persuaded of the infinitely rich mer* 
cies of God in Christ Jesus. This will make us de* 
tight to think of him, and encourage us to fly to 
him : Whereas, if we have a jealousy that he bears 
us yi»will, or designs our ruin, we cannot take plea*' 
sure in him, or place our confidence in him. There* 
fore the condescending God has given us repeated 
and. solemn assurances of his pity, his grace, his 
tender mercy in Christ Jesus. 

Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. He makes it his very name. 
Intimating, that a man may forget his own name^^ 
before the blessed God can cease to be merciful to 
them that fear him. 

Ezek. xxxiii. 7. 1 1. He confirms his divine good* 
will to us by an oath. He swears by his very life, 
that he desires our happiness, and seeks our salva- 
tion. Here are 'two immutable things, the name 
and the oath of God. Can we "have stronger confir-i 
mation of his loving-kindness? 

I think, if it be possible, we have. He has so loved 
«5, saith the Scripture. How hath he loved us ? So 
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as BO words, ao, not of his own all- wise-Spirit, can ex- 
press; nothing but the unspeakably preeious e£^cU; 
90 as to surrender his own Son to die, that we ought 
live; to be made subject to the law, that we by his 
obedience might be made righteous; to become a 
curse, that we might inherit the blessing. Read what 
the wife of Manoah very justly alleges, and apply it 
to the point before us, (judges xiii. 2S.) for I can no 
more; I hear the coach coining to carry me out on 
a visit. — Yours, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

My dear FRi£ND,-f--I AM glad to find that the 
beloved traveller called at your house, and gave you 
so much of his company. Cold as the waather was, 
did not your heart burn. within you? bum with zeal 
and love for that all-glorious God, whom he (excel* 
lent man) so faithfully serves in the gospel of his Son? 

May^ Mrs ^ - increase in humility, be more con- 
vinced of guilt, more sensible of depravity; and then 
she will grow in every other grace. Proud minds 
wSev the curse imprecated on the mountains of Gil- 
boa; while humble souls are like the valleys spread 
forth by the rivers, or as a field which the Lord hath 
blessed. 

I think you should not have shewn her the free 
remark which I made ; it was well-meant, -and she 
is well-disposed, but human nature is very, very de- 
praved. And perhaps there is no greater instance of 
it, than our proneness to take offence at the least 
disparaging hint ; nay, sometimes to fancy ourselves 
wronged, if we are not extolled to the skies. I hear- 
tily wish the blessed Jesus may give this young lady 
the ornament of a meek and humble spirit ; that b^ 
ing lowly in her own eyes, she may«be exalted by the 
great God. 

I see so much indigence, and so many distressed 
objects, that I begrudge myself all unnecessary dis- 
bursements of money.. Who would indulge too 
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mochy even in innocent and el^ant amusemenfts, and 
thereby lessen bis ability to relieve^ to cherish, and 
comfort the Lord Jesus* in his afflicted members? 

I wish you could have preached at Collingtree« . 
My poor people long for the sincere milk of the word. 
You would have a cottgr^ationy all of them honour^ 
ing you, most of them attentive to you, and many of 
them edified by you* It grieves me, it pains me at 
my very soul, that I am dismissed, or rather cut off 
from the honourable and delightful service of the 
ministry. But to be resigned, perhaps, is better 
than to labour ; and an adoring submission, for me 
at least, more proper than a zealous application. O 
may I bow my head, imd dutifully stand in the lot 
which the almighty Sovereign pleasea to assign !^— 
Ever yours, &c. 

LETTER LXXXVn. 

London, Salurda^ night. 
My dear Friend, — I congratulate you on 
.'« recovery. Why do you call her — ? It 



is a strong temptation to vanity. She must be deep* 
ly ballasted with humility, not to be puffed up at 
such a title, whych assimilates her to one of the most 
lovely and accomplished characters that ever was 
described. ^ 

■O that we all may be recovered from that lethar- 
gic indolence which deadens our attention to the one 
thinff needful ! What a God have we I how immense-r 
ly glorious, and how little do we reverence him I-— 
What a Saviour I how unutterably gracious I and 
how -little do we love him I — ^ What promises 1 how 
inviolably faithful I yet how feeble is our affiance in 
th»n ! — -What a heaven 1 how transcendently delight** 
ful ! yet how languid are our desires of it I O that 
the blessed, blessed Redeemer may baptize us with 
the Holy Ghost, as with a flaming fire, to quicken, 
animate, and kindle into a glow of devotion, these 
benumbed souls of ours I I must add no more, only 
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that I am, with great sincerity, though in great 
haste, inviolably yours, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 

My dear Fri£Nx>, — I am surprised at what yoa 
«ay relating to dear -^-*«. What evil hath he done* 
or wherein has he o£Pended, that disesteem should 
be his lot ? Yet what are such instances of con- 
tempt, compared with the reproaches and insults 
offered to the all-glorious Redeemer ? God, I trust, 
will bless his sermon ; and so much the more as it is 
regarded by some people with an evil eye. O what 
a comfortable consideration is it, that the success of 
our discourses depends aot upon our own ability, 
which is as nothing ; depends not upon the favour 
of men, which is very capricious; but depends 
wholly upon the influence of that almighty Spirit, 
whose presence is unlimited, and power uncon- 
trollable i 

■' My father had engaged Mr •-.— to supply at 
CoUittgtree : I hope he grows in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Adieu, my xlear friend, adieu. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

London^ Feb. 23. 
Sir, — Mr — and Mr — — may have tried, 
and may repeat their attempts, to alienate the affiec* 
ttons of my Collinfftree hearers. I am under no 
concern with regard to myself. Brogue cupiens UK-- 
dere dententj offendet solidoj will, 1 believe, be the 
issue of thdr endeavours. I am only sorry, for the 
people'« sake, that they should squander away their 
ministerial talents and ministerial labours .to so 
poor a purpose. Let diem be more incessant in 
warning every man, and teaching every man, that 
they may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
Thus let them seek to win their aflfections, and I do 
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r^i€e, yea, and will rgoice, in tfaeir success. Dear 
&ir, the vay to secure the love of others is, to love 
them, to pray for them, and with a willing assiduity 
to set forward their true happiness. This, whenever 
I was amongst them, mv people will confess, I did 
not cease to dow And Uie God of heaven knows I 
daily bear them on my heart, and often recommend 
•them to the tenderest mercies of our everlasting 
Father. Never, therefore, be apprehensive of my 
losing either their esteem with regard to my con- 
duct, or their affection with regard to my person. 
O that their precious souls were as firmly united to 
-Christ, as their favourable opinion is secured to me ! 
Well, should neighbours undermine us, and friends 
forsake us, the adorable and all«condescending Ood 
is faitliful. He chanflpeth not His word of ffrace 
endureth for ever. He loves his people with an 
everlasting love. And O what worms, what dust, 
what mere nothings, are all men, are all creatures, 
bdbre that infinitely blessed Author of all perfec- 
tion I What a sense had the •Psalmist of this 
weighty truth, when he poured forth that rapturous 
exclamation, <* Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none, there is nothing on earth, that I 
desire in comparison of thee I" May this, my dear 
friend, be the continual language of your heart ; and 
of his, who hopes to be, both in time and to eter^ 
nity, affectionately yours, &c. 



LETTER XC. 

Wednesday mornings Mile^s^lane, 
Dear Mu Nixon, — ^Your obliging letter found 
me at my brother's in MileVlane, where I propose 
•to abide to the ^id of the week: and here your 
entertaining and improvins^ company would be a 
favour, not to myself only, but to the whole family. 
I am indebted to your good-nature for so candidly 
accepting the small but free observation made in my 
ImU I am going to run myself farther in debt, by 
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proposing to your consideration what now occurs 
to ray tnoughts. The enclosed queries I submit 
entirely to yopr judgment, and from your determin- 
ation shall make.no appeal. 

I have read Elihu ; and very much admire his seal 
fo|r that most comfortable doctrine, the righteousness 
of our Lord Jesus Christ imputed to sinners for 
their justification. I hiehly honour also his distin- 
guished veneration fi>r tibat incomparably excellent 
book the Bible. Surely bis works will be a mean^ 
of causing the study of those x«y«« ^«rr« to revive. 
Do not you think the style is masculine, and the man- 
ner enlivened? As to the Hutchinsonian peculiari- 
ties, I do not pretend to be a competent judge, and 
dare not peremptorily condetnn them, ret they 
seem to be so very finely spun, and to have so large 
an alloy of fancy, that I know not how to admit them 
for sterling truth. I am truly concerned to hear of 
Mr *s and his lady's illness. Dear sir, what a 

fading flower is health, and what an expiring vapour 
is life 1 May you«be an instrument of bringing souls 
to the knowledge of the adorable God, and to the 
faith of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent; then they 
will, in another state of things, possess a vigour that 
is subject to no decay, and enjoy that life that 
knows no end. I am, dear sir, your obliged and 
affectionate friend, &c. ^ 

P. 5. — Is <^ lively orftcles" an exact translation of 
the above-mentioned Greek clause ? 



LETTER XCL 

LondoHy March 28. 1751. 
My deab Friend, — You depend, you say, upon 
my promise : and see how readily it is performed, 
^nd if you depend on the execution of a promise 
from a frail, frail creature; will you not much more 
expect accomplishment of promisies, made by that 
adorable Being « whose counsels of old are faithful- 
ness and truth ?'* O, that we may not dishonour 
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GchJ's goodness, disparage his v^acity, and depre- 
ciate his dear Son'a unspeakable merits, by unbelief^ 
base,. vile, destructive unbelief! 

I have not an opportunity of communicating your 
news to our dear friend. He has left London. It is 
not known when. he will return. He is not expected 
till some months are expired; and who knows how 
many. may be gone into eternity before that period 
is arrived ! 

. .You ask how it fares with ray health ? You mav 
remember, that I have more than once answered sach 
an inquiry with silence; for I do not like to be upon 
the complaining string, and I cannot say my health 
is either restored or improvedl When your letter 
came (not till Tuesday about five o'clock) it found 
me in a state of extreme lanffuor. I had written no« 
thing, done nothing since dinner. Though I took 
up an easy and entertaining book, I was obliged to 
lay it down again. Thus I spend, rather thus I lose, 
many hours : so that between intervening company, 
and debility of spirits, I make but a very slow, scarce 
any progress in my intended work. 

I have no news, though at the great mart of intel- 
ligence. My sister is safely delivered of a son ; which 
puts one in mind of the glorious piece of news, cele- 
brated by the angels, and foretold with a rapturous 
delight by the prophet, ** To us a Child is born ; to 
us a Son is given. His name shall be the Mighty 
God ;" and yet his office shall be, to bear our sins in 
his own body on the tree. May ^his news be ever 
sounding in the ears, and ever operative on the hearts 
of my dear friend, and of his ever affectionate, &c. 



LETTER XCIL 

Tottenham^ May SO. 1751. 
My dear Friend, — I am now at my brother's 

country house. . Pruy who is Mr % the writer of 

the letter enclosed in yours ? He asks me to get him 
a curacy; little aware that I am but a curate myself. 

VOL. VI. G 
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I believe the world has a notion, that I am a d%iii- 
fied, or a beneficed man at least. Dear sir, may it 
be your benefice and mine to do good to souls ! and 
our highest dignity to glorify the ever-blessed Re- 
deemer ! who Tor our sake had not vhere to lay his 
head, till he was numbered with the transgressors, 
and laid in the silent grave. 

I hope your health is established ; and how does 
your soul prosper ? Dp not you delight to think o^ 
to talk of, to have communion with, that wonderful, 
that amiable Being, whom to know is wisdom^ whom 
to enjoy is happiness; happiness, not to be described 
by words, only to be understood by experience? Oh 
that we may follow on to know him ! Then we have 
a promise; a promise more stable than the founda- 
tions of nature, that our ^' labom: shall not be in vain 
in the Lord,^ Gold has no value, and diamonds lose 
their lustre, when compared with those unsearchable 
riches of Christ, which Mr ■ sp largely enjoys 
himself, and so freely offers to others. His ministry 
is signally owned by his condescending and almighty 
Master. Many, I am told, of the superior, as well 
as low'er orders in life, attend his ministry. And if 
there be efiicacy.in united prayers; if there be zeal 
in the Lord God of Hosts, for the honour of his dear 
Son; if there be faithfulness and compassion in our 
exalted Saviour, his labours will, they will be blessed. 
May they, every day, every hour, be blessed more 
abundantly ! Most cordially yours, &c. 



LETTER XCIIL 

Totte^iham, July 2. 1751. 
My dear Friend, — I hope you have done with 
Mr : I hope your house is sufficiently ornament- 
ed. I think it is rather overstocked with decorations. 
Now let us be good stewards of Jesus Christ; employ 
what we can spare for the honour of his blessed name, 
and comfort of his indigent people. « Worthy is the 
I^mb that was slain, to receive riches as well as bless- 
' ^rs and praise." 
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Pray do not mention me to Mrs —— *. Though I 
honour and compassionate her, I am not fit to visit 
her, nor qualified to edify her. This is with me the 
trying season of the year, and my animal nature is 
all relaxation. O that I may be strong in faith ! 
that precious faith, that ** where sin hath abounded, 
grace will much more abound.** 

Do not yon sometimes see our dear friend — ? I 
find he has been at Bristol lately, to distribute, I 
do not doubt, the waters of life, lar more precious and 
healing than the waters of that medicinal spring. 
Let us do likewise. " For yet a very, very little 
while (^tx^f<r$9»9^9) and he that shall come, will come, 
and will not tarry.*' Then opportunities of spiritual 
and bodily charity cease for ever. 

I believe it is four months since I heard from Mr 
■ . How precarious human interdianges of kind« 
ness 1 what a blessing that the way to heaven is al- 
ways open ! Whenever we will, we may have access 
to God through the blood of his Son. And << he 
never faileth them that seek him." 

How does Mr ■■ ■ go on ? I)o not you sometimes 
stir up the embers in his heart, if so be the coals may 
glow, and the fire at length burn ? I hope your con- 
versation is blessed to Mrs . Glad to find she 
admits Mra — to her company ; a godly sensible 
woman, who understands, relishes, talks savonrily 
and intelligently on the truths of the gospel: Is 
discreet likewise ; knows how to keep a becoming dis- 
timce, and will not make a wrong, an assuming use 
of a lady's condescension. May the God of heaven 
bless them both, and give them to srow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord ana Saviour Jesus 
Christ. And what I pray for them, I pray for my 
dear firiend. Ever yours, &c. 



LETTER XCIV. 

Tottenham^ July 14. 1751. 
Mar DEAR Fbiesd, — I am sorry tp hear your ac- 
count of Mr . See what snares are around us. 
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How the devil endeavours to obstruct our nsefblness, 
by blemishing our credit. May the ministers of 
Christ be upright and undefiled in the way ! or else 
they will not be able to reprove and exhort with all 
(no, nor with any) authority. The God of power 
and faithfulness says of his church, says of his people, 
*< I the Lord keep it, I will water it every moment, 
lest any hurt it: I will preserve it night and day," 
Isa. xxvii. 3. May this promise be our shield 1 be 
fulfilled to us evermore I Do not you go on, my dear 
friend, to lay up these precious pledges of heavigb in 
your memory, and enrich your heart from them by 
frequent meditation ? They ace the seed of faith. By 
these we are to be ^* made partakers of the divine 
nature P' Partakers of the divine nature ! volumes 
cannot explain what is comprised in those few words. 
May we know what they mean, by happy, happy ex* 
perience ! 

I pity poor Mr , knowing what it is. to be in a 

state of languishing. Ah ! ah ! my dear sir, lay up 
a stock of comfort, get your graces lively, «. while 
animal nature blooms. When Uie blast of sickness 
smites, and our strength becomes labour and sorrow, 
how miserable must be our condition without an 
interest, an established interest, in the all-glorious 
Redeemer ! 

Why do you cherish distrustful thoughts of the 
blessed God? Is he not boundless goodness? Is not 
his goodness greater than the heavens ? Does not his 
mercy, that lovely attribute, endure for ever? All 
the kiildqess of the most endeared relations,' compar- 
ed with the tender compassions of a God in Christ, 
are no better than cruelty itself. Read the last chap- 
ter of Hosea. " Hide it within your heart." Turn 
it into prayer to the King of heaven ; and I hope it 
will be^ to your soul«as the dawning»day after a dark- 
some night. 

Our dear friend has met with uncommon &vour 
and acceptance. Excellent man ! How does he work 
-hile it is day ! How sweet to such a labourer will 
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be heaven's ev^Iastiiig rest! There may yon meet 
him ! and there find, as a monument of infinitely firee 
grace in Christ, your truly afiectionate, &c. 



LETTER XCV. 

Oct. 18. 1751. 

My d£ab Friend, — Two of your letters are now 
before me; who expected lone ere this to have been 
before the Judge of quick and dead. Blessed be God 
I am got down stairs, and the day before yesterday 
went abroad in a coach. Oh ! wjhat great troubles 
and adversities hast thou shewed me I yet didst thoa 
turn. and refresh me; yea, and broughtest me from 
the depths of the earth again. Oh I my dear friend, 
how shall I be thankful? May that infinitely good 
and gracious God, who has ffiven me such cause, give 
me power to be grateful. May I be enabled to de- 
vote every moment of that life which he has prolong* 
ed, and every faculty of that body which he hath 
preserved ; devote them wholly to the honour of his 
blessed name. 

Poor 's case I commiserate. The charge at« 

tending my illness will be considerable ; but I am not 
without hopes that my father will be so good as to 
defray it, then my hands will not be straitened : O 
that my bowels may never be straitened, but may I 
^^ draw out my soul to the hungry." 

I am glad to hear that a seventh edition of Dr 
Stonehouse's book is demanded. May it go forth in 
the name, in the strength, and for the honour of thex 
blessed Jesus, and may it prosper ! though, as you 
observe, be and I think differently on some points ; 
nor is the doctor an admirer of my favourite author 
Mr Marshall. The acceptance, however, which God 
has given to his and to my own writings, should 
send both of us oftener to the throne of grace, and 
quicken our applications to the divine Goodness, that 
his all-powerful. Spirit may accompany our instruc- 
tions, and mak^ them a real blessing to our readeis. 
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I write as a poor prisoner that lately expected. to 
hare the sentence of death executedi but has now 
got a shorty uncertain reprieve. May I never forget 
how much I shall want an assured faith in the all- 
glorious Redeemer, when that awful change ap- 
proaches. Let us labour after such a firm establish- 
ment in Christ, such an unshaken a£Sance in his 
merits, and such an unfeigned love of his* name, as 
may make it gain to die, and the day of our dissolu- 
tion better than the day of oar nativity. Poor Dr 
— — — ! Oh ! may he and his afflicted partner find 
consolation in the faithfulness, the goodness, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ I These, apprehended 
by a sweet, assured, soul-reviving faith ; these, I say, 
are our sovereign support under all troubles, and 
our most effectual preservative from all temptations. 
We believe ; blessed, blessed Jesus, help our unbelief! 
I am, my dear sir, ever yours, &c. 



LETTER XCVL 

London^ Mile^s-lanef Dec* S. 1761. 

Dear Mr Nixon, — It is probable you may have 
heard of my late dangerous sickness; and it is more 
than probable, nay, I look upon it as a certainty, 
that your good^nature has admitted this circumstance 
as an' excuse for my silence. Indeed, dear sir, I was 
sick, and nigh unto death. Little did I think of 
writing any more to my friends, or of being written 
any longer among the living Oh that I may de- 
vote the life that has been prolonged, devote it wholly 
to the God of my health and my salvation ! 

I received by Dr — -— your quotation from Plato, 
proving that the preposition «tm bears a vicarious 
signification. For which be pleased to accept my 
thanks. It is a most reviving and delightful truth, 
that Christ has suffered in our stead, and bore all 
our sins in his own body on the tree. When I was 
lately upon the verge of eternity, and just going to 
launch into the invisible world, 1 could find consola- 
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tion in nothing but this precious, precious faith. If 
all my iniquities were laid upon the beloved Son, 
they will never be laid to my charge in the day of 
jttdgm«it« If the blessed Jesus made full satisfaction 
for my transgressions, the righteous God will never 
demand two payments of one debt. What an anchor 
for the soul is stich a belief! how sure, how stead- 
fast ! May it be our solace in life, and our security 
in death ! 

A volume of letters^ written by the Earl of Orrery 
to his son, has very much captivated the attention of 
the public. Dr Brown's Remarks too upon Lord 
Shaftesbury's Characteristics are, I think, equally 
worthy of universal acceptance. It is a refined en- 
tertainment to pemse such elegant and judicious com- 
positions-; but how flat are they all, bow jejune and 
spiritless, compared with the sincere milk of the 
word, the lively oracles of God ! I hope they will 
always prove a whet to our spiritual appetite ; quicken 
' our desires, and hei^ten our relish of that heavenly 
manna which is spread over every page of the Bible. 
I am, dear sir, your very affectionate friend, &c. 



LETTER XCVIL 

London, Jan* 14r. 1752. 

My dear Frie^eos — I know you will excuse my 
long silence, and acquit me on the receipt of this 
letter, though I own myself in your debt for another* 
When I have a lucid or a lively interval, I think it 
my duty to employ it in attempting to finish my 
little work ; which, alas ! proceeds as slowly as my 
blood creeps heavily through my veins. Happy, 
happy they, who have firmness of nerve, and ferti- 
lity of thought, and are enabled to devote them both 
to their gracious Redeemer's service. 

Please to pay my best thanks to Dr Cotton for his 
very delicate Visions. I wish they may do good, and 
promote virtue; then, I am persuaded, they will an- 
swer the benevolent intention of the author. I wish 
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at the same time, that he would be a little explicit 
and courageous for Jesus Christ. He deserves it at 
our hands, who for our sake endured thecross, and des- 
pised the shame : he wtil recompense it into our bosoni 
by owning us before his Father and the holy angels* 
Nor can 1 ever think that the spread of our perform- 
ances will be obstructed by pleasing him who has 
all hearts and all events in his sovereign hand. A 
vision upon death, without a display of Clirist, seems 
to me like a body without a heart, or a heart with- 
out animal spirits. I am sure, when I was lately (as 
myself and every one appreheridctl) on the brink of 
eternity, I found no consolation but in Christ. Then 
\ I felt, what I had so often read, that there is no 
bther name given under heaven whereby man may 
obtain life and salvation, but only the name, the pre- 
cious and inestimable name of Jesus Christ. Oh ! 
that its savour may be to us, both living and dying, 
^ ** as ointment poured out.'* 

Tell Mrs — ^ — , that she has not offended me ; but 
I am grieved that I should give her occasion for 
such a suspicion. 

You refer me to 2 Esdras v. S3. " And I said, 
Speak oA, my Lord ; then said he unto me, Thou 
art sore troubled in mind for Israel's sake: lovest 
thou that people better than he that made them ?" 
It is a sweet passage, a noble and comfortable truth ; 
and the apparent doctrine of Scripture, however 
found in an apocryphal book. Oh ! that we may 
seek lyore assiduously to our all-condescending and 
omnipotent Friend. He will never upbraid us for 
our importunity ; he will never disappoint our hope; 
he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can' ask or think ; and, blessed for ever be his 
name, as is his power so is his love to his people, 
his children, his heirs. In this blessed number may 
he rank my dear friend, and his ever affectionate^ &c. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

Mile*s4ane9 March 24. 1 752. 

Mt dear Fri£nd,-^I received your favour. I 
congratulate you on your success in your profession. 
Moses says, *< It is God who giveth power to get 
wealth." May suqh accessions of prosperity enlarge: 
your heart with gratitude^ and attach your affections 
to our divine Benefactor ! I am sorry to hear your 

account of dear • O that we may be taught 

^^•rfiF us r« ^^tmu << Lord lelid me in a plain way," 
was the prayer of a noble sufferer. May the thing 
that he prayed for be the desire of our heart, and 
guide of our life.— I will very readily give him some 
Bibles ; if he (for he is, if I mistake not, a member of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) will 
send me an order in his name, a dozen shall be at 
his service. I shall think my own books are pub- 
lished to good purpose, if they enable the author to • 
distribute the invaluable book of God. 

Upon reflection, I charge myself with folly for 

putting it into Mr ^'s power to communicate a 

certain rumour. The wise man says, humorously 
and sarcastically, <* Venture to conceal a secret, and 
behold it will not burst thee." Intimating withal, 
that a secret in most people's breast is like ferment- 
iug liquor in a cask, which must have vent, or else 
it will burst the vessel. Thereforci 

Quid de quoque viro, et cui dicaa, ssep« caveto. 

Mr 's last piece I have not read through. I 

cannot say I am fond of that controversy. The doc-.- 
trine of the perseverance of Christ's servants, Christ's 
children, Christ's spouse, and Christ's members, I 
am thoroughly persuaded of. Predestination and 
reprobation I thiuk of with fear and trembling. And 
if i should attempt to study them, I would study ' 
them on my knees. 

I wish you would ask Dr S -^s opinion about 
Eph. iv. 16. with relation to the anatomical propriety 

o2 



/ 



154 A COIXECTION 

of the passage ; and, with his, give me your own. I 
know not what to do about publishing. May the 
Father of lights direct me ! and not sul^r me, either 
to write improperly, or to print precipitately ! With 
thanks for your letter, and with prayers for your 
increase in faith, in love, and holiness ; or in that 
<' kingdom of God, which is righteousness^ and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost," I am ever yours, &c. 



LETTER XCIX. 

Mil^84ane^ 1752. 

Dear Mr Nixon, — I am obliged to you for the 
favour done me by your letter, and for the honour 
done me by your verses to be engraved under my 
mezzotinto picture. I should have acknowledged 
both these obligations sooner, if my printseller had 
not been dilatory in publishing the picture; which is 
now transmitted to Dr Stonehouse, and desires your 
acceptance. 

I cannot, forbear thinking that what is called 
honour is a little capricious and whimsical. I, for my 
part, had taken my final leave of her ; expected none 
of her favours, and was become familiarly acquaint- 
ed with contempt. How is it then that she singles 
out a person whose name has long ago been struck 
out of her list ; and bestows her caresses upon a mean 
creature, that has been used to sit on the dunghill? 
Oh that it may be for the glory of Christ's grace, 
Christ's wisdom, Christ's power ! May I serve to the 
Sun of Righteousness as a cloud is subservient to the 
sun in , the firmament, which, though all-gloomy in 
itself, exhibits a rainbow; and thereby shews the 
world what beautiful colours are combined in that 
magnificent luminary. 

You are pleased to inquire after my little work ; 
dear sir, add to your kind inquiries a prayer to God, 
that it may be executed under the anointings of his 
Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) under the in- 
fluence of his blessing. My late sickness laid an ab- 
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scdote embargo npon it for a coosideraUe time; and 
has so shattered my £3eble constitution, that I pro- 
ceed like a vessel that has lost its rigging, and is full 
of leaks. However slowly I advance in this essay, 
may I grow daily in grace, and in the knowledge of 
oor Lord and Savionr Jesus Christ; and meet you, 
dear sir, in that happy, happy haven, where we both 
would be. Till then be pleased to rank in the 
number of your sincere and affectionate friends, your 
obliged homble servant, &c* 



LETTER C— To his Mother. 

April 6. 

'HoKOURED Madam, — I received your favoor of 
the 4th instant. Am very sorry to find my father is 
so ill. Hope and earnestly pray that the great 
eternal Lord of life and death will rebuke his dis- 
ord^, and restore him to health. You need not 
doubt of being remembered in my supplications to 
the throne of grace: O that they were better ! O 
that they proceeded from firmer faith, and were 
accompanied with greater fervour I Poor and weak 
as they are, they are often put up in behalf of my 
honoured parents, that the God and Father, of our 
Lord Jesus Christ may strengthen them with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and long-suffering with joyfulness; may 
give thefn an bumble resignation to his blessed will ; 
enable them^ to rejoice even in their tribulations, and 
make all things work together for their good, their 
exceeding gveat and everlasting good. 

I have, in obedience to your orders, put my affairs 
ia readiness to leave the city ; but hope there will 
be no occasion for such a speedy removal. But if 
I should come, alas I what can I do? My weakness 
is inconceivable. None can know it but the all* 
searching God. I am evidently worse, now the 
milder weather is advancing. 

I am g)ad to hear my sister holds well. God al- 
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ways mingles our cup of affliction with some sweet- 
ening drops. None but Christ, that dear and adored 
Redeemer, none but Christ had gall without any 
honey, and vengeance without any mercy. Blessed 
be his most holy name for enduring all kind of 
misery, that we might want no manner of thing that 
is good. I am, &c. . 

LETTER CI. 

Tattenhanti Oct. 18. 1751. 

Dear Sir, — What shall I say, or how shall I 
excuse myself? I seem to be in the condition of 
Pharaoh's butler, who remembered not his good 
friend Joseph, but forgat him. Yet be assured, dear 
sir, that I have not forgot your kindness; I have 
retained a warm sense of gratitude in my breast. 
The reason of my not acknowledging your favour 
sooner, was this, — I proposed to have transmitted my 
piece to your hands, (that part of it at least which 
was to be enriched with your own thoughts), that 
it might have the advantage of your critical revisal, 
and judicious corrections. 

But extreme weakness of body has retarded me in 
accomplishing, has almost rendered me incapable of 
prosecuting the work; to all which infirmities, the 
providence of our all^wise heavenly Father has been 
pleased to superadd a violent fever, which confined 
me for eight weeks, and brought me to the very 
brink of the grave. I beg of you, dear sir, to accept 
my best thanks for your letter, and its vduable con- 
tents; thouffh late in their arrival, they are very 
sincere in tiieir trader. I hope you will give me 
leave to be obliged to you for one favour more. If 
ever the Divine goodness shall enable me to complete 
my design, allow me to put it under your examina- 
tion ; I shall send it abroad into the world with much 
less trepidation, with much greater satisfaction, if it 
has underffone the scrutiny of your judgment, and 
received the correction of your pen. I am, at least : 
I wish to be, seqsible'of my own inciqpacity for 
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handling the glorious, the divinely excellent tnitht 
of God's everlasting gospel. If the apostle, who had 
been caught up into the third heaven, could not for- 
bear crying out with so much vehemence, << Who is 
sufficient for these things?" what, O what shall I 
say ! Indeed, I have much fear and trembling of 
hearty lest I should give some wrong touch to the 
ark; or by any imprudent, though officious kiss, 
betray my divine Master to his enemies, rather than 
recommend him to. the world. Good sir, assbt me 
with your prayers, that if I write, I may be anointed 
with that unction from the Holy One^ which may 
teach me all things, and lead me into all truth, which, 
may furnish me with the tongue (rf* the learned, and. 
give me the pen of a ready writer. 

Have you seen Mr Taylor's late Treatise on the 
Sacrifice and Atonement of Jesus Christ? If you 
have^ I should be glad to know what remarks occur- 
red to your mind on the perusal. As you are a. lover 
of natural philosophy, I wish you woiud consider the 
blessing of Joseph, Deut. xxxiii* IS-— 16. and favour 
me with your sentiments upon that beautiful passage. 
I should not make either this or the preceding re- 
quest, if I had not the highest opinion of the tree- 
dom and fidelity of your temper, and tbe^ccurate 
discernment of your und^^tanding. As the blessed 
God has been pleased to deaden your sense of hear- 
ing, may he daily quicken your spiritual senses to 
discern both good and evil. May he give you to 
hear the sweet and «till voice.of his good Spirit wit- 
nessing with your spirit, that you are the child of 
God and an heir of glory ! And would you implore 
the same blessing for your unworthy friend, it would 
be a kindness most gratefully to be acknowledged 
by, dear sir, your much obliged and affectionate 
servant, &c. 

* P. S. — We have put one of Mr Mo»es Browne's 
children apprentice to a handsome business ; and it 
will be a pleasure to do so worthy a man all the ser^ 
vice that lies in my power. 
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LETTER ClI, 

London^ MH^S'lane^ Dec. 22. 175K 
Dear Sister, — Yesterday, in the afternoon, Mr 
. and his mother called upon me : he offered to 
convey a letter, or any message, to Weston« I 
could not neglect this opportunity of sending yoa 
my best wishes, and the congratulations of tbeseason« 
Please to thank my mother for her kind letter. 
The wine was to hare come last week, but my bro- 
ther forgot to give the necessary orders, until it was 
too late. I hope no such disappointment will hap- 
pen, if we live to see the end of this week. I wish 
vou much of the divine presence, and joy of the 
L«ord in using it. May we all driiJc of those living 
waters which Christ Jesus has promised in hu gos* 
pel, of which they who drink shall thirst no more ; 
but they shall be in them a well of water ipringiog 
up into everlasting life* Pray let me know^, what 
those living waters mean? 

I have no present to make you this Christmas, 
unless you will accept one from God's holy wonL 
In the 9th chapter of Isaiah it is foretold, that poor 
sinners shall not only have a good hope, but shall 
even rejoice before God ; r^oice with exceeding great 
joy; such as the husbandman feels, when he gathers 
in his harvest, and recdves the reward of all his toil ; 
such as the soldier experiences, when he has' con- 
quered his enemy, and is dividing the spoil. 

What shall be the source of this joy ? their world- 
ly wealth ? Alas, riches make themselves wings, and 
ny away. They profit not in the day of wrath. — 
Their carnal pleasures ? These are always froth, and 
frequently gall. To be enamoured with these, is 
death. — Their own good deeds ? These are a broken 
reed, a filthy rag ; and should cover us with confti- 
sion, not fill us with conceit. Whence then is this 
joy to flow ? From Christ, wholly froto Christ : he 
is the rich gift of God, he is the peari of great price ; 
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ibe only oonsolation of sihners, and the soprene j^7 
of his people* Therefore the prophet adds, in tho 
language of triamph and exultation, << To us a Child 
is born ; to us a Son is given, and the government 
shall be upon .his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God,, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of ^eace.** This 
Child is Jesus Christ, who is the foundation of all 
our comfort, the qpring of all true delight. He is 
the Son of the Most High, yet given to be made man, 
to be made a sacrifice, to be made a curse, for us. 
So grei^ that the government of universal nature k 
upon his shoulder. The sceptre of supreme autho- 
rity is in his hand : he is << Head over all things to lik 
church./' So glorious, that his name ^all be called 
Wonderful. God* and man in one matchless and 
marvellous person, clothed with clay, yet possessed 
of all the fulness of the Godhead : like Jacob's lad- 
der ; whose foot was fixed on earth, while the sum- 
mit was lost in the skies. So gracious, that he is the 
Counsellor, to instruct ignorant creatures, and by 
his word and Spirit make them wise unto salvation. 
<* The Mighty God ;" to subdue our iniquities, to 
write his laws ii^our hearts, and*make us partakers 
of a divine nature. << The Prince of Peace ;'^ recon- 
ciling OS to God by his death, and making peace by 
the blood of his cross ; by applying these blessings 
to our consciences, filling us with that peace of God 
which passelh all understanding. ** The Everlasting 
Father;" to cherish us under the wings of his pro- 
vidence and grace, to make all things work together 
for our good, and prepare for us an everlasting in^ 
beritance; even the inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that iadeth not away. O may the adorable 
Redeemer be all this to us ! The prophet repeats this 
expression. To us. This circumstance is of the last 
importance. Then only is Christ our Fountain of 
1%, and full of delights, when he is all this, does all 
tbis» to us, even to us. 

Let this Scripture be the subject of our medi^' 
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amidst the approaching soleiniiity. And may an 
everlasting sense of its blessings give an additional, a 
heavenly relish to all our other entertainment ! I 
am your affectionate brother, &c. 



. LETTER cm. 

Dear Sib,— It is not the difficulty of answ^ing 
Dr —— 's question that makes me avoid it, but the 
disagreeable nature of the office ; as it will oblige me 
to shew that he entirely mistakes both the nature of 
the Scriptures, and the nature of man. He would 

make Dr .*& and Dr 's sentiments of things, 

the touchstone of divine revelation. What is level 
to their apprehensions, must be right; what comports 
with their notions, must be true. At this rate, ihey 
are not doers of the law, but judges. On the con-, 
trary, if they do not understand the doctrine of union 
with Christ, or the fitness of free justification to pro-, 
mote holiness, it is because their understandings, are 
darkened; it is a sign, that they want the eye-salve; 
a proot^ that their senses are not exercised to dis-. 
cem between good and evil. 

Dr has . Rdman virtue ; but indeed he very 

much wanXs the eye-salve. He sees no glory aqd 
comeliness in Christ, but much in his own confor- 
mity to the commands of his Maker. While such 
sentiments possess the mind, people have no eyes to 
discern the beauty of free grace. Christ is just as 
insignificant, as the physician's offering to prescribe 
for a person in perfect health. I am.sure, my pfX)r, 
lame, mangled conformity to my Maker's commands, 
fills me with shame, and would make me hang down 
my head as a bulrush. But my Lord's death, my 
Lord's obedience, my divine Lord's, merit, encour-. 
ages me, imboldens me, and enables me to say. Who 
shall condemn me ? Be pleased, by the bye, to com- 
pare Dr 's foundation for comfort and con- 
fidence with St Paul's, Rom. viii. S3, S4f. Who is. 
in the right I leave you to determine. I will only 
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▼entare to assert, that Paul of Tarsus bad as mttch 
conformity to the ^commands of his Maker as our 
amiable friend. Oh that he was less amiable in his 
own eyes ; and knew himself to be << wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked/* See 
Rev. iii. 17- 

l5/, *^ A persuasion of dur reconciliation to God, 
previous to our performance of holy duties.'* Dr 
asks, what is the foundation of such a persua- 
sion ? To which I answer, the doctrine delivered by 
St Paul, Rom. v. 10. « When we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son." 
From this passage he will see, that reconciliation to 
God is previous to our performance of holy duties^ 
It is a blessing pt'ocured for enemies ; ancf to say, 
that enemies have performed holy duties, is to con- 
found the difference between rebels and subjects ; is 
to make rebellion and alfegiance the same. Nay, 
mofey tbis blessing has no manner of dependence on 
our performance of holy duties, because it is pro- 
cured, not partially, but wholly procured by the 
death of Christ. It is not said, when we, who were 
some time enemies, began to perform holy duties ; 
but when we were enemies, while we were enemies, • * 
and considered only as eneniies. Then, ev«i then. 
— Wondrous grace ! grace worthy of a God I Will 
not such grace incline the rebels tq throw down their 
arms? 

The Ddctor, having laid down some premises, 
makes this inference : " Hence the phrase of our 
reconciliation to God, when we have renounced our 
sins." But does this inference tally with the apostle's 
declaration, or is it the proper consequence of his 
doctrine ? Let not the acute disputant, but the way- 
faring man, judge. 

«* Our blessed Saviour," adds the Doctor, « direct- 
ly asserts, that the performance of religious duties is 
the sole evidence of reconciliation." We are not 
inquiring about the evidences of reconciliation^ but 
about the way to acquire them« To determine what 
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Bte the evidences of a cure, is easy enough ; but to 
prescribe the expeditious and certain method of 
working the cure, this is the thing we want. H^re^ 
according to my poor opinion, Mr Marshall excels 

as much in the spiritual, as Dr in the animal 

Therapetdica. 

The Doctor urges our Lord's words, " Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I comHiand you." 
Wandering from the point again* The question isy 
How we shall be animated^ strengthened, and en* 
abled to do them ? 

Upon this subject reason tells us, that suoh a dis- 
charge of religious duties can alone convince a Chris- 
tian of the sincerity of his profession. It may be so : 
but pray. Madam Reason, do not be impertinent, wc 
did not ask your opinion upon the point; if you 
would speak to the purpose, you must tell us, bow 
we may be enabled to discharge these religious duties. 
Does your ladyship know, which is the first reit* 
gious duty. I question it; be content therefore to 
receive information from Scripture : ^^ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with alt thy heart'* This is 
the first religicMis duty : now tell Dr — — and me, 
tell us honestly and eipplicitly, how we can perfcorm 
this duty ? Is it possible to love the Lord, to love 
him with all our heart, if we look upon him as in- 
censed against us, unreconciled to' us ? Is it possible 
to love him, when we apprehend ourselves to be 
under his wrath, or suspect that he will prove an 
enemy to us at the last ? 

The Doctor having a higher opinion of reason* 
than I, is a greater favourite with her; I would there- 
fore beg to know of him, what reply she makes to 
this interrogatory ; and I promise beforehand, that I 
will stand to her award, if she can point out any 
method of practising this duty, different from that 
proposed by Mr Marshall ; then my favourite author 
and myself will submit to the charge of enthusiasm. 

2<£/y, «€ A persuasion of our future enjoyment of 

* Reason, I mean, in ber present Wen state. 
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the hearenly happiness^ previous to onr perfomumce 
of holy duties." 

I ask Mr Hervey, << What is the foundation of 
such a persuasion ?" Mr Hervey an8w«:*8, Qur free 
justification through Jesus Christ, which we receive 
under the character of ungodly persons ; consequently 
before the performance of good works, Rom. iv. 5. I 
answer again, The free promise of God : ^* God bath 
given unto us eternal life,*' 1 John v. 1 1. But is not 
this promise founded on our own duties and obc" 
dience ? No ; but on the duties and obedience of our 
great Mediator. ^* This life is in his Son." 

In the first book of the sacred writings is this im- 
portant interrogatory, made by God himself, <* If 
thou dost well, shalt thou not be accepted ?'' Here I 
beg leave to ask, in my turn. Which is the perscxn 
who does well ? Dr .■ » who would persuade us to 
reject the gift of God, 1 John v. 11. and not believe 
bis word ? or Mr Marshall, who would engage us 
to credit the divine declaration, and receive the di- 
vine gift ? The apostle says, by. not believing this 
record, ** we make God a liar," 1 John v. 10» And 
shall we call this doing well ? or is this the way to 
be accepted ? 

The Doctor ferther urges, In the very last chapter 
of the same 'sacred volumes we are told, << Blessed are 
tiiey who do his commandments, that they may have 
a right to the tree of life." Let me ask again. Does 
the Doctor remember what the commandments of 
the Almighty are? He may see them reduced to two 
particulars, and ranged in the exactest order, 1 John 
iii. 23. The first of these commandments is, *< That 
we believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ.*' 
Let the Doctor only interpret this precept, tell me 
what is included in this injunction, and I am inclined 
to think, he will find each of Mr Marshall's prelimU 
nary articles contained in its import. To believe in 
Christ, is to live under a persuasion^ that be has died 
to reconcile me to God ; that he has obeyed to ob- 
tain eternd life for me ; and intercedes in heaven thr 
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I may receive the Holy Ghost theComforter* TAe 
away these ingredients from faith, and its spirit eva- 

E orates ; its very life expires ; you have nothing left 
ot a mere caput mortuum. 

The Doctor charges us << with spiritual pride." 
But is it pride to confess ourselves ungodly wretches, 
and| as such, to receive free justification from infi- 
nitely rich grace ? << With presumption and unwar- 
rantable persuasions." . But is that a presumptuous 
claim, or that an unwarrantable persuasion, which 
is founded on the infallible promise of God, and- 
implied in the very nature of faith ? He bids us 
beware, lest we be the dupes of our own credulity. 
We thank him for the friendly admonition ; and, to 
shew our gratitude, we would suggest a caution to 
our worthy friend, that before he argues on a reli- 
gious subject, he would gain clearer ideas of its 
nature. He talks of reconciliation, as implying con- 
cern and grief* Here he fights with a shadow, and 
a shadow of his own raising; no mortal ever afiirmed 
or dreamed of any such thing. Reconciliation is 
neither more or less than a removal of offence, and 
a restoration to favour. He mentions Mr Marshall's 
three propositions as the requisite signals of faith ; 
whereas they are the constituent parts, the very es- 
sence of faith : they difiPer as much from a signal, b» 
the florid blood and lively spirits difier from the bloom 
on the cheek, or the sparkle in the eye. He tells us, 
'< That the faith of the Jews was one,thing; but after 
our Saviour's death, the faith of the Gentiles was 
another." St Paul, who was a Jew by birth, and an 
apostle of the Gentiles by office, tells us the very 
reverse. There is one faith, of which Christ, the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, was 
and is the invariable object. << To him. give all the 
prophets,'' as well as all the apostles, << witness, that 
whosoever belie veth in him shall receive remission 
of sins." Relieving in> Christ, we see, is the one, 
constant, unalterable way, in which both Jews and 
Gentiles, the hearers of the prophets and the converts 
*" the apostles, obtained pardon, life, and glory. 
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' Had Dt -'— observed this caution, he would not 
have spent so many needless and random words on 
the third proposition, which proceed upon an abso* 
lute mistake of the point << We advocates for self- 
sufficiency in man r* I wonder how the ingeniout 
Doctor can entertain such a suspicion, especially as 
he knows we have subscribed, we believe, and we 
maintain the tenth article of our Church. He has 
blamed us for this belief; therefore he should,* in all 
reason, blame himself for those extravagant excursions 
of his pen ; which are just as far from sobriety and 
fact, as the Antipodes are from the latitude of Lon- 
don. Our maxim and Mr Marshall's meaning is. 
Though less than nothing, though worse than no- 
thing in ourselves, we can do all things through 
Chnst's strengthening us. I am, &c. 

LETTER CIV. 

Saturday morning* 
Shall I beg you to tell Dr , that his beauti- 
ful Visions* were, by Dodsley the bookseller, put 
into the hands of a very pious and ingenious friend 
of wme^ who proposes an alteration in the ninth line 
of the sixty-ninth page of the fifth edition, where he 
would read Jesus instead of virtue. 

At that important hoar of need, 
Jesui shall pro^e a friend indeed. 

But I am not of his opinion, unless An uniform 
vein of evi^ngelical doctrine had run through the 
whole. This, I must confess, I could have been glad 
to have s^en in so elegant a poem, where Spenser's 
fancy, and Prior's ease, are united. And I hope if 
the Doctor should ever write any more poetry, he 
will take this important hint into his ccmsideration. 
Indeed he ought ; for even in his Vision on Death, 
he has not paid the least regard to Christ our Re- 
deemer, the conqueror of deatn. I presume they sell 
according to our wishes. May^they, under the bless- 
ing of a most gracious Ood, impart good to the world, 
and bring gain to the author 1 

• See Letter XCVIL 



s. „ 
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If I mistake not, you are a subscribing member of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge ; will 
you be so kind as to procure for me a dozen of Bibles, 
and a dozen of the Bishop of Man on the Lord's 
Supper ? I give away this to communicants, because 
it has the communion-service in it; and because it is 
more evangelical, and less exceptionable than the 
generality of what are called preparations for, or com- 
panions at the sacrament ; too many of which books, 
by long pray€9r8 for each day in the week, and by 
injudicious representations, have sometimes, I fear, 
a contrary efiect to what was intended. I had once a 
design, nor have I wholly laid it aside, of extracting 
from Jenks' Office of Devotion, the few leaves be has 
there wrote so patheticaliy on the sacrament, and of 
printing them with the communion service, after the 
manner of the Bishop of Man ; adding on the sides 
suitable observations of my own, to supply Jenks' 
deficiencies. I propose likewise to add what Mar- 
shall says on the sublet, and insert from the Bldiop 
of Man his short, yet striking meditations on some 
well-chosen texts of Scripture, which will be of service 
to every one ; particularly to those who are unaccus- 
tomed to meditate^ or have no talents for it, and con- 
sequently want such an assistance to employ the time 
while otners are receiving the bread and wine. What 
says myjldm Achntes to this ? Give it a, place in your 
thoughts; and however we*may determine on this, 
let us determine to cleave niore closely to the Lord, 
and wait upon our God continually. <^ Unto thee 
lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the hea- 
vens.'' Let this be our pattern, and such our prac- 
tice. To his tender care, and continual guidance, I 
commit you ; and am cordially yours, &c. 
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London^ Mile^s^ane^ April 9. 1752. 
\ Dear Sir, — Soon after I received your last fa- 
vour, we were visite^ by a very alarming providence : 
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a fire broke out in a sugar-baker's workhouse, part 
of which communicated with my brother's house, and 
the whole was separated from us only by a court-yard, 
four or five yards in breadth. Three engines played 
from his house, and another stood ready in the dining 
room, in case of any unexpected exigency. We were 
all consternation and confusion : in the hurry, I mis- 
laid, somewhere or other, . your valuable letter, and 
cannot recover it by any search, I wish you would 
be so kind as to direct me once more to the Ma-, 
gazine in which your chronological observation is 
inserted. I shall be more particularly pleased to see 
difficulties of this nature cleared up ; because the 
works of a very celebrated genius are lately published, 
in which he very much decries the chronology and 
history of the sacred Scriptures ; I mean some post- 
humous volumes written by the late Lord Boling- 
broke. 

You will excuse nie for not making my thankful 
acknowledgments sooner. The objections you started, 
and the answers you gave, were richly worth pre- 
serving ; I am truly sorry that the afore-mentioned 
disaster has, I fear, deprived me of them. Have you 
no copy taken for your own satisfaction ? With rela^- 
tion to my. intended work, if it was in your hands, I 
believe you would not think it expedient to add any 
thing more of the argumentative kind. I fear I have 
been too prolix already ; and if ever I should be so 
happy as to obtain your revisal of it, should be very 
desirous that you would make very free with the 
pruning-knife. I have no vindication, but some ex^ 
case for my delay in writing. I catched such a cold^ 
on the late terrifying occasion, (being obliged to wade 
through water, in order to escape the fire), as con^- 
fined me to my chamber several weeks. I mention- 
ed to you Taylor's Treatise of Original Sin. As you 
have not seen the work, give me leave to transmit, 
as folly as 1 4can recollect, one or two of bis objec- 
tions to the orthodox opinion. God is the Maker, 
the true and immediate Maker of all men. Job xxxi. 

8 
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1 5. Now it is ioqpossible that God should make our 
nature, and yet not make the qualities and propen- 
sities which it has when made. Therefore, whatever 
principles, or whatever seeds are implanted in our 
constitution, they ccmnot be principles of iniquity nor 
seeds of sin ; because they are all infused and planted 
by our infinitely good and holy Creator. Such pas- 
sions, appetites, propensities, cannot be sinful, be- 
cause they are necessary and unavoidable, (and that 
cannot be sinful in me, which I can . nowise avoid, 
'help, or hinder), neither can they render us objects 
of God's wrath ; for it is infinitely absurd, and high- 
ly dishonourable to God, to suppose be is displea3ed 
at us for what he himself has infused into our na- 
ture. 

, What says St Japes? (Jamed iii. 9.) ^* Therewith 
curse we men, who are made after the similitude of 
God." The similitude of God signifies those moral 
endowments which distinguish the possessor, both 
from the brutes and the devils ; and in this image, or 
vested with'these qualifications, men are made. What 
then becomes of the doctrine of original sin ? 
; St Paul speaks of people that had their under- 
standing darkened, that were alienated in their minds, 
were haters of God, &c. But this is affirmed of the 
idolatrous heathen. The very Gentiles, according 
to St Paul's account, " Shew the work of the law 
written on their hearts, their consciences meanwhile 
accusing or else excusing one another." Here then 
are Heathens who have the work of the law (not 
barely discerned by their understanding, but) written 
on their hearts ; have both the knowledge and the 
love of its moral precepts; with an awakened tender 
conscience, ever ready to act the part of an impartial 
reprover, or a zealous advocate; and what higher 
character can you give of your first-rate believer ? 
They are also said to ^* do by nature the things con- 
.tained in the law ;" an irrefragable proof that our 
nature is not so depraved in point of inclination, 
nor so disabled with regard to its executive powers, 
HS the doctrine of original sin supposes. 
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Let me request the favour of your sentimeots upon 
the preceding objections. Your ingenious remarks 
on Deut.xxxiii.i3y &c. I received; I prize, and I 
thank you for them. May the gracious God, for a 
recompense, lead you farther and farther into thfi un* 
searchable treasures of wisdom hid in the Scriptures, 
and fill you with all wisdom and spiritaal understand* 
isg. 1 comfort myself in thinking, that you do not 
in your prayers, forget, dear sir, your much obliged, 
and truly affectionate friend, &c. 
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Weston-Favell, Dec, 14. 1752* 
Reverend Sir, — Little did I think, when I re» 
commended to >the public the Observations on —~**, 
that I should be so agreeably and amply recompensed 
for my occasional note — recompensed with a letter 
from the author; which, I assure you, was extremely 
welcome, not only on account of the same strain of 
elegance which runs through and adorns your book, 
but for the tender which it brought me of a very 
valuable accession to the small number of my friends. 
Your friendship, dear sir, I accept as a privilege, and 
shall cultivate with delight. Only I must, in com- 
mon justice, forewarn you of one particular. That 
your social intercourses with James Hervey, will be 
an exercise of charity, rather than an advantageous 
traffic to yourself. Besides other reasons which I 
might too truly allege for the support of this hint, 
a long-continued habit of indisposition, and bodily 
weakness, has laid a heavy hand on my animal spirits, 
which (take my word for it, since J hope you will 
never know it by experience) both cramps the exer- 
tion» and obstructs the improvement of the intellectual 
faculties. You remember, however, who has said, 
<^ It is more blessed to give than to receive ;'' which, 

' • Frobablj the Obsenrations on Tacitus commended by Mr Heiv 
«ey, in bis Letter to a Lady of Quality. See Vol. V. 

VOL. VI. H 
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I think, will bold good wben applied either to the 
treasures of the mind or the riches of fortune. 

Your approbation of any thing in my slight re- 
marks will give me singular satisfaction ; yet I should 
be no less obliged for your free thoughts on what 
should have been added, expunged, or altared. Let 
this, dear sir, be the first fruits of our friendahip. 
Point out my blemishes, and supply my defects. 
Applause may be more soothing to my vanity ; but 
such kind corrections will be more pleasing to my 
judgment, and more serviceable to our common cause. 
It is scarce probable that a second edition should be 
published, as the first was numerous; but if there 
should be such a demand, I am sure your animad- 
versions would enrich and ennoble it. 

I thank you for your Reflections on the Scriptures, 
which are perfectly just, and peculiark animated. I 
cannot but wish that the vindication of their dignity^ 
and the display of their excellency, had fiillen to your 
share. This, I trust, is a service reserved for your 
pen, to be drawn with ten-fold energy and success 
on some future occasion. And may you, when called 
to such an.important work, be ^ a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the Master's use I" 

I bless God for the just notions you form concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit^ and the necessity of his enlight- 
ening influences ; without which the Scriptures will 
be a sealed book, and even tlie word of life a dead 
letter. Men of superior abilities too ofien lean to 
their own understanding, and reject the guidance, 
the teachings, of the Holy Ghost; not because these 
are not mentioned, insisted upon, promised in the 
gospel ; but because they fancy themselves capable 
of comprehending, without any supernatural aid, r« 
fuya^^Mm vn 0ar. But may we, sir, be sensible, ever 
sensible, that all our sufficiency is of God ; and not 
blusli to be the humble pupils of the heavenly Teacher, 
who ^^ hideth these things from the wise and prudent, 
but revealeth them unto babes." I am desirous c^ 
being taught by the labours of learned men ; more 
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deiirous of being taught bjr the written word of re* 
velatioD ; but, amidst all, and above all, to be taught 
of God ; or, as our Liturgy very boldly, but not Im- 
properly explains the prophet, ** taught by the in- 
spiration of GOfl's Holy SbiriU" 

I am pleased to bear from -^ — ^, that yon are 
situated near that worthy gentleman Dr '-— ^, whose 
works praise him in the sate; to whom belongs that 
aoble oharacter, •* It^ liberal person deviseth liberal 
tfaipgs f to whofn, I ttust, will be made good that 
ineatimable promise in its fullest extent, ** By liberal 
things shall he stand.^ * They shall be his witnesses 
at the day of etertial judgment, that his faith in Christ 
Jesus has n^tber been empty, barren, nor dead. 
When you have the pleasure of waiting on him, be 
so good as to present him with my most respectful 
oomplimente. 

You are not onder the least obligation to me, for 
bearing my testimony to your late performance. It 
is a d^t which I owe, for the delight I received in 
perusing it. I wish it may soon come to a second 
edition ; an(^ if my attestation to its merit is a means 
of introducing it into the hands of my readers, I 
do not doubt but it will do an honour to my taste. 
The present which you promise me will be very ac* 
ceptable : But, my dear sir, if you have a family, or 
your circumstances should not be affluent, I beg you 
will not think of it. You see I follow your example, 
and speak,' not as a new acquaintance, but as a bo- 
som friends 

' Should it ever be in itiv power t^ do you any ser*- 
viee, I cent suggest a method whereby yon might re- 
pay, mote than repay the favonr. That is, by taking 
the trouble of revising a little work which I have 
upon the anvil, and bestowing upon it your free re- 
marks. A few touches from your pen would, if the 
thing be tiot incorrigibly bad, very much improve it. 
Bad I not seen a display of yottr judgment and de- 
lieacy in the Observations, he* 1 should not have 
asked sacb an instance of your frie&dship ; whereas 
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now I. cannot but earnestly desire it, shall highly 
esteem it, and shall very thankfully acknowledge it* 

*< Not by might, nor by strength, but by my Spirit, 
saith the LorcH" And we may truly say, Npt by 
polished diction, or brilliant sentiment; not by the 
arts of persuasion, or the force of reasoning ; but by 
God Almighty's blessing, our attempts are prevalent, 
and our books successful. This is my comfort, and 
this my confidence: — as an author, I wojuld aim, 
singly aim, at the glory of my Divine Master, and 
the mrtherance of his everlasting gospel. Then I 
would resign the issue of my endeavours wholly to 
his providenceand grajce^ who can, out of the mputba 
of babes and sucklings, perfect his praise. Neverthe- 
less I would by no means neglect the recommenda- 
tions of a graceful composition. I would be glad to 
have the apples of gold, which are the truths of our 
holy religion, conveyed or set in pictures of silver. 
For this we have the genius of human nature, which, 
generally speaking, must be pleased, in order to be 
profited. For this we have the precedent of the 
wisest of men, who ** sought and found out accepta- 
ble words," even when that which was written was 
the truth of God. If it is consistent with your other 
engagements to oblige me in this very substantial 
manner, — r — , who undertakes to transmit this let- 
ter, has promised to convey a little parcel to your 
hands. 

J wish ydu, sir, what the eloquent apostle styles, 
(Col. ii. 2.) ^* the riches of the full assurance of un- 
derstanding ;" and, turning my wishes into prayera, 
take my leave, and profess myself, reverend sir» 
your truly afiectionate friend and brother, &c. 
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My deah Friend, — The f^Qstle warns us not 
xo be " carried about with every wind of doctrine.*' 
I think Marshall has answered great part of .Dr 
.. 's letter (see p^es 96, 97j of the 8vq e4ition> 
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Pray desire Dr ^ at his leisure, to shew whereitr 

he suspects Marshall to be nnscriptural* You may 
depend tipon H» I shall appeal from the Doctor's 
determination, unlesrhe supports it by Scripture. 
The poor and unlearned generally understand the 
gospel better than the accomplished scholars ; because 
it pleases God, by the foolishness (see 1 Cor. i. 21.). 
of preaching, to save them that believe. God long 
ago foretoloy that but few would understand and 
receive evangelical truth ; <* Who hath believed our 
report ?* . says Isaiah : Very, very few. To this Sfi 
Paul adds ; ** Not many wise, not many mighty are 
called." The attributes of the Deity will stand clear 
from all .just impeachment, if we demonstrate that 
his doctrine is most excellently calculated to humble 
the sinner, to exalt the Saviour, and promote filial 
obedien^. Let the objections and misapprehensions 
of such learned and ingenious men teach us to dis« 
trust our own ability ; not to lean to our own under* 
standings, but seek more earnestly for the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation.. 

Dr thinks the doctrine delivered in Marshall's 

book to be inconsistent with Scripture, and repugnant 
to reason: whereas I think it contains- the very 
marrow of Scripture; consequently, is reason in its 
highest refinement. I daily experience it to be the 
medicine of my better life, or the most sovereign 
means to comfort the conscience and purify the heart. 
If the Doctor had leisure, I should be glad to hear 
what a person of his fine sense and keen discernment 
could say against my favourite author. 

Have you any author of eloquence and spirit who 
has written either a treatise or sermon on the subject 
of true holiness, its nature, its necessity, its excel- 
lency ? If you could furnish me with such a treatise, 
I would endeavour to put his displays of holiness 
into Theron*s mouth, and Aspasio should shew the 
manner of acting, all on evangelical principles. Has 
Atterbury said any thing of this kind, or Foster in 
his sermons ? I wish you would search your own 
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9tock of id^As* Seardi your moat admired Arsiiaiftn 
writers, und pri>duce tlJp noble quftlitie*, the iinpor- 
tant duties, which constitute the dignity oi>the hap- 
piness of our nature; and I will undertake, I will 
attempt at least, to point out the expeditious and 
easy way to them, all on Mr Marshall's plan, 
, The Doctor is strangely Tague in his argumenta^ 
tion. On the two first topics ne does little else but 
ramble ; the last he absolutely mistakes, I do not 
affirm that we have sufficient strength. I wonder 
bow be could supp€>se this, when be knows it is our 
persuasion that we bave not power so much as cor- 
dially to will that wbfcb is good. But a persuasion 
that Ood will give us sufficient strength, this is the 
point we pleaafor, the privilege to which we stand 
entitled by the gospel. 

You forgot, my dear friend, to send me Jennings 
on Original Sin. If you think Mrs ■'— - is in want, 
I will very willingly give her two guineas. Who 
would not give^awav tfadr superfluities for his sake 
who gave his very lite for our sins ? O that I bad 
also strength of body, that I might spend what is 
more valuable than gold in his sacred service 1 But 
forbear, my soul: nis will be done, I hope God 
may incline your heart to review those manuscripts, 
and strengthen your judgment to discern their im- 
proprieties, I really have no fondness to appear 
again in print; I had much rather decline what re- 
quires any labour of the brain. But since I have 
proceeded, so far in the work, since there is some 
expectation of it, and many prayers put up for it, I 
cannot be easy when I offer to discontinue it. Do, 
my dear friend, give me a Uttlr of your time, take 
some pains in my behalf; it is the last trouble of 
this kind I shall ever give you. For should this 
piece be finistiedf never, never will I attempt sn^ 
other. Who knows, but if you help me in tJhis 
work, I may converse with you when I am dead ; 
and perhaps a very weak bint from the pen of an 
old friend may be Messed to your comfort, when he 
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is ^one hetice^ and no more seen 1 Till then, after 
tfaen, and for ever, I hope to be affectionately yours, 

P. & — Pnqr let me hear the issue of your interriew 
with the gentleman. I hope the God of wisdom and 
of power will give you an irreproachable conduct, 
and a decoat boldness. Why should we be ** afraid 
of man that shall die, and the son of man that shall 
be as grass; and forget the Lord our Maker, who 
stretched out the heavens, and laid the foundation of 
the earth ?** Fear not ; you have done nothing in 
this whole affiiir but what, I am verily persuaded, is 
pleasing to him whose loving-kindness is better than 
life. 

Oh that it was worth your while to wish, and 
that it was safe for me to grant, an absolution of 
my sentence against you : but yon must not come to 
hear me so long as the small-pox is in your town, as 
many of my people will be terrified at your presence. 
I will tdl you one good thing that was in our sermon 
last Sunday; this portion of Scripture, viz. << With 
the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
redemption," Psalm cxxx. 7. And this, all this is 
for yon, my dear friend ; and for thee, my sinful 
soul. O let us receive the blessings; let us em* 
tirace the blessings i For it is our gracious Master's 
will, by these sweet, inviting, generous methods, to 
win us from a deluding world, and win us to his 
blessed self.— Adieu. 
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DsAB Sir,—- Mt poor father is «in some respects 
better, but he is as weak and helpless as ever. Most 
of his time passes in a kind of dosing sleep. He has 
no inclination to talk; takes little notice of persons 
or things. I hope his great work is done, bis inte- 
rest in Christ secured, and his soul sanctified by 
^race. For indeed, such a state of languishing is as 
unfit to work out sahrf lion, and lay b<Md on eternal 
life, as to grind at the mill, or to run a race. C 
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that we all may give diligent attention to the things 
which belong to our peace^ before the inability of 
sickness, and the night of death approaches. I sent 
for the Poem on Sickness, by Mr Tboms<Ht of Queen's 
College, Oxford, and was surprised to find it a- fouv«> 
shilling and sixpenny piece. It is, I thinks a< loose 
and rambling performance; some good lines, bat« 
great deal of it nothing at all to the purpose; not 
comparable, io. pcHUt of el^ance, propriety, and 
beauty, to his Hymn on May. However, I would 
not have it depreciated, methinks, because it speaks 
worthily of the Christian religion, and the Rock of 
our hopes, Christ Jesus. — Adieu, my dear friend^ 
ever yours, &c. 
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D£AR SrsTER, — 'I HOPE this will find my father 
better. I heartily wish, and daily pray that the God 
of everlasting compassions may comfort him under 
his sorrows, may sanctify his afflictions, and restore 
him to his healthy that he may recover more spiritual 
strength before he goes hence, and is no, more seen,. 

I sent my brother some Books, and humbly be* 
seech the Giver of every good gift to accompany 
them with his heavenly blessing ; tor what he blesses 
is blessed indeed. 

I could be truly glad to hear your complaints are 
removed ; but if they continue, do not be discouraged* 
<< Whom the Lord loveth he'chastiseth." God had 
but one Son without sin, but none without sufferings. 
Oh that his infinite goodness may sanctify your tri* 
bulations, that they may be a means of weaning you 
from the world, and bringing you to Jesus Christ I 
Then vou will one day say with the Psalmist, <* It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted."—-! am, &c« 
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Dear Si a, — Your observl !tons are perfectly just^ 
and Dr Doddridge's remarks are admirably judU 
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cioos ; his alterations are indeed excellent and charm- 
iag. Oh, may they be equally impressive on me as 
I transcribe them, and on all that may hereafter 'read 
them ! Many. most solid and valuable corrections has 
the Doctor already made in my little piece, but, in 
my opinion, these are beyond them all. I cannot but 
wish he had leisure to have went through the whole 
with his improving strokes; but, as the business of 
his academy and ministry is so various, and so im- 
portant, I cadnot prevail with myself So make such a 
request, i will try, and do the best I can to pro- 
ceed on the plan which he has formed, and to follow 
(magna licet interoaUo) the example be has set Be 
so good as to make my most grateful acknowledg- 
ments : Let your tongue speak, for really my pen 
cannot write, how greatly I am obliged to him. I 
will venture to turn, what was used formerly as an 
imprecation, into a wish and a blessing on this occa- 
sion, *< May God do so to him, and more also !" 

"Oh that our writing may be accompanied with 
the blessed Spirit ; ana that the spirit of our writ- 
ings may be operative on our hearts, and apparent 
in our conversation. — Ever yours, &c» 
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MUe^i-lane^ Saturday morning. 

My dear Friend, — If I am tolerably well, I 
will wait upon Dr C on Tuesday morning. 

He has a delicate genius, and I dare say he is an 
excdlent physician. O that his fine parts may be 
grafted into the true olive tree, and bring forth fruit 
unXo God. If Providence permits us to meet, I hope 
to have some evangelical discourse with him* 

Sure you could not go to London without putting 
to your heart some of your own important questions, 
under the heads of sdf-tfKamination. Have you in- 
dulged yourself in needless amusements, needless 
diversions of any kind ? Have you;employed your 
time usefully to yourself or to others ? My dearest 

H 2 
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friend, remember in what book, by whose hands, 
several such like questions are written T I fear ypn 
have not so niuch as spoke one word for Christ 
since you have entered the metropolis, though yoa 
must have had so many opportunities. O whv do 
you thus bury vour sprightly talents in a napkin ? 
Edify your neighbours by your conversation. What 

a loss has Mr and 'Mr » > ., and others^ ctf 

your correspondents, sustained by your foFgetda^ 
or disusing the language of Zion? I have lately 
purchased Lowman's Exposition of the RevehitioD. 
Give me leave to refer you to the fifth verse of the 
second chapter, *< Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and do thy first works." Pray lend 
me Lowman on the Civil Government of the Hebrews^ 
which I hear is a most excellent book, and illustrates 
many obscure passages in the Bible. 

Do you keep a diary as you used to do, a secret 
history of your heart and conduct, and take notice of 
the manner in which your time is spent, and of the 
strain which runs through vour dbcourse? Do you 
minute down your sins of omission as well as of 
commission, and observe the frame of your spirit in 
religious duties ? Do you register your most secret 
faults; those faults to which none but your own con- 
science is privy, none but the all-seeing eye dis- 
cerns ? And do you often reiriew these mteresting 
memoirs ? remembering, at the same time, that for 
aU these things God will one day call you into judg* 
ment. Keeping a diary is the way to know ourteives, 
and of all other preparatives it best disposes ns to 
prayer, and to seek in earnest after that blessed Re- 
deemer who died to save sinners, and through whom 
alone we can ever expect to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Adieu, ray dear friend. God in heaven bless and 
protect you ! I hope to sei^yon ere long; and am^ 
in the mean time^ with true regard, youra feithfiilly 
and affectionately^ &c« 
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LETTER CXII. 

. Westouy Feb. S. 1753. 

Dear Sib, — I am greatly obliged for your re- 
peated favottrs, and troly . sensible of jny obfiffations. 
I have not Acknowledged them so punctttally as I 
ought ; but I hope you will excuse this neglect, and 
ascribe it to the real cause, ill health and weak 
spirits, which cramp my mind, unnerve my hand, 
and n&ake me trespass upon the candour of all my 
correspondents. Why cUd I say hope ? I see you 
do excuse me. Of this your last letter, transmitted 
to Mr Moees Browne, is a clear and pleasing proof, 
which I safely reori^ed, and for which I smcerely 
thank you ; as I bless the God of grace, and the 
God cf wisdom, for giving you so friendly a temper, 
and so discerning a judgment. 

The little piece * which you have so judiciously 
retooched and improved, was not written for public 
view ; but I thou^t, after frequent prayer to God 
for direction, and attending to the workings of his 
Providtnce, it was his will that it should be publish- 
ed. I was sensible of its many defects, but upon 
hia Almighty power I depend for its usefulness : he 
can Ud even a worm thresh the mountains, and make 
his s^ength perfect, illustrious, triumphant, in the 
most ab|ect weakness. Blessed be his holy name, 
that the servants of Jesus Christ, and the advocates 
for bis sacred cause^ have such an arm to rely on. 
If another edition should be required, I will take 
l^ve to enrich my piece with your remarks ; and let 
me b^ of you to faTour me with your opinicm in 
relation to some additions which I have occasionally 
penned. Page 11 1» after line 22, add,*r^But what 
shall we say to a mistakf? in the sacred chronology ; 
a palpable* mistake pointed out by lus lordship, 

• This fittle piece wa% Remariu on Lord Boiingbroke's Letters 
.OR the Hiaory of the Old Teftament^ in a Letter to a Lady of Qua. 
Hty, inserted Vol V. 
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proved to be such by the testimony of profane his- 
tory — Samaria said to be taken by the king of As* 
Syria, twelve yeai*8 after the Assyrian empire was no 
more ? For my own part, I make neither hesitation 
nor scrqple to reply, If Isaiah and Herodotus* 
vary ; if the authors of the Kings, the Chronicles^ 
and several of the prophets, differ from the Greek his<i> 
torians, 1 atn under no difficulty in settling my jadg^ 
ment and taking my side. When profane writers 
agree with the sacred, I admit both accounts ; when 
they disagree, I reject the former, and acquiesce in 
the latter. Nor can I tax myself with any thing un- 
reasonable or arbitrary in this proceeding ; for surely 
those writers who are able to foretell future events, 
must deserve the preference in relating past. Those 
witnesses who dwelt on the spot, and were personally 
concerned in affairs, are more to be relied on than 
those who lived in a distant country, and wrote in a 
distant age. With regard to the case specified by 
my Lord BoHngbroke, I believe the attentive reader 
will find the en^or, not in the sacred chronology, but 
in his lordship's apprehension. The kingdom of 
Assyria was not at that period no more ; but, like 
the Irish or Scotch crown to the English, united to 
the Babylonian ; of which, when the holy writers 
treat, they call it sometimes by one name, and some-* 
times by the other. 

Page 15, after established, insert, ** If Isaiah 
speaks by divine inspiration, when he says of the 
formidable Sennacherib, The Lord of Hosts shall 
stir up a scourge for him, according to the slaughter 
of Midian ; surely that memorable defeat, recorded 
in the book of Judges, must be an undoubted fact. 
Could the Spirit, ^hich is infallible^ give such a 
sancti(Mi to a story which was fictitious ?" When the 
same Isaiah prays in that elevated and ard^it strain, 
" Awake, awake ; put on strength, O arm of the- 

* Herodotus does not dlSer from the prophet Isaiah and the 
Scripture account of the empire of Assyria ; it is Cresias and Justin 
that vary from it. 
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Lord I awake as in ihe ancient days, in the gene* 
rations of old ! Art tboa not it that hath cut Rahab, 
and wounded the dragon ? Art thou not it, which 
hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep ? that 
hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ran- 
somed to pass over ?' can we reasonably imagine, that 
the prophet would plead lying vanities before the 
God of truth ; that he would ground his own and 
his countrymen's faith on a popular romance ; or on 
what my lord cidls, ** a purely human, and there- 
fore fallible^" narrative ? 

Does not the blessed Jesus describe the manner,, 
and illustrate the efficacy of his own death, by the 
serp«at lifted up in the wilderness, and its alUheal* 
iag virtue on the wounded Israelites ? Does not the 
holy apostle enumerate several of the most wonder* 
fid miracles, wrought for the deliverance, the pre- 
servation, the chastisement of Israel, and from these 
oceurrencefr deduce the most important admoni- 
tions, urge the most forcible exhortations? Such 
references, made by such persons, not only suppose, 
but. prove more than bare allusions : they are also 
ratifications; and demonstrate with an evidence, 
clear as the wisdom, firm as the faithfulness of an in- 
carnate God, that the writers of these accounts-have 
neither deceived us nor were deceived themselves. 
Shootd it be said, that these passages are chiefly in 
the Mosakal history, and therefore give no authority^ 
to the other histcvical memoirs ; I would ask, Does 
not St Paul (Rom. ii. S9.) quote a passage from the 
book of Kings ? Does he not build upon the passage 
88 a sure and indubitable truth ? Does he not dignify 
the book with what I may term the incommunicable 
character in writing ; and style it, by way of super-, 
lative eminence, the Scripture? Is it not undeniably 
certain, that the Jewish yontjis, and Timothy among 
tile rest, were instructed in the historical as well as 
the pro"^'»*«'*»' volumes of the Old Testament ?i 
Does '>f judges recommend aP 

vblu' ?st estimation, by pron 
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them holy writings ? Does he not clearly manifiBst 
their divine extract, when he so nobly displays their 
divine effects; they " are able to make thee wise to 
salvation, through faith which is in Jesus Christ ?' 
What then shall we think of Lord Bolingbroke^s de- 
claration, which I couid not read without grie^ and 
cannot transcribe without horror : << The Bible hi»> 
tory appears to every one, who reads it without pre- 
possession, > and with attention, to be nothing more 
than a compilation of old traditions, and an abridgi- 
ment of old record^*" In short, my lady, the doc- 
trinal and historical parts are indissolubly, &c. 

Page 30, line 18, after the word << vigilance f and 
instead of the eightfoUowing lines, insert, The nomber 
of whose verses, especially in the Pentateuch, was com- 
puted ; and the arrangement of the very letters, for 
the space of many centuries, known ; whether, before 
the coming of Christ, the spirit of prophecy, wbieh 
confessedly existed in the Jewish church, was not suf- 
ficient to prevent, or else sure to detect, any oorrupt 
innovations ; whether,.after the coming of Christ, the 
jealous eye which the Jews and Christians had on 
each other, was not an insurmountable bar against 
any material alterations. 

Page 21, line 3, after •< composition," add» 
«< Though we should rescue our sacred books from 
the imputation of spurious additions, this will not, 
with my lord at least, either establish or retrieve 
their character.'* They contain, he says, a very im- 
perfect account of the Israelites themsdves, of their 
settlements in the land of Canaan, of which, by tke 
way, they never had entire, and scarce ever peaceable 
]X)6se8sion. The sacred narrative is a summary ac- 
count of the Jewish afiairs ; but is it therefore to be 
censored as an imperfect account. It is an epitome^ 
rather than a complete history ; but has it not all the 
qualities of a perfect epitome ? Those particular 
nets are selected which have a more especial refer* 
ence to the interests of religion and the kingdon^ 
of the Messifihj in which the Divine Providence is 
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most eminentlj contpicooiUt and from which man- 
kind may be .most efieotiiallj edified. Instead of 
finding fault with the writers for not bdng co{5iou8^ 
when their professed aim was to be coDcise» a true 
critic would rather admire the felicity of their narra- 
tion; which, thoogh a foreign history of the re- 
motest antiquity, relating to a peopie of the most 
singular manners and peculiar customs, expressed in 
an absolute, dead language, and comprised in the 
shortest compass, is nevertheless so clear, so intel*- 
ligible, and so very satisfactory. 

But they contain a very imperfect account of the 
Israelitish settlement in Canaan. Is it possible for » 
person who has read the book of Joshua to advance 
such a position ? Was ever any thing of the kind 
described more minutely or with greater accuracy ? 
Here we have the general distribution of the ]and» 
and the extent of each partkular allotment. The 
borders of the several divisions are marked out as 
With a line, and the cities in the several cantons me»^ 
tioned by name. In short, this whole transacdon is 
so cireuBWtantially displayed, that some readers, 
arreeing with my lord in their disalTeetion to the 
Kbie, but diametrically opposite in their taste of 
literature, have thought it particularised even to 
tediousness. However, this particulari^ of descrip- 
tion was hiffhly expedient, not only to supersede any 
such objection as his lordship has raised, but also 
to ascertain, by an unalterable standard, the boun- 
daries of the tribes; to prevent any encroachments 
upon the inheritance of each other ; and to demon- 
strate the wonderful agreement between the ancient 
prediction of Jacobs the more recent prophecy of 
Moses, and the situation, the limits^ the produoe, of 
the territories respeotiiiely assigned to the patriarchal 
fiuniHes. Jacob foretold,, that Zebulon should dwell 
at the haven of the sea, whose portion actually lay 
on either side of the sea of Galilee, and extended to 
tlio Mediterraneaiu Moses fere<x>ld, that the Xxird 
sf^ould dwell between Benjamin's slioulders» or t^ 
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temple be plaeed at the extremity of his borders^.. 
But J would refer my reader to Qen. xlix. and Deat« 
xxxiil. ill which chapters, compared with the dis- 
tinguishing chxumstances of the 8eyet*al tribes, he 
will discern a most surprising spirit of prophecy^ 
planning out with precision what was afterwards- 
determined by lot, and foreshewing with exactness' 
what was not come into existence. 

The Israelites, it is added, never had entire, and 
scarce ever peaceable possession of the land. This,^ 
my lord imagines, must imply an inconsistency be- 
tween the divine promise and the issue of things ; 
therefore, to animadveit upon it, he digresses fron^ 
his subject. But how will his lordship's animad- 
version comport with the testimony of Joshua ? Just 
as well as light consists witib darkness. The Lord 
gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give 
antb their fathers ; and they possessed it, and dwelt 
therein. And the Lord gave them rest round about, 
aeeorcUng to all that he sware unto their fathers ;.- 
Joshua xxi. 43, 44* Is it not demonstrable, from 
Joshua's topographical draught of the country, and. 
from the habitations allotted to the several tribes, 
that they possessed the bulk of the land ? What 
little remained in the occupatioh of the Canaanites,. 
bore no more proportion .to the heritage of Israel, 
than the addition of a fringe, or the insertion of a 
loop, bears to the whole dimensions of the garment. 
That they possessed all this, and that they possessed 
no more, were circumstances equally consonant to 
the prophetic declarations of Scripture. The one a 
punctual, execution of the minatory; the other aa 
evident accomplishment of the promissory. He that 
said to their pious progenitor, <« Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where thou art, north* 
ward, and southward, and east^^rd, and westward ; 
for all the land which tbon seest, to. thee wtU I give 
it, and to thy seed for evar,'' Gen^xiii* 14, 15. ; -for 
ever, is evidently promised on oondition of their 
obedienpe; whereas, in caseof disobedienoe^Uie very: 
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reverse is threatened, Deat iv. 25, 26* ; the same said 
unto their degenerate offspring, <* Else if j^e do in any 
wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these 
nations, even these that remain amonff yon ; know 
for a certainty, that the Lord your God will no more 
drive out any of these nations from before you," 
Joshua xxiii. 12, 13* My k>rd must forget this last 
particular, or neglect to compare it with the pre** 
ceding; otherwise he would have seen, in these pro- 
phecies and their corresponding events, a signal ma^ 
nifestation of God Almighty's goodness, justice, and 
faithfulness : goodness in giving what he gave ; jus- 
tice^ in withholding what he withheld ; and faithfuU 
ness, in both dispensations. 

As for peaceabie possession, we have already heard 
the witness of Joshua ; a very sufficient witness, one 
would presume, as he was ffeneralissimo of the Jew- 
ish forces, and superintendent-general of the affair. 
However, let us search the records of the nation: 
here we meet with long periods of peace, under the 
government of their first illustrious commander, and 
under the subsequent administration of their judges ; 
" The land had rest from war," Joshua xiv. 15. 
<< The -land bad rest forty years," Judges iit. 11. 
<< The land had rest eigh^ years," Judges iii. 30* 
We find the same face of public repose in the reigna 
of David and Solomon, Asa and Jehoshaphat; and 
not of one only, but of every righteous and religions 
king ; or, if peace departed for a season, victory sup^ 
plied its place, and success crowned their arms. The^ 
blessing of national tranquillity was never promised 
to 'the Israelites absolutely, but upon condition of 
fidelity to their almighty Sovereign. Whenever they 
were entitled to it, by virtue of this promise, and 
their corresponding obedience, they never failed to 
enjoy it. Whenever they forfeited their title, eitbes 
by revolting to idolatry, or confiding in idolaters^ 
they were constantly punished with intestine com-« 
motions or foreign invasion. What shall we infec 
from hence? a conclusion any way prejudicial U 
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the sacred annals? No; but greatly to their glory. 
From hence it appears, that they are indeeq the 
annals of heaven : A register, not merely of political 
conduct, but of divine dispensations : The awful and 
important memoirs of a real Theocracy, in which, 
according to the . emphatical language of Isaiah, 
'< the Lord was their Judge, the Lord was their 
Lawgiver, the Lord was their Elinff*" 

But these facts, my lord Complains, are related io 
a confused manner. To which I can answer, We 
have each reign in the proper order of time* The 
parentage of the sovereign is specified, and his ge^ 
neral character given. We are informed at what 
age he ascended the throne, and how long he swayed 
the sceptre ; who were the eminent persons, and what 
the remarkable incidents, which distinguished bis 
government ; how he died, and where he was bnried. 
Is this confusion ? where then shall we look ka re- 
gular arrangement ? Perhaps his lordship means the 
interchangeable narration of occurrences in the king* 
ilom of Judah and the kingdom of Israel. This, 
I own, is observed in the latter parts of the sacred 
history. But this can no more be called confusion, 
than the disposition or varying colours in some beau* 
tiful piece of mosaic can be called irregularity. It 
is rather a fine contrast, or that pleasing diversifica- 
tion in the series of historical writing, which my 
lord's poetical friend so justly admires in the deco* 
rations of a rural seat :— 

Here order in Toriety yoa see. 

Where aU things differ, end yet all agree.— Pora. 

Page 61, to line 19, suppose I subjoin the follow- 
ing note : << Joshua and Samuel wroi^ght miracles : 
Isaiah and Jeremiah foretold future events. . Though 
it is not absolutely certain that all the sacred histo- 
rians were prophets, yet it is highly probable, from 
1 Chron. xxix. 29* This, however, is unquestion^ 
able^ that their writings were reviewed and approved 
by men of pfophetical gifts ; and the approbation 
of such judges must give a sanction, little inferior to 
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tbe authority which their own compotitiont would 
claim." 

Page 71, at the top of tbe page> add. My lord 
tella us, >< That the Scripture history contains an ac*- 
cQuni of tbe diyisions and apostasies^ the repentances 
and relapses* triumphs and defeats of the Israelites, • 
under the occasional ^ovemment of their judges,, and 
under that of their kings, and of the Galilean and 
Samaritan captivity." Whether this is mentioned by 
way of derogatiooy let tbe judicious reader determixie. 
I would beg leave to observe, that these occorrences, 
related in the scriptural manner, with a continual 
regard to the superintending baud of Providence, are 
some of the most weighty and interesting materiala 
that can ^^rich the historical page. None so well 
circulated to, teach nations* to adpionish kings, and 
improve posterity. His lordship might have said, 
with the utmost veracity ; and, I think, in common 
justice be ought to have said, They contained also 
tbe most unparaljdkd instances of national success 
and perscmal achievements ; the niost beautiful and 
affecting pictures of virtue, delineated through all 
its branches, in a multiplicity of living characters ; 
than which nothing can be better accommodated to 
excite the attention, and charm the imagination ; to 
touch the heart, and impress the passions ; to inflame 
them with the love^ and monld them into the image 
of universal holiness. 

Here we behold a pec^le always destitute of ca« 
valry, the main strength of the battle ; yet always a 
match, and more than a match, for their most power- 
ful adversaries, so long as they maintained a dutiful 
reliance on their God : A people, who le^ their 
frontiers naked and defenceless at three stated so* 
lemnities in every year; yet never were invaded at 
this critical juncture by their most vigilant en^ 
mies, so long as they persisted in obedience to their 
almighty Protector : A people, whose very land, as 
well as its inhabitants, was wonderfol^^both the 
scene and the subject of miracles ; for, after five years 
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ttttintermitted tillage, (which one would imagine 
should have exhausted its prolific powers), itjielded 
constantly a double increase, in order to supply the 
demands of the succeeding year; when, .by the Di- 
vine appointment, all was to lie fallow and unculti- 
•vated. Here we behold men of such singular and 
exalted piety, that they walked with God, aad were 
translated into the realms of glory without passing 
through the gates of death : Men of such undaunted 
courage^ that they have rebuked princes, confronted 
angry monarchs, and smiled at the severest menaces 
of a tyrant, whose bare frown has made the world to 
tremble: Men of such heroic abilities, that one of 
them has slain hundreds; another of them has put 
his thousands to flight ; and both by the most con*' 
temptibie weapons; a third, without any weapon, 
has given chase to the roaring lion, and the raging 
bear; and rent them to pieces, or smitten them to 
the earth : Men, that have been empowered to shut 
or open the sluices of the sky ; hav^ commanded the 
ground to- expand her horrid jaws, and swallow up 
the living ; or bid the grave unlock her adamantine 
doors,^ and restore the dead; Men, who have walked' 
amidst the burning fiery furnace, as composed in* 
their spirits, and as secure in their persons, as if they 
had been taking the air in some calm, seauestered, 
shady bower. In a word, here is a detail of suck 
marvellous things, as no eye hath seen performed in 
any other nation under heaven ; no ear has heard re- 
lated by any other annalist or biographer whatever ; 
and, though they are the very sanctity of truth, yet 
such as never entered into the imagination, even of 
romance itself, to conceive, " Ask now of the days 
that are past, which were before thee, since the day 
that God created man upon the earth ; and ^sk from' 
one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath 
been any such thing as these great things are, or 
hath been heard like them,'' Dent. iv. 32. This, 
though spoken of the miracles wrought in ^Egypt, 
and the wonders manifested in the wUdemess, ia 
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ftpplicable to almost the whole tenor of the scriptu** 
ral history, ^y remarks, &c. 

Tour opinion with relation to the preceding para- 
graphs will be received as a favour, and attended, I 
hope, with a biasing. I find I am blamed for ani- 
madverting on his lordship's style, (page 36.) for 
not giving his lordship the title of Noble^ not Ureat- 
ing him with a respect due to his dignity. I have 
trespassed, it is farther alleged, against the orules df 
candour and benevolence, page 33, 34, and page 86. 
I know you have a large share of patience; may the 
Lord Jesus (of whose fulness his saints receive even 
grace for grace) myltiply upon you, both this, and 
«very other fruit of the Spirit i Pray, what do you 
apprehend to be the precise meaning of St Paul's ex.* 
prestiion, Rom. i. 1 7. ^ From faith to faith," as it is 
■translated ? 

I should be much obliged if you would let me 
know, what are some of the most valuable books 
which you have met with on various subjects of im- 
portance? what little treatise is most proper to put 
into the hands of illiterate people? what are some of 
the most judicious and improving compositions in bio- 
graphy ? what the most sound and weighty author^ 
that might be recommended to a young student in 
^livinity ? You see I am always in the begging strain ; 
the language of my letters is like the horse-leech's 
two daughters, Give I give I All I can do by way of 
return is, to beseech the King immortal^ invisible, 
the only wise God, to give you all qHritual blessings 
in heavenly things. To do this, with all the ability 
which God shall bestow, will be as truly pleasing to, 
;as it is justly due from, dear sir, your much obliged* 
and very affectionate friend. 



LETTER CXIII. 

Wesion-Favelly May 19. 1753. 
Dear Sib, — I have lately been somewhat busied 
in preparing. a sermon to be preached before the 
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<^rgy9 at oar archdeacon's visitation; and to my weak 
nerves and languid spirits a little buiiness is a toil. 
A commentator, with whom I wish ;\^ou may long be 
unacquainted, has tanght me the meaning of Solo^ 
mon*fl description, << Hie grasshopper shall be a 
burden." 

This, I hope^ will apologize for my delay in an<^ 
«wering more fully yoor last very obliging favour. 
More fully, I say^ because, in a former letter, I ac- 
knowledged the receipt of a parcel with your remarics. 
Let me once more, dear sir, return my sincerest thanks 
for tlu>8e judtetous and delicate observations. They 
are so valuable, that I cannot but be very desirous to 
iiave the other parts of my proposed work undergo 
the same scrutmy, and receive a polish from the same 
hand. If this kind office win not too much interrupt 
your own studies, give me a permission to send ano- 
ther packet; and withal a direction, bow I shall 
transmit it to yoo most expeditiously. 

You will easily perceive^ from several faints, per- 
haps from the whole tenor of my writings, that your 
new {Hend is what- people would call a moderate 
•Calvinist. Yoor sentiments, in some partiealan, 
may differ from mine. Freely object wherever this 
is the case : I assure you I can bear, I shall delight, 
to have my notions sifted ; nor am i so attached to 
any fitvoorite scheme but I can readily relinquish it, 
when Scripture and reason convince rae it is wrong. 
When I see wise and learned men forming opinions 
difisrent from mine, I hope it will make me oMBdent 
of my own judgment ; teach me ^< not to lean to my 
own undefBtanding;'^ and prompt me to apply more 
earnestly for that blessed Spirit, whose office it is 
«( to lead into all truth." 

I shall be glad to hear that the work you have in 
hand is going on with expedition* What a privilege 
will it be, and what a distinguishing favour, if the 
great eternal God vouchsafes to make use of our pens 
to bring any giory to bis name, or impart any spiri- 
tual good to his people! To no occasion is the wise 
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man's exhortation more applicable : ** Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy miffht; for 
there is no work, nor device^ nor knowleoge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goesU'' I have a 
treatise entitled, Dr Hildrop's Husbandman's Spiri* 
tual Companion ; but never read a psge in it, nor 
ever heard a character of it« 1 have a discourse upon 
the same subject amongst the writings of Mr Flavel : 
it is a long time since I saw it, and then I only 
dipped into it, so that I cannot pretend to give a 
character of it ; only I think, in general, that Flavel 
abounds with fine sentiments, exalted piety ; -and his 
language, for the most part, is expressive and beaii- 
ti&L 

Possibly you will wonder that I should have had 
the treatise you inquire after so l(»ig, and not have 
perused a single paw of the book ; and you justly 
mi^t, in case I had bought it : But it came* to me 
by inheritaiiGe. My study is composed of the books 
that were collected by my father and grandfather; 
among which there aremnltitudes that I shall con* 
tinue a stranger to as long as I live^ though they 
stand 1^ my ri^t hand and my left every day. I 
want to be better acquainted with God's holy word ; 
to have its inestimable truths lodged in my memory, 
its heavenly doctrines impressed upon my heart; 
that my tempers may take their fashion from it, 
that my private conversation may be seasoned with 
it, and my public ministrations enriched by it. Thus, 
dear sir, may the word of Christ dwell in us richly t 

Will yoo give me leave to lay before you a plan of 
the work? (part of which has already received, and 
the remainder humbly requests your improving 
tonches) : vix.. Sincere obedience not su£Bcient for 
our justification* The design of God's law, to con«- 
vince c^ sin, and bring to Christ Some farther objec- 
tions urged and answered :* the whole summed up. 
Our friends part, but agree to correspond. Theron, 
more attentively observing his heart and Hie, is con-^ 
vBiced of his guilty state ; and begins to see the ne- 

* See page 193. 
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cessity of a better rigbteoiMness than his own ; desires 
to see what can be alleged in support of the imputa- 
tion of Christ's righteousness. This occasions some 
letters from Aspasio, wherein the point is proved from 
the Articles and Homilies of our Church ; from the 
writings of our most eminent divines; from the Old 
and New Testament. The excellency of this righte- 
ousness displayed) both from its matchless perfection 
and the dignity of the Author. A letter or two from 
Theron, by way of parrying on the epistolary inter- 
course, relating to the wonders of creation, as they 
appear both in the sea and on the land ; chiefly cal- 
culated to manifest the goodness of the Creator, not 
without a view to the main subject. The influence 
of this righteousness on moral virtue and evangelical 
holiness. Our friends brought together again. The- 
ron,, under discouraging apprehensions. The free- 
ness of grace, and of the gift of righteousness. Dis- 
course on faith, by which we are united to Christ, 
and interested in his righteousness. The noble, 
beneficial, and delightful use to be made of this doc- 
trine. Theron rebpses into sins of infirmity; his 
faith shaken ; supports proper for such a state. 
Sanctification ; its nature, its principles, its progress. 
Aspasio seized with a sudden and fatal illness ; his 
sentiments and behaviour in his last moments. 

These^ dear sir, are the stamina of my intended 
piece. Oh that he, who educes so many millions 
of elegant leaves, lovely flowers, and gracefiil plants^ 
from the seeds of spring, may enable this enteebled 
hand to dilate^ fill up, and finish the whole ! 

As soon as I conclude t|iis epistle, I write to a 
very ingenious friend of yours ; with whom, several 
years ago, I had begun to form an acquaintance; 
but my dq>arture from Oxford, and other accidents, 
interrupted the intercourse for several years; and 
I was informed, to my unfeigned sorrow, that Mr 
— -^~ was dead. But a letter lately received from 
him most agreeably undeceived me, and brought a 
\jery welcome overture for a renewal of our correfr^ 
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pondence. God Alm^hty gnmt, that all our social 
eosiBianication may be a happy means, not only of 
cherishing our affection, and refining our taste, bat 
also of quick^ng our love to the blessed Jesus, and 
animating our 2eai for liis sacred interests ; or, as the 
apostle expresses my wish, with an energy which no 
language but his own can reach, that they may be 

subservient and effectual «« ;ra^«{tw^» m^^man^ nm xmXstt 

One OP two articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my plan. But this* will direct where they are to be 
introduced. << The corruption of oar nature demon- 
strated, first from Scripture, then from experience. 
Between which, to relieve or entertain the reader, is 
inserted a dialogue on the admirable formation and 
economy of the human body." The visitation ser« 
mon I mentioned in the beginning, though perfectly 
plain and artless, is in the press. It will wait upon 
you in the next parcel, as soon as I have the favour 
of your answer. It is printed for the relief of a poor 
afflicted child, as a short advertisement will infbrm 
the world. The person to whose management it is 
consigned, informs me, that he has given orders for 
an impression of two thousand, besides a hundred 
and fifty which I have bespoke for myself. Would 
this circumstance recommend it to your beneficent 
and worthy friend Dr — — ? I may now no longer 
look upon it as a discourse delivered by me, but as 
an agent for the miserable, and an advocate for the 
distressed. I should therefore be very glad, and much 
obliged, if he would {in case he approves the per- 
f€»rmance) purchase some of them iii order to give 
away. Of this he may be assured, that by every one 
of which he shall so dispose, he will do a real act of 
charity to a diseased and crippled youth; and I shall 
not cease to pray, that the God of infinite goodness 
may acccHftpany the piecef with bis divine ulessing, 

• Seepage 191. 

f His sermon, entitled, " The Cross of Christ the Christian's 
Glory/* inserted Vol. V, 

VOL. VI. L 
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and make the gift an act of spiritual diarity to tbe 
reader's souL Bejdeased to present my most re- 
spectful compliments to theDoctor; and give me leave 
to expect) not a line, but a sheet filled with your 
thoughts. Then I shall promise myself one thirig 
more, that voa will, in die speed of your favour, as 
well as in the worth of its contents, exceed, greatly 
exceed, dear sir, your truly affectionate, and very 
much obliged friend, &c. 
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WesUm-Favellf Aug. 18. 1753* 
D£AR Sir, — I have now procured some franks ; 
and lest the want of this vehicle should retard the 
delight and improvement which I always receive 
from your correspondence, 1 take leave to enclose 
one. It is for your use^ but my benefit* 

I received the parcel^ and owe you my thanks for 
tbe present. I wonder that you should be backward 

to gratify Mr • Certainly you have truth on 

your side. The arguments are nervous and conclu- 
sive, clearly and (for the most part) concisely stated, 
urged with propriety and a becoming warmth ; yet 
without any of that ^< wrath of man which worketh 
not the righteousness of God," but rather (for I 
apprehend there is a ftmf^H in the expression) ob« 
structs its advance, both in ourselves and others. If 
I was in your case^ I would let my arrow fly as far 
as Providence is pleased to carry it ; and I beseech 
the blessed God to prosper it, that it may give a 
mortal blow to error, and co-operate with his own 
holy wojrd in being profitable w^ lAn^;^'- Now I 
mention Mr -~, pray let me desire you to ask« 
when you write to him again^ whether he received, 
some months ago, a letter from me. If it miscarried, 
I shall with pleasure supply its place withi another ; 
for though I have now but very few correspondents, 
and my enfeebled constitution will allow me to write 
but few letters, I shall strive hard to keep up an in- 
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tercoiirse wkli those gentlemen from ^om I expect 
to have my taste refined, or my miitd improved. And 
among that number I reckon Mr ■- 

I shall sincerely rejoice to hear that your eye is 
atrengthenedy and your health confirmed. How 
valuaole are these Uteaings ! especially to those who 
employ them for the honour, and devote them to the 
service of Christ^ I wish yon had taken minutes of 
what you saw most remarkable in your tour through 
Westmoreland and Cumberland. A description of 
those counties would be very acceptable to us, who 
inhabit a more regular and better cultivated spot* 
Described in your language^ and embeilisfaed with 
your imaginatiooy such an account might be highly 
pleasing to all ; and grafted with religious improve* 
ments, ' might be equally edifying. Such kind of 
writings suit the present taste. We do not love close 
thinking. That is most likely to win our approba- 
tion which extenuates the fancy, without fatiguing 
the attention. Since this is the disposition of the 
age, let us endeavour to catch men by guile, turn 
even a foible to their advantage, and bait the gospel* 
hook agreeably to the prevailing taste. In this sense, 
«< become all uiingsto alt men.'' 

Permit me to ask. Whether you have yet seen 
Witsius de (Economia Foederum ? I wish, for my own 
sake, that you was somewhat acquainted with this 
author; because, if you should be inclined to know 
the reason and foundation of my sentiments on any 
particular point, Witsius might be my spokesman ; 
he would declare my mind better than I could 
myself. 

Conversing some time ago with a verv ingenious 
gentleman, he made an observation which 1 think is 
new and curious ; I should be glad of your opinion, 
whether you think it rational and. solid. It was 
upon these words, Bt^^rrt^ttf 2t^xx^9 wttfiota? n x**^** Heb. 
Vi. 2. This passage is generally supposed, especially 
by the writers of the established church, to denote 
the sacrament of baptism, and the rite of confirma- 
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tioo. With regard to the latter, my friend qaeried. 
Whether the practice of confirmation can be allowed 
to constitute one of the fundamentals (^^sAm) of 
Christianity ? With regard to the former, can it be 
shewn^ that the apotttle, in any other place, calls the 
ordinance of baptism ^Trtc-fut^ in the plural number ? 
May not then the clause more properly re&r to two 
eminent Jewish usages ; the various purifications 
made by washings, and the imposition of hands on 
the peculiar victims? The one of which represented 
a purity of heart and life; the other was expressive 
of a translation of punishment from the offerer to 
his sacrifice. Then we have signified, in language 
familiar to the Hel^rews, and by images with which 
they were perfectly acquainted, the sanctification of 
the Spirit, and the substitution of Christ in our 
stead. What seems to corroborate this conjecture 
is, the vast importance of these two articles. They 
are the two grand distinguishing peculiarities of the 
Christian scheme: without them, every treatise upon 
fundamentals must be extremely defective. 

I am much pleased with your remark on a certain 
learned ' . The heart aurely should be engaged 
in the preacher's office, as well as the head. 

Are pasaoos then the Figigaos of the soul ? 
Reason alone baptized, alone ordain*d, 
To touch things sacred ? 

The great apostle was fervent in spirit^ as well as 
cogent in arguing. He beseeches, conjures,- and 
charges his people. He adds prayers to his entrea- 
ties, and tears to his prayers. When he reasons, 
conviction shines; when he exhorts, pathos glows. 
May your discourses, dear sir, be strong with the 
one, warm with the other, and by both be happily 
instrumental ^< to turn sinners from darkness unto 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins," Acts xxvi. 18. 
We havfr very wet unkindly weather for the harvest. 
May it teach us all to see our dependence on that 
Divine h^nd, which giveth rain from heaven and 
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fruitful seasons. INfay it stir us up to long more 
ardently for that inheritance which is incorruptible, 
as well as nndefiled ; whose character is perfection, 
and whose duration is eternity. Into this, dear sir, 
may you, and many of your hearers, many of your 
readers, in due time, have an abundant entrance! 
and there find, as a monument o( mercy, and a' 
trophy of redeeming grace, your truly affectionate 
friend, &c. 
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Weston, Oct. 2S, 1753. 

And must I resume my correspondences? Does 
my dear Mr ■ join with several other friends, to 
render me inexcusably rude, if I neglect writing any 
longer ? Then, with the ' divine assistance, i wilt 
again take up my pen, though ah incessant series of 
infirmities has wore it to the very stumps ; for which 
reason I had thrown it aside, with an intention to 
continue silent and inactive, as a dead man out of 
mind. 

To make some reparation £>r my past n^ligence, 
I acknowledge your late favour without any delay. 
Yesterday I received it, and to«day I answer it; 
even though I might justly plead weariness as an 
excuse for a dilatory conduct. I have this after- 
noon been preaching to a crowded audience. The 
Lord Jesus Christ grant it may be an edified one ! 
You would be surprised, and I believe every body 
wonders, that 1 am able to officiate for myself. I 
am so weak, that I can hardly walk to the end of 
my parish, though a small one; and so tender, 
that I dare not visit my poor neighbours, for fear 
of catching cold in their bleak houses; yet I am 
enabled on the Lord's day to catechize, and expound 
to my children in the morning, and to preach in 
the afternoon. And every Wednesday evening, 
bay-time and harvest only excepted, I read prayers, 
and give them a lecture^sermon in Weston church. 
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This is the LordV doing, or, as your favourite book 
expresses it, this is owing to *' the good band of my. 
God upon me." Join with me, my dear friend, ia 
adoring his grace, and pray, that if my life is spared^ 
my capacity for his service may be prolonged; that, 
tX it be his blessed will, the day which puts an end 
to the one may put a period to the other. 

I thank you for your news from the west. I 
assure you it is highly pleasing to hear, especially 
concerning the prosperity of my old acquaintance. 
I often think of them, and with deep regret for my 
unprofitabkness among them. Blessed oe God for 
ever and ever, that both they and I may have a bet- 
ter righteousness than our own. May we all grow 
in grace, and •ere long meet in glory I 

You need not douot but it is a pleasure to my 
heart to remember, in my best moments, that valu- 
able and valued friend, with whom I have frequently 
taken sweet counsel on earth, and with whom I shall 
qmckly be admitted in to the heaven of heavens ; there 
to behold the glory, the inooncdvabie and eternal 
glory of him who loved us both, and has washed as 
from our sins in his own blood. 

God has been pleased to pity the poor youth for 
whose relief the vkitation»sermon I preached at 
Northampton was printed. Through his good Pro- 
vidence, an edition of twx> thousand is di^K>sed of; 
besides a supernumerary provision of two hundred, 
destined to the use of my parishes. Niay, the manager 
for the distressed object is venturing upon anodier 
edition* See, dear sir, if God will bless, who can bllast ? 
If he will further, what can obstruct ? A feather, a 
straw, if he pleases to cc^nmand^ shall be a polished 
shaft in his quiver^ Trust not therefore in eloquence 
or argument, in depth of thought or beauty of style, 
both which are confessedly wanting in the present 
case ; but " trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 

I am surprised that any attendant on the of 

' ■ ' " should inquire after my sermon, unless it was 
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to criticiae^ censure^ and expose ; because there was 
reaiiy gi'ven too imdi occasion, both to his — 
and all his fri^ids, to resent what some time ago I 
seemed to have done. In- the midst of the contro* 
Tersy between the ■ ■■ ■ and — — ^ there was pat 

into the Joarnal a paragraph from a letter of 

mine, consisting of a pretty high encomium on 
Mr ■ . As though I should, unchallenged and 

nnprovpkedy step forth to ccmfront your ; or 

should think to bear down a objections by my 

single authority. This was also inserted in the most 
offensive mauner ; not as an extract from a private 
epistle, without the consent or knowledge of the 
writer, but introduced as my own act, and sub* 
scribed with my own name. 

I have found no reason to retract one jot or tittle 
of what was said. And God forbid that I should 
be ashamed of that incomparable minister of Jesus 
Christ; than whom I know no man on earth who 
bas more of ihe-amiable and heavenly spirit of Christ. 
Nor do I remember to have met with, in all my read* 
ii^, a person, since the days of mirade and inspira* 
tk^n, so oninently zealous, or so extensively useful. 
Ycft to obtrude his character on the public, at such 
a time, and with such xircumstances, had such an 
air of officiousqess, self-conceit, and arrogance, as 
must necessaiily disgust others, and is what I would 
absolutely disavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a well* 
meaning and most pious man ; but, in this particu- 
lar, very injudicious. It is much to be desired that 
religious persons may have wisdom with their zeal ; 
eyes in their wings, that, as far as is consistent with 
the exercise of integrity, and the discharge of duty, 
we may give no offence, neither to the Jew nor to 
the Gredi:, nor to the church of God. 

Accept my sincerest thanks for your promoting 
the spread of my sermon ; and continue your prayers 
for its enfeebled author, that if the most high God 
vouchsafes to employ him in any oliier work for the 



honour of his (kar Son, he may be emibled t» find 
oat accq)table words) and that which is written may 
be words of truth«. My affectionate compliments 

wait upon Mrs ■• May you and yours dwell un* 

der the defence of the Most High, and abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty ! I am» dear sir, most 
cordially and inviolably yours, &c. 
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Weston^ May 5. 1754. 
Dear Sir, — Somb time ago, Mr Mos^ Browne 
was so kind as to transmit to .me three of your let- 
ters» which gave me both pain and pleasure. Pain« 
to think how I had neglected to cultivate so< valuable 
a correspondent ; pleasure and improvement from the 
perusal of your truly judicious remarks on Mr Ken<^ 
nicott's performance, and Mr Goodby's . attempt. 
The latter, I am afraid, is not sensible of the great 
importance, and no small difficulty, of writing a pro- 
per comment on the whole Bible. To exfdain and 
illustrate, with any tolerable justice, a book so very 
sublime, so vastly comprehensive, surely should be 
the work, not of a few months or years, but of his 
whole life, were his abilities ever so distinguished. 
I should be extremely sorry to see that glorious, gift 
of heaven come abroad into the world, with such a 
collection of remarks as might be more likely to de- 
preciate than minister to its universal acceptance. 

Vou are pleased to mention my intended work, 
and to offer your kind assistance ; an offer which, I 
assure you, I highly value : I desire nothing so much 
as to have the same impaiHiiality of criticism exercised 
upon my manuscript, as you have bestowed upon 
the aforementioned writings. When my piece has 
been enriched by your corrections, and if It receives 
your imprimatur, it shall go to the press without 
delay, as there is a likelihood of a large demand foi 
the work both at home and abroad. This consider* 
ation makes me timorous and diffident, . especially at 
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my incessant infirmities and unconquerable languors 
render me sadly unfit for the support of so weighty 
and so grand a cause. If it was not for such a 
declaration in the word of truth and life as this, 
** Not by mighti ndr by strength, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord/' I should totally despair of any 
success. Excuse, dear sir, this hasty scribble; 
strengthen the feeblest of all hands engaged in the 
jdivirie Jesus*s service ; and pity a man whose head 
aches while he writes to you, and heart almost fails 
when he writes for the public ,' but is, amidst all his 
weaknesses, your very sincere and much obliged 
friend, &c. 
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-*» Westan-FavelU May 20. 1 754. 

My deab Friend, — Your letter was good news 
froni a far country, and made doubly welcome by a 
long preceding silence, and by the valuable hand 
that brought it. 

Mr gave me his company one afternoon. 

We talked of Christ Jesus and his beloved minister 

at • O that our conversation may be edif)ring, 

and build us mutually up in our most holy faith ! He 
was so obliging as to present me with the picture of 
. the late worthy Doctor. I hope, when I view it, I 
shall be reminded of the inscription of Sennacherib's 
statue ; £f i^i r<$ •^um iwtfim ff«v :* or rather, that it 
will address me with the apostle's admonition, << Be 
ye not slothful, but followers of them who, through 
faith and patience, inherit the promises." 

Mr has likewise transmitted to me seven of 

your sermons, six on common, one on superfine 
paper. For the latter I sincerely thank you; for 
th^ former, I desire you will give me leave to pay 
you. I propose to gratify and oblige my friends 
with them ; and it seems utterly unreasonable that 
1 should be generous at your expense. I admire 

* Whoef er looks upon me, let him worship God. 
• I 2 
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and appTaad your noble reHance on God and hi& 
providence; and were you a single man, I woald 
not offer to interpose' a prudential hint. But per- 
haps the other amiable parts of yourself may not 
have the same steady and triumphant faith. For 
their sakes, therefore, it may be advisable to take the 
ant for a pattern, and lay up something against a 
rainy d^y.^ 

I heartily wish that good Rrovidence on which jou 
depend, may spread your piece and prosper it in the 
world. Sure you should suffer it to be advertised in 
some of the principal newspapers. I dare say you 
desire, you covet, you are ambitious to do good, and 
be extensively useful. As this then is a commodious 
open door, let not my friend's modesty or self-diffi- 
dence shut it. 

I have no desire to reconcile you, dear sir, to sys- 
tems, human systems, of religion ; I. know other 
, devout and godly persons that dislike them. They 
have been serviceable to my soul ; and whenever I^ 
read them, I think they are blessed to my improve- 
ment and comfort ; only let us all concur in prizing 
the blessed book of God. May we enter into its 
treasures more and more, and shed abroad the sweet 
savour of its doctrine in every place ! Above all, my 

dear Mr , may we never cease to testify of him 

who is the Alpha and Omega of the Scripture, and 
the soul and centre of the whole Christian religion ; 
who is, by infinite degrees, the most grand and 
amiable representative of the eternal Godhead to 
the church ; and the only source of pardon and ac- 
ceptance, of wisdom and goodness, of grace and 
glory to the believer. 

I rejoice to find, that you take in good part my 
very free remarks, and very feeble attempts to criti- 
cize. Indeed, 1 did not doubt but you would. I 
send two or three manuscripts, and beg of you to 
exercise the same frankness of adn>onition, and the 
same impartiality of censure upon them. My book- 
seller tells me it cannot be comprised in less than 
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three Thames. I have always had an aversion to so 
difiusive a work. Many will not have ability to pur- 
chase them ; many not have leisurie to read them ; 
and to some, I fear, the very sight of three volumes 
woold be like loads of meat to a sickly or squeamish 
stoknach. Yet I cannot contract the work, and re- 
duce k to the size of two, without omitting those 
parts which are intended to entertain the reader, 
keep him in good humour, and allure or bribe him 
to CO on. What would you advise ? 

I have not seen Lord ^'s works* And since 

their character is so forbidding, their tendency so 
hnrtAil, I shall not attempt to see them. I do not 
question but the great Physician will provide an an- 
tidote for this poiscHi, and the almighty Head of the 
church will enable his disciples to tread on such ser- 
pents. 

I am this day a prisoner in my chamber, and write 
in much pain. Blessed be God for that world where 
all tears will be wiped away from our eyes, and *^ there 
will be no more pain." And blessed be God for a 
Saviour, who is the way to those happy mansions, 
and the door of admission into them. O that every 
thing may lead my dear friend and me more and 
more to Christ. In him alone, peace, and rest, and 
true joy, are to be found. 

I send Jitters viii. ix. x. xi. and Dial. xv. xvii. 
Do, my dear sir, improve, polish, and enrich them. 
And if God Almighty blesses them, if our adored 
Redeemer voachsatles to work by them, I will thank 
you not only in these regions of sin and mortality, 
but when I meet you before the throne of the Lamb, 
and amidst the angels of light. Till then, may the 
Father of mercies keep you as the apple of his eye, 
and make you a polished arrow in his quiver. Be- 
lieve me to be, dear sir, your sincere, obliged, and 
affectionate Inrother in Christ, &c. 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

Weston^ May. SO. 1 754. . 

DfiiUi Sib, — Yesterday I received your valuable 
leUer.^ : I thank you for the comfortable prayer ; it 
exactly suits my circumstaiices- May I be st- 
abled to breathe it from my very sojd iu faith,. And 
may it enter into the ears of the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ! Pray make no apology for 
the leiigth of. your letter. Whenever you favour jne 
with an epistle, the more you suffer your pen to en- 
large, the more you will oblige and improve your 
correspondent. I wish you success in finishing your 
chronological and historical treatise^ and shall be 
much pleased to peruse it. 

Your solution of the difficulty in Acts vii. ia very 
ingenious, and subserves the purposes of piety* But 
do you think the patriarchs would inter the Sicher 
mites in a burying place that belonged to a stranger; 
and not rather deposit them in their family vaults, 
or the sepulchres where their ancestors lay ? I should 
be glad to. see the sequel of your dissertation concera- 
ing the fallen angels.. I send herewith four of my 
Dialogues, which I beg of you to examine with a 
kind severity. I do assure .you I can bear to receive 
censure from a friend, and will kiss the lips that ad- 
minister it, especially when it is intended to preserve 
my. attempts to further the glorious gospel from the 
contempt of the public. I will, ere long, send you 
in a frank a general view of my plan, which, in the 
execution is become too prolix, and cannot be CQip- 
prebended in less than three volumes of the same 
size with the Meditations, unless some judiciiHis 
friend will help me to curtail and abridge I. am 
very unwilling to publish a work consisting of three 
volumes : I apprehend this .will obstruct the sale not 
a little. Be so kind as' to serve my essays as you 
have treated Mr Goodby's expository notes; take 
the pruning-knife^ and freely lop off the luxuriant 
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parts. Your notes on Taylor of Norwich I return 
with thankful acknowledgments ; you will see what 
use I ^ave made of them. I had penned more aoi« 
madversions upon that piece ; but, upon a review, I 
foand they would swell the work too mttch# I have 
a QG4e, Dial. iv. page 4. that is directly to the pomt ; 
would you advise me to retain it ? I bad expunged 
it. I have directed the printer to restore it, but 
hesitantur hoc. You will receive half a dozen of a 
little coUectiiQii of scripture promises^* which I late* 
ly printed in two small bits of paper, chiefly for the 
poor, to be pasted, one at the beginning, and the 
other at the end of their Bibles, or indeed of any 
pious book. Perhaps you may know some to whom 
sudi a. present, though minute, may be weloome. 
As soon as you return these manuscripts, if I have 
your approbation, I purpose to employ the press. 
In the mean tine, it shall be ray prayer to God, 
that he may five you a rig^t judgment in all things. 
Your Biostafiectionate, &c. 



LETTER CXIX. 

June VI. 1754. 
My o£ab Fribmd,— Do yon wonder why I have 
not acknowledged the receipt of your last ? Indeed 
it deserved a most speedy and a most grateful acknow- 
ledgment; but I was unwilling to interrupt your 
thoughts with fresh inquiries.* Your thoughts, I 
hope, have been employed in discovering the Bev. 
X>r 's mistakes, and in teaching him what 

that means which our Lord gave as the commission 
to his ministers, << Preach the gospel." 
. I received your present from Mr ■ ; hut I shall 
not want any memcyrial of your friendship, so long as 
you will give me leave to consult you about difficult 
passages m Scripture ; and these memorials, I assure 
youy will not be transient :« I shall carefully preserve 

' * This. collection is jiiaerted VbL V. under the title of Pr9nu$es i^ 
h& pa$t€d at tke beginnifig and end of a Bible* 
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them ; and when their number and size is a little 
more increased^ shall form them into a volume, which 
will be more valuable to me than any book in my 
stxidy. 

The anecdotes of yoar own life are very welcome; 
if you could add others, they would be still more 
pleasing. As you are well acqiuainted with ancient 
history, have you met with any account of the four 
monarchies ; concise, taking in only the most me- 
morable and striking facts ; and still more partieo^ 
larly eelcolated to explain the prophecies of Scrip- 
ture, and demonstrate their exact accomplishments ? 
This, with a succinct detail of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the di^)ersion of the Jews, would, I 
think, be a very pretty historical furniture for young^ 
minds. 

I think ail your criticisms please and improve me, 
that only excepted which relates to 1 Cor. ix* 24*. 
While I was writing this, Mr P , the bearer,^ 
came in ; for which reason you will give me leare, 
for the sake of enjoying his company, to conclude r 
only let me add, that I purpose, if I live till the be- 
ginning of next week, to finish what I intended to 
say in a letter by the post; which very probably 
may anticipate what now comes from, dear sir, 
yours, &c. 

LETTER CXX. 

Dear Sir,— I think one guinea is full enoifgh 
lor giving away to a person vmose charact^ we are 
ignorant of. There are too many (dolei dictum!) 
to whom an alms in the way of money is only an 
administration of fuel to their lusts. Not that I 
presume to fix such a charge upon the present peti-* 
tioner i yet this conviction makes me cautious, where 
I have no assurance of the person's sobriety.^ Had 
Vi not been for his father's worth, I should have 
almbst thought it my duty to have shut my hand,, 
till I received some more satisfactory recommenda- 
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tion. We sre stewards of onr Master's goods; and 
discretion Is requisite in the discharge of such an 
office, as well as fidelity. 

I fancy, my dear friend, you did not take notice 
of an unbecoming expression which dropt from your 
lips while I sat at your table. You was a little 
chagrined at the carelessness of your servant^ and 
said to him with some warmth, ** What, in the name 
of God, do yon mean ?" Such expressions from your 
lips will be much observed, and long remembered.. 
I need say no more ; you yourself will perceive, by 
a moment's reflection, how feulty they are in them- 
selves, and how pernicious they may be to others. 
May the good Lord pardon and deliver you from 
evil ! and may boU) of us more frequently meditate 
on this important text, *^ Set a watch before our 
mouths, and keep the door of oar lips !" Ever 
yours, &€. 

LETTER CXXL 

, ■ June 14. 1754. 

Mt dear FaiENn^-^BEPOREthis can reach your 
hands, you will, in all probability, have seen 

Mr P . He is really an ingenious gentleman, 

has a lively apprehension, a penetrating judgment,, 
as well as a large share of reading. May the al- 
mighty Spirit vouchsafe to sanctiiy those endow- 
ments; and make our interviews, not an occasion 
of ambitiously displaying our talents^ but of build- 
ing up one another in our most holy faith I I can 
hardly agree to my friend's proposal for altering 
the translation of 1 Cor. ix. 24. May it not be 
an incitement to the utmost diligence ? q. d* The 
contenders know, that though many run, yet one 
alone can receive the prize ; therefore they exert all 
their strength and all their speed, each hoping, and 
each striving, to be that distinguished happy one: 
So likewise do ye»-^Or may it not be an encourage-* 
ment,. drawn from the prospect of general success? 
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q. d. *How miich greater reason have you to run the 
Christian race, since not one only, but all may re- 
ceive the prize of your high calling I Of these inter- 
pretations, the former seems most suitable to the tenor 
of the apostle's discourse. What do you apprehend 
to be the precise sense of that expression, srf iv etvrt* 
vtxxnf^fMvtt, Col. ii. 10. Is our translation exact? Or 
should it be rendered, ** ye are filled with him, filled 
by him ?" filled with wisdom, holiness, &c. I was 
reading Psalm civ. and a doubt arose concerning the 
meaning of those expressions, *^ He layeth the beanis 
of his chambers in the waters : He maketh the clonds 
his chariot ?'' Does the Psalmist intend to signify the 
same thing by waters and clouds ? Or by waters does 
he mean somewhat different from the fluid which 
composes the clouds? Houbigant finds fault with 
our translation of Dure et incredibUiter Ariasy con- 
tignavit aquis ; he would correct it according to his 
usual way, by altering the original, Nos legimus co- 
oper tens: Sic leguntj prceter Syrunif omnes in Poly- 
glottis. What think you of verse 1 9. going down ? 
1& that all which the sun knows or observes? Would 
not that be a very imperfect discharge of his office? 
May not the original phrase denote his going, his 
circuit, his whole journey? Comprehending, not 
only his setting, but his rising, his meridian, and 
all his stages ; together with his passage from ^ne 
tropic to another, and his distribution, not only of 
day, but of seasons also, through the various re- 
gions of the globe? Is this word seasons rightly 
translated? By seasons we generally mean the four 
grand distributions of the year, into spring and sum- 
mer, autumn and winter. But these, you know, are 
neither occasioned by the influences, nor regulated 
by the appearances of the moon. I could be glad to 
see, from your critical pen, a correct translation of 
this fine psalm ; together with such remarks as may 
explain what is diflicult, and illustrate what is beau- 
tiful. Next Saturday I hope to send your oianu- 
scripta In the mean time^ let me promise myself ^ 
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remembraiice in your prayers, and expect the fistvour 
of a letter, which will be thankfully received, and 
highly valued by, dear sir, affectionately yours, Sec. 



LETTER CXXII. 

Weston, June 21. 1754. 

Dear Sir,—- Before this arrives, I hope my par- 
cel transmitted according to your direction will have 
reached your hands; and my Dialogues will have 
receiyed the free correction and the friendly improve^ 
ments of your pen* 

As, through my many and repeated infirmities, I ' 
had long discontinued and have often intermitted 
my intended work, I am infoimed from London, 
that the abettors of the Socinian scheme have been 
pleased to triumph in my disappointment; ma-* 
gining that, through fear or inability, I had laid 
aside my design ; and insinuating, that I had changed 
my principles, or was conscious of the weakness of 
my causes From these gentlemen, if my essay should 
appear in public, it may expect a severe examination^ 
and probably a^violent attack. I haipe your friend-* 
ship will anticipate their inveteracy; and remove 
those blemishes which might give them a handle for 
censure, or a ground for insult. My prayer for my 
kind corrector is, that the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
sacred honour and precious interest are concerned, 
would give him *^ the spirit of wisdom and under-^ 
standing, the spirit of counsel and df might." Is 
there not a peculiar force and l>eauty in this last 
metaphor? How would, you develc^ and set it forth 
to common view ? I have just had occasion to con* 
sider that remarkable expression in Psalm xv. ^ me- 
thinks the Bible translation does not recommend it- 
self to my judgment : I am better satisfied, and more 
edified with the version used by our Liturgy ; only it 
seems not to have preserved the strength of the ori** 
'ginal. However, I will say no more upon this point ; 
because, if I live to send aqotber packet of probar 
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tionaiy maimscripts, yon will see my sentiments on 
this particular incorporated with the work. 

What is your opinion as to publishing three vo- 
lumes ? Mr Moses Browne and another friend pro- 
nounce in the affirmative ; though lam much afraid 
that this circumstance will clog the sale. There are 
several pieces that are a kind of excursion from the 
principal subject, calculated to relieve and entertain 
the reader, yet not without administering some spi- 
ritual benefit. A whole dialogue upon the wonders 
of wisdom, power,, and goodness, displayed in the 
contrivance and formation of the human body. 'Two 
or three letters, pointing out the traces of the same 
grand and amiable attribuites in the constitution of 
the earth, the air, and the ocean. These I am afraid 
to lop ofi^ lest it should be like wiping the bloom 
from the plum, or taking the gold from the ginger- 
"bread. To you I say gingerbread, though I would 
not say so to the public; for I really think the taste 
of the present age is somewhat like the humour of 
children^ Their milk must be sugared^ their wine 
spiced, and their necessary food garnished with 
flowers, and enriched with sweetmeats. * In my next 
I hope to lay before you a summary view of my whole 
design. I for^t whether I enclosed in my last, ooe 
of the little collection of Scripture Promises which 
I caused lately to be printed, for the benefit and coib- 
fort of my people. I would have them pasted into 
their Bibles ; and may the God of all grace command 
them to be mixed with fiiith, and ingrafted into their 
hearts* If I have already desired your acceptance 
of one, these I now send may be for your friends. I 
fancy a short but lively discourse upon each of the 
dght beads, and .the texts selected, mighty after' they 
have been* committed to the memories of the people, 
be acceptable, and what the aposde calls *< a word in 
season.*' << Angrj at the length of your letters !" No, 
dear sir! They are^ as Tulty said of Demosthenes's^ 
orations, ** The longer the more valuable.'* I am 
your obliged friend, &c. 
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LETTER CXXIIL 

My dear Fbiend, — Thank you for sending the 
cats designed for the Bible. Ail mv hope with re- 
gard to them is, that they may remind some beholders 
of the transcendent excellency of the sacred writings. 

I propose, by the next post, to write to Mr , I 

would yery willingly present him with my picture, 
as you desire it ; but I really think my picture^ if 
much better done, is not worth a frame. And, I 
own, I do not much like giving away what savours 
more of vanity than benevolence. 

Canac^ yon get a little leisure to peruse part of 
my inten4ed work ? I have, for a month or six weeks, 
been prosecuting it in earnest. I have sent four of 
the Dialogues transcribed by my amadoensis. Do 
steal a litue time from the multipliciity c^ your me- 
dical engagements to examine Uiem ; retrench, where 
I am redundant; clear up^ where I am obscure ^ 

polish what is uneoutfa. I hope Mr will do me 

the same favour ; and may the God of wisdom give 
both my friends and me a right judgment in all 

things. I have seen Mr 's answer. God be 

praised that I had no occasion for controversy. I 
hare not seen Mr Moses Browne this many a day. 
The last time he was with me he talked about re- 
printing Ihs Sunday Thoughts, and adding a third 
part, which he had finidied, and which completes his 
scheme. I would have the three parts printed in a neat 
pocket volume. Have you read his Poem on the 
Universe ? I think it is the most pleasing, and, in- 
deed, the best thing he ever wrote. I hope the God 
of heaven will smUe upon his endeavours, and ani- 
mate us all to labour in his dear Son's cause, and 
prosper the labours which he himself excites. And 
if Grod will prosper, who shall obstruct ? *^ If he will 
work, who can let it ?' My dear friend, let our eyes 
be ever looking unto the hills from whence cometk 
our help ; to that omnipotent Being who stretdbed 
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out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth ; to that all-gracious Being who spared not 
(unparalleled, stupendous goodness f) spared not his 
own Son, but freely gave him up for us both. O 
that we may dearly love him ; firmly trust in him ; 
and desire nothing so much as to know him now by 
faith, and after this life have the fruition of his glo- 
rious Godhead ! — To his everlasting compassions I 
commit my friend ; and am inviolably yours, &c* 



LETTER CXXIV. 

^ WestOTij July S.- 1754. 

Dear Sir, — Your favour of June 28. is now be- 
fore me, and demands my sincerest thanks ; and mine, 
I assure you, are of the sincerest kind. I am sensi- 
ble it is not in every one*s power to do such acts of 
kindness; and if Providence vouchsafes to smile upon 
Iny essay, 'they will be of the most lasting, the most 
extensive, and the most important nature. If I live 
till next Saturday, I propose to transmit to yon six 
more of the Dialogues, which willopen a new field 
for your friendly nand to weed, cultivate, and im- 
prove. Exercise the same benevolent severity upon 
them, and continue to retrench, as well as to reform. 

I am obliged for your criticisms ; and oh ! that 1 
may be imboidened by the extract from your intended 
work. No man, I believe, stands in more need of 
sfich encouragements than myself. Timorous by na- 
ture, and made abundantly more so by a long series 
of uninftermitted languors, and a very debilitated 
constitution, for which reason, I promise myself, you 
will commend the writer and his attempt to that 

frreat Jehovah in whom is everlasting strength ; and 
or your kind assistance I shall think myself Dound to 
praise his adorable Majesty, and to pray that he would 
" fill you with ail* wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work^ and in- 
creasing in the knowledge of God.'* . 
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I witl| since I have the concurrence of your judg- 
aienty and I hope the guidance of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, determine upon three volumes. How long 
do you apprehend it will be before your chronologi- 
cal ^nd historical piece will be finished ? I hope it 
will abound with explanations of Scripture,, and be 
rich with short, but striking improvements* May 
you continually enjoy that unction from the Holy 
One which teacheth all things ! And, oh I that its 
precious influences may descend upon, dear sir, your 
much obliged and truly affectionate friend, &c. 



LETTER CXXV, 

J«/y 13. 1754- 
Dear Sir, — I hope my last letter, wherein I ap- 
prized you of a parcel to be tr^smitted to you, is in 
your hand. Here are six Dialogues. May the ever- 
lasting and wonderful Counsellor enable you to search 
them as with a candle, and make them such as he 
will condescend to bless ! I have dropped several 
objections and answers; yet I fear too many are 
still retained* A multiplicity of objects dissipates the 
attention either of the eye or the mind. Are what 
the painters call the two unities preserved ? one prin- 
cipal action s^d one grand point of view, in each 
piece? Does Theron speak enough; or with such 
weight, and such a spice of the sal Amicus, as might 
suit his character ? Here and there a touch of wit or 
genteel satire in him, I think, would be graceful, 
especially in the first part, before he is brought to a 
conviction of his guilt. I hope you will not only 
find out all the faults, but that you will point this 
arrow, and trim its feathers; and may the arm of the 
Most High launch it, that it may be the arrow of 
the Lord's salvation. I am, dear sir, affectionately 
and gratefully yours, 8tc. 
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LETTER CXXVL 

Weston-FaveUy Aug. 27. 1754. 

Dear Sir, — 1 have read part of your chronolo^ 
gtcal manuscript,* and I bless God for giving you 
such a penetrating and comprehensive mind. To 
confess the truth, it is beyond my power to follow, 
even in those researches where yon have surmounted 
the difficulties and cleared the way; but there are 
many things which I understand, and with which I 
am delighted ; insomuch that, if you do not intend 
to publish it, I should very much desire a copy of it. 
But what should hinder the publication? Why 
should not the learned world be improved by what 
is profound, and the whole world be edified by what 
is easy ? I have no acquaintance in this neighbour- 
hood who is versed in chroncdc^ical inquiries, and 
capable of judging of your computations and argu- 
ments; otherwise I would obtain for you his opinion. 
Mr Moses Browne (author of the Sunday Thoughts) 
will ffladly peruse it. Will you excuse me though 
I add no more? A gentleman waits for me below, to 
transact an afiair m which I understand but very 
little; he is come to take my parsonage-grounds, in 
order to plough them for woad, an herb much used 
by the dyers. May prosperity attend his plough ; 
but, above all, may it attend yours and mine, which 
i)i^ould open the ground for the seed of the everlasting 
gospel. I am loath to miss a post, loath to defer my 
thanks for your last very valuable favour, otherwise 
you would not be put off with such a hasty scrap 
from, dear sir, your most obliged and affectionate, 
&c. 

* Tbe manuscript which Mr Hervey here takes notice of is called, 
** A short Chronicle of the most remarkable events from the beginning 
«f tbe world to tbe iftulding of Solomon's temple.** 
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LETTER CXXVIL 

October 2. 
S1B9 — I HATE perused the ffreatest part of Dr 
Hodge's Elihu. It is wroC^, I think, ia a maaciifine 
aad noble style; is animated with a lively vpini of 
piety ; and urges, with a becoming aseal, some of the 
grand peculiarities of the gospel. I h<^ it will prove 
St blesmng to both theiiniversities ; and be a means of 
testifyii^, to both those learned bodies, the truth as 
it is in Jesus. Dear Mr ' ■ has been gone from 
us almost a fortnight. What a burning and a shin- 
ing ti^t is he i Burning with ministerial zeal, and 
shining in all holy conversation. I hope our dear 
friend - '"'s sermon wa9 attended with a blessing; 
and may the blessing be greatly increased by the 
pubUcadon 1 May the drop become a river, and the 
river become a sea !«-*! was yesterday with five or 
six yonng students, and this day with three ingenious 
gentlemen of the l^ity, two of whom are acquainted 
with the Hebrew. Our conversation turned whoUy 
upon that siiperexcellent and delightful subject, 
" the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he has 
sent." ^Oh, may that almighty Being, who has every 
human heart ip his hand, sanctify our discourse to 
our eternal advantage ! And let us, my dear friend, 
talk for him, write for* him, and live for him, who 
<^ died for our sins, and is risen again forour justifi- 
cation«" May his Spirit be your continual guide, 
and his favour your everlasting portion ! Ever yours, 
while, &c. 

LETTER CXXVIII. 

. Deaa Sia, — The gentleman who versified part of 
my Meditations is Mr Newcomb of Hackney. I 
thought it exceedingly well executed ; much supe- 
rior to his ode on the final dissolution of the world, 

which he has since published. 

4 
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As to Bishop Fowler^s Design of Christianity, be 
has, as far as I have read, good sense, clear language, 
and sometimes fine striking sentiments. But I most 
cordially embrace the proposition, viz. << That faith 
pistifieth only as it apprehendeth the merits and 
righteousness of Jesns Christ,", which he most pe* 
remptonly condemns. Please to east your eye to the 
fifth line of the next paragraph — (the Bishop's words 
are, ** Imputation of Christ's righteousness consists 
in dealinff with sincerely righteous persons as if they 
were perfectly so, for the sake of Jesus Christ ;) — and 
compare his << sincerely righteoas persons" with St 
Paul's declaration, Rom. iv. 5. that Christ justifieth 
the ungodly.' When you have perused and con- 
sidered Bishop's Fowler's treatise thoroughly, please 
to let me have it again ; especially as you and Mr 
H-^r apprehend he has given better directions for 
the attainment of true holiness than Mr Marshall. 
Thanks for young Mr C — 's sermon. He is a cor- 
rect writer, but wants the main thing. << Christ is 
all in all." He either forgets, or understands those 
words in a manner very different from my appre- 
hension. Mr G — ^t has much good soise, but to me 
his sermon reads flat : in his discourse^ likewise, I 
wished to have seen more of our Immanuel'iS glory. 
I am, &C. 

LETTER CXXIX. 

Weston, Oct. 20. 1 754. 
. Dear Sir, — I received the parcel safe, and de» 
sire to bless God's providence for not su&ring the 
manuscripts to be lost in their passage, as they had 
like to have been ; and to thank my kind friend for 
his judicious remarks. Herein is enclosed Dialogue 
xvi. I durst not venture to commit this to the press 
without submitting it to your correction. Dear sir, 
examine it with a critical severity; and may he, 
whose eyes are as a flame of fire, enable you to dis- 
cern and rectify what is amiss. It is, as you will 
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easily perceive, a subject df the last importance. O 
that, in handling it, 1 might be ^< a workman that 
need not be ashamed." Fardon my scraps of an- 
swers, to your large and valuable letters. I hardly 
know how to get a moment's leisure, so very intent 
am I now on the publication of my book. I have not 
been able, for want of time, to read over this tran- 
script : I hope the copier has not made tiny great 
mistakes. Be so good, dear sir, as to favour me 
with your remarks on this manuscript as soon as 
you possibly cant yon need not return it, only send 
me your remarks. But you will please to- preserve 
this, fdr fear of an accident happening to the other 
copy.— I am, dear sir, yours most affectionately, &c 



LETTER CXXX. 

JTitirsdatfi noon. 

Mt dbar Friend, — I am glad Dr C got 

time, and took the trouble of overlooking the manu- 
scripts. He has the judgment of a critic, and the 
freedom of a friend. Moses Browne is persuaded by 
the bookseller to print his poem on the Universe, and 
his Sunday Thoughts, in one volume, and intends to 
entitle it. The Works and Rest of Creation ; with 
the addition of some more particular explicatory 
and subordinate title. I objected to this general 
title; made a query, whether it was strictly proper? 
or, if proper, whether sufficiently significant ? In- 
stead of it, I proposed. The Works of Creation, and 
Rest of the Sabbath. 

Dr Gill shall tell yon my sentiments, in relation 
to Wesley, on the perseverance of the saints. Both 
their pamphlets on this subject I send you. Whe- 
ther his replies and interpretations in the first part 
are sound and satisfactory, judge yon ; the considera- 
tions suggested in the latter part, 1 think, are full of 
weight, rich with consolation, and worthy of a place 
in our memories and in our heart. May our own 

▼ox*. VI. K 
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meditation fix them in the one, and the Spirit of our 
Ood implant them in the other ! 

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to 
Staynoe on Salvation by Jesus Christ; generally very 
prolix,, and somewhat tiresome. to the x^der ; yet his 
style is good, nervous,. and beautiful. Prolixity, I 
find, is an epidemical fault amqqg writers; the cen- 
sure I pass on him rebounds on myself: save me 
from this misconduct, by lopping off my reduaMl|^^> 
cies. I have not looked into ^aynoe for a gr^t 
while ; when I revise him ag«in, you shall have n^y 
sentiments concerning his doctrine ; whicli, though 
excellent in the main, is not, I apprehend, perfectly 
consistent, nor evangelical throughout. I have seen 
Mr — — 's verses on Dr 's character ; I am ap- 
prehensive {inler nos) that it will rather depreciate 
than exalt the Rey« Doctor's ci*edit among readers of 
a gospel spirit. There are indeed the sales Attici^ 
but where are the sales wangelici ? Whiit ^ayt our 

lively friend ? I think he ^s the Caleb of our 

fraternity. Caleb siignifies all heart. Jlis name and 
nature correspond. Did he not. warm you w|th his 
zeal ? Qh that we may glow with loy^ to Him, wJno 
bled for love of ^^ I T have received a letter from 
our defir friend on the Anvsric^ continent, •^e 
mentions you in particular, and ypur Jiite guest. 
Love, cordial love he transmits to you both. We 
believe him,, when, he makes a profession of kind- 
ne^ I and why are we ^o backward to believe the 
more repeated,, more solemn, and infinitely fnore 
faithful assurances, which the Scripture gives us of 
our JElefieemer's love? Let us bli^sh and be confonnd- 
ed for qnr unbelief; and may the Lord of all pow/er 
and grace help our unbelief I— -Ever yours, 3m:. 

P. & — C^tainly our friend judges right in not act- 
ing as a justice of peaces unless he wquld Siubmit to 
the fatigue of acquainting himself with our national 
laws: A study which is, if I r^htjy judge; whidb* 
I am sure, would be to my tfi^te of all ot|ic^s the 
most jejune and irksome. Not so the SpripUires I 
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God hm, in tesder miu}gmct to .oar dwpontioii, 
strewed them with flower6» dignified tbem watli won<^ 
ders; enriched tbem with all that may delight the 
man of geniui» and make the man of Ood perfect. 
May we, as new-bom babe% denre the sincere milk 
of jllie word; And grow, gi>ow thereby in knowledge, 
gnoar in. faith, gi^ow m nive, in holiness, in e?ery 
amiable and happy aocooarplidiiiient. Do not you 
pcaetiae duKt exocttent nde, of sekcting for medita- 
tion each day a teact of Scripture ? As to publish* 
iog the first Tokime lof Theron and Aspasio before 
the others ms» reacfy, i really know not Itow to 
act. Mi^ Che God xif unerriw wisdom voachsafe 
to direct^ for lus dear Son. oor ^orioas Intercessor's 
sake ! 



i««i» 



LETTJER CXXXI. 

Weston, Aug. 12. 1754. 

RCVEBENO A.ND nCAit iSlR,-^I RECEIV£iI> yOUf 

fasrour frpm IslinglOD, and acdtnowledge myself in* 
debted.to you for a preceding one fix>m Scotland, 
I am, boda to yoa and to other of my worthy -corres- 
pondents, quite an iRsoiyent; yet trust, my many 
infirmities, in <;oncttrrence with yov^r eaadour, will 
plead -my excuse. 

I called myself an insokent; bat i riiall, erelong, 
make one public eflfort to pay from the press all my 
debts of an epistolary nature : the payment, I con- 
fess, will not be in the very same specie, but it will 
bear the same image and superscription, not Caesar's 
but Christ's. This -will recommend it to my correfr- 
pondents, and not only bespeak their kind acceptance 
of it, but ^ogage their cordial prayers in its behalf; 
Doy my dear sir, refl[ieraA)er my poor enterprise, 
when you call upon bim who is omnipotent; he can 
bid the wounded come against (he fortress, and the 
lavne take the prey. Unless he suoooar, unless he 
support, what can impotence itself expect, but to 
miscarry in the attempt, and be a laughing-stock 
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to the enemy? Bat I read, and this encourages me, 
•< It is not by might, nor by strength, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord." 

I did not know, till yours informed me, that Mr 
■ was gone to his long, and I trust to his happy 
home. O that we who survive may have our affec- 
tions fixed there, where our God and Saviour resides, 
whither our friends and relations are removed ! 

I wish you and your spouse much joy in each 
other, but much more in Christ Jesus. As the 
brid^oom rejoiceth over the bride, so may the Lord 
your God rejoice over you both* Let me beg of 
you to present my afiectionate salutation^ to good 
Mr G ■ M Assure him, that my silence did not 
proceed from *any indifference to his friendship, or 
disesteem for his work ; but I was much indisposed* 
I had nothing to i^ommunicate, and to have written 
in such circumstances, would be^i burdensome to 
me, and unserviceable to him. My respectful com* 
pliments attend Mrs O ■ ■ , your spouse, and your- 
self; and I entreat your united prayers for, dear sir, 
your sincere friend and brother in Christ, &c. 

P. SL— *The enclosed collectipn of scriptural pro^ 
mises, are a little present which I make to my 
people. They are intended to be pasted, one at the 
beginning, the other at the end, of religious books. 
Perhaps some of your friends may not disdain this 
spiritual nose^y, because^ though little, it is culled 
from the garden of God^ 



I.ETTER CXXXIL 

Wednesday morning. 
Dear Sir,— I was lately favoured at Weston with 
a visit from the Reverend Mr Walker of Truro, 
who is indeed a most excellent man, much of a gen«> 
tleman, and seems well to deserve the character he 
bears: there is something in him very engaging, 
yet very venerable. During our conversation, 1 fdt 
^ Mind of reverential awe on my mind, blended, with 
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more than fraternal affection. How old is be ? By 
his looks he appears to be past forty. What a re- 
proach is it to our men in power, nay, to the nation 
itself, that so valuable a person should at this time 
of life be no more than a country curate ? But he, 
good man ! disriegards the things of this world. 
That time whieh too many of his brethren spend, to 
the disgrace of their function, in worldly compliances, 
and hunting after church preferment^ he employs 
as a faithful labourer in the vineyard of Christ ; and 
pays all due obedience to the apostles important 
injunction, '< Redeem time !" How would some of 
the primitive bishops have sought after a man of his 
exemplary piety, and have given him every mark of 
their real esteem ! Sei tempora mutanHur, ei nosmu" 
iatnur iniliis. 

. I am much pleased with the account of the veli'^ 
gious society at Truro, of which Mr Walker is^tbe 
rounder and present director. It is an admirable 
plan ! I would have endeavoured (had my health 
permitted my attendance) to have formed one of the 
same kind at Northampton* I heartily wish so use^ 
ful an institution was more known, and well esta- 
blished in all the principal towns in this kingdom; 
as I am persuaded such a society must be productive 
<^ great good, and in some degree revive the droop- 
ing interest of Christianity, wherever it was prudent- 
ly managed. We had in this neighbourhood a re- 
ligious assembly, of which I tnvself waa a member;* 
but no one could be admitted who^ did not under- 
stand Greek, as the chief design of that meeting was 
to improve each other in scriptural knowled^re, and 
consequently could be of little use comparatively with 
Mr Walker's plan.*]: 

1 have lately read Mr.Warton's edition of Virgil, 
and much approve the printing the Latin on one' 
side, and hjs poetical translation on the other : he is a 

* The Rules and Orders of the Assembly here mentioned, are insert- 
ed in Vol. V. 
f For the Rules and Orders of the Truro Society, see Vol. V.. 
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clever man ; but I think be iiligti ham enricbed Us 
notes with many mete obs^rvfttions on the beatiities 
and masterly itrokes et the poet. I would b<^ fw 
my own part give a straw for the most aceutate dis- 
putations uponachronological or geograpkical nicety; 
but I would applaud and thaark tbe critic who will 
atfsist me to see the ai^t and address, to feel the force 
and fire, and to eater mto tbe spiritr and ddieacy of 
such an suihot as Virgvl« I am^ dear sir, with great 
respect, your obliged and viery humble servant, fcc 



. LETTER CXXXIir. 

Saturdwg morning. 

Mt DRAii Friend^— I hayk^ read o^rer, again, and 
again, the corrected copy of your little tmct which 
you intend for the next edition, anij^ have examined 
ft vriith my best attention : not able to make any 
amendment tbait is considerably i have onlysoff* 
gested some slitfbt alterations; Elegance you do 
not covet in sum a confposilioii:; plain and neat is 
tba> proper array fbv sucb «tk addrera* 

I am surprised to read the letter wiiich the popubir 

SiBtlefiftan from Dwr hraih writes against your book, 
ievet fear, my friend; our writings, aa well as omr 
MveS} are in the hand of Ood Almighty : if be wilt 
spread, what shall obsllmct them? ifne will work by 
them, wh6 shall disannul his design ? O may we 
cry to him, cleihre to- him, and live by ikith on him ! 
for <* not by migbl, nor by powev,'' net by eloqnenee 
of composition, nor by interest of patrons, *< bia by 
my Spirit, saith ^e Lord.'* 

Pray, take a tittle paias wkh my Theron and As- 
pasio; you can scarcely imagine what in^iries are 
m^de after it, and what a demamd th^re is fbr it, 
even before publication. It makes me rejoice with 
trembting. All-wise, i^KgmdoQS J^sus, be Jealous 
for thine honour 1 Let me not, O let me not cloud 
its brightness, or obstruct its progress, by any inju- 
dicious toQches of my pen.— I now feel the loss of 
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otrr valuable fnenA Dr Doddridge, to whose judg^- 
taent I ever paid the highest deference ; bat smce he 
is gone, and we catl have no more of his personal 
eonnsds, let us redouble our attention to his writr 
ings. 

1 expect you will telf me my manuscript is very 
prolix ; but I designedly made it so, that my friends 
m^ht judge what is proper to be omitted. It h 
easier, you know, to expunge than to compost; I 
wish they would with a leaden pencil enclose in a 
parenthesrs what they would have dropt ; I hope to 
retrench one-fourth of the copy. May the God of 
wisdom direct, and the God of mercy prosper, all 
oUr undertakings ! I am yours very sincerely, &c. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Saturday mdming. 

Thauks to ray dear friend for the^ entertainment 
he" has given me, by Hanway^s account of Nadir 
S6ah ; * an illustrious villinn mdeed \ he spread fire« 
brands, arrows, and death. May w^ be conformed 
to his image, who went about doing good I 

If you have Vohaire*8 Life of Ix)iiis XIV., be 
pleased to give me the perusal of it : I fiiricy, his 
rdgn in France was somewhat like the Augustine 
age in Rome. Periods of politeness both ! but what 
are those to heaven? the world where bweixeth 
righteousness ; consummate righteousness and ever- 
lasting happiness ? Do you not long, more and more, 
fer those confts of the living God ? Do ybu not love 
him mote and more^ who (after he had ovet'come the 
sharpness of death) opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all beKevers? 

Warburton, I hear, has published two volumes of 
sermons, octavo ; in which, it seems, he has decried 
expei-imental religion, disregarded the peculiaritied 
of the gospel, and treated the operations of the Spirit 
as mere enthusiasm. If this be the eflfect of hi* great 

* See Hanwaj*a Travels, toI. ii. page 2B5^ 
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learning, then,, good Lord, delkrer us all, say I, from 
such an attainment.. If you eidier have, or can bor- 
row them, just let me peep on them. Do not buy 
them to gratify me ; I can relish nothipg but what is 
evangelical. 

Your friend's Dissertations were put into my hands ; 
very pure diction, but that is all — all to me at leasts 
There was the bone^ but the marrow was gone ; Je- 
sus Christ, my portioa and your^, was forgot. How 
different his strain from St Paul's resolution, " I am 
determined to know nothing but Christ Jesus, and 
him crucified," which happened to be the subject of 
my exhoi:tation to my family last night. Lord, re- 
veal thy adorable Son, the all-sufficient Saviour, in 
our hearts; and the more others neglect him, so 
much the more Let us, my dear friend, be-zealous to 
honour him. 

I have looked into the manuscript you sent me: 
there seem to be many lively and spirited sentiments 
in it, but surely it is defective, in the main point. 
St Paul, I am apt to think, upon a perusal of the 
treatise, would say, the author has good sense, may 
be no bad< moralist, but being ^< ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish his own 
righteousness, he has not submitted to the righteous- 
ness of God," Rom. x.. 3. Lord^ give us an. under- 
standing, that we may know him that is true ! Then 
we shall see Christ Jesus, the God-man, to be, in 
the grand affair of salvation, like the meridian sun ; 
and all other things, like the stars at noon-day. 

Did you ever read Mr Whalley's Remarks upon 
Shakspeare ? If you have not, I will send you the 
pamphlet.. They are very ingenious, and well de- 
serve the notice of the public ; particularly of yours, 
who are such an admirer of Shakspeare. 

When you can spare Francis's translation of De- 
mosthenes, (I suppose it is the same Francis who 
translated Horace), favour me with a sight of it. A 
sight of this will content me; but God's word, that 
inestimable book, which shews me the way of salva- 
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tion, I would cleave to, I would dwell upon. And 
would not you, my dear friend, do so too ? £» rwis 

My text on Wednesday evening will be a complete 
description of a Christian ; viz. ** We are the circum- 
cision which worship Grod in the spirit, and rejpice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh," 
Phil. iii. 3. A fine subject for your meditation : 
Why should I not add for your conversation, also ? 
Ever yours. 



LETTER CXXXV. 

Dear Sir, — I here send you part of my manu- 
script copy of Theron and Aspasio : if you think it 
worth your while to bestow any corrections upon 
them, well ; if not, this also is welL For my own 
part, so very languid are my animal spirits, I am 
more and more indifferent about them ; I see so much 
.weakness in my mind, and so many imperfections in 
my compositions, that I am afraid to venture upo|i 
the stage of observation again. An obliging letter 
from Mr H r, informs me of his willmgness to 
peruse and correct any literary attempt of mine ; and 
discovers, I think, still more the integrity, simplicity, 
.and piety of his heart. 

I prefer both South's a^d Delaune's sermons to 
the Bishop's, for soundness of doctrine The first 
might be crabbed in his temper, and the second vo- 
luptuous in his life ; yet both are more evangelical 
in their sentiments than he is. Those wbo can read 
such kind of moral essays as the Bishop's (very im- 
properly called sermons) as guides to heaven, and 
as good comforters while on earth, will one day I 
hope form a better judgment, and be enabled in a 
clearer manner ta discern the things which are ex- 
ceHent. y 

On Dr Stonehouse's recommendation,.! have lately 
read Dr Watts' treatise on ^' the love of Godi and 
its influence on all the passions ;" which is indeed a 

k2 ' 
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most excellent bbok, happily cafiSulated fof ns^fol- 
ness. If ycm have nerer seen it, y&n feave a ple»dttre 
yet to come, and I would by all means advise yoH t^ 
get it. The love of God is- indeed the sootcie and 
sotrl of religion; afnd whal can pt'oduce it, whdtcan 
cherish it, but a serfse of Ocf^s love to us manifested 
in his* dear Son ? by whom we nte fully a^sured^ t^irt 
he has forgiven us all trespassed-, and will gvf& us lik 

eternal. 

Present my affectionate compliments to ydnt fiMi- 
1y, and believe me, r9 I really am, most cordially 
yours, &c. 

LETTER CXXXVI. 

f^e^on, Jan. £5. 1755. 
Dear Sir, — I Keally firfget wbetlier 1 ackiie>«i^- 
ledged your last faroar.- If I did not, let youp o#ii 
candour be my advocate ; and my importfini btisiiiess, 
under the most enervated coiMUution, be mf pteil. 
I hafve been, since I wroCe^ in the pbyt^ician^s: batlds, 
and debarred from the puiprlr Bliessed be the Lord 
our healer, I am now restored t4) n¥y usual i^tete, afld 
ai^ enabled to speak a word cm the Lort^ ddy; and 
preach in my chureh on Wednesd^fiy evenifig, wbich 
is my lecture-day, for the honotio^ at my Master; fifid, 
I hope, for the edificatkm df Im people* O that 
this privilege may be coeval with my nfe ; and my 
preaching voice, and my vital bi^eath, be^ stopt toge- 
- ther 1—1 wish you, dear sir, many iietv yeans^ itttfch 
of tb^ new man, and an abundiEmt entraftfce ¥sto the 
New Jerusalem. Yo>ar mrdst obl^ed, aftd truly af- 
feetidnate fi'iend. 



LETTER CXXXVU. 

March 4. 
My dear Fkiend,' — Do not borry tke retiorrti of 
the Dialogues. Take your trttve, that you may eata- 
mino them thoroughly r none ktufm hc^ Bar they 



may spread) or how long they may live. Oh that 
the God of wisdom may enable you to judge aright^ 
and correct their mistakes I 

I am sorry to bear ytmt account of our friend at 

'-, I wish he eoald be persuaded -to- look upon 

hm myfftic writers as his cfaMvber-coonsel ; converse 
wktl them in his study, and leate th^n there* I 
WIM Tisited yesterday by a gentleman who would be 

^ dteriing with Mr H ; quite fond of mystics^ 

bit€ does not go any great lengths; nor espouse, at 
kast no€ avow or propagate,^ their eictravagant pecu* 

ItAtitkw.' Y€Hxr old acquainta^ice Mr came iuy. 

Md silt Willi us, I believe, two h^ursw The gentle* 
«»en hi^pened to refer to Isaiah vi« and desired I 
wcMikl read the beginnifig of the chapter : glad of 
Ari^ overture, I readily embrcfced it, and iSx^ the 
disoMrs^ to this noble, thk alarming and comferta- 
Me Scripture. Oh ! let us attend^ with assiduity and 
del'iglHy ^the holy, precious word of Ood : the apos- 
tle calls it «^«am y«x«y pure, unmixed^ unadulterated, 
aif tbougb every composition had some ijnproper 
tiMture, was some way or other adulterated^ " My 
sod/' iays the Ood of heaven, (and it is a most imr- 
por^Mit advice, a most ehdearing estfaortation), *^ at- 
tend to my words, incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
Lee them not depart from thine eyes^ keep them in 
the midjst of thine heart. For they are life unto 
those that find them, and health to all their flesh*" 

As to £ph. iv. 16. does not a-uMff^Xdyu^cv refer to 
the orderly and exact arrangement? <ruf£iitll»fMf9 to 
the nice and strong connexions; but where is the 
beftHty or propriety of wMtrns «^w ruf wix/^i^un ? Why,, 
••that whicb every joint' snpplteth?" Is there any 
pecmliar fund of nutriment lodged in the joints? 
Would not sai anatomist have sdidV by that which 
etery vessfel, or every ramification of a vessel, sup* 
plieth ? I- sincerely pity poor — ^-^'s case r I will givte 
him two guineas ; and hope the God whom he serves 
wilt raise him up other friends' : ^ Hef thdt spared not 
bisr own Son, but gave him up for us afl, how^ sbsdi 



228 A COLX^ECTION 

he not with him also freely ffive him all things ?*' 
Tell him this from me, though he knows it already; 
the Lord may make it. a word in season. Charge 
him to say nothing of me and my mite, but as much 
for me to his God and Saviour as be pleases. I hope 
you will, when opportunity serves, strengthen Mr 

H in the faith of the gospel, and in the ways 

of the Lord. Let us provoke one another to love 
and to good works ;. and so much the more as we see 
the day approaching. Yesterday Mr of Cam- 
bridge called upon me : our conversation jvas not so 
edifying as I could wish ; it degenerated into dispute. 
Mr , who is very m^uch talked of, was the sub- 
ject. I do not thoroughly know his scheme, but am 
inclined to suspect that his opponents will find it a 
difficult matter to maintain Iheir ground. However, 
I shall not attempt to make myself fully master of the 
controversy. To know Christ and biin crucified, hoc 
nobis pahnarium. This is the desire and prayer oi^ 
ever yours, &c. 

P. S. — The Latin prayer you sent me for my opi- 
nion, seems to be composed by a mystic. Not a word 
.of Christ ! Access through his blood is neglected ; 
acceptance through his righteousness is forgotten ! 
The grand error of the mystic divines, who, wholly 
intent upon what God is to do in us, most unhappily 
disregard what he has done Jbr us, in the person of 
his beloved Son. 



LETTER CXXXVIIL 

Westan-Favell^ March 19. 1755. 
My dear Friend,— -A good while ago I received 
your kind letter, and this week your valuable parcel. 
I confess myself obliged to your candour, as well as 
.to your judgment, for excusing me, though I have 
not absolutely acquiesced in all your remarks; as 
well as for giving me many excellent corrections, 
which I have most thankfully adopted. I hope what 
I have written concerning faith, will occasion some 
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ealflD and friendly debates ; I want to have that sub- 
ject sifted, cleared, and stated. I must own, I am 
strongly inclined to side with our reformers ; I can* 
not but think they adhere to the simplicity of the 
gospel. Christ died for me, seems to be the faith 
|ireached and taught by the apostles. I have not 

had time to peruse Mr , nor your manuscripts : 

you can hardly imagine how my time is engrossed, 
and my weak spirits almost overborne, partly by 
revising the work for a new edition^ which is put to 
the press ; partly by answering a variety of letters) 
sent to me on occasion of the publication ; some of 
which censure, some approve of the performance. 

I have read, with great pleasure^ your short chro- 
nicle ; have sent it to Mr Moses Browne, and re- 
ceived it again : hope you can spare it till I peruiBe 
it a second time. 

I have lately been presented with a magnificent 
and costly Hebrew Bible, in four volumes folio^ 
published by Father Houbigant, with which he has 
intermixed the apocryphal Greek books, styled by 
him Deutero^anonici. Have you seen this work, or 
heard its character ? The author has subjoined notes 
to each chapter, which are employed chiefly in vindi- 
cating his alterations of the text. He is a bold 
enterprising writer, takes great liberties with the 
sacred text,, and makes very many alterations, often 
without the authority of any manuscript, purely from 
his own critical judgment, or critical conjecture. 
If at any time you have a mind to know his opinion- 
upon any di£Scult text, I will, either transcribe it in 
his own words, or give you the substance of it in 
:Enfflish. 

His interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me in 
mind of an expresuon in. your short chronicle. ** It 
•is my opinion, Abraham had never so clear a sight of 
the day of Christ as at this time." I fancy you will 
not be displeased with a copy of the learned Jesuit's 
criticism. << Vocavit nomen loci ejus " ieue irat> 
Dominus videbitur. Non videtur ne ab futuro << cah, 
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aberrmnti8« Non videbit, nan modo quianon additur 
qoid fit Deoa viniruS) sed etiam qnia in tots ilia vi* 
iloacf hoininit est Tidere, Domini videri; propter 
q«ad^ causam Deus-locam istam mox nomine visionis 
imigctidbat* Nioniriini. Deus Abrahamo id ostendit^ 
quod Abraham vidit et gavisus est, sea Filiixm pro«> 
misfiicnis unigenitum pro- bumano genere victtmaal 
olim fatnram. Atque boe illud est, quod memoriae 
sempitemae Abraham consecrabat, coat ita sabjim*> 
gerety Hodie in monte -Domimis yidebitur ; Uhicl 
bodie sie accipiens, nt accepit Paalns apostolBa iUid 
Daridis, Hodie si vocem ejus audieritis ; qtMKl hodse 
tamditt dcnrat, quarndfaaa^colaiUadurabuiilv de qoi^ 
bos apostdua, donee hodie cognominatmr. Earant,^ 
qui sic interpretantur,^ quad Moses renarvet usnrpai- 
tmn sue tettipore prov^rbiuai. Nam si sic erit^ noa 
janrdocebit Abraham, cur huic loco nomen fecerit^ 
Dominua videbitur; duam tamen nottxinum nota- 
tionem inf sacris paginis nonk omittuat ii, ouicamqoe 
Bomifia t^bas-imponmit. Quod cootra plane doce*- 
bft, Abrahafiop, ai de eo Mosea sic nmrrat, voearit na- 
mes lori bujuSy Bens videbitur ; nam dixit, In monte 
Detfs videbiturr'' This is a truly grand and delight- 
ful sense ; would bid fair for preference if it could 
be diffidently established. But, besides other things 
which might be objected totbis interpretation, itseema 
probable that the Lord did not appear to Ahrahamy 
only called to tnm <* vkeda.^' Christ saj^ of Abra- 
ham, that he sa^, not his person, but h» day; n^u^ 
signifies, I suppose, much the same ^ idsrut Rimu^" 
the remarkables, tm t^scnfm, in any one's life. He saiw 
by faith his incarnation, obedienccydeaditaU-satisfying 
atonement, &c. Is not this the meaning of our Lord ? 
Now I am upon the subject of difiieait texts and 
exact interpretations, let me desire your opitiion of 
isa. XXX. 1 a. I have generally looked upon it as as de- 
claration atid a display of Ood'a infinitely free graiee,. 
and profusely rich goodness. The great Vitrioga con- 
siders it in quite a difl&rent light. " Moram trahet 
<< iH£Bx,'' Jeho^mh (are bis wordtt) in. gnitia Tobis 
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ISiteienda.'* For wMdi sense be adds tbe foUowing 
r^flfson ; *< quia delicti grof itais repentinun gratiam 
lion ferebat, secundmn rationes justitise diviaaej' 
The next clause he thus explains; Proptera, <^ jaOM," 
s. ^; exaltabitur jvcHci et justitia, amtequam gratiam 
in T0S exeroeat.'--*Houbigant» on this verse» does 
nodring uxove than offer a small alterflition> for *< ire^ 
KYIC^ he wOtfid vead *^ ihezim,'' jpraitolabitur^ that 
ibis Yerbmajcotrespond with the preceding <*i£kjbu." 

I proposed to hsrre closed the plan of Tberon and 
Aspasio with an explicit and pretty copious treatiie 
on erangfelicai holiness^ or obedience ; and to have 
shewn my true believer in his dying moments* If 
your tfaougfaf 8. shoald hqipen to take such a turn, 
be so giM)^ diear sir» as to suggest what you think 
tbe most advisable and advanlsigeoas way of manage 
idg this important pohit* This would 'most effec- 
tnaUy stdp the mouths of Arminians, and be tbe 
best stfcurity against tbe donees of Antiaomians* I 
could wish, if it were the Lord's will, that I might 
Iff e to ftimisli oat one nsore volume of this kind^ and 
th^kj manum de tabtda. 

As tbe new edition is partly finished, and tbe 
press procMHaig at a great rate» and as there will 
be some few^ emendatiDBs, you will give me leave to 
presi^t yoo ndth a set of what, I hope^ will be least 
iMrperfect. Till tbis edkion is finished, let me be 
your debtor in point of promise; and ixr point of df- 
feetion and gratitiidc^ I will be your debtor so loi^ 
as I am, 8cc^ 

liETTEE CXXXIX. 

ikfoy 21. 1755. 

D;&Ail 8n6,-«*-'MT letten to you must always hefpn 
wtdi tbatdcsy and wiU generally close with in^ries* 

I am qirite'a proselvte to your guarded and sober 
method of tuning the Hebrew manuscript r though I 
talked some time ago 'with an adept in the sacred 
language, and most devout student of God's word, 
who would not so much las bear of alGesations, from 
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any aothority, or on any account whatever; correct 
tions in an inspired book, were to him little better 
than sacrilege. The present copy of the Bible, be ap- 
prehended, .was in no degree, not even a single jot or 
tittle, wrong. I subscribe your reasons for rejecting 
Father Houbigant% and in not admitting Mr Kenni- 
cott's exposition of the Hebrew adagy, <<ithu£ irab/' 

I shall treasure up your remark on the relative 
*' ASHER,'' and wish you had the designing or the 
superintending of the cuts, which the printer of Mr 
Stackhouse's History of the Bible says, cost eight hun- 
dred pounds. I am delighted with your interpretation 
of Isaiah xxx. 18. What a charming representation 
it gives us of the Divine long*su&ring, tender mercy, 
and profuse goodness ! O that I might live under 
the clear maiufestation of these lovely perfections ! 

In Psalm xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read " lebu," 
instead of *^ lebi," and thus translates the clause, 
<< Loquitur impius .juxta ; improbitatem quas est in 
medio cordis ejus.'' 

Instead of *^ ziuu," Psalm cxxxiii. d. he would in- 
troduce " SHiAU," and justifies his alteration from 
Deut. iv. 48. Did you ever observe this passage, and 
compare it. with the text under consideration? 

Psalm Ixviii. 16. for <^ ersheni," he would substi- 
tute << eredshu," ** mons pinguis;" which alteration 
be thus explains, and thus vindicates : *^ Est mons 
Dei, mons Sion, in quem asportatur area foederis; qui 
mons, collatione facta cum caeteris montibus, quorum 
laus est pinguedo sive ubertas, laudatur ob ejus pinr 
ffuedinum ; ex quo, videlicet, tempore eum montem 
habitat ille, ^ui pincuem fecit domum Obed-edom. 
Mons altitudinum, altero in membro, est attributum 
montus Sion, easteris circum montibus altioris. Ita- 
ue mons Basan nihil hie ad rem ;. praesertim cum 
e monte Sion ea hoc in psalmo dicantur, propter 

?u» ille mons »t monti Sion longe anteponendus. 
len. XX. 16. Ego dedi fratri tuo.argenti mille pondo, 
erit id tibi pro velaminibus oculorum, seu tui tibi ade- 
vunt,.seu,caeteri quicunque* homines, ne forte te con- 
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cnpiscant. '< UgebsthetHi" verbum pro verbo, 
nam concupiscilibus e» ob tuam pulchriindinem ; 
ex <* necet," Arabic, verbo, ducere uxorem yel ejus 
matrimonium ambire." Do not you tbink this me- 
thod of deducing the sense of Hebrew words from ifae 
present Arabic is precarious? If we knew the precise 
signification which Arabic words bore in the days of 
Moses, and what words were commonly used in that 
early age, there would be surer ground to proceed 
upon. But I apprehend the Arabic language has 
undergone great alterations, and received great im* 
provements, since that period ; that Golius's Lexicon 
is no more the Arabic used in the time of Moses, 
than Johnson's Dictionary is the English spoke in 
the days of Chaucer. 

My best thanks for your plan. I propose to fbl<^ 
low the track of Mr Marshall in his book entitled 
<< The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification.'' You are 
acquainted, I presume, with this valuable piece of 
spiritual and experimental divinity ; This, and Mr 
Erskine's sermons, led me into those notions of faith 
which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. If you have 
that treatise, (Marshall's I mean), I should be much 
obliged for your opinion of it. You ask how Hou* 
bigant reads Gen. xi. 32« Thus, *< Feruntque dies 
Thare annorum quadraginta quinque supra centum.*' 
This, he says, is according to the Samaritan copy; 
and adds : ** Cui scriptioni adhaerendum esse,, uotat 
Sam. Bochartus; aliter enim cum Heljraeo codi 
pugnantia dicturum Stephanum diaconum. Acts vii. 
4. Quod sic probatur : dictim fuit, ver. 26. Thare 
fuisse annorum 70, cum gigneret Abrahamum : In- 
fra dicetur, (cap. xii. ver. 4.) Abrahamum fuisse an* 
norum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan profectus est. 
Ex quo efficitur ut Thare, tempore illius profecti- 
onis, annum ageret 145, atque adeo ut Thare, si qui- 
dem vixerit annos 205, fuerit totos annos 60 huic 
profectioni superstes. Quae cum ita sint, non jam 
intelligitur, quare Stephanus dixeret Abrahamum 
fuisse, mortuo jam Thare, in Canaan profectum. 
Aut fallitur Stephanus, aut statuendum cum Sar 
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codice, non plus vixiss^ Thare, quam annos 145. 
Nam per eum numcjnmi, libri Genesis cum StepbaAo 
discordia conciliatur. — Errorls fentem apemit Bo- 
ebaitiisy iw litera " k^ 100, pro « m" 40, exarata. 
Erroris fons ^ matiifestior, qood in codicibus Ger- 
maniciB litera *« K** pede hoc modo decurtato, " C*' 
fere similis est Uterae " m.** " 

His marginal readying of Exod. xii. 40. is thus :— • 
According to the Samaritan text, ^ ishral bfni 

UMISHN METZRIM INARO CE^OI 6ARO ISHBU ASHBE 

UANUTHM." While he thus translates (for his He- 
brew text is conformed to th^ common standard, and 
only in the translation his corrections are introduced), 
** Cominovatio autem fiHorum Israel, et patrnm 
eorum qui in terra Canaan et in terra iEgypti habi-^ 
tarunt, fuit,'* &(f. In his note on this passage, he 
rafer& the. reader to his prolegomena ; where, after 
he bsEs proved that, by admitting the Samaritan 
reading, dif&cnhiies, otherwise inextricable, are clear» 
ed up and removed, he takes to ta^ Grotius, Le 
Oerc, and Btfxtorf. You will perhaps be willing 
to see his manner, which, on many occasions is like 
the seelerata stnapis^ sharp as mustard. ^ Non^ m,'^ 
commode, inquiebat Grotius, sic expltcatur: £k^* 
Ibjm illud iEgyptiacum dufasse u^ue ad annmct 
430, ex quo I>eud Abrahamo prsesigniMeaVerat la 
qua Grotiatia explicatione Grotium desid^ro. Num 
exiiium erat Egyptiacum, turn cum Deus Abrahamo 
pr»signi£icabQt? Vel cui persuadebat Grotius, Mo- 
sen haec verba, ex quo Deus Abrahamo praesignifi-* 
caverat, cum dicere vellet, omisisse ? Quae verba cum 
sno marte Grotius ; et sacra pagina invita, infereiat^ 
HCsm hoic potius credemus, ut ea v^rba omiserit 
Moses, sine quibus intelligi non posset, imo secum ips^ 
ptignaret, quam Samaritanis,^ quorum diligentia com* 
mon^miFr Judseos scribas fuisse negligentes? Sed au^ 
di^ndus Joannes Clericus. Malim, inquit, tucv^oXoyMt 
in Masoretico codice agnoscere, quam mdrtdatn* 
Vigilas, Clerice, cum hsBc loqueris? Wegas Hebr. in 
volamidd esse mendam, hoc est, efrorem a scribis 
Jodacis pro^BGtam ; eo potius inclinas, at sit ««tr^«A«y<c, 
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gBmia ? £gregiHin profecto indiligentiattr, of Mcttiei 
serifMertt annoe 4dO, cum icnbere d«biiisset aniXM 
f £5, eo praesertinr loco^ in qiio tempera tain diligen* 
ter notat Moses, ut non wK>do annos computet, sed 
ipsikm etiam ponat anni mensem, mensrsque ipsunl 
diem. Quid Buxtorfiuinr dicemas', non modo, ut 
esetcri interpreteafate tergi^emuitem, «ed etiam plane 
m^pOBtem, fiiisaer hie qutdquam a Jvdasis scrifois 
omissiim ? Hetis ta, Baxtorfi t Illamn^ fiiisse Mosis 
i^eripdonem putas, qua Moses Mosi contradicat, et 
aperte mentiri yideatur? Videatur sane, inquit; sed 
nihil quidquam amplius Moseu scripsisse mihi qui- 
dem constat. Quonam igitur pacto, Buxtorfi^ Mo- 
sell cma Mose conciKabis? Non conciltabo, inquit^ 
si non poter<s sed veto in kodiemo cod. Heb. quid- 
qusm addi et aoppleri. Quid ita? Quia, inquit^ 
eodfces Heb. omnes hie c^scfntiunt, et illud addita- 
niigiitum igdorat; Quod si autem scribee alicnjus 
lapsu, vel etiam pluriiim eicfdisset, non pofoislet 
id fieri iff omnibus exemplaribns. Sed Bu^ctorfium 
nunc linrqoimuid, Baxtorfianasque nugas, quoniam 
eass sumus non malto post conftitaturi." I intended 
to have laid before you a specimen of his very boldv 
afid, I fear, rash attempts upon the sacred texts ; but 
these I must defer till I have the pleasure of subscrib- 
ing myself, on another paper, your most obliged and 
truly allSrctionate friend. 



LETTER CXL. 

Dear Sis^-^Hsrswitk I send you the aew edi- 
tion of Tberon and Aspasre. It desires yoar accept- 
ance and your prayers, that it may be ror the praise 
of the glory of Ood*s grace in Christ, and lor the 
edifteation of bis people in Ssltb and holiness. 

You wtlLfind Dialogue xvi. somewhat altered, and 
rendered, I hope, less incorrect than in the former 
editions. It contains the genuine sentiments of my 
heart. But if they recede a hair's-breadth from the 
unerring standard, if they dii^ in one jot or titt' 
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from God'» holy word, in that jot or tittle I most 
earnestly wish the world may not receive Ihem, 
and that 1 myself may have grace- to retract them. 
What you meet with that appears contrary to the 
x^yf vymf «HMi1«yfj»f •(, freelypoint out. This will please, 
this .will profit; and therefore this will oblige, dear 
sir, your affectionate friend, &c. 

P. S.— You wiU permit me to keep your manu- 
scripts a little longer ; one of them, the Scriptural 
Chronicle, a person is transcribing. May the blessed 
Jesus transcribe hi» word and his image on our heart* 



♦ LETTER CXLL 

My poor Fellow-Sinners, — I received a letter 
from you, and should have visited you ; but my health 
is so much decayed, and my spirits are so exceedingly 
tender, that I could not well bear the sight of your 
confinement, your chains, and your miserable cir- 
cumstances, as I can hardly bear the thoughts of 
your approaching execution, and your extreme dan- 
ger of everlasting destruction^ But, because I cajbnot 
come in person^ I have sent you the following lines, 
which I hope you will consider, and' which I be- 
seech the God of all grace to accompany with, his 
blessing.' 

You have been already condemned at an earthly 
tribunal ; you are also condemned by the law of God, 
for thus it is written, *' Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things that are written in the book 
of the law to do them," Gal. iii. 10. If every viola- 
Ition of the divine law exposes you to a curse, what a 
multitude of curses are ready to fall upon your un- 
happy soiils I. And remember this is not the curse of a 
mortal man, but of the great, eternal, infinite God« 
If it was dismal to hear an earthly judge command 

iou to be hanged by the neck till you are dead, 
ow much more terrible to hear the almighty Judge 

* This letter was wrote from Weston-Farell to two conderoned 
malefactors in Northampton gaol, (namelf, James Smart and Joseph 
"^rowDf), abouiUie middle of July 1755. 
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denouDce that unalterable sentence, ^ Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels I" Matt. xxv. 41 • Had you 
committed but one sin, this would have been your de* 
served doom : <^ The wages of sin," of every sin, ^<is 
death," Rom. vi. 23« How mucfaumore (^Uiose ma- 
nifoldsins and multiplied transgressions of which your 
consciences must accuse you. You are soon to sufier 
die punishment of the gallows, and you are liable 
to the vepgeance of the most high God ; for thus 
saith the holy word, ** The wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh- 
teousness of men," Rom. i. 18. If against all and 
every instance of ungodliness, then how much more ' 
against your crimes, which have been of the most 
abominable and horrid kind ! *^ The wrath of God !" 
Tremendous word 4 who knoweth the weight and 
terror of his wrath ?* At his rebuke the rocks melt 
like wax, the earth is shaken out of its place^ and the 
pillars of heaven tremble. How then can you endure 
the fiiriousness of his wrath, and the severity of his 
vi^itgeance ? and that not for a day, a month, or a 
year, but through all the ages of eternity ! Yet this 
is the doom of ** them that know not God, and obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thiey shall 
-be punished with everlasting destruction, from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
flower." What can you do in this distressed con- 
dition ? What, indeed 1 if you had a thousand years 
.to live, you could not atone for one offence. How 
then can you make satisfaction for millions of proTO- 
cations in the space of a few days ? Alas I you are 
lost, utterly lost, in yourselves irrecoverably lost. 
May the God of all power make you sensible of your 
undone state ! sensible that you are upon the brink, 
"the very brink of an amazing, an unfathomable down- 
fall* Perhaps you may say^ Is there no hope then ? 
is the door of heaven sbut> and without any possibi- 
lity of being opened to us? must we sink into un- 
quenchable Durnings ; and is there not so much as a 
twig for us to catch at ? Yes, my poor fellow-sinner 
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^fft^ M not Daly a tw}gf bot a tre^ even th^ ivee of 
\ikf a «Bre support, which, if the Lord enables fou 
to Jay hold, on, . you joiay yet, even yet, be savscL 
Ob I b^ of his wonderful goodnais^ to accompany 
what you are going to read with his Holy Spirit. 

Christ, theallrglorions&in of God, pitied the de» 
plorable case of muAi saoners. He not only pitied, 
but i^QsoWed to succour, and reUeve Ihem. For this 
purpose be came into the world, and was made tram* 
Nay» more, he came into the place, and stood in the 
stead . of ainners. Because we bad broke the com- 
mandroents of the law, he fulfilled them in all their 
perfection. Because we. deserved the punishmoit of 
the law, iie snstamed it in its utmost extnemity . He 
became poor, .and had joot where to lay his head, 
though heavien and eart!h were all his own. He sab* 
minted io scorn and reporoacb, though ali ^the angels 
of God are bidden to worship him. Nay, he was con* 
demned Jto death, the most sfaaraefu) and tormesktiJig^ 
death, far more diameful, and unspeakably mere tor«- 
menting, than the death which you must shortly an* 
desgo. He suffered nnknomrn pangs in his body, ttid 
inconceivable anguish in his aoul, from the indigaar 
tioii of God. In a word, he suffered all that shame^' 
all that torment, all that vengeance, which the a»- 
fuimfaened bibs of the whole world deserved. H&re 
then b your door of hc^e. Sins are borne by Christ ; 
and liKHigh .therq be much iniquity, .there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, 
Rom. viii. 1. Wrath k borne by Christ, so that 
eioners, who deserve eternal vengeance, a^re recoo* 
eiled to God, and saved from wrath thvough him, 
Rom. V. 9, 10. A righteousness ^is wrought by 
Ohnat, a perfect and everlasting righteousness, suca 
as brings incomparably greater honoar to God's law, 
than aS our transgressions bring .dishonoar. By 
all this, he has merited. and obtained a full deli* 
^erance, and a eomplete redemption. Are ydu not 
ready to cry out, O blessed Saviour -I O precious 
r e d e mpti o n 4 What a happiness, if we might be 
interested in this Savionr, and partake of UAs re* 



OF LETTSRS. SS9 

4ei^pt4oa ! Millions of worlds for such a bkwing I 
You ^e!sd not give millions of worlds, no, nor any 
individ^ tbiqg* These Ideasii^ are given freely, 
witbout money, apd without price^ without any de* 
serving qualificatiops in ys. All that are justified^ 
are justified freely through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. But we are unners, vile sinners; 
we have not only nothing good, buttnucfa and griev- 
o|is guilt. The JLiord convince you of this more 
and more ! Yet remember for whom Christ died ; 
he <* died for the ungodly." What says fit Paul ? 
** In due time Christ died for the ungodly," Bom. 
Y. 6.. . He died for the unjust. What says St 
F^ter? ^' Christ hath once suffisred for sins, the 
just for the unjust," 1 Pet. iii. IB. What says our 
Lord hims(df ? *^ Th|b |Son of owat is come to save 
th^t which was Ipst." Are you not ungodly .men ? 
are you not unjust persons ? are you not lost crea^ 
tn^^ ? For such, .even for auch, tha divine Jesus 
died. Wonderful love ! adorable oompassion ! The 
LiOi^d enable you to lay bold on this hope set be- 
ibre you I Perhaps you may say. We are not only 
sippers, but th^ cfijef of sinners. O that yoa were 
ponvi4c^d of tliifi ! To be the .chief of sinners, 
o^J^es yon uiipardiMiable before men; but this is 
no difficulty with Christ, and should be no hinder- 
ance of your cpming.to Christ. Christ's merit and 
righteousness are. ini^uit^. They are as aUe to 
satiaij for a debt of ten .thousand .talents, as for a 
debt of a singlj^ farthipg. Hear wJiat the Scriptures 
saith iipon this subject : " Thift is a faithfiil saying, 
wd worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinn^rs, of whom I am chief,*' 
1 Tim. 1. 15. He came, not to save sinners only, 
but the very chief of sinners. Axkd he is ** able to 
^ve them to the very uttermost" But our sins 
are heinous, they have been often repeated, aod long 
continued in. What «ay8 the apostle? <* The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." Another 
^{pO^Ue declares, " By Jum," by the divinely excellent 
Brcide^n^r, << all that believe are justified from all 

4 
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things:;" from all accusations^ be they ever so inmter- 
ous ; from all iniquities, be they -ever so enormous. 
i^ay, so wonderfully efficacious is the power of his 
death, that, through his great atonement, sins which 
are as crimson, are made white, white as snow, 
Isa. i. 18. But* will Christ vouchsafe his great sal- 
ivation tp us? Hear his own words, << Him that 
cometh to me" for pardon and salvatibn, " I will in 
no wise cast out.'^ Be his guilt ever so great, this 
-shall be no bar. I will not on any consideration 
reject or deny his suit. Only let him come as a 
poor undone creature, and he shall find me willing 
and mighty to save. Nay, he invites you to come. 
These are his grlacious words, << Come unto me, all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden," heavy laden 
with sin and misery, ^< and I will give you rest," 
Matt. xi. 28. I will deliver you from going down 
into the pit; I will deliver you from -the vengeance of 
eternal fire. ..AH your sin shall be upon me, and all 
my righteousness shall be upon you. Go to a ^eat 
■man on earth, beg of him to use his interest in your 
behalf; - he would scorn to take notice of you. Bift 
your dear, t^ider, con^assionate, most condescend* 
ing Saviour, invites you to come to him, and assures 
you lie will not abhor nor cast you -out. Go to your 
earthly jvdge, entreat him on your bended knees to 
pardon you^ He perhaps cannot, must not : the laws 
forbid him. But it is not* so with Jesus Christ: he 
has made a full satisfiiction for sm; he has made 
an infinite atonement for sin ; and were your sina 
ten thousand thousand times greater thui they are, 
before the power of his death they would all vanish 
away ; by the washing of his blood they would all 
be as though they had never been. 

This then shonld be the one desire of your soals, 
your incessant prayer to God, that you may come to 
Christ, that you may believe in Christ, that you may 
be found in Christ : then you will not perish, though 
you deserve it, but have everlasting life through his 
name; then you will have just the same foundation 
fijT your hope, as I must myself have when I shall 
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depart this life. When I shall be sanfinioDed to the 
^reat triBuaal, what will be xny plea, what my de- 
pendence? Nothing but Christ ! Christ, would I f^ay, 
has been wounded for my siiis, therefore they wiJi 
not be ponisbed in me. Christ has fulfilled all 
righteousness in my stead, therefore I trust to be 
joatified when I am judged. I am a poor unworthy 
sinner ; but worthy is the Lamb that was slain, wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was slain, for whose sake I 
shall recrive both pardoning mercy, and everlasting 
glory. This is my only hope, and this is as free for 
you as it is for your friend and fellow-sinner, &c. 

P. S. — What 1 have written, I shall beg of God to 
bless; and will attend you with my prayers, though 
I cannot visit you in person. 
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fVeUon-Faveil, Sept. 10- 1755. 
My dear Friend, — You may justly wonder that I 
have not acknowledged the favunr of your last, long 
before this. Do me the justice to believe, that this 
is. not owing to the* least disesteem of your corres- 
pondence, or any insensibility of your kindness. I 
hope my heart is, though sadly depraved, yet sin- 
cerely grateful ; and I am sure, 1 esteem your letters 
as ti:ea$ures. Though I destroy altoost all I receive, 
every one of yours is preserved. Let me, therefore, 
earnestly beg that you will not follow my example, 
but suffer your letters to be much more speedy in 
their arrival than mine. You would more easily 
excuse me if you knew me. The grasshopper is a 
burden to me. Every blast blows me down, or my 
continual indisposition and inconceivable languors 
pierce through me. I now hang a swelled face over 
my paper; occasioned only by taking the air yester- 
day in my chair, and finding a sharper atmosphere 
than for many weeks I bad been* accustomed to. 
Pray for me, dear sir, that, established in Christ, 
and strong in hi^s faithy 1^ may be looking for, and 
hasten to the coming of the day of God ; when this 

VOL. YI. L 
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poor» enervated, crazy body, will (to the everlasting 
glory of free grace) be made like imto Ofrisfs glo^ 
liouft body* 

I live with my mother and sistar. Our method is, 
every morning at nine, when we breakbst, to read a 
verse or two u'om the Bible, and make it the subject 
of our conversation. The other day, we wei^ reftd- 
ing in Psalm Ixaudv* 4. Immediately a doubt arose 
in my mind, how the fact, which is here affirmed* 
could possibly happen; Could the sparrows and 
swallows build thrar nests, lay their ^gs, and hatch 
their young, on Grod's altar, which* was every morn- 
ing and evening statedly, and I suppose many other 
times in the day occasicmally, surrounded by crowds 
of worshippers, on which the sacred fire was con- 
stantly burning, and which was in a manner covered 
with flame and 'smoke, whenever the sacrifices were 
offered. Now to have birds lay aside all their fear 
of man, their greater dread of fire, and make such an 
altar their house, is strange^ ia scarce credible^ and 
must, if true, be aMraculous. Consulting Hoabi- 
gant, I find he was sensible of the difficulty, and 
solves it, not firom any manuscript, but from his own 
invention, thus : << Nos vero, ne oratio trunca maneat, 
supplemus ante heec duo verba, Ego vero quando 
tandem, tacho verbo, adero ad, quod solet reticeri." 

I have met with other bold strokes in this com- 
mentator, which I want to submit to your examina- 
tion. But these let me postpone, in order to desire 
your opinion concerning the plan of my new work ; 
which, with a weak hand and a desponding heart, I 
.have sketched out, determined to try, (though with 
very little hope of being enabled to execute), rest- 
ing satisfied in this persuasion^ Uiat the issue of 
things is in the hand of the Lord, and he will frus- 
trate Or accomplish) as he knows to be most expe- 
dient. 

The Plan qfthe Supplement to Theroii and Aspasip. 

Pleasure and happineis of Christ's reiigioB ; (for 
I am of the same mind With Mr Marshall in his 
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Tr^tise on Sanot^ontion, nundy, that we iniMt 
partake of the oomforts oi the gospel^ before we can 
praictise the duties of the law.) Theron oppressed 
with fears, on aco^ant of his numerous sids. Dis- 
couraged with doubtSf' on account of his imperfect 
obedi^iice* The cordials of the gospel re-adminis- 
tered, with sooM additional spirit and strength. 
Olyections to assurance of faith, stated, discussed, 
answered. Vital holiness; its nature, necessity, 
excellency. Its grand efficient, the blessed Spirit. 
Its principal inatrument, true faith; mixed with 
which, the Scriptures, the Lord's supper, prayer, 
the divine promises, are powerful and ^fectual 
means ; disunited from which, they are a dead let- 
ter and insignificant ordinances. The evangelical 
principles of holiness, such as, *^ I beseech you by 
the mercies of God-^Ye are bought with a price*— Ye 
are the temples of the living &>d," tec. ; all these 
privileges, though not hereditary, yet indefeasible ; 
or the final perseverance of the believer. Our 
friends part ; renew their correspondence ; Theron 
desires to gl6rify the God of his salvation, asks ad- 
vice concerning the best method of family*- worship, 
educating children, instructing servants, edifying 
acquaintance. On each of these particulars Aspasio 
satisfies his inquiry, enlarges on the subject of edu- 
cation, espedaliy of daughters ; as that seems to be 
most n^leeted, or the proper way of conducting it 
least understood. Letter on the covenant of grace, 
comprising the substance, and being a kind of reca- 
pitulation of the three foregoing volumes. Aspasio 
seized with a sudden and fatal illness ; his sentiments 
and beiiavionr in his last moments. 

I£f dear sir, yoa see any thing in this plan that is 
inopiroper, correct it ; any tiling that is defective, sup- 
ply it; andif any tboiqjhts occur on any of the topics, 
be so kind as to sug^st them. Fray have you ever 
seen a book, lately presented to me, and entitied. 
The Marrow of Modem Divinity, with notes by Mr 
Boston ? If you have seen it, yott will not deny me 



34i^ A tOIXECTIOK 

the satisfaction of knowing your sentiments concern- 
ing it. Yesterday a learned minister (a stranger) 
called upon me, and, among other subjects, we talk- 
ed of that remarkable passage in Isaiah, ** She bath 
receive(f of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." 
What do you think is the exact meaning of the pro- 
phet ? <<'G£K£Lim" is a peculiar word. Houbigant 
translates the clause, <<Postquam pro peccatis suis 
multis dedit Domino dupliees poenas;" and supposes 
the two captivities, Assyrian and Roman, to be the 
double punishment. My pious visitant referred it to 
the satisfaction made by Jesus Christ. I objected, that 
God, not the church, received this. To which he 
replied. That the church receives the benefit of the 
satisfaction; and the expression might be synecdochi- 
cal, the thing purchased for the thing purchasing. 
This interpretation, I fancy, would have been clearer 
and less exceptionable, if he had used the word pu^ 
nishment, instead of satisfaction* Then, as 'Christ 
and the church are one, his sufierings might be called 
hers, and his righteousness is reckoned hers. Vitringa 
gives a future signification- to the verb ^ lakethe :" 
She shall receive, not double punishment, but double 
blessings, agreeably to that doctrine taught by St 
Paul, << Where sin hath abounded, grace shall much 
more abound." I shall be glad of your opinion on 
this point; glad of your assistance in my purposed 
work ; and, above ail, glad of your fervent prayers 
for, dear sir, your obliged and taithful friend. 



LETTER CXLIIL 

• 

Fr delay evening. 
My dear Friend, — As to the matter of defend- 
ing ME, I think non est tanti. I am ten thousand 
tim^s more for your conversing like a Christian on 
every occasion. Take all prop'er opportunities of 
glorifying your divine Master, and be spreading 
abroad the savour of his blessed name. It would 
bring dignity to your character, I am persuaded, and 
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would command reverence even from gainsayers, if 
you was sometimeg to make a frank declaration on 
ibis head) and act accordingly. Do not scrapie to 
bid your patients seek to God for a blessing ; when 
they are recovered) remind them of their obliga- 
tions to the Almighty Physician : they are restored 
to health) not for the poor purposes of eating and 
drinking a little more^ but to acquaint themselves 
with Christ Jesus^ to prepare for eternity, and make 
their salvation sare. This would be truly gracefiil, 
might dp much good; and should any one find fault 
with this practice) he must not pretend to the piety 
of a Christian ; he has not the religion of a Heathen. 
Such a one should remember the conduct, and con- 
sider the sentiments, of your brother lapis. 

Kon hsc huQianis opibus, non arte magiatra 
Proveniunt ; neqae te ^nea, oiea dextera serrat ; 
Major agit Deiu, atque opera ad miyoni remittit. 

ViEQ. Mn, lib. zii. 

No mortal work it tbu ; no cure of inioe ; 
Nor art*8 effect, but done by beads divide : 
*Tis God Mn^BA to the battle sends; 
'Tls God preserves his lifb for greater ends. 

Thanks for your advice about what I recommend- 
ed to your consideration, and about my own health : 
God has been better to me than my apprehensive 
heart expected. O that) so long as 1 have breath, 
it may be employed to his honour, who forgiveth all 
our sins, and healeth all our infirmities, and when he 
heals them not, will make them a blessing. 

Do, my dear friend, persist, in a prudent way, to 
bear your testimony for a Master, who has bought 
you with his very life, and intends to make y<yu par- 
taker of his everlasting kingdom. If this does you 
or yours any real harm, reproach roe with it when 
we shall both stand in the presence of the whole 
world, and before the tribunal of our Judge.-r-Ever 
yours, while, &c. 

P. 5. — You tell me^ that <' your business has lain 
«o wide, and you have been so much hurried tbi^ 
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sickly time, that you have scarcely had a quarter 
of an hour to yourself for these last three wedcs." 
O, my dear friend ! how much soever you may be 
hurried by the distance and the multiplicity of your 
avocations, do not forget to pray for that wisdom 
which is profitable (or usefol) to direct us (Eccl. x. 
10.) even in the smallest matters^ much more in ail 
great and weighty affairs. You who move in so 
conspicuous a sphere, so large a field of action, must 
have very particular occasion, very pressing neces- 
sity for divine direction ; and therefore that impor- 
tant ejaculation, Direct bie, O Lord, should ever 
be uppermost in your thoughts. *< Take ye heed, 
watch and pray f* this is the kind admonition of the 
blessed Jesus, who well knows the human frame, 
and sees how very liable we are to be drawn aside 
by a variety of temptations with which we are daily 
surrounded. 



LETTER CXLIV. 

Dear Sir,-— As the interval between the hour of 
our dissolution, and the day of resurrection, will, in 
all probability, be very considerable, much longer 
than the time of our continuance on earth ; it is a 
very reasonable and important inquiry to examine 
into the circumstances of this state. The Scriptare^ 
our infallible director, which is (so copious upon all 
the grand articles of religion, and) silent upon nothing 
that relates to the true happiness of mankind, has 
not left us without information in this particular: 
Whereas all other writers grope In the dark ; not 
one of them has been able to draw back the curtain, 
or give us (any) the least insight into the invisible 
world ; it is to them, and in all their systems, an ab- 
solute terra incognita. A few of the scriptural dis- 
coveries may be seen in the answer to the following 
queries. 

Istf When the souls, the souls of the righteous, 
depart from the body, by whom are they received ? 
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By boly asgeb* The angels were ministering spirits 
to them in the days of their flesh, and will be their 
guard alid their convoy when they relinquish the 
earthly tabernacle. When Lazarus died, he was 
carried by angels. What a comfortable priTilege is 
this ! not to be left solitary and desolate, like a ship- 
wrecked mariner on some unknown coast ; but to be 
under the guidance and protection of those benevo- 
lent beings I 

2i%, In what place are they lodged ? This is de- 
scribed, not from our ideas of locality, or any pro- 
perties of spacer but from the society and enjoy 
ments. It is not v^y material whether they are 
above or below, in the heaven of heavens (which, I 
think, is most probable) or in some separate mansion. 
A disembodied spirit, if under the wrath of God, 
must every-where be exti-emely miserable; if sur«» 
rounded with his favour, will every-where be exceed- 
ingly happy. To such a spirit, that has no longer 
any conneximi with sensible things, God's smile must 
be heaven, God's frown must be hell. Wherever 
this region lies, we are sure it lies under the beams 
of the Sun of Righteousness ; Christ is there, and 
where he is present, happiness cannot be absent. 
*^ Thou shalt be with me,'' is his promise to the pe- 
nitent thief. Abraham is there, the friend of God, 
and father of the faithful. Lazarus, we are told, was 
earned into Abraham's bosom ; and where be resides, 
where all the children of God and heirs of glory 
dwell, there must be pleasures ; such pleasures, that 
ibe place is called paradise ; ^* Thou shait be with 
me in paradise." The delightful garden of Eden, 
which the Lord himself planted, and which innocent 
man inhabited, was incomparably the finest, noblest 
spot in this sublunary world ; and this is used to give 
lis some faint representation of those blessed abodes, 
where the souls and spirits of the righteous remain 
till the shout of the archangel and the trump of God 
summon them. 

34%, How soon are they lodged in this desirabk 
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situation ? Without delay. I find no mention of any 
intermediate purgation, or of any period for inacti- 
vity and forgetfulness : *< To-day shalt thoir be with 
me," is our Lord's expression ; and it is observable, 
that the Jewish day was very near closing, .when our 
•Saviour gave up the ghost; nearer still when that 
converted malefactor expired. " I have a desire lo 
be dissolved," says St Paul, "and to be with Christ;" 
he speaks of his release from clay, and his introduc- 
tion into the Redeemer's presence, as instantaneous. 
No sooner does the former commence, but the latter 
takes place. What an encouragement is this to fight 
the good fight of faith, and finish our course witli 
alacrity and diligence, since we are not to wait in 
wishful but disappointed expectation ! No, the very 
moment our warfare is accomplished, our reward be- 
gins ! Wliich reminds me of another inquiry. 

4M/y, What is the condition of holy souls, in this 
separate state ? 

i. They r^st from their labours; from all the. dis- 
orders that afflicted their bodies, from all the tempta- 
tions that disquieted their souls. They are no longer 
ridiculed and persecuted by ungodly men. They> 
have no more conflict with the powers of darkness 
and their own corruptions; sin and sorrow cease 
eternally. They are freed, entirely freed, from 
every evil. 

2. They enter into peace. They have then peac« 
with God, peace in their owu thoughts, peace with 
fellow-saints, which passeth all understanding. Peace 
implies a positive happiness. Peace, in the scrip- 
tural language, denotes all manner of blessing, and 
such is its import in the preceding passage. In this 
large extent will it be made good to the righteous. 
When they relinquish the earthly tabernacle, the 
scales of ignorance fall from their understandings ; 
their will is wonderfully conformed to Christ's ; every 
weight drops off from their affections; and their ho- 
liness is exceedingly confirmed. They are honoured 
with nearer approaches to God, they are favoured 
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with clearer manireHations of his glory, they feel 
richer emanations of his love, and are more and more 
transformfsd into his image; every doubt vanishes, 
and they rejoice in the prospect, the assured and re- 
freshing prospect of receiving all the fulness of their 
everlasting felicity. I said fulness ; for though the 
felicity of the soul upon its dismission from mortality 
is great, is high, is to us inconceivable; yet it will 
not be complete till the body is reunited to it, re- 
animated by it. Then that will not only be rescued 
from corruption, but made like unto Christ's glorious 
body, will be dignified with divine approbation, and 
that before the largest assembly of men and angels : 
they will receive a crown of righteousness ; they will 
sit on thrones, and judge the apostate angels ; they 
will then possess the kingdom prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. 

What is said of the righteous may lead us to some 
proper conceptions with regard to the wicked and 
their state : the one is the reverse of the other ; as 
they were quite dissimilar in their life, in their death 
they are equally different. If the righteous are com- 
mitted to the care of benevolent angels, the wicked, 
it is very probable, are abandoned to the insults and 
rage of malevolent spirits. If the righteous are ad- 
mitted into mansions of bliss, the wicked are consigned 
over to the places of horror and torment, where is all 
the misery which is expressed by weeping and wail- 
ing ; all that self-condemnation and anguish, which 
is expressed by gnashing of teeth. If the righteous 
enjoy the calm of uninterrupted tranquillity, and the 
light of perpetual sunshine, the wicked are reserved 
in chains of darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day; wearied by their own ungovernable passions, 
stung by ea^er but unsatisfied desires, haunted by .a 
stem upbraiding conscience. In a word, while the 
righteous are looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and their 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; they are trembling under the 
dismal apprehensions of that dreadful day, when 
Jesus Christ shall be revealed in flaming fire. 

l2 



I add only a remark on that text of St John, to 
which we are so much obliged in this inqnirj, « Bless- 
ed are the dead which die in the Lord," &c. The 
Lord must certainly signify the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To die in him, must, I think, imply dying in his 
faith, so as to be one with him ; interested in his 
mercy, renewed by his Spirit, and conformed in some 
prevailing degree to his image. May this be the 
state of our souls, while we live here, and when we 
depart hence. Then that will be fulfilled, to our un- 
speakable and eternal comfort, which is spoken by 
another apostle, *^To me to live isChrifit, and to die 
is gain.'* I am, dear sir, yours sincerely. 



LETTER CXLV. 

Weston^ Saturday morning. 
My dear Fribnd, — I thought of you in a par- 
ticular manner on Thursday, being the sad anniver- 
sary on which your late excellent lady resigned this 
life ; and at the same time I thought on those tender 
littes, 

Jamque dies, ni fAlIor, adest ; quern semper acerbuiDy 
Semper honoratufSi sic Dii Toluistis, faafaN?bo.* 

Viito. JEa. lib. V. 

I cannot but take notice of the wisdom and piety of 
my favourite poet; he teaches his hero to resolve all 
afflictive and dark dispensations into the gracious 
will of God, and to derive his consolation from this 
belief. Sic Dii voluistis^ is a sort of imitation of the 
good old priest Eli, << It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good." It is not much unlike the ex- 
emplary acknowledgment of the patriarch Job, ^ The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hiith taken away, blessed 
hq the name of the Lord I" 

I am thankful for your present of Vanierii pra^ 
dium Musiicum. It it a very beautiful piece : fini Vir- 
gilio secundusi the most elegant and correct Latin 

* The English of which is, <' Now the d^, if I mislpike not, is at 
hand, which (such has been the will of Heaven) I shall always account 
^ day of sorrow; a day to be honoaNd." 
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compositioii that I have met with among the mo- 
deriM. 

I have no fault to find, and no alteration to offer, 
with regard to the little tract that you submit to my 
correction. But what shall I say to my dear friend 
himself? Oh i what <q>portunities of doing good» 
aubstantial and immortal good, do you lose, do you 
squander away ! Opportunities, that are flying from 
you upon the swiftest wings of time; and when once 
gone, are never to be recovered. I do not so much 
as think of yoiir n^lecting business ; but do let the 
wi^ld see, that business may be managed, great bu- 
siness managed,* and yet Christ and eternal ages not 
forgot. Let men see, that the comforts of Christian- 
ity, the privileges of the gospel, are so truly delight- 
fol, as to be the most effectual sovereign retresfament 
under the fatigues of a burdensome employ. Thus 
doing, you would be a credit and high recommenda- 
tion to religion ; and blessed would you be, if your 
Master, when he cometh, should find you so doing. 
You will excuse my freedom ; and, in return, I will 
not cease to pray, that the ** love of Christ may con- 
strain you," 2 Cor. v. 14. I am, &c. 



LETTER CXLVI. 

Tuesdai/ morning. 
My dear FRiKtrn, — Well might Dr Doddridge 
say, ^* that in Saurin's sermons, the excellencies of 
Demosthenes and Cicero were united." Never did 
I meet with any thiiig equal to the passages which 
the Doctor was so obli^ngas to tran^te, purposely 
to give me some ideas of this celebrated writer. He 
seems to have understood the gospel well, and all the 
powers of oratory were combined in *.him. I dare 
say he preached from his heart, and the grace of 
God accompanied his words. If I have been so 
much affected, merely by this desultory translation, 
how much more should 1 be tranq)orted, was I (like 
you) sufficiently skilled in the French language to 



252 A COLLECTION 

read the onginal itself! Saurin, it seems, was a 
Protestant ; and I am told, that in Holland, where 
he exercised his ministry, the streets were so crowd- 
ed for several hours before the service began, that 
it was very difficult to gain admission. Is it not 
astonishing, that the sermons of so popular a preacher, 
and so eminent a writer, should not as yet have been 
put into an English dress ? But this I presume is 
owing to the difficulty of doing justice to an author 
of his extraordinary genius. 1 am well aware, that 
few are equal to such an undertaking ; but if there 
was a spirited translation of these animating sermons, 
published in weekly numbers, they would be well 
received, and might, through the divine blessing, be 
the means of doina much good to the community, t 

I have been enabled, blessed for ever be God ! to 
perform my office, and preach to a crowded congre- 
gation. ^' Jesus said the third time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me?" was the text. O that it 
may be the power of God to the salvation of the 
hearers I . I hope, my disorder in my head, and pain 
in my teeth, are not increased, though I felt the 
cold air breathe upon my face ; for the church was 
so thronged, that it was not practicable to shut the 
door. O for faith in the Almighty Guardian, the 
Almighty Physician ! 

This, I presume, will find you safely returned from 
London to your own habitation; but though come back 
to your resting-place, yet more and more sensible that 
we are but strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

I hope ere long to see you at Weston ; for I can 
assure you, my dear sir, that amongst the many, 
many friends that dearly love you, no one can have 
a more affectionate regard for you than, yours un-^ 
alterably,. &c: 

LETTER CXLVII. 

Sept. 26. 1755. 
Dear Sir, — I lately received a letter from my 
very valuable friend Mr , an extract of which i 
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here transcribe, as he has made some just remarks on 
Mr Burnham's blamable behaviour, in refusing the 
help of a physician. I believe you can answer for 
me, that I shall never be guilty of that fault; as I 
think altogether with the wise son of Sirach, that 
« the Lord hath created the physician, and that 
such are to be regarded for the uses we may have of 
them. * The Lord likewise hath created medicines 
out of the earth, and be that is wise will not abhor 
them,'' EecPus. xxxviii. 

*< I have," says my correspondent, " been reading 
Bumham^s Pious Memorials, as it was published 
with a recommendatory preface by you, in behalf of 
his distressed widow. The dying behaviour of Dr 
Andrew Rivet, page 212, and Dr Peter du Moulin, 
page 26S9 charms me exceedingly. Every word has 
its weight, and shines like a well-set diamond in a 
ring ; or, as Solomon expresses it, like an apple of 
gold in a picture of lulver. Mr Bumham was un- 
doubtedly an excellent man, but he does not seem to 
come up to these in divine knowledge. Methinks I 
do not so well approve of his refusing the help of a 
PHYSICIAN, page 431, and the slight with which he 
treated such a proposal. It does mdeed shew, that 
he lived quite above the fear of death ; but at the 
same time it shews great weakness of mind. Life 
and health are mercies in the esteem of Heaven ; and 
the dying Christian ought to esteem every thing as 
God esteems it. Suppose such a one desires to die, 
yet still he ought to use every lawful means to live, 
to make the will of God his own, and to be willing to 
continue even out of heaven, as long as his heavenly 
Father pleases. The same weakness of mind appears 
in his desiring his friends not to pray for his life, and 
in his being sorry that they made so much ado, page 
433. Had he requested them to pray for him im- 
portunately, yet in humble submission to the will of 
God, and to be sure to acquiesce in it, whether for 
life or death, methinks it had been better. An ear- 
nest desire of a speedy dissolution has led s6me pio- 
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martyrs, and some dying Christians too, into a mis- 
take, which it is proper to take notice of, but more 
proper to avoid." 

How do you approve of the following method, ip 
conversing with the survivors after the loss of a dear 
child or ^iead ? It is merely a sketch ; yet a doe 
regularity is preserved by the three divisions ; and 
some of the heads in each division are to be enlarged 
upon or omitted, and others added occasionwy. 
The use of such sketches may be seen in the prdhce 
to Mr Richard's ^* Hints for Religious Conversation 
with the Afflieted ;" whose plan, uiou^ some of his 
faints are not sufficiently adapted to the case desoib- 
ed, I highly approve; as it cannot but be serviceable 
to every Christian who is desirous of entering into 
spiritual discourse ; and more particularly to young 
clergymen, who would do well to transcribe, study, 
and improve those hints ; as they are too often at a 
loss how to exhort, admonish, or comfort, as various 
dispositicms and circumstances require. When you 
s^id me your opinion, make such alterations as occur 
to you. 

77ie Consolation, 

Jt is God's will ; who still continues many comforts 

to us. 
His will always wise, good, best. 
We are his creatures. He has a right to lis, as we 

have to our cattle or lands. 
Jt is the Lord's doing. This was the support of Eli, 

Job, Hezekiah. 

The Improvement. 

<< For us men sicken, and for us they die." (Dr 

Young's Night Thoughts). 
To wean our hearts from tbe world. 
7o set oQr afiections there where true joys are to be 

found. 
To excite us with greater diligence to prepare for 

our own great change. 
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Our own Preparation. 

The only preparation is tp secure the favour of 
Christ, and an interest in bis merits, by which we 

. are pardoned and justified. 

A participation of the Spirit of Christ, by which we 
are made fit for heaven. 

1 hope yon remember^ not without a pleasing mix- 
tare oi gratitude and joy, your divine, yet Ueeding 
Lord. I hope you feel a more comfortable trust, that 
your sins are done away through that all-atoning 
blood ; and that you pray with a more steady faith 
for that most blessed Spirit, which was sealed to our 
enjoyment in the holy sacrament, of which we were 
so latdy partakers^ 

1 desire you would enter into some spiritual con- 
versation with the bearer, whom I have recommend- 
ed to you ; you will then see the more than rocky 
hardness of the human heart, and the absolute need 
of prayer, and. almighty grace, in order to make it 
susceptible of saving impressions. I dare say yon 
will draw several useful conclusions from this inter- 
view, though your attempts for his benefit I fear 
will prove ineffectual. 

A gentleman yesterday told a story, well attested, 
which you will be pleased to hear, as it shews in a very 
strong light the use of those passages of Scripture 
which the unthinking are too apt to consider as use- 
less. A certain libertine, of a most abandoned charac- 
t^ happened accidentally to stroll into a church, 
where he heard the fifth chapter of Genesis, import- 
ing that so long lived such and such persons, and yet 
the conclusion was, they died. Enos lived 905 years, 
and he died; Seth 912, and he died; Methuselah 
969, and he died. The frequent repetition of the 
words HE OiED, (notwithstanding the great length of 
years they had lived), struck him so deeply with the 
thought of death and eternity, that it changed his 
whole frame. He attended the remaining part o^ 
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the divine service with the utmost seriousness ; went 
home, and prayed earnestly to God for forgiveness, 
and the assistance of his Holy Spirit ; and became, 
from an infamous libertine, a most exemplary Chris- 
tian. By this chapter we see, how soon youth, health, 
and all worldly delights must end. This, to a worldly- 
minded man, casts a damp upon all these desirable 
things ; but to a soul acquainted with Christ, and an 
affection removed from hence already, no thought is 
so sweet as this. Enos died, Seth died, Methuselah 
died, and (blessed be God for the privilege of death) 
so shall I. It helps much to carry us cheerfully 
through wrestlings and difficulties, through better 
and worse. We see the land of promise near. We 
shall quickly pass Jordan, and be at home* There 
will be an end of the many vexations of this life, an 
end of sin, an end of temptations, nay, an end of 
prayer itself; to which will succeed new songs of 
endless praises. Oh, let us often reflect on what St 
Peter advances, *^ The end of all things is, therefore, 
at hand; be ye sober, and watch unto prayer ;'' 1 
Pet. iv. 7. 

I hope you will well weigh this, and introduce 
spiritual discourse whenever a fair opportunity pre- 
sents. Set your face as a flint amongst the great* 
Establish your heart as a rock; and let nothing, 
npthing divert you from furthering the interest of 
Christ, wherever you yourself have any interest. It 
is like plunging into cold water perhaps at first, but 
afterwards comes a glow all over you. Remember 
what I now say, should you live thirty or forty years 
longer, yet when you come to die, take my word for 
it, you will wish you had conversed more on and for 
Christ. 

I am satisfied from the sacred oracles,, as clear as 
light, concerning the origin of evil. And if any one, 
without having recourse to revelation, can satisfac- 
torily solve that question, erit mihi magnus Apollo, 
My dear friend, let the word of Christ dwell in us 
richly. 
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Thanks for the use of Wharton's and Pitt's Vir- 
gil. All the Syrens sing in his lines, but the joypul 
souKJ> is no \irhere heard. Was the ear of our soul 
tuned arighti there would be more music in this one 
sentence from the King of heaven, *< I have called 
you friends/' (John xv. 15.) than in all the Iliad and 
all the iEneid. I am ever and a£Pectionate]y yours, &c< 



LETTER CXLVIII. 

JVeslOH'Favell^ Sept. 20, 1 755. 
• Dear Sir, — You threaten to put my patience to 
the trial, by a very long letter of scriptural criticisms* 
I shall only reply, O that my patience may support 
all other trials with the same complacency and cheer- 
fulness, as I am persuaded it will support itself under 
this ! Tour observations I very much value, and take 
a singular pleasure in reading. The Lord Jesus enr 
able you to multiply them, and me to profit from 
them I and help us both to love his holy name, ever 
more and more ! 

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to the 
worth, the inestimable worth, of the .present life; 
especially when there is a comfortable prospect of 
being useful in our generation. This state affords the 
only opportunity of doing good to immortal souls. 
The dead serve not their Lord in the work of the 
gospel. The living, the living only, are intrusted 
with the precious office of turning sinners from dark- 
ness to light ; therefore the living should value this 
distinguished prerogative at a high rate. Perhaps 
ypu think that I was the writer of Mr Burnham's lite# 
From a question proposed to me very ^lately by a 
clergyman, 1 fancy that others think the same ;* but 
I neither was the author, nor do I know the author's 
name. 

1 have sent you the third edition of Theron and 

* Mr Hervcy was solicited to write the preface to Burnham's Ffous 
Memorials, which he complied with as an act of compassion to the 
widow, who thought his name might promote the sale of the book for 
her benefit See this preface, Vol. V. 
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Aspasio : you will observe, that I have made some 
alteration in Dialogue xvi. and that I still adhere to 
my first opinion with regard to faith. I assure my- 
self you can bear with me, though I should continue, 
in this particular point, to vary somewhat from your 
way of thinking. I shall be truly glad and thankful, 
if you will examine me with the rigour of a critic, 
and muster up against my doctrine the strongest 
objections you can conceive ; for I do earnestly wish, 
and frequently pray, that not any notion of mine, 
but the holy truth of God may prevail. You will 
also observe^ what advantage I have made of your 
remark on Vitringa's interpretation of Isaiah xxx. 1 8. 
I shall expect your animadversions on Mr Mar- 
shall with eagerness; and though he is my counsellor, 
my comforter, and my favourite, I trust I shall not 
be blind to his faults, nor refuse to see his mistakes. 
May the wisdom of Heaven guide, direct, and teach, 
dear sir, your affectionate and obliged friend, &c. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Weston-FaveU^ Oct. 2S. 1 755. 

Mt dear Friend, — I have received, and am 
very much obliged for your remarks on Mr Marshall's 
treatise of Sanctification. They are truly judicious ; 
and several of them command my assent. You will 
wonder to see, how strongly I have recommended 
this book in the second volume of my Theron and 
Aq>asio. It has been eminently blessed to my own 
soul : there is no religious treatise I read, which does 
me more good. Pray be so kind as to execute what 
you proposed. Shew me how Mr Marshall's method 
may be improved ; for I would gladly tread in his 
steps, on tbb account, as well as on others, that I may 
have an opportunity of acknowledging his mistakes, 
and cautioning my reader. 

Downhame's Christian Warfare, against the devil, 
the world, and the flesh, I will immediately endea- 
vour to procure. 1 should be glad if you would 
oomt out other excellent books. I am sometimes 
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Mked to give a friend or. a studmt a catalogue of the 
moftt excellent anthon, (particularly of i^ligions 
authors). To do this, seems to be a valuable pieee 
of service, especially as it is so unhappily neglected 
by the conductors of our youthful studies* 

Your last paragraph is particularly kind and 
obliging; but however your benevolence may regard 
and represent it, I shall always esteem and acknow^ 
ledge it as a singular favour to reomve your critical 
observations ; in which, as in the threads made of 
stik and gold, there is always a most agreeable mix^ 
ture of learning and devotion« 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the meamng 
of St Paul, 1 Ck>r. ix. 26. v» «r A?^* Dr Doddridge 
trandates the passage thus : << Not as one who is to 
pass nndistinffuidied." » In the same chapter^ verse 
S8. another difficulty occurs, **m^ KvptmmHs mvtm y»mf»m. 

1 Cor. xii. 81 • ZhAwh h rm j^trfuOm m tL^utt^m^ Dr 

Doddridge understands as a reprehension, not as an 
encouragement* He translates the words, ** Ye con- 
tend earnestly about the best gifts ;'' and interprets 
the clause, ** envying, and, it may be, detracting 
from the superior endowments of others*" Is this 
right ? See chap» xiv. 1* I am at some loss to make 
out the propriety of t« tuUt nftt/r ;^iip«7f«^y-Col. ii« 14. 
How is the hand-writing of ordinances said to be 
contrary to us? The ceremonial law, which I tsap- 
pose is meant by ^•yftm^n^ was not contrary to, but 
promotive of the comfort and peace of the Jewidi 
worshippers. The moral law indeed spoke* terror, 
and nothing but terror, to impotent man. But 
the law of sacrifices and washings brought the glad 
tidings of atonement and purification, which must be 
very consolatory. What is the precise signification 
of ^xu<\miy nfMf, wftnixums ? Do they refer to any 
usages customary and current in those times ? 

Let me now submit to your examination, a very 
singular criticism or two of Father Houbigant's. On 
Isa. iL 22. he -says, " Non dubitamus, quin fuerit 
olim scriptum, * hua kesheb benemah bu,' Nam 
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altitudinem flat a dejicit. Homo, cujus spiritus est io 
naribus ejus, est ipse filius hominis, Messias, de quo in 
toto hoc capite vaticinatar Jesaias. Quern Messiam 
Judsei, nisi violare timent, xnonet eos non impune 
lataros. Quia Messias, homo factus, volvit naribus 
ventbs et tempestates, quibus ipsorum et urbem et 
rempoblicam sit eversurus." Again, chap. iii. 10. he 
says, * AMODU zadok :' *< Plerique, post Vulgatuiu, 
dicite justo, qua interpretatione peccant dupiiciter. 
Nam 1. iegttur < zadok,' Justus vel justum, non 
* LEZADOK,' jutto. 2. Parum ad rem terribilibus 
minis, quae antecesserunt et quae sequuntur, inter* 
seritur iste sermo ad justum habitus. Nobis satis 
est < ASEKu' pro * at£bu.' Nerope erat futurum, 
ut Judsei justum ligarent, Romanisque vinctum tra* 
derent" His version is, << AUigant justum, qui bo- 
nus est" You will begin to think that our author 
is extremely fond of the spiritual sense, and desir.ous 
to find Christ or Christian sentiments in every place. 
But he is seldom (however it has happened in the 
aforecited texts) liable to err on this side of the 
question. Hear what he remarks on Isa. xxxiii. 24. 

<* < OiN BETHNES HAHUNESHEB TOM HELAH.' Agitur 

praeda exercitus Assyriorum, post eorum fugam, di« 
videnda inter eos, qui vicinis in locis habitant. Nihil 
ad eam prasdam iniquitas : Nihil etiam ad antedicta, 

3ui habitat in ea* Nam ea, de qua habitatione 
icatur, nescitur. Nihil denique ad rem < ti hel,' 
aegar sum* Non promiserat Deus, nuUos fore in 
r^one aegrotos, aut in lecto jacentes turn, cum 
dividenda esset praeda. Sed omnia plana et com- 
moda erunt, si pro < heleth' legas * belithi,' pro- 
hibitus sum ; si pro < betu bem,' in eis, si denique 
pro < ojn' legas < oden,' praedam suam, < kesha 

KOM HASHEB pom KOLIAH 8HEBEN lASEK LEKUBEL.' 

Non dicet vicinus, prohibitus sum ; populus qui habi- 
tabit apud eos, toilet praedam suam. Quibus verbis 
praenunciatur, praedam de Assyriis fore tantam, ut 
omnes licentiam habituri sint praedandi, et abducendi 
domum praedas suas." 
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Hos. Vi. 5. " * UBEDOH* et cognoscamus. Parum 
commode cognoscamue, abi sequitar, et perseqoa* 
mur cognitionem. Propterea non dubitamus, quin 
Osee scripserit < rekuodah' et conveniamus, ut de- 
inde apte veniat, et sequamur, sive curramus ad cog- 
noficendum Dominum." The next verse he thus 
translates : *< Quid faciam tibi, Ephraimi quid faciam 
tibi Juda, ut adsit vobis misericordia, velut matntina 
nnbesy* et ut res que mane effunditur ? Certe ego, 
quod Tolui, feci prophetis tuis ; interfeci eos per 
verba oris mei, et ex judiciis de te meis lux orietur/' 
He changes < hobetu' into < hesotu.' 

I was not a little puzzled about Jen xviii. 14. 
Houbigant, according to his custom, first alters, then 
interprets ; thus he would read the passage : ** * Ude«> 

* MU KED08 MOM UBME8H01I AM LEBBAKON SHUD** 
SHELEG TOSEK TOZEB GUZELUM.' An deSCrit'Calx 

paetram, vel nix Libanum? An relinquant aquae 
scaturientes defluxus currentium aquarum ?" 

When you have leisure and inclination for critical 
studies, I shall be greatly obliged for your opinion 
on these points ; as 1 am for your very friendly and 
very solid defence of me in the London Magazine. 
May the King of saints prosper the works ($ your 
pen, and return the acts of your kindness into your 
own bosom I Let me once more beg of you to direct 
me to the most Improving books you have met with. 
No longer ago than yesterday a young clergyman, 
• whom I had never seen before, made me a visit, and 
attended a lecture which I gave my parish in Weston 
church on a Wednesday evening, at seven o'clock. 
An amiable gentleman truly ! H^ seems mighty well 
inclined ; wonders that his brethren do not make 
edifying subjects, such as justification, and sanctifi- 
cation, the favourite topics of their pliscourse. Now 
I do not know what more substantial service I could 
do such a person, than to recommend to his study 
some proper books. The tidings therefore of a judi- 
cious evangelical author, with a little sketch of his 
character and distinguishing excellency, might be 
a blessing to others, and a blessing to myself. A 
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faronr, a welcome ikvoar, I am very sure, it woald 
be to, dear sir, your much obliged, and truly a£Eee* 
tionate friend, 8oc. 



LETTER CL. 

Weston-FaveU^ Dec. 19. 1755. 

My dsak Friend, — I beceiysd your last valuable 
favour in due time. I should have made my acknow- 
ledgments sooner, but I staid to get the enclosed little 
pamphlet, * which I want much to have you peruse^ 
and to have your opinion concerning it. There 
seems to me to be much good sense and solid argu- 
ment, much more than, I apprehend, could have 
been produced on the occasion. I read your re- 
marks with great attention, and I humbly trust that 
Oiod will execute the office, and accomplish the bless- 
ing mentioned in the portion of Scripture which gave 
a relish to our breakfast this morninff. 

«< Doth adam hemlamad."— Psidm xciv. 10. 

I read the passage in a small Hebrew Bible with- 
out points; and die first word in the verse seemed 
to me, not << tisbk," but ^ hb-ised,*' which, in my 
opinion, yields the bes^ sense: He that <* made, up-> 
holds, establishes the nations," &c. I have conmlted 
Houbigant, but he makes no alteration. 

Indeed we have need of divine teaching. Amid^ 
the variety of opinions, which evier did, and perhaps 
ever will subsist in our imp^rfisct staite, he only who 
is the wonderfiil Counsellor, possesses the unerring 
due. A letter from Dunfermline in Scotland, re- 
ceived by the last pc^t, and written by a stranser, in- 
forins me, that upon the doctrine oi sanctilcation 
there is a standard book; and this standard book, 
he adds, is Mars}iairs Gospd Mystery. Mr Moses 
Browne telk me^ he is publishing a IttUe piece of 
poetry, entitled Percy Lodge, the Duke of Somer- 
set's seat; [wi!Ote at the desire of the late duke and 
duchess, in the year 1749. Had th^ hved, poor 

* A little pamphlet on the Marks and Evidences of Faith, wrote by 
Mr Cudworth of Norwich. 
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Browne would have met with the encouragement he 
deserves. They loved him, and fully intended to 
have served him.] When it makes its appearance, 1 
will desire you to accept of a copy. I am, &c. 



LETTER CLI. 

Dbai^ , This letter will come to your hands, 
.as the blessings of the everlasting gospel are offered 
to our souls, without money and without price. 

Be under no concern about the report yon men- 
tion; it gives me not one moment's uneasiness. We 
have acted, I trust, as faithful stewards of our Mas- 
ter in heaven; and if he approves,. how very insig- 
nificant is the censure of men I And what, ah, what 
is a little misrepresentation, or a few lashes from tat- 
tling tongues, compared with those cruel mockings 
which our divine and dying Redeemer bore I 

You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor Pe- 
ter's condition, when our Lord addressed him with 
that tender rebuke, << O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt ?" Wh^dfore indeed do we 
doubt ? Is he not an all-sufficient Saviour? Is not 
his death a ccmiplete atonement, sufficient to take 
away the sins of a whole world ? Is not his righ- 
teousness a perfect righteousness, able to justify even 
the most ungodly? Does not his Godhead impart an 
infinite dignity to both ? rendering them more power- 
fill to save than millions, unnumbered millions of 
sins are to detstroy ?' 

. Is he not a willing Saviour ? How willing was 
Josqph to give the good of the land of Egypt to his 
aged father ! How willing was Jcmathan to screen 
his beloved David from Saul's wrath ! How willii^ 
is an indulgent parent to deal out bread to his hun« 
gry child ! Equally willing, abundantly more will- 
ing is Christ to give himse& to our souls, to recon- 
cile us to his Almighty Father, to fit us for his king- 
dom, and take us to nis glory. A parent does not 
chuse to die for bis child ; Jonathan never spilt his 

8 
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blood for David, nor did Joseph lay down his life for 
that good old man Jacob. But this, all this, the 
Lord Jesus Christ freely undertook, freely underwodt 
for us. What could he do more to assure us of his 
love ? Let us contemplate the story of his bitter, 
bitter passion. Let us view him prostrate, in an 
agony of sorrow, on the cold ground ; extended, with 
racking torture, on the accursed tree ; laid, all pale 
and mangled with wounds, in the gloomy sepulchre; 
And sure we shall have a stronger proof of Christ's 
willingness to save us, than the testimony of ten 
thousand ministers preaching on earth, or of ten 
thousand angels speaking from heaven. 

Is he not a faithiiil Saviour ? Having loved his 
own, he loveth them even unto the end. As his 
•eyes never slumber, nor sleep, so his care for his 
people is never intermitted; he has written their 
names on the palms of his hands, and their eternal 
interests are ever before him ; he will never, never, 
never leave nor forsake them; no, not in any cir- 
cumstance, .nor on any account. They are his pe- 
culiar treasure, and the ransom of his own dear life ; 
they are the recompense for all his sufferings, and 
are to be the jewels in his mediatorial crown ; there* 
fore they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck 
them out of his hand. Neither life, nor death, nor 
things present, nor things to come, shall be able to 
separate them from his love, from his bosom, from 
his heart. ** Happy art thou, O Israel I who is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord ? who is the 
shield of thy help, and the sword of thy excellency. 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms ; surely then thou mayest dwell 
in safety," Deut. xxxiii. 27, &c. Are we unworthy 
sinners ? We readily own it, and oh that we may 
deeply feel it ! But did not Christ chuse to converse 
with publicans and sinners? Did he not come to seek 
and to save that which was lost ? The same spirit 
which actuated him on earth, he retains now be is 
exalted into heaven ; let not therefore our deplorable 
vileness be our hinderance, but our incitement to 
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apply to the ever*gracious Friend of sinners, indeed) 
if we were- not sinners, we should not be proper ob*- 
jects for the Saviour. «« They that are whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick :" for such he 
made his soul an o£Pering, and for such he brought 
in everlasting righteousness : be makes intercession, 
not for the righteous, but for transgressors; and 
those that are afar off, in rebellion and upostasy, are 
brought nigh ; ni^h to God, and home to heaven, 
by the blood of Qirist. 

May these considerations sink into our hearts, and 
be made the seed of a livelv, growing, and joyful 
faith ! And " may the Lord direct" us both (as we 
both groan in this tabernacle, and are burdened) 
<< into the love of God, and the patient waiting for 
of Jesus \" when this languishing, this corruptible 
body will lie down in peace, and rest in hope ; and 
the soul, delivered from every conflict, cleansed from 
every stain, will be ever, for ever with the Lord. 
Amen and amen, says yours, &c« 



LETTER CLIL 

Weston-Favellj Dec* 15. 1755. 

Mt dear Friend, — I return you my best thanks 
for sending me a copy of so smact and sensible a 
letter, which came to me very a-propos; and which 
I think is so likely to do good in this disputatious 
age, that I wish it was printed in some of the maga- 
zines and public papers. I am much obliged to you 
for your kind caution against my being drawn into 
a controversy, particularly by the very warm and 

overbearing mr , who is now grown impatient 

of the least contradiction, and far from being a de- 
sirable companion or correspondent. 

Controversy is as much my aversion as it can be 
yours; for where that begins, religion too often 
ends ; and I shall not enter the lists, 1 promise you, 
with any one, unless I am absolutely necessitated to 
it. But if I am compelled to appear in print on 

VOL, vx. M . . 
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such an ocoafflon, I shall endeavour to pay due re* 
gard to Solomon's excellent advice, viz. << A soft 
answer tumeth away wrath, but grievous words stir 
tip anger/' Prov. xv. 1. Instead of exasperating my 
adversary by cutting reprehensions, I will, if posai* 
ble, constrain him, by a candid and respectful treat* 
ment, to moderate his temper; and, by a coercive 
propriety of arguments, persuade him to relinquish 
such tenets as I think erroneous. 

God grant that I may never behave with an inde* 
cent resentment, how great soever may be the provo- 
cation of my gainsayers; but that, in all my writings 
and conversations, I may avoid the hasty spirit, lest 
I injure my own peace of mind, and disgrace my 
profession as a Christian and a minister. 

It is a rule with . me always to speak well of the 
good qualities even of bad men, especially when 
others are censuring them with an unmerciful se* 
verity ; and I could wish that every controversialist 
would learn samuch candour, as to put the best con* 
struction on his opponent's book, and to embrace 
what was in general good in it, however he might 
doubt or censure some particular opinions of the 
contending author. 

To live peaceably with all men, is my earnest de- 
sire and my daily prayer; and in order to do this, I 
am more and more convinced of the necessity of can- 
dour, humility, and a conscientious regard to the 
example of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I 
am, my dear friend, afiectionately and inviolably 
yours* 

A copy of the lettef' abeve-'tnentioned, never before 

printed. 

Dear Sir, — I have a strong and settled aversion 
to all matter of dispute, in things that relate to a 
message of perfect peace and loVe. The kingdom 
of. God is no more opinion, than it is meat and 
drink; and argumentation can have little to do^ 
where a new heart, and a right spirit, is the business 
or work to be performed. 
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If we prevail in our disputes, (though I believe 
there is not a single instance in which either of the 
aotaji^onists ever condescended publicly to own him* 
self in the wrong), our adversaries then become baf- 
fled worldlings ; if they prevail, then they become 
worldlings triumphant When we deal much in dis- 
putes, we soil our souls, and endanger the temper 
of meekness and love^ which we are so frequently 
enjoined to cultivate, and which are the very badge 
of Christianity. 

As for amicable disputes in religion, it is .as 
errant cant as an amicable suit at law. A dispute 
about the sacrament as naturally removes the mind 
out of its state of perfect charity, as a quarrel about 
a whore. The subject alters nothing; it is the tem- 
per of mind wherewith we handle these matters that 
defiles the man; and it is morally impossible to 
meddle to any purpose^ without having the mind 
disordered* 

St Paul wasplainly of the same opinion, when he 
wrote thus to Timothy ; <* If any man consent not to 
wholesome words, evep the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness, he is proud, kpowing nothing, but doting 
about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh 
envy, strife, railings, and surmises, perverse disput- 
ings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such 
withdraw thyself;" 1 Tim. vi. 3 — 5. 

This is the constant case of all the disputers in the 
gospel itself. The more they argued, the further 
they were always from the point; insomuch that 
even those who are said tO' believe on Christ, at the 
beginning of the chapter of dispute, before the end 
of it take up stones to cast at him. 

In short, till a man be a Christian in some mea- 
sure, he has neither ability, nor any right in nature 
to talk about it. It is more absurd than a contrp^ 
versy between a fish and a fowl, about the best and 
most, commodious element to breathe in. 
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. The peace and purity of our owo minds, is of more 
value than of every other endowment. For my dwn 
part, I had rather be able to bear patiently the nick- 
name of fool, or madman, than to become famous 
for all the wisdom and prudence which the world 
knows how to commend and esteem. 

In this poverty of spirit, I would heartily entreat 
all my friends earnestly to seek after that love and 
peace, which is only to be found in the face or siniii- 
litude of our dear Master, the Lord Jesus Christr 
The'want of this most amiable and Christian dispo- 
sition in some eminent professors, for I never ad-* 
mired a rough and boisterous zeal, has often startled 
and chagrined him who is, dear sir, yours very sin- 
cerely, R..W. 

P. S. — We may talk what we will about religion, it 
is nothing less than a divine temper. What is short 
of this is prating about religion, and that is alL I 
meet with many doctrinal Christians, who are very 
dabs at chapter and verse, and yet very bond-slaves 
to earth and self. Spiritual Christians (which are 
the only true ones) are almost as scarce as phoenixes. 



LETTER CLIIL 

Saturday tnornifig. 
Mydear Friend, — Let me exhort you to live as 
on the borders of eternity, and often to reflect where 
the late fall from your horse might have hiirried 
you. • Eternity is at hand. « He that cometh will 
come, and will not tarry." O that your soul may 
prosper I for without that, what are all the riches, 
pleasures, and honours of this earth ? But it cannot 
prosper, unless the world be under foot, and your 
affections fixed on Jesus. What .besides him, my 
dear friend, deserves a thought ? And how tenderly 
has he dealt with us, notwithstanding all our ingra- 
titfide and provocations? I can say no more than I 
Jiavesaid to you; but I pity you, anid I pray foi:. 
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you» that voq may conqner this fear of roan. I wish 
you would every day, for the next month, read some 
part of Professor Franck's Nicodemus, or, The 

Fear of Man. Dr told roe he had a great re* 

gard for you, and wished you would set your face as 
a flint ; exert your lively talents to promote the gos- 
pel, and confess the Lord Jesus boldly before men 
on every proper occasion : and when they talk ob- 
scenely, or take the Lord's name in vain, you ought 
genteelly to reprove them, or leave the company. 
This would be acting like a Christian ! But while 
you are thus silent, meally-mouthed, stand so much 
upon your politeness and have such a fear of being 
censured by worldly-minded people, you may take 
my word for it, you will do very little good, and be 
a stnmger to the comfort and peace which others, 
who stick closer to Christ, daily experience; that 
comfortable peace of God, which (as Archbishop 
Seeker finely observes, page 132 of his Nine Ser- 
mons) is that sense of being in friendship with him, 
that feeling of comfort and joy flowing from him, 
which passeth all understanding ; exceeds the con- 
ception of those who have not experienced it, and 
will exceed hereafter the present conceptions of 
those who have. Adieu, my dear friend. Think 
well on what the Archbishop has so pathetically des- 
cribcld, and then meditate on this alarming text, and 
reconcile it with your own pusillanimous conduct, 
which you miscall prudence: ^' Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with his holy angels," Mark viii. 38. Once 
more, adieu I Remember that this is the declaration 
of the Lord who bought us with his blood, and suf- 
fered the unknown agonies of crucifixion to save you, 
and yours very sincerely. 

P. S. — When people come to visit me, they expect 
to hear of Christ ; and few come to Weston but those 
to whom such discourse is agreeable, nor do I desir 
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the company of any others. Talking of Christ is my 
touchstone, to see whether a person is worth my 
acquaintance. If you was once to take this method^ 
you will tell me, perhaps, that such and such a one 
will abuse you, and all the principal gentlemen will 
ridicule and forsake you. And what then? You 
are much better without them. In their stead you 
will have the esteem and friendship of those who 
love our Lord Jesus in sincerity ; and Christ him- 
self will be in the midst, who has laid up for you« 
and all such as love his appearing, a crown of righ* 
teousness. Has this consideration no weight with 
my dear friend ? Do not let me tv>p]y to yon what 
saint Paul says of Demas to Timothy, chap. iv. 10. 
<^ Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 
world." Read the cxixth Psalm, and see whether 
you and your worldly-wise company have the spirit 
of the Psalmist.. He, though a king, delighted to 
talk of God. He not only talked of him, observe, 
but delighted to do it; and it was pain and grief to 
him to forbear. Psal. xxxix. 3. 
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Saturday morning. 
Dear Sir^ — In reply to your question, " Why so 
many learned and very clever men in all worldly 
affairs, should treat religion with so much indifie- 
rence, and remain unaffected by every argument that 
can be urged to rouse them from such a state of de- 
lusion ?" I send you my opinion in a few words, viz. 
" Because they do not pray for the assistance* of 
the Holy Spirit." And I send you an answer more 
at large, extracted from a book of the celebrated Dr 
Bates, which I was lately reading, entitled, <* The 

SOVEREIGN AND FINAL HAPPINESS OF MAN, with the 

effectual means to obtain it."f 

* See Christ's own words, Luke zi. 1^. which the generality of 
mankind disregard ; no wonder, then, the world should lie so much ki 
dnrknesB, and be thus dead to vital religion. 

f See Dr £ates*s Works, folio, p. 466. 
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'<< The efficacious inflaencey'' says the Doctor, << of 
^e Holy Spirit, is requisite to change the will, 
tliat, with a free and full consent, oua will 0197 
desire and prosecute the spiritual, eternal good. 
Without this, the conviction of the mind is not 
powerful enough to convert the soul from the love 
of the world to chuse heaven. There may be an 
enlightened conscience without a renewed heart. 
Though the judgment assents that Ood is the 
supreme good ; yet till the heart be circumcised, and 
the sensuality of the affections taken away, divine 
love (which directs our life to God as our blessed 
end) can never possess it. 

^ <* If men had a sensible and strong assurance of 
the eternal state hereafter; if all those who lived 
godly in a visible manner ascended with Elias to 
heaven ; and if all who continued in their sins visibly 
descended into hell (as Corah and his company were 
swallowed up alive by the earth before the Israelites) ; 
if men could hear the joyful exultations of the saints 
above, and their high praises of God ; then hear the 
desperate cries and deep complaints of the damned ; 
nay, if one, according to the desire of the rich man, 
was sent from, the doleful regions below, and with 
his fiery tongue should preach a sermon on those 
torments, not describing them at a distance, but by a 
sensible demonstration in himself; yet this alone 
would not be sufficient to draw off men's hearts from 
the deceitful and transitory happiness of this world, 
and to fasten them on the perfect jand eternal happi- 
ness in the next. Indeed, they could not then in- 
dulge their vices so securely ; but yet they would be 
strangers to the life of God, such an inveterate aliena- 
tion of heart is in men from real holiness : for till the 
quickening Spirit of God (by a directing persuasive 
light, that represents the truth and goodness of spi- 
ritual things) transforms the soul, and makes it spi- 
ritual in its valuations and affections, it is inwardly, 
averse from graceiand glory. . 

«* How earnestly therefore ought we all to pray 



372 A cOLLEcrioK 

that this Holy Spirit may direct our hearts to the 
love of God) and to the patient waiting for of Christ 
Jesusy when he shall come to be glorified in his 
iaithfiil servants, and admired in «11 them that be* 
lieve !" ' 

In another place, Dr Bates expresses himself in 
these very momentous terms : ^< Worldly men, when 
death is near, are not so much affected with the loss 
of the crown of glory, and the kingdom of heaven, 
as with their leaving the present world, and its 
vanities. This makes death intolerably bitter* In 
short, till the love of God inflames and purifies the 
heart, the fruition of his glory is not esteemed nor 
desired." 

Your question will be still further answered, by 
considering thoroughly two tracts, wrote by Pro- 
fessor Franck ; one of which is entitled, A short In- 
troduction to the practice of the Christian Religion ; 
and the other is entitled, Nicodemus, or, A treatise 
against the Fear of Man ; wherein the causes and sad 
effects thereof are briefly described, with some reme-* 
dies against it, dedicated to the honourable society, 
for rerormation of manners. 

And now having mentioned Professor Franck, 
and his treatise against the fear of man, I cannot con- 
clude without observing, that I think him one of the 
most eminent Christians, and most extraordinary, 
men I ever heard of, as his Pietas Hallensis, which I 
read with admiration and deep humility, sufficiently 
demonstrates ; and had I been a member of the so-, 
eiety for reformation of manners, when the dedica- 
tion of bis Nicodemus had been presented to them^ 
I should have made a motion to have had an hun- 
dred pounds expended in a proper distribution of that 
most important book, as there can. be no material 
reformation till the fear of man is removed ; and as 
nothing can be better calculated to extirpate such 
fear, and promote all the other laudable ends of th^ 
society. I am, dear sir, yours, &c^ • .; 
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, P. S. — The title of the book I recommended to 
your son, please to tell him, was Henry's Pleasant- 
ness of a Religious Life. The author designed it par- 
ticularly for young people ; and in my conversation 
with them» 1 generally mention it. Indeed, I am. 
the more solicitous of having it put into their hands, 
as they are too apt to look upon religion in a gloomy 
view, considering it as destructive of every enjoy- 
ment* • 
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Weston^ Favelly Feb. 22. 
My DEAft Friend, — The three volumes of The- 
ron and Aspasio desire you first to accept them, then 
freely to animadvert upon them ; ai\d above all, to 
implore the blessing of God for them. I think, 
when people's sentiments differ so excessively as Mr 
■^ *s and mine^ it is best to be at a distance. 

may we all be kept close to our divine Head ; and, 
in a little time, that which is imperfect will be done 
away. We shall see him as h6 is, and know as we 
are known. I hope you prosper in your health, 
and are blessed in your ministerial labours. The 

book you inquire after, which Mr saw in my 

3tudy window at Weston, and described to you as 
a well thumbed Lilliputian of two or three. inches 
high, was written by one Mr Bogatzky, a German ; 
in which language it passed nineteen editions, from 
which it is now translated, and entitled, ^ The 
Golden Treasury for the Children of God, whose 
treasure and hearts are in heaven ;" containing 
select texts of the Bible, with practical observations 
in prose and verse, for every day in the year. It is 
pretty well thumbed, for there is rarely a day passes 
that I do not make use of it ; and particularly when. 

1 am so languid as to be incapable of attending t6 
my usual studies. The author very properly calls it 
<« A Golden Treasury for the Children of God," 
wl^o esteem the word of God more than gold, aiud 

m2 
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much fine gold, and from which they may be daily 
supplied with* proper advice and relief in all manner 
of spiritual necessities, as thousands have happily 
experienced already. The verses are elegant, and 
edifying on most of the subjects ; and it was his ear- 
nest desire and prayer, that the Lord, in his infinite 
goodness, would please to bless his endeavours to 
the good of many souls, and to the glory of bis holy 
name. Mr Bogatzky observes judiciously, that it 
is not to be expected that a performance of this 
nature will suit the taste of those who unhappily 
mistake mere outward morality for true Christianity, 
and go no farther than natural reason and strength 
will carry them : but such as either have, or desire 
to have, a real experience of the kingdom of God in 
their souls, will find much in it to the awakening, 
comforting, and encouraging their hearts in the right 
way. 

That we mdy know, and ever continue in thiat right 
way, is, my dear friend, the frequent and ardent 
prayer of your affectionate brother in Christ. 



LETTER CLVI. 

Wednesday morning* 
Dear Sir,-— The grievance you complain o^ is, 
like many other grievances, irremediable ; for, ac- 
cording to the old proverb. What is every one's 
business, is no one's. It is the same in numberless 
instances. How many turnpikes are erected, where 
the money taken will scarce defray the expense of 
the gates ; and where the roads neither are, nor ever 
will be mended, and consequently they are nuisances 
instead of benefits ? yet our nobility and members of 
parliament pass frequently through such turnpikes, 
complain of the grievance, but take no pains to re- 
dV^ss it And even in an affair of the highest conse- 
<}uenGe, how negligent is the community ? I mean, 
in the long expected reformation of our Liturgy ; in 
which, excellent a^ it is upon the whole, there are 
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tome passages so justly exceptionable, that every 
bishop in the kingdom will tell you he wishes to 
have them exp^ngea ; and yet, 1 know not for what 
political or timid reasons, it continues just as it did. 
Had oar first reform^^ been thus indolent, we still 
had been papists. Our laws are daily complained 
of, and might most certainly be abridged to the 
great benefit of the nation ; this is allowed by every 
individual ; but the parliament, you see, will not 
exert themselves in bringing this important afiair to 
pass. 

I have often wondered, that in this age of iiumani- 
ty, (for such with all its faults it certainly is), while 
infirmaries are erecting in difierent parts of the king- 
dom, public bridges building, and large collections 
making for charitable uses, there should be no socle* 
ties established for redressing grievances. To found 
such kind of societies, would be truly laudable and 
highly beneficial. May God of his injSnite goodness 
and unerring wisdom, put it into the hearts of the 
active, the benevolent, and the powerful, to set in 
good earnest about theMnstitution of societies for 
the redressing our grievances ; some for public, and 
others for private grievances. Were such once 
established, what a world of good might be done ! 
Then the fatherless, the widow, and the injured, 
would have- substantial friends always at hand, who 
would rescue them from their oppressors, by taking 
them under their own protection, and defending dieir 
caiue out of the subscription fund. From these funds 
likewise, the expense of procuring useful acts of 
parliament, or of getting ineffectual ones amended 
or repealed, might oe defrayed. 
. I know you will be pleased to hear that Mr «»«— 

has lately wrote very seriously to Mr about his 

religious concerns, and pressed him strongly << to 
DETERMiKE (as his expression was), and set about 
religion in good earnest.*' " Prfty> dear sir,^' said he 
in one part of his letter, ** take care, and do not 
hurry away life. Give that affair a serious thought ; 
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I am sure it is worth it. I wish you well, (sorry am 
I to say I think) better than, perhaps you wish your- 
self. I should be glad to be mistaken. Would to 
God I couid persuade you resolutely to fall in lo¥e 
with religion, and espouse its cause with all your in- 
terest, and with all your might. Was that once vad 
thoroughly to be the case, what an instrumenJt might 
not YOU hcy in the hand of God, to rouse men from 
their lethargy ; to animate them in the : pursuit of 
their own eternal welfare; and to encourage their 
zeal for that of others ? Oh ! sir, a man with your 
capacity, your fortune, your opportunities, what 
could there be too. hard for him, except himself? By 
. your irresistible arguments and spirited behaviour, 
you knock down others on every occasion, and carry 
almost every point yoii undertake ; why do not you 
knock down yourself? Aude sapere^ incipe. 

^' What conscience dictates to be doiie,. 
^ Or waros you not to do, 
This, 98 your bell, with horror shun^ 
That,, as your heaven, pursue." 

PopE*8 Untversal Prayer. 

In another part of his letter he thus interrogated 

Mr • ** Will not every 'wise man frequent^ ask 

himself some such questions as these? Am I, or am 
I qot in the right road ? How long shall I halt 
between two opinions ? Is not to-day certain, and 
to-morrow uncertain ? Am I ashamed of being reli- 
gious ? Have I courage to stand it out against God 
and not against the world ? Do I take proper care 
of my children's religious principles? If I destroy 
^ myself, shall I destroy my offspring too, and eter- 
nally ?" 

Towards the conclusion he added, "You have re- 
commended several books to me, let me recommend 
Rymer's Representation of Revealed Religion to you; 

though, if I was to advise Mr , it should not be 

TO READ, but TO DETERMINE ; resolutcly and unal- 
terably TO DETERMINE to be a religious man. You 
want no instructions, and the time of life with you 
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is gone a great way. Some people, I can tell you, 
suspect you for a Deist ; if you are so, I then ask, 
Do you act devoutly on your own principles ? Do 
you pray to God daily ? This every Deist will allow 
to be necessary ; and, till you have habituated your 
mind to prayer, I shall have little expectations of 
doing you that important service, which you must be 
sensible by my writing this letter I am very desirous 
of doing, as far as in me lies. The rest must be left 
to a superior agency, I mean the operation of God's 
Holy Spirit on your heart." 

No answer has yet been returned by Mr to this 

letter. I believe he is puzzled how to act. He cannot 
veil pass it by in silence ; and to give any thing under 
his hand on so interesting a subject as religion, will 
be to a mah of his turn very ineligible. 

You see by the papers, that our great wit is dead. 
Is it not a little remarkable, that so long before his 
^ath he should be deprived of his senses ? deprived 
of them at the very time he was about writing a most 
pernicious book, which, I am told, he intended to 
have published with this ludicrous title, viz. " The 
Memoirs of the Rev. Mr Jepht^ia Quixote, Saint- 
Errant ; the true and undoubted son of the fenowned 
Don Quixote, Knight- Errant ; who inherits all his 
father's virtues." The design of which was to bur- 
lesque tilings sacred, and to set in a ridiculous light 
some of the most exemplary Christians, under the 
notion of saint-errantry. This would have been, a 
most malicious piece of wit ; and being the produc- 
tion of so celebrated a'^enius, would have spread like 
wildfire^ pregnant wi£ infinite mischief; for, as 
Horace has justly remarked, 

*< For ridicule shall frequently prevail, 
And eut the knot when graver reasons fail. 

Francis* Har^ 

- When you reflect on this and other attempts to dis- 
courage good men, and to render religion contemp- 
tible in the eyes of worldlings, are you not apt to say 
with the Psalmist, « The Lord that dwelleth in heaven 
shalljaugh them to 6«corn ?" PsaL ii» 4. He, th'^ 
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unseen, directs the whole by his wise providence ; 
tarneth men's hearts as seemeth good unto him ; and 
in his hands are the appointments of life and death. 
To his guidance and to his protection I commend 
you, my dear sir, and yours very sincerely. 



LETTER CLVIL 

Weston, 1756. 
Dear Sir, — I confess I am covetous, and) like 
covetous people, unreasonable; I was in hope of 
receiving another favour from your pen, before I 
troubled you with a fresh solicitation. But an affair 
has lately, happened, or rather a project has started 
in my mind, which 1 will lay before you. On Sun- 
day last a neighbouring clergyman sent ine for my 

perusal, a sermon preached by Dr T , before the 

House of Commons, on the late^ public fast. When 
I perused it, and saw not a single mention qf Christ, 
nor a single hint of an evangelical nature, I was sur- 
prised and grieved ; and so much the more, as it was 
preached by one of the most celebrated divines in 
the kingdom, and before the whole kingdom con- 
vened in their representatives. I thought it was a 
pity, that -such a notorious slight, put upon our most 
glorious Redeemer, should pass without animadver- 
sions. I could not forbear wishing that the Lord 
would enable me, even me, (the least and weakest in 
my heavenly Father's house), to bear my testimony 
for Jesus who was crucified. I therefore conceived 
some thoughts of publishing a sermon preached .at 
Weston, upon a subject somewhat similar to his ; for ^ 
though mine is designedly plain, and destitute of the 
polite Doctor's embellishments, yet it has more of 
Christ and his gospel. I also apprehend, if to this 
were prefixed or subjoined some remarks upon the 
Doctor's performance, it might not be unseasonable 
nor unprofitable. Now, my dear friend, if you ap- 
prove the design, would you draw up some remarks 
upon the Doctor's discourse, while iL am endeavour- 

* Th« public lost an Eebniary 1 756. 
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• 

ing to retrieve my sermon from a few hints, which I 
happened on that occasion to pat down in short- 
hand P I will own to yo«9 my heart almost trembles 
at the prospect of appearing in print against so emi« 
nent a man. And if you do not think it proper to 
be my helper and abettor, I mast drop the design. 
May the Lord Jesus, whose honour is concerned, 
whose blood and righteousness, whose spirit and 
grace have been disregarded, and treated as ciphers ; 
may he direct your determination, fructify your in- 
vention, give you all knowledge and all utterance ! 
What think you of this method of proceeding? 
Making, remarks upon the evangelical passages ; 
pointing out the places where an opportullity offered 
of, enlarging upon gospel topics ; exemplifying this 
gospel manner, and shewing that it would be no pre- 
judice, bat give infinite, weight and force to the ar- 
mament. But I leave all to the blessed God, and my 
dear friend. Your last, I think, is a most masterly 
piece of controversy, for which I am your debtor. 
May you now be enabled to outdo yourself. The 
subject and the occasion are of the last importances 
if you are inclined to exert yourself, pray let it be 
in the courtly manner. Your last pen was dipt in 
vin^ar, let this be dipt in oil. 

My sermon was on that text, Ezek« xviii» 27. I 
shall wait, with incessant prayer to him whose name 
is WonDfiRFUL, Counsellor, till I receive your 
answer ; and am most affectionately, yours, &c. 
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[Mr Her? ey*s friend^ on considering the proposal in the preceding 
letter, vrrate the following, and addreued it to Dr T ■ , the 
preacher of tlie fast sermon in 1756, on Jer. iviii^ 7, 8. It is here 
printed, as the obeerrations therein contained may possibly be in 
some measure productive of the good which Mr Hervey intended 
by such like remarks.*] 

• Reverend Sir, — Some time ago was put into 
my hands a sermon of yours, on Jer. xviit. 7, &; 

* See Preface t» the Letten, YoL V. 
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preached before the honourable Hoase of Commons 
, on the day of the late public fast ; wherein I thought 
I saw some very material omissions and mistakes^ 
which I feared might hinder the success of your in- 
genious performance ; and therefore, as I would iiei- 
ther have you to labour in vain, nor the best use of 
such alarming calls of Divine Providence neglected, 
I could not but give you tUe trouble of a letter upou 
this occasion. 

Nothing can be more proper, at such seasons, tlian^ 
serious discourses upon repentance and reformation. 
Times of affliction are most likely to be times of re- 
flection ; and when it pleases the Most High thus to 
open the heart, it is then the time for his servants to 
sow the good seed of his word. To prepare men for 
this, God's judgments fly swift as the light. To 
prepare men for this, he liejvs by his prophets, and 
slays by the word of his mouth : and happy, eter- 
nally happy, are those who are influenced thereby to 
return from their evil ways, and to make their ways 
and their doings good : for thus runs the divine pro- 
mise, ^^ At what instant I shall speak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and 
to pull down, and to destroy ; if that nation against 
whom I have pronounced this, turn from their evil, 
I will repent. of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them," Jer. xviii, 7, 8. ^ 

Such is God's gracious declaration, which no gos^ 
pel minister can cead, but it roust remind him of two* 
things: First, that this promise is made in Christ 
Jesus, and therefore can belong to none but those 
who forsake their sins, and return unto God by him r 
Then/ this return from evilmust be accomplished, 
through the grace and Spirit of Christ. And, 

Firsts The mention of this, and every other pro- 
mise in the book of God, must remind the gospel * 
minister that it is made in Christ Jesus. St Paul 
bath assured us, that <^ all the promises of God in 
him are yea" (made), ** and in him amen" (confirm-^ 
ed) ; and if all the promises of God are made and 
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confirmed in him^.then this, as one, must be made in 
him. The Redeemer himself has informed os, that 
<< he is the way, and the truth, and the' life," and that 
<< no man can come unto the Father but by him." 
But to turn from evil, and to come unto the Father, 
are terms of the same import Besides, we know 
that it is only through Jesus Christ that we have 
peace with God, and that it is only through Jesus 
Christ that God has reconcilbd the world to himself. 
Can two then walk together except they are agreed ? 
Can God sheath the sword of his justice before he is 
reconciled to us ? If not, how can he repent of the 
evil that, he thought to do unto us ? And if he re* 
pents not of the evil which he thought to do unto us; 
where is our interest in the promise ? But what need 
of any more words, when it is most evident that it 
is ^he Son of God who here speaks by the prophet ? 
Tne same person promises mercy, who had threat- 
ened to destroy with the severest judgments : Now 
we know that " the Father judges no man, but has 
committed all judgment to the Son; that all meii 
should honour the Son, as they honour the Father.^ 
It is very plain' then, that all who return from evil» 
must return by Christ ; they must return with bis 
price in their hands, and bis robe upon their backs ; 
and then, and not tUl then, they are safe, safe for 
time and eternity. 

Again, when the gospel minister reads this gra- 
cious promise, he will remember that such a return-* 
ingfrom evil must be accomplished through the grace 
and Spirit of Christ. How can we, who are not suf- 
ficient of ourselves to think a good thought of our- 
selves, think of returning to God and holiness ? Can 
the captive, who is in love with hisxhains, long for 
liberty ? Can the sinner, who is fond of his sins, de- 
sire to relinquish them ? No ; it is as possible for the 
Ethiopian to change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots, as for us, who are accustomed to do evil, to 
learn" to do well. Nay, far more possible; for to 
accomplish this» they need only to change their hue; 
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bat before we can attain to holiness, we must change 
our nature ; we must << make ourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit," Ezek. xviii. 31. ; we must quit the 
grave, and arise irom the dead, and who is suiBcient 
for these things ? Therefore the Master says, <* No 
man can come unto me, except the Father, which 
has sent me, draw him/* And again, *< Ye have not 
chosen me, but 1 have chosen you,, and have or- 
dained you to bring forth .fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain : For without me ye can do notBing." 
And his apostles assert, that << by grace we are saved 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift 
of Gc^ ;" that every grace is the fruit of his Spirit, 
of whose fulness we have received, and grace for 
grace ; and that ** we are created anew unto good 
works, which God had before ordained, that we 
should walk in them/' 

Now, sir, are these the true sayings of God ? are 
these the very words of our Lord and his apostles ? 
Then, undoubtedly, to refuse them is to refuse him 
who speaks from heaven : and if so, how comes it to 
pass, that you have unhappily forgot to take notice 
of these things upon this solemn occasion ? God pro- 
mises security to all who forsake their sins, and r^ 
turn unto him in Jesus Christ; and yet Jesus Christ 
is never mentioned in your sermon. Without divine 
grace, and the sanctifying operations of the Holy 
l^rit, we can do nothing ; and yet there we hear 
nothing of divine grace, or the Holy Spirit. Joab, 
ready to take Rabbah, the royal city of the Ammo- 
nites, so ordered the campaign that his master David 
might have the honour of the victory ; but here is a 
Christian minister, who attacks a citadel of human 
corruption, and never so much as once thinks of 
Christ, through whom he must conquer. Here is a 
Christian minister, who, leaving the lively oracles, 
undertakes spiritual wickednesses with the carnal 
wei^ons of a Tully and Demosthenes. Mistake me 
not, I speak not against oratory as such ; but if a Ro- 
man or a Greek philosopher, who had never heard 
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of Christ, can say as much against the vices of th^ 
aoe, as you can, who have from yovtv infancy been 
educated in the Christian religion; what say you 
more than others ? Is not this too much ta slight that 
bleeding, dying Lamb of God, who alone can take 
away the sin of the world ? 

But the slight put upon our Master's words is not 
all : your not taking notice of these things has un- 
happily led you into mistakes that are utterly incon* 
sistent with his undertaking. You call upon. us, 
(< by every act of humiliation and repentance, to de» 
serve the pn^ction of Heaven;" and throughout 
your whole discourse you labour hard to fix our 
h<^s upon this basis, 'and our after obedience. But 
can the sincerest repentance, or the deepest humilia- - 
tion, deserve the favour of God, and the remittance 
of punishment ? If so, then fallen Adam might have 
broken in pieces the chains of eternal death, in which 
he was holden ; and then, what need of shedding the 
blood of the promised seed ? what need of such s 
sacrifice to appease God, if he was already appeased, 
or could be appeased by the relentings of man? 
Briefly, if the death of Christ was necessary to pur- 
chase eternal redemption for us, then our r^entance 
and humiliation can never deserve the divine favour. 

Nor can our after obedience procure such protec- 
tion. Perfect obedience is a debt continually due 
from every creature as such ; and the payment of a 
debt due now, can never be a compensation for the 
n<Mi-payment of arrears : nor can the most exact pav- 
ment of what is due from one's self, be esteemed tne 
least part of payment of- what is due from another; 
and tfierefore, where the debt is obedience, as all 
creatures are bound to obey at all times, none but a 
God can pay off the score of any one delinquent. 
This is a tremendous consideration, even supposing 
true repentance, and a thorough reformation, were 
wholly in our own power ; but when, as sinners, we 
are entirely " without strength," Rom. v. 6. 8. ;. when 
(«s I have already observed) these gifts are perfectly 
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dependent upon grace, and the good Spirit of God ; 
surely to talk of deserving the favour of Heaven by 
them, must be extremely absurd. Nor is it only ex- 
tremely absurd, but extremely dangerous ; as it places 
the merit of works higher than ever the Papists placed 
it, and is utterly inconsistent with the humble genius 
of the Protestant religion. 

But your neglect of taking proper notice of these 
things, not only leads you to disregard the express 
sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his work, but to 
heal the wounds of the daughter of God's people 
slightly. You complain of our <<pro&nenessand im- 
morality ; of our profligacy and unjust opposition to 
lawful authority; of our disregard to decency and 
good manners, as well as to the laws of our country; 
of that unlawful pursuit of pleasure, that luxury and 
extravagance, which insensibly preys upon the con- 
stitution, debases the sense, and corrupts the morals 
of our people." And these are evils that you ought 
to complain of; they are the sure signs of a declining 
consumptive state, and can never be enough lamented. 
But then, you never touch upon that root of bitter- 
ness, which bears this gall and wormwood ; you say 
nothing of our unbeliefs which keeps us at a distance 
from God, from whom we must receive every good 
and perfect gift; you say nothing oi faith^ without 
which it is impossible to please him, to turn from 
evil, or return to him. Nor do you take the least 
notice of our enmity to the blessed JestiSy and his holy 
gospel ; of that proneness to rebellion and naughtiness 
of heart, from whence proceeds every evil thought, 
and word, and work. These things you ought to 
have remembered, and not to have forgotten .the 
other. 

Had you remarked upon these evils, in the moral 
view you have taken of our national vices, it would 
naturally have led you to point out suitable remedies. 
You must then have persuaded us to labour after an 
union with Christ, the fountain of grace. By faith ; 
and this radical union with him would have producec^ 
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$L moral union, and have transformed us into his like< 
ness : where faith had been implanted, love would 
have flowed ; and where love had flowed, there must 
have been rea^y and cheerful obedience ; for the end 
of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, 
and faith unfeigned. But without these gracious ha- 
bits internally wrought, what will all the outward re* 
formation in the world do for us ? Have you not read 
of the Pharisees ? did not these people keep clean 
the outside of the cup and the platter ? Fdr from 
being guilty of any scandalous immorality, they . 
prayed in the streets, made broad their phylacteries, 
fasted twice a-week, and gave tithes of all that they 
possessed : yet were their inward parts so filthy, that 
they finally became obnoxious to a judgment ten 
thousand times worse than what has befallen the 
unhappy inhabitants of Lisbon. Let us not deceive 
ourselves ; neither outward reformation nor outward 
morality are sufficient ; neither outward professions 
nor outward duties will make a man a Christian. 
The King's daughter is all glorious miAiUf as well as 
withotU: and if we belong to the Redeemer, we must 
be sanctified by him both in soul, and body, and 
spirit. 

If you would reform the world, preach the gos<* 
PEL. The gospel contains the only motives that can 
possibly prevail upon any to embrace it. People may 
talk of the amiableness of the divine Being, and the 
charms of virtue, thereby to allure us to return to 
the one, and to embrace the other; but without a 
true faith in the promises of pardon and acceptance, 
true repentance can never be attained ; and a free 
and ^acions pardon and acceptance is no where pro- 
mised, but in the Lord Jesus Christ. The goodness 
of God freely offering pardon and peace, must lead 
us back to him, or we approach him no more. Earths 
quakes, famine, pestilence, or any other evils, have 
their use only as they discover to us our present con- 
dition, and greatly enhance the offered kindness : but 
we love God, because he fir$t loved us; we love 
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Jeias Cfamt, because he obeyed and died for us ; and 
his great love, thus manifested, does not urge, but 
constrain us to love him again ; << because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead; 
and he died for all, that thev which live^ should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again." These are <' the 
cords of a man, and the bands of love," wherewith 
we are drawn to our heavenly Father. << Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his iSon to be the propitiation for our sins ;" 
and if God so loved us, surelv we ought to love him 
again, and to testify our love oy a suitable obedience. 
When no creature (as I have hinted) could furnish 
a righteousness that might be imputed to us, who 
can out stand amazed, that the Father should send 
his only begotten Son to obey in our stead? When 
no creature could bear the wrath of an o&nded God, 
and by dying overcome death, who can but stand 
amazed, that the Son of God should be sent to 
suffer and to die, that we might live through him ? 
Who can but stand amazed, that the Son of God 
should take pur nature upon himself that he might 
thus obey and die for us? How can we behold him 
thus dying for us, and not die to that mi for which 
he died? When love so unprecedented speaks so 
loud, who can but hear, and wonder, and return to 
the Lord ? 

What I have said, I think, plainly shews that your 
discourse might have been far more evangelical; and 
as plainly shews what superior motives to repentance 
and reformation would have occurred, if it had been 
so. So that, humbly recommending my remarks to 
your serious consideration, I might here have con* 
eluded my letter: but as you allow that the late 
earthquakes <« have hitherto been the merciful warn- 
ings of a kind and good Providence, to dispose us to 
bear the rod ; and to consider, with that awe which 
becomes us, the hand which hath appointed it;'* a 
few eclaircissements upon one of the lessons which 

4 
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yoa have -advanced under that head become abso- 
lutely necessary, lest, by mistaking the casei we 
should lose the benefit of our neighbours' .afflictions. 
You recommend upon this occasion, << our guard- 
ing ourselves against any hard censures, which a 
reflection upon these extraordinary calamities en- 
courages in minds too readily disposed to judge with 
severity ;'' and conclude, ^* that it is certain that we 
have no right to determine what are the particular 
intentions of Providence in this dispensation/' But 
certainly we have a right to determine that such 
punishments are inflicted because of sin : else how 
do they (in your own words) ** speak to us the lan- 

fuage of the divine displeasure?" else how can they 
e considered as punishments to correct some, and 
to warn others ? else how can they be considered as 
the louder calls of anger; or of what use to bring us 
home to ourselves? This you must gran^ or you 
pull down all that you have before builded, and make 
yourself a trespasser. I allow that we have no right 
to conclude these unhappy people to be greater sm« 
ners than ourselves, because of their greater sufFer-r 
ings. This would lead us pharisaically to cajole 
ourselves in our iniquities, rather .than to take warn- 
ing by others ; yet we are allotted to look upon them 
as very great ofienders. Our Saviour does not re- 
prove his disciples, for thinking those Galileans' 
whose .blood (Luke xiii. 2.) Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices, to be very great sinners; but for 
thinking them to be greater sinners than themselves, 
which is indeed a temper of mind utterly inconsistent 
with true repentance. 

We are allowed then to suppose the Portuguese to 
be great sinners, and that the Lisbon earthquake 
was a punishment inflicted for sin ; and if we can dis- 
cover any thing in their conduct that might tend to 
>bring down this divine judgment upon them, it will 
be our wisdom to take warning by it, and carefully 
to avoid it as a fatal snare; and surely we may see 
some things in them, which God has, in all ages» 
punished with the most severe chastisement. As,—- 
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Firsty Idolatry. ' It is impossible but that you, 
sir, must have beard of the stupid profaneness and 
idolatry of these people ; of their mock processions, 
and barbarous mimicry of their Redeemer's suffer- 
ings, such as was a scandal to human nature, and 
such as never tarnished the most profane rites of 
Heathenism. Such fopperies, this horrible punish- 
ment should caution us carefully to avoid ; and to 
avoid every means that would lead us into them. It 
should make us carefully abide by the gospel of 
Christ, which is the power of God to salvation to 
every one that believes ; and wherein is revealed the 
righteousness of God from faith to faith. It should 
make us careful to live up to it, lest, for neglecting 
so great salvation, God should give us up to strong 
delusions, to believe such lies, and to worship and 
serve the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. 

Secondly^ Persecution. We all know, that at Lis- 
bon the barbarous Inquisition reigned in all its hor- 
rors, and that thousands have there fallen a sacrifice 
to it, whose blood has long cried aloud for ven- 
geance ; and we know that persecutors have 'been 
most severely punished in all ages; so that, taught 
by this dreadful judgment, we should carefully avoid 
this crime— a crime of so deep a dye, that in its 
highest stage, when it strikes at the truth as such, 
it becomes irremissible, and can never be forgiven 
either in thisworld or in that which is to come. I 
allow, that these people are connected to us by every 
tie but that of religion ; but this of itself constitutes 
so vast a difference, that whenever we are disposed 
to speak most favourably of their failings, and attri- 
bute them to the prejudices of education, or the 
weakness of human judgment, we should still remem- 
ber, that we are Protestants, and they were Papists ; 
and indeed, to us, as Protestants and Christians, 
there is something in this divine judgment so very re- 
markable, that, if rightly considered, it may greatly 
confirm us in both. 
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As Protestants, we all look for the destruction of 
antichrist and his kingdom ; and here we behold a 
city, whose unequalled trade in gold, and silver, and 
precious stones, was a proper type of that spiritual 
merchandise so many hundred years vended by her 
mother Rome ; like whom, she was built upon seven 
hills ; like whom, as a most obedient daughter, she 
was a nest of idolaters and persecutors ! And as she 
was so like her mother in every thing, we have all 
the reason in Che world to think, that Rome, like 
Lisbon, shall one day be punished. Most remark- 
able it is, that on the day which she had abused to 
rob the eternal God of his honour, and to give it to 
the whole host of heaven ; on the day which she had 
abused in shedding the blood. of thousands; on that 
very day God came down to hold his auto dafe^ and 
her own blood was required. Thus, when her mo- 
ther Rome shall say, *^ I sit as a queen, and am no 
widow, and shall see no sorrow; in that very day 
shall her plagues come, death, and mourning, and 
famine; and she shall be utterly burnt with fire, for 
strong is the Lord God who judges her." 

As Christians, we all look and wait for the coming 
of our Lord unto judgment, and therefore should pay 
a special regard to every token of his approach. He 
himself has told us, that, before his coming, *^ there 
shall be signs in the sun,* and in the moon, and in the 
stars, and upon the earth, distress of nations with 
perplexity,' the sea and the waves roaring, men^s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming upon the earth ; for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken." When there- 
fore we see any such things come to pass, we should 
lift up our heads, for our redemption draws nigh. 
Nor Heed we to fear, if Christ dwells in our hearts 
by faith, if we are rooted and grounded in love, 
though the heavens and the earth fly away, and 
their place be found no more; for the Lord of Hosts 
is with us, and Jesus Christ is our refuge. In whom 
I am, reverend sir, your sincere well-wisher, &c. 

VOL. VI. K 
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LETTER CLIX. 

Dear and Reverend Sir,-*- You need no apo- 
''logy for delayiDg your answer to my letter. Yoa 
have a precedent to plead, which must, if not satisfy, 
yet strike me dumb; but I propose, if the Lord 
assist, to be more punctual for the future in acknow- 
ledging the favours 1 r^eive from my valuable and 
valued correspondents ; among whom I shall always 

reckon Mr . 

I am much obliged for your very just and very 
important remarks. They give me such an ic^ea of 
your knowledge in the things of Christ, and your 
acquaintance with experimental religion, that I must 
beg leave to lay before you the plan which I have 
sketched out for my Treatise on Gospel Holiness ; 
with an earnest request, that you will rigorously 
examine it, and freely pass your judgment upon it ; 
suggesting, wherever it is improper, the means of 
rectifying it ; wherever it is defective, a method for 
completing it. 

THE PLAN. 

Pleasure and happiness of Christ^s religion. We 
must partake of the comforts of the gospel, before 
we can be fitted to practise the duties of the law. 
Theron, oppressed with fears on account of his nu- 
merous sins, discouraged with doubts on account 
of his imperfect obedience, the cordials of the gos- 
pel are readministered with some additional spirit 
and strength. Holiness, gospel holiness, its nature, 
necessity, excellency. The endowments necessary 
to fit us for the practice of holiness ; a persuasion 
of our reconciliation to God, the hope of everlast- 
ing happiness, and an assured expectation of grace 
sufficient for us. The grand efficient of hobness, 
the blessed Spirit; the principal instrument, faith. 
This renews the dispute concerning the assurance 
of faith. Objections to it stated, discussed, answer- 



OFIXTTKR8* 991 

ed« Holinest more partictila^ly delineated in its 
several braoches, and deduced from, or founded 
upon evangelical principles; such a^, << I beseech 
you by the mercies of God : Ye are bought with a 
price : Ye are the temples of the living God : God 
hath forgiven you/' &c. All these privileges, though 
not bareditory,. yet indefeasible; or the final per- 
severance of believers. This eminently conducive 
to holiness. The Scriptures, prayer, Lord's sup- 
per, when mixed with faith, are effectual means of 
holiness. Our friends part, and renew their epis. 
tolary correspondence. Theron, desirous to glorify 
the God of his salvation, asks advice concerning the 
best method of £gimily-worship, educating children, 
instructing servants, and edifying his acquaintance. 
On each of these particulars Aspasio satisfies his 
inquiry ; enlarges on the subject of education, espe- 
cially the education of daughters, as that seems 
to be most neglected, or the proper manner of con- 
ducting it least understood. Letter on the covenant 
of gtace; comprising the substance, and being ^a 
kind of recapitulation of the preceding volumes. 
Letter on the *may of living hy faith in the Son of 
Godf or the way of reducing all the gospel doctrines 
to suitable practice. Aspasio seized with a sfiddeu 
and fatal illnetis. His sentiments and behaviour in 
his last moments. 

Tbisy dear sir, is my rough draught. Apply the 
compds^es and plummet ; examine it with your rule 
and line. Improve my plan ; assist me, with your 
advice and pr^ers, to execute the work ; and may 
the great Master-builder enable me to bring forth 
the top-stone, for the honour of his holy name^ and 
for the edification of his chosen people. I am, 
dear sir, with unfeigned affection, your brother in 
Christ; 

N. R— As Mr Hervey did not live to finish his 
plan, and as he was himself apprehensive that be 
should not, he desired, in his preface to Marshall 
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on SanctificatioD, that Marshall might be considered 
as a supplement to Theron and Aspasio, and as a 
kind of substitute for what he intended to write on 
the same subject, according to the plan her^ pro- 
posed. His words are, ** I do by these presents 
depute Mr Marshall to supply my lack of service." 
See Recommendatory Letter, at the end of Vol. IV* 



LETTER CLX. 

FebrtLaty 12. 

My deae FrienDi — Ijrill take a hundred of 
Jenks's Every Man's Ready Companion; for my 
mind is not altered since I promised this, nor my 
charity purse drained. It is a useful book to give 
away. 

1 am glad Jenks's Meditations sell, and I hope the 
Lord will make them a blessing to the reader : it is > 
pity they cannot be comprised inless than two volumes 
octavo. 

Does Mr ■ want amusement ? Let him take . 
your friend Dr Young's advice : 

Retire and read his Bible to be gay. 

Does Mrs want it ? You should teach her 

to delight in God, and to rejoice in Christ Jesus. 
A certain' gentlewoma'n in Miles'-lane, whom you 
once reproved, has been taught to 6nd her conso- 
lation, not in the entertainments of the stage, but in 
the assured hopes of heaven* 

Have you given so and so to the poor ? Ask your 
heart, whether you gave out of love to Vour dying 
Saviour ? Was this the motive ? It would then be 
universally Influential; and you would think you 
could never do enough for his honour. 

If an earthquake should happen, ask Mr , 

(that advocate for the theatre), if he would like to be 
found in the play-house, and go from the boxes, or 
pit, to the great tribunal? Indeed, indeed, the stage 
is indefensible. 
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Thanks for ddivering my message. I wish you 
a safe return, and the continual guidance of Heaven. 
Yours most cordially, &c. 

My messenger waits, pardon haste. 



LETTER CLXI. 

Madam, — I am pleased not a little to hear a lady 
of your fine sense and blooming years declare, That 
an inquiry relating to everlasting salvation << has 
taken iip much of her thoughts." Let me entreat you 
to go on, and imitate that excellent woman, whose 
panegyric' is uttered by wisdom and truth itself; 
*^ Mary hath chosen that better part, which shall not 
be taken from her.'* 

You inqaire, " Whether the elect of God have 
not an inwafd assurance that they shall be saved ?" 
Your casuist takes leave to answer the question, by 
asking another : Why should not you and I, ma- 
dam, have this assurance ? Is it not a blessing in- 
tended for Christians in general ? " We know,'* says 
the apostle, ^^ that we are passed from death unto 
life." He says not, I and some eminent saints, but, 
** we ;" including those believers to who^ he wrote, 
those among whom he preached, and all those who 
hereafter should believe through his word. 

Is not this a most desirable knowledge? On the. 
other, hand, can any thing be more afflicting than a 
state of suspense with regard to this all-important 
aJGTair ? To be in suspense whether my final lot will 
fall in the regions of endless misery, or the mansions 
of eternal glory ? Insupportable ! Can it be the will 
of our most indulgent Creator, that we should spend 
our days in this sad uncertainty, and distressing 
anxiety ? Impossible I 

But have we a warrant for this assurance ? We 
have the best of warrants, the gift of God. If your 
papa gives you a pair of diamond ear-rings, or, 
(Which, rightly improved, will be much more orna- 
mental) a neatly printed Bible ; do not you look upon. 



this as a sufficient warrant to call these presents y<nir 
own ? Do not you rest fully assured, that, by virtue 
of your parent's gift, they are your unquestionable 
property ? Perhaps you will say, Where has God 
Almighty done any thing like this ? where has he 
given salvation or life eternal to me ? Be pleased to 
consult 1 Johnv. 11. and you will find an answer, 
ivhicb^ I hope, will prove perfectly satisfactory, and 
highly deligbtfuL 

Is this sppken to me ? To you, madam ; to the 
young ladies of your acquaintance, an4 to every one 
that reads it. Life eternal is given, just as the man- 
na was given in the wilderness. The manna, th^t 
each hungry Israelite might gather and eat it : Life 
eternal, that every poor sinner may receive and en- 
joy it.-— But I have no merit, Qothioff to deserve it. 
Then you have just as much as the all^graeious God 
requires, Witliout money and without pripe, is his 
bou^tij'ui declaration. Freely^ ajod abstracted from 
all deserts, are his gracious terms. You have no 
merit, n)adam» and J have less than none. But has 
our divinely e^^cellent Redeemer nothing meritori-* 
ous? .For bis sake, this raagpificent and glorious 
gift is conferred. Not we oui*selves, but Jeaus 
Christ the righteous has obtained eternal redemption 
for us. 

May I then assuredly believe, that God gives eter- 
nal life to me? May you glorify God's truth? may 
you glorify his grace ? may you glorify the death and 
obedience of his beloved Son ? If so^ then you may» 
you ought, it is your privilege and your duty to be- 
lieve, that God Almighty freely gives to you eternal 
life. 

When you receive this gift, look upon it as your 
portion ; live in the most comfortable expectation of 
it ; relying on nothing valuable in yourself, but de- 
pending entirely upon the faithful promise of Jiim 
who cannot lie. Then you will feel your heart in-* 
clined to love your most adorable Benefactor, then 
you will study to please him in all your conversation^ 
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then yoQ wHl be trnly holy. All which !&» with great 
sincerity, wished by, amiable Miss ■ - j your most 
obedient servant, &c. 

LETTER CLXII. 

Dear Sib, — I keep Mr £•• 's sermon for no 

other reason, than to prevent its going into other 
hands. I am ashamed, and sorry to see, that so 
celebrated a college as ■ should send out 

such a teacher of divinity. However, I must ac- 
knowledge one 'excellence in this gentleman. He 
acts pruaently at least, in not overloading his pages 
with quotations from Scripture. Those stubborn 
pragmatical things might, perhaps, have risen up, 
stared him in the £ice, and confronted his notions. 
Mr — , he rightly judges, will serve his turn 
much better than St Paul. Who is Philalethes Ces- 
triensis ? I see nothing valuable in his work, but 
what comes from the paper-mill and the printing- 
press ; the paper and type are indeed very beautiful. 
Whal a wild proposition is that, page 124, namely, 
<< That by faith in Jesus Christ, we understand the 
persuasion of the mind, that Jesus Christ was sent 
from God to redeem and to instruct mankind ?'' At 
this rate, the very devils are endued with the Spirit 
of our God : They believe with this persuasion of the 
mind, that the Christian reveliUion is true. Amidst 
so many palpable errors, who shall lead us into truth ? 
He that is our gracious Master, and our wonderful 
Counselor. Dear sir, let us look unto him, that he 
may, according to his promise, ^* guide us«continuaI- 
ly." Next to the holy word of God, let us study 
Marshall on Sanctification. For my part, I am never 
weary of reading that incomparable and most com- 
fortable book. 

Are you, dear sir, always thinking how good may 
be done ? I say with David, « The Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and .of Israel, our fathers, keep 
this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of 
the heart of his servant I" 1 Chron. xxix. 18. 
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As the public service of our church is become 
such a formal lifeless thing, and as it is too generally 
executed by persons so dead to godliness.in all their 
conversation, I question whether it will be operee pj'e- 
tium to publish the exhortations to ministers, and to 
a devout attendance on the church service, which you 
propose. I should much rather see from your pen 
two or three lively and animating forms of morning 
and evening prayer, with clear and short directions 
how to pray aright, and a proper method of daily 
self-examination. This, printed in a halfpenny 
pamphlet, we might give away to any body, indeed 
to every body : And if one in twenty, or even one 
in fifty proved successful, our pains and expense 
would be abundantly recompensed. We should also 
hereby have some handle to lay hold oh hypocritical, 
self-deceiving souls. We might say, Neighbour, 
have you got those prayers by heart ? do you con- 
stantly use them, and examine yourself daily by 
those questions ? In.deed, indeed, the exhortations 
you propose would only exasperate the clergy. It is 
dangerous to meddle with them or their proceedings. 
You are, I hope, in the way of duty, and that is tbfe 
way of peace and safety. You may do much good, 
by dropping a word for Christ on proper occasions. 
You do not know how your words are by the 
generality regarded ; and it is impossible for tongue 
to tell how kindly our condescending Master will 
take the leas^ attempts which proceed from the love 
of his name. 

I intend soon to return Dr Watts on the Love of 
God. I wish it was reprinted.* Pray did you ever 
read Dr Delaune's Sermons ? he was president of St 
John's College, Oxford, and famed, I am told, for 
being a most accomplished gentleman. He real^ 
had more of the truth of the gospel in his twelve 
sermons, than in all the polite sermons I ever read 
in my life. For, my part, I set no store by our 
modern discourses; nay, I can hardly bear to read 
such insipid unevangelical harangues. Much rather 
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would I read an oration in Tully^ or a dissertation 
of Seneca's, 

When you can spare the Rev. Dr Browne's Esti- 
mate, and likewise his two sermons preached at the 
cathedral church of Carlisle in 1746, just favour mc 
with a sight of them. I presume they will not tell 
me of Jesus which was crucified, therefore I shall 
soon be satisfied with their company; for though I 
may find some amusement from his fine style, and 
striking sentiments, yet I can find no consolation in^ 
any name, nor in any thing, but only in the grand 
propitiation and everlasting righteousness of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thanks for Dr Aken- 
side^s Ode to the country gentlemen of England. 
He wrote this with a very good intention, and he is. 
certainly a man of genius ; but to me this ode reads 
somewhat flat: I fear it will not rouse and animate 
like the poems of Tyrtaeus.* 

This probably will find you returned in safety 
from your journey. When the journey of life is 
over, I hope we shall sit down together in everlast- 
ing rest; and see his glory, who endured the cross,- 
and despised the shame. Till then, and then much, 
more, shall I be most affectionately yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXIIL 

Thanks to my dear friend for the perusal of Dr 
Glynn's poem, entitled. The Day of Judgment. It 
is not void of elegance and spirit; but methinks it. 
wants that energy andpatbos, which, on so interest- 
ing and solemn an occasion, should awe, transport, 
and agitate our souls. But the great deficiency is, 
the neglect of Jesus Christ. He is, indeed, slightly 
mentioned, just at the close; but he should have 
made the distinguished figure throughout the whole 
piece. St Paul calls the day of judgment, the day 

* Tyrtaeufi was a poet of Athens, who, by bis poem pronounced at 
the bead of the army, inspired the Spartans with so much courage and 
contempt of death, that they obtained a glorious victory. 

N2 
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of Christ. We must all stand before the judginent- 
seat of Christ; then shall we behold the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, even of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. But not a glimpse of this is seen in Dr 
Glynn's poem. 

Do you Qsk what I think of the polite " *s ser- 
mon ? It is a mere moral essay, not a seripon ; it 
wants the light of Christ. To spe^k the truth, I 
think it an errant Cyclops. 

Monstrum honendum, cui lumen ademptttm. 

A hideousi eyeless monster. Viagii., ^k. B. iii. 

From such preachers, and such sermons, good 
Lord deliver us ! Is any remedy for sins comparable 
to the blood, the righteousness, the intercession 
of a divine Redeemer? Pity, ten thousand pities, 
so great a man (for so the author really is) should 
not know, or should totally overlook the grand pe- 
culiarity of the gospel. It grieves me to think such 
unchristian doctrine should be thus propagated. If 
a fair opportunity ojflPers, I would gladly bear my 
testimony against such enormous perversion of the 
gospel of Christ. 

I cannot think the manuscript sermon which you 
have now sent me is of such distinguished excel- 
lence as to deserve a publication. It does not seem 
calculated either to alarm, to comfort, or impress. 
There is nothing of the orator, no searching appli- 
cation, no striking address. The preface is not so 
judicious as I could wish ; it anticipates what is said 
under the following head^ and renders some part of 
them tautological. The text is not exhausted. Of 
several emphatical words no notice is t^ken. / say 
unto you, ye shall in no case ; of the kingdom of 
heaven, nothing particular is said. Indeed, there is 
a hint or two in the conclusion referring to this 
subject; but too rambling, indistinct, and not with 
such a similarity to the text as might be observed. 
The preacher supposes all his hearers to be of the 
same character, and ranks them all in one class. A 



OF LETTERS. 299 

practice which discerning people will not admire, 
and which is hardly consistent with the apostolical 
rale, rightly dividing the word of truth ; or with our 
Lord's direction, to give each his portion suited to 
their respective states. " I love Mr R— — as a worUiy 
good man, but I decline the office of revising his 
sermon, because I am sensible I could not make it 
such as I should chuse to see printed. However, if 
it is printed, I heartily wish the blessing of the Lord 
may attend it; that true religion may be promoted^ 
and immortal souls edified. 

When the Pope is installed he is reminded of this 
most weighty truth, Sancte Pater^ diei aternitatis 
cogita. Let me say, Vir dilectissimey dies cetermfatis 
cogita* We were all pleased with your last conver- 
sation. It was like your book, and like yourself. 
Remember, my dear friend, when you are in com- 
pany, that you have written a pious book, and do 
not invalidate all your exhortations to others by 
forgetting them in your own conversation. It is 
this, ah ! it is this that destroys what we build^ con-* 
firms people in lukewarmness, and does unspeakably 
more mischief than can be enumerated in this letter. 
<* Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth," says St Paul, " but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the 
hearers." 

The paper you inquire after is lost in the immane 
barathrum of my loose papers. If ever it emerges, it 
shall be restored. May my friend's soul be not as 
the present state of the pastures and meads, but as a 
watered garden whose waters fail not ! 

^I have perused Mr Witherspoon's Essay on Im- 
puted Righteousness : may we every day experience 
that sanctifying efficacy on which his discoifrse turns. 
« Sanctify them," saith our Lord, " by thy truth." 
I thank you for your admonition. I will bear it in 
my memory, and may our divine Master enable me 
to observe it ! 

Oh for a candid spirit I It gives gracefulness t 
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our cause ; it diminishes not the weight of our argo^ 
inent ; and surely it does honour to the Cfarbtiaa 
character. '- "^ 

Thanks for Mr Mason's* Odes. Polished perfor- 
mances ; but not equal) in ray judgment, to his Isis^ 
or his Monody on Pope. I think I could point out 
a defect or two in these poems^ but nothing defective 
could I discern in those. It is a pity but gratitude 
to the supreme Benefactor actuated our hearts and 
guided our pens. The rich benefits of memory dis- 
played by the elegant Mr Mason; and not one 
acknowledgment to the blessed Author of all ! The 
poet shines, but where is the Christian ? ' I am ever 
yours, &c. 

LETTER CLXIV. 

Tuesday mornings 

Dear Sirj — I should thmk my friendship very- 
weak, and quite unfledged, if I could be offended 
with the freedom for which you apologize. Those 
who were anciently united in the bonds of Christian 
friendship had this generous sentiment for their motto^ 
** Amicorum omnia communiay prater «/xr>r«."f 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young gentleman's 
recovery ; a pledge, I trust, of his eminent proficiency 
and extensive usefulness in the gospel cause\ 

I acquiesce entirely in Dr C 's reasons ; per- 
haps if there was much of the pure evangelical pecu- 
liarity in the recommendatory Verses, it might be a 
forbidding circumstance to some readers. 

Mr — is very obliging ; his cautions are very 
friendly. I will not speak so plainly to Mr W. as to 
him. 1 wish, if it be God's gracious will, that your 
little treatise may be like Dr Doddridge's works,, 
acceptable to every reader. ^ Yoii see by the expres- 
sions I have taken the liberty to underline,, that Mr 

* Odes on Memory, Independency, Melancholy, and the Fate of 
Tyranny, 

t Friends haTe every thing lo common, except their wires. 
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Bees the great truths of Christianity ioTerted, 
just as we see oojects in a concave speculum. The 
good works, according to his scheme, are the recom- 
mending cause, and the blessed Redeemer only like 
the master of the ceremonies, merely to introduce 
them with a good grace. No, we have not so learned 
Christ ; he is our righteousness, as well as our sanc- 
tification. We are accepted in the beloved : ** In 
« him shall, all. the seed of Israel be justified, and in 
him shall they glory." This is the epidemical mis-^ 
take ; but I hope God will send out his light and 
his truth, and rectify our misapprehensions. I dare 
say that amiable and accomplished gentleman, that 
exemplary and shining Christian, that very zealous 
and successful preacher, Mr T n, will be highly 
pleased to receive the present of your little treatise; 
his good heart will exult to see your open acknow- 
ledgment of the Saviour whom he so dearly loves. 
I hope to see you, or hear from you, before you take 
your journey; and am, with increasing esteem and 
affection, most cordially yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXV. 

My dear Friend,— Your very kind present is 
come to our hands, and has made its appearance. 
You give me, as Theron says, uc»l6ftl^t tfnal^tw». 

All I can say is, May the Lord supply your every, 
need (both bodily and spiritual), according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus ! 

I am sorry my brother wrote so warm a letter to 

Mr A y about his attempt to purchase the closes 

at. Weston, which lie so commodious for us. The 
world's maxim is, Catch as catch can : But our 
Saviour's direction is, ^< Be anxious for nothing.". 
Never fear but we shall make a shift without these 
closes to pass through the wilderness, and arrive at 
the heavenly Canaan. Were not your thoughts upon 

that eternal home when you attended Mr L 's 

corpse to the tomb ? One of the texts to which I 



S02 A COLLECTIOK 

directed my people on Sunday was 3 Cor. v. 1. and 
which, I hope, the omnipresent God is now impress- 
ingon their consciences, and mixing with faith. 

xhe elegant Paterculus I here return; and the 
evangelical Marshall I recommend to your repeated 
pctusaL I wish you studied him more ; for then 
you would like him better than you seem to do at 
present : you own there are many excellent directions 
in him ; and those parts which you now think obscure 
would not appear so on a more intimate acquaintancse 
with the author. 

I am glad tp hear such a character of Mr — — . 
I hope you will be an instrument in our Lord's hand 
of improving his valuable dispositions, of ripening 
the man of honour into the servant of Christ. I 
ihink Dr Akenside* has, if not spoiled his ode, 
much injured the dignity and beauty of his senti- 
ments, by writing in Spenser's measure, and some- 
times in his drawling style. *^ While he doth riot's 
orgies haply share." For an ode, where we expect 
all the harmony of numbers, and the highest polish 
of language, this manner surely is improper. I 
keep it a little longer, perhaps it may please better 
on the second reading. 

I wish you and your lady much joy at Christmas, 
or rather all joy in Christ. - He is come, he is come 
to judge the earth ; to do that for enslave^ and ruin- 
ed mankind which the heroic judges of old did for 
Israel, to deliver them from bondage, and establish 
them in peace. Is not this the sense of Psalm 
xcvi. 11 — 13. ? Ah ! what pity that, while so many 
heroes are celebrated, " Jesus, the desire of nations," 
and " the brightness of his Father's glory," should be 
totally disregarded. Thou high and holy One, since 
authors of genius withhold the tribute of praise, 
glorify thy name by a worm, by impotence, by, &c. 

• See Letter CLXII. 



OF umK6« 9oa 



LETTER CLXVI. 

Weston, June 7. 1756. 

Bbvereno a^d pear Sim-^Do you not tak^ it 
apiiss that I have answet^ your last kind letter no 
sooner ? I have fuch a multiplicity of ^istolary 
engagements, and such a poor pittance of strengtbf 
that 1 cannot be so punctual in my acknowledg- 
ments as iny friends may expect, and as I myself 
wish. 

You desired to see Mr Boyle's letter to me. I 
)iere enclose it ; and it should have been sent to you 
earlier, but I could not find it amidst the confused 
heap of my papers till yesterday. I am very sorry 
to hear he i& so ill, as there is little probability of esi^ 
pecting any thing further from his masterly pen. I 
really think his little poem entitled Deity, (in which 
he is not unmindful of the great Redeemer), is as 
useful and fine a piece of poetry * as most in the 
English language. I so much aomire it, that I have 
^insensibly as it were got it by heart. God grant that 
it may be influential on every reader. 

I was reading the other day a curious book, writ- 
ten by Mr Fleming, and entitled, The fulfilling of 
the Scriptures complete; in which I met with a va- 
luable quotation from Luther's letter to Melancthoui 
who was then in much anguish on the apparent ha- 
zards of those times. " If this," says Luther, " be 
the cause of God, and not of man, then all the 
burden should be cast on him. Why dost thou 
afflict and torment thyself, seeing God hath given 
his Son for us ? Why do we tremble or fear ? Will 
he forsake us in smaller things, who has given us so 
great a gift ? Is Satan stronger than God ? Should 
we fear the world, which Christ has overcome ? If 
the cause we contend for be not the truth, let ns 
change ; but if the cause be holy and just, why do 
we not credit the promise and faithfulness of God ? 

• See Letter XXXIX. 
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It is certain Satan can reach no farther than this 
present life; but Christ reigneth for ever, under 
whose protection the truth now is ; he will not fail to 
be with us unto the end. If he be not with us, I be- 
seech you tell me where he shall be found ? If we be 
not of his church, do you think that the bishop of 
Rome and our adversaries are of it ? We are indeed 
sinners, but Christ is true, whose cause we have in 
hand; which he has hitherto maintained without 
our counsel, and so he will do unto the end." Mr 
Fleming then justly observes, that Luther rested on 
Christ, when all visible props broke under him. 

What animating considerations are these under all 
the discouragements we may meet with in our minis- 
terial labours ? How does the work of the Lord 
prosper in your hand ? May you be in-this respect 
as a fruitful bough by the wall ; may your people 
sit under your shadow with great delight, and your 
fruit be sweet unto them. I am yours, &c. 

The follyming is a genuine cojpy of Mr BoYSE^S Letter 

to Mr Hervey.* 

m 

Reverend and dear Sir, — For your tender ad- 
monitions and excellent advice, I am truly indebted 
to you ; as they discover a generous and compas- 
sionate concern for my better part. I bless God, I 
have reason to hope that great work is not to do ; 
for of all the marks of infatuation I know amongst 
men, there can be none equal to that of trusting to' 
a death-bed repentance. 

' I do not pretend to vindicate my own conduct ; 
nor can I ever forget the very Christian sense of my 
condition and misfortunes, which (notwithstanding 
all my misbehaviour) you have so pathetically ex- 
pressed. The follies of my youth have furnished a 
plentiful harvest of reflection for my latter years. 
As I have been now for a long time in a manner 
buried from the world, so it has been my endeavour 

• Mr Boyse died soon after he wrote this letter to Mr Hervej. ' His 
oem, entitled Deity, has pawed through several editions. 
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to spend that time in lamenting my past errors, and 
in pursuing a course of life void of offence towards 
God and man. 

I have learned to trust in God as my only por- 
tion ; to bless him for his fatherly corrections, which 
have been much gentler than my demerit, and by 
which I have been taught to know him and myself; 
his infinite mercy and goodness ; my own ingratitude 
and unworthiness : so that I may truly say with the 
returning prodigal, " Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and against thee, and am not worthy to be 
called thy son." 

My health is in a very precarious state ; and the 
greatest hopes of recovery 1 have (which are very 
small) arise from warm weather and the country air. 
I thank God I am absolutely resigned to his holy 
and blessed will. I have seen eiiough of the vanity 
and folly of earthly things, and how insufficient they 
are to satisfy the desires of an immortal soul. I am 
sensible of my own wretchedness and nothingness, 
and that my only hope of salvation is through that 
blessed Redeemer, who died to save lost sinners. 
This is my rock of hope against an approaching 
eternity. 

May you long, sir, taste those true and unfading 
pleasures, which attend the practice of religion and 
virtue ; and may you, by your shining example, be 
a means of turning many to righteousness. This is 
the sincere and ever-grateful wish of yonr most 
obliged and faithful servant, S. Boysb. 

LETTER CLXVII. 

Dear Sir,— The following is an extract of a let- 
ter, wrote by a young creature labouring under an 
incurable distemper, and languishing in the near ap- 
proaches of death. " - 

<« I am at this time more happy than tongue can 
express. Never did I feel so much of the love of 
Christ shed abroad in my heart, as now. He has 
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given me full assucance that he has, out of love to 
mjr soul, cast all my sins behind his back, Isaiah 
xxxviii. 17. And oh ! why need I fear death, 
when the sting is taken away ? Mo ; though I am 
a sinner, yet 1 have an advocate with the Father : 
and though, while I continue in this vile body, I 
fear I shall too often grieve him, yet is his love still 
the same ; which makes me abhor myself, that ever 
I should sin against so kind, so compassionate a 
Saviour." 

See by this how the poor resceive, how the poor 
believe^ and how the poor adorn the gospel of God 
our Saviour, This has indeed no great authority 
to dignify it, no flowers of eloquence to recommend 
it;' nothing but the transparent sincerity, and the 
native sublimity of its piety. It breathes, however, 
the very spirit which I long to attain ; and though 
it comes from a person in low life and of no educa- 
tion, yet I believe very few, even amongst the names 
of highest distinction for wit, genius, and learning, 
will be able, in the same circumstances, to exercise 
the same magnanimity of mind«— -I am yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXVIIL 

West(m-Fav€lly Aug. IS. 1756. 

Dear Siii,r— Yesteeday I received the favour of 
your letter ; was surprised to find you so near me, 
and grieved to hear of the occasion. Oh 1 that both 
of us may be enabled to cast all our care upon the 
Almighty ! for surely he who gave, not an archangel, 
not a world, but himself, his most blessed self> for 
our sins, surely he careth for us. 

Yes, dear sir, I think from my very heart, that 
the grand controversy which the King of heaven has 
with our nation, is for our prevailing, contempt of 
his most adorable Son Jesus Christ ; a gift, compared 
Willi which every thing in earth or sky, is lighter 
than dust upon the scale ; a gift, by which an om- 
nipotent and eternal God not only demonstrates, but 
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covvnjands his love, Matchfieffs then and unspeakable 
must it be ! See how the prophet Isaiah exults 
find triumphs in this glorious gift. With an ardour 
of gratitude, and with a transport of delight, he 
cries, << To us a Child is bom ; to us a Son is given ;" 
in whose person is a dignity, and in whose righte- 
ousness an efficacy, infinitely surpassing the power 
of thought. And should oot such a gift be the dar- 
liog topic of our conv^rsatimi ; be the avowed glory 
and the general joy of our nation ? Yet, strange to 
tell ! afflictive to observe ! this divinely esedlent 
gift is Ibrgot, is rejected, or treated with the most 
cold indifference. Where are the people who men** 
ttion it, or can bear to hear it mentioned in their 
company? Instead of being in raptures at the 
sound, are they not disgusted and chagrined ? And 
does not God behold all this ? Did ne ever receive 
so horrid an affront, or is it possible for his creaturea 
to act a more contumelious and disdainful part? 
3ut ivhitber am I running? Bardon me, dear sir, 
pardon my full heart, my wounded heart, which has 
concurred to aggravate this crying iniquity. Oh. \ 
that its invariable language, for the future^ may be, 
" God forbid tJiat I should glory," or rejoice, or con- 
fide, ^ save in the cross of Christ Jesus my Lord :" 
in him I have pardon of my sins ; in him I have 
peace with God ; in him I have eternal life. There- 
fore, <^ Him first, him last, him midst, and without 
^id," * will I remember, acknowledge, celebrate. 

Now you are come so &r, could you not make a 
little farther excursion ? Could you not favour us 
with your company at Weston ? where you would 
find a plain house and a &ithful heart open to receive 
you. I have no news from the literary world ; and 
my orders to my bookseller are few. But having 
occasion to write, not long ago, to AflEMterdam, I 
sent for all my favourite author's works : Witsius I 
mean ; the polite and pious Witsius. My bookseller 
is reprinting in two volumes, at my desire, Jenks*a 

* Milton. 



S08 A COXXECTION 

Meditations ; whick I propose to recommend by a 
prefatory address to the public. Let me soon hear 
from you» if I cannot see you. And may your letter 
be in every sense an evangelist. — Ever yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXIX. 

Weston^Favelli March S. 1 75Cr. 

Dear Sir, — In a preceding letter, I begged your 
solution of some scriptural difficulties. As you al- 
ways used even to prevent my expectations, in a free 
and speedy communication of your valuable senti- 
ments; and as I have not enjoyed that pleasure for 
a long season, I am under some apprehensions that 
either you are visited with sickness, or my dispatches 
have met with a miscarriage. I hope, after the receipt 
of this, you will find some way to relieve me from ray 
perplexity. 

Reading yesterday, Exod. xiv. methought there 
was some appearance of tautology in verse 7. Heb, 
If in either of the clauses we might render the word 
*' Bcc," by horsemen, this seeming impropriety would 
be avoided. It would also more exactly agree with 
" DCS VTOSHM," the 28th verse. Is not our method 
of translating verse 20. somewhat forced, and hardly 
reconcileable with the genius of the original language ? 

Hab. iii. 5. << ltgv lo." This sentence also embar- 
rassed me a little. How does it, as translated in the 
English Bible, agr^ee with the history? Is there any 
account, or any hint, that the pestilence went before the 
Lord, when he descended on Mount Sinai? There went 
indeed a wonderful word << dbd," to im^xh^fuff ^^m 
ftifuRm. Does this passage refer to the plagues inflicted 
on the Israelites for their murmuring and rebellion ? I 
think not, because the sacred hymn appears calculat- 
ed for the encouragement of the people, whereas this 
circumstance would rather depress their spirits. Does 
it point at the plagues and the vengeance execnted 
on the Egyptians ? This, 1 believe, is. most probable, 
and perhaps affords us the ti-ue meaning of the pas- 
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sage. Pray, favour me, if you have health and Id- 
'sure, wi A your opinion, which, 1 assure you, is highly 
valued, and always thankfully received by, dear sir, 
your obliged and affectionate friend, &c. 

What precedes was written before the receipt of 
your last. 

I thank you, dear sir, for your letter, and thank; 
you doubly because it is long. I received it on com* 
ing from my Wednesday's evening lecture: have' 
read one sheet, and entered upon the second, but' 
am now called down to family prayer. I shall add 
no more, only let me desire you to favour me with 
the criticisms you mention. I beseech the blessed 
God to establish your health, and prolong your life, 
that you may enrich me and others with many of 
your letters, and much of your knowledge. 



LETTER CLXX. 

Saturday morning. 
My dear Friend, — I congratulate you on the 
acceptance of your little tract, and the uncommon 
demand for it. Inest sua gratia parvis, is a maxim of 
more wisdom and weight than we easily apprehend. 
May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ accompany 
it, always and in all places 1 I must desire you to ex- 
cuse tny waiting upon you. The season is so rigorous, 
I am afraid to stir abroad. I question whether I shall 
have courage to venture to Collingtree to-morrow. 
You know I am one of the snail land, both in tra- 
velling, reading, and writing* My thanks to Mr 
Fenwick ; I have just peeped upon his work :* I . 
fear it will be thought by the world too finely spun. 
You once asked my opinion concerning Dr Grey's 
last words of David, divided according to the metre. 
I had not then read it with due attention. I lately 
perused it very carefully, and am charmed with the 
importance of his correction and the beauty of the 

* Thoughts on the Hebrew Titles of the Psalmsi endeavouring to 
discover their meaning, and point out their iiae. 
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passage^ as it stsndt flmended by that judicioiis 
critic; thouj^y I must awn, I do not admire the 
alteration suggested by Bishop Sherloek', in his letter 
to Dr Grey. <* A sun shall rise as the morning," 
seems to havfe v&y little spirit, and less propriety. 
Is it not bordering upon idem per idem f What is 
the mornings but the rising of the sun? ask your 
accurate friend's opinion. If the other paesages of 
Scripture, mentioned by Dr Grey in the front of 
this little piece as what he soon iatends to publish, 
are as valuably restc^'ed^ and as elegantly interpreted 
as this, the suppression of them win be a great loss. 
I will, on your encouragement, go on with my book 
in my piddling way.^ Happy if my own- heart may 
be impressed widit the evangelical truths, even though 
they should reach, as handed by this pen, no farther. 

I had like to have forgot Mr ^*s letter ; and if I 

had forgot it, you might justly wonder at my stupi- 
dity. What a man is he I sure the age does not pro- 
duce a more genuine copy of his divine Master. 
What a letter has be wrote f what dignity of senti- 
ment ! what true greatness of soul I what openness erf* 
heait I what boldness of speech, and justness of re>- 
prooi) sweetened with what love f tempered' with 
whtf t humility I How ' I love the excellent man t 
Was not your ioa( ashamed while you read it? and 
did not your heart bum within you, as the disciplesi' 
did' when talkitfg with Christ in thdr Way to Em- 
metts? 

I aiJEi Ideally afraid to read Spenser's Fairy Queen. 
He is hi iancy superior, perhaps, to every poet, yet 
so lusdobS' in some of bis representatious, which I 
have casually dipped upon, that it is impossible, for 
M£ at least, to advert to them without catching con- 
tagion* His pictures of this sort are draWn with a 
good design* He makes his heroes victors of the 
soft allurements^ But^ I believe, few minds are so 
case-hardened against sensual pleasure, as not to re^ 
ceive disadvantageous impressions^ I am therefore 
determined never . to look into it again, nev^v to 
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gather the honey of poetry from the bviers of eonta- 
mination. '< Flee temptation^" is the advice of an 
inspired apostle, and I will pay the due regard to it. 
I am» dear sir^ with great respect, yonr most obliged^ 
and yery afiectionate servant^ fc& 



m^^t^ 



LETTER CLXXI. 

Weston^Favellf Dee. 6. 1 1&6. 

. Sir, — I aECBivXD your obliging and valuable pre* 
sent of the Scriptural Poems wrote by an American^ 
It is an extraordinary performance, conndering the 
disadvantageous circumstances under which the^au-* 
thor laboured. A spirit of zeal and devotion animates 
the whole* There are, too, some elevated thouriits 
and fine lines in it, particularlv in that part ot his 
poems he entitles << Man's fall and exaltation, or 
the Christian triumph." 

. I hope the sale of it will answer your expectation ; 
and recompense the cost you have bestowed in print- 
ing it so elegantly, and on so fine a paper. But be 
that as it may, you have my best wbhes that it may 
become the darling of the public; and yon have at 
the same time the sincere thanks of, sir, your obliged 
humble servant. 



LETTER CLXXIL 

Dear Sir, — Tell our ingenious fiiend at 
if I did not give a direct answer to his question, it 
was because he bad stated it improperly. His man- 
ner was like making a raw apothecarjr's apprentice 
the proper judge of a doctor's bill. If such a chap 
should take upon him to say. Doctor,, your language 
is unintelligible, your recipes are injudicious, what 
answer would yon make ? Some such answer must 

be made, even to Dr C" and Mr O ^^ 

if they or Dr C— «— - maintain^ or would insinuate, 
that the mystery o£ sanctification, as delineated by 
Marshall^ is unintelligible and Injudtcious, merely 

8 
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because they do hot immediately discern its propriety. 
I own the third and fourth direction of Mr Marsbidl 
seem obscure.; but this does not arise from any im- 
proper manner of treating the subjects, but from the 
mysterious nature of the subjects themselves. 

This, says Dr C , is my firm faith, " that, if 

we do well, we shall be accepted through the merits 
of Christ." I might ask the Doctor whether he does 
well ? Dare he avow this, even before me his fellow- 
worm, and fellow-sinner ? How then will he main- 
tain the pretension before that infinitely pure God, 
in whose sight the very heavens are unclean ? But 
I chuse to ask him, (what may seem less ofiensive), 
<< has he never read of the righteousness of faith ?" 
Rom. X. 6. Of being << made righteous by one man's 
obedience?" Rom. v. 19. Of " righteousness im- 
puted without works ?" Rom. iv. 6. Now I should 
be glad to learn, what the Holy Spirit means by 
these expressions ? And if our worthy friend pleases 
to. shew, how his faith can be made conformable to 
any one of these texts, I will undertake to demon- 
strate the conformity of my faith to them all. Ah ! 
why should we hug a despicable rag, and reject a 
suit of beautiful apparel ? The Lord Jesus enable 
us all to discern the things that are excellent ! 

Let me this Christmas wish you and Mrs 

all joy and peace in Christ Jesus. These are the 
true compliments of the season, and therefore sent 
by your true friend, &c. 



LETTER CLXXin. 

Weston^ Saturday morning. 
Much I loved, and much I esteemed my dear friend 
before ; but now, methinks, I love and esteem him 
more on account of his kind acceptance of my free 
admonitions. Do, my dear friend, let us remember 
how important the hours of our present life, and the 
moments of social intercourse are. Dr W of 

Worcester, who has a fine taste for painting, can, 
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though engaged in great business, painty and talk now 
and then upon paintings ; Dr C of St Albans, 

who has a fine genius for poetry, though amidst a 
variety of employs, can write, and give his sentiments 
on poetry; and why should not Dr S , though 
in an equally large sphere of- action, edify his ac- 
quaintance by his tongue and pen with some reli^ous 
hints ? This, I think, is his distinguishing talent ; 
and, when he pleases, I am sure no man knows how 
to introduce Scripture better, or to converse in a 
more striking manner. Oh t that a stricture of it 
may run through, brighten, and dignify his temper, 
his business, his whole conversation. 

You are perfectly right in esteeming those authors 
whose piety beams through all their pages. And for 
this very reason I esteem, admire, and embrace Jenks' 
Works, Marshall on Sanctifioation, and Witherspoon 
on the Imputed Righteousness of Christ; because 
nothing has so efficacious and benign an influence 
on true piety as th^r doctrines ; nothing so sweetly 
calms the conscience, so thoroughly refines the af- 
fection, or, to say all in a word, so effectually sheds 
abroad the love of God in the heart. 

I wish you and Mrs S abundance of comfort 

in Miss Sophia. It was said of one, Nabal is his 
name, and folly is with him, I Sam. xxv. 25. So I 
say of your Infant daughter, Sophia is her name, and 
may wisdom be with her ! even the n «v«tfiy t^^m^ << the 
wisdom from above," which St James so charmingly 
describes in chap. iii. 17. and not with her only, but 
with her parents, and with their truly affectionate 
friend. 
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Weston-Favellf Jidy 26. 1756. 
Now, my dear friend, I have procured your fa- 
vourite author, Downbara's Christian Warfareagainst 
the Devil, the World, and the Flesh. He is indeed 
a pleasing, perspicuous writer : the language, as you 

VOL. VI. o 
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observed, remarkably pure and correct ; he is very 
experimenta), and enters into the distresses of tempted 
souls ; many things are sweet, comfortable, charming. 
Sometimes, I think, he draws a little veil over the 

frrace of God, not suffering it to blaze out in its full 
ustre and glory. Do not you think he is somewhat 
inaccurate in stating the nature of justification ? Lib. 
ii« chap. 50. ** Justification," he says, <^ consisteth 
in two parts : the first, remission of our sins for the 
full satisfaction of Christ by his death and suffering ; 
the other, the imputation of his habitual and active 
righteousness." Should it not rather be, Justification 
consists of two parts: the first, remission, of our sins; 
the second, being perfectly righteous in God's sight : 
and both these spring from the imputation of Christ's 
righteousness to the poor sinner. 

I find from your manuscript it is your opinion, 
that the antediluvian sacrifices were slain by the 
sword of the cherubim planted and waved at the 
entrance of Eden. This is a very^ remarkable and 
very awful circumstance ; and, if true, very worthy 
of particular notice. But what reasons have you, 
dear sir, for the support of this sentiment ? Ele so 
kind as to mention them at your leisure. 

Mr P— — , about a week afler his return to Nor- 
thamptonshire, gave me your letter. I fear he will 
become a prey to the allurements of the world. I 
believe he is not very zealous for the gospel of Christ. 
I am pretty sure he does not love the servants of our 
Lord; therefore I expect that, from this quarter, my 
character will soon be put under an eclipse; nor shall 
I be much disappointed if, by this incident, my new 
friend is put away from my sight. Thanks for your 
hint concerning my conduct ; it is very seasonable, 
and shall be observed. 

I have sometimes thought that the best, strongest 
proof of a future state of nappiness occurring in the 
Old Testament, isdeducible from thehistory ofEnoch. 
" Enoch walked with God," was high in his favour, 
and had much communion with him : it is recorded 
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as a singular reward of. his holy and exemplary life, 
that << he was not, for God t6ok him." Now, if 
the ancient people of God had no notion of a future 
state of happiness, what strange apprehensions must 
they form concerning this instance of the divine 
procedure? At this rate, Jehovah must appear to 
punish in the jnost exemplary and dreadful manner 
his first and greatest favourite. Whereas, suppose 
them rooted in the belief of a much happier condi* 
tion succeeding the present life, and the case is plain, 
and God is justified in his doings. Please to give 
me your opinion as to .this argument. 

I hope you are thinking of your new version of 
Psalkn civ. which will be very agreeable, and, I hope, 
not a little edifying, to, dear sir, your much obliged 
and afiectionate friend, &c. 

P. S, — I here send you Mr Moses Browne's almost 
literal translation of Luther's most comfortable hymn, 
which is in. very considerable esteem in the German 
church. Zimmermannus de cognitionis Christi emi- 
nerUia, is a comment on it, and is now translating 
by Mr Browne at my desire. 

LUTHEH'S HYMN. 

IN EIGHT P&ACnCAL BULES^ 
I. 

^Tis not too arduous an essay, 
^ To tread resolved the gospel- way s 
The sensual instinct to control, 
And warm with purer fire the souK 
Nature may raise her fleshly strife* 
BelMCtant to the heavenly life ; 
Loath in a Saviour's death to ^are, 
Her daily cross compell'd to bear c 
But grace omnipotent, at length, 
Shall arm the saint with saving strength ; 
Through the sharp war with aids attend, 
And his long conflict sweetly end. v 

See ZimmermannuSt page 5» 

U. 
Act but the infant's gentle part ; 
Oive up to love thy willing heart t 
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No foodcrt p«reot*8 melting bmst 
YeATDB, like thy God's, to make thee blest : 
Taught its dear mother soon to know. 
The tenderest babe his love can show ; 
Bid thj base senrile fear retire, 
This task no labour will require. 

Zimmermatmutf i»age II. 

III. 
The SoTxaxiOH FATnaa, good and kind. 
Wants but to have his child resigned ; 
Wants but tfaj yielded heart (no more !) 
With his large gifts of grace to store. 
He to thy soul no anguish bringSi 
From thine own stubborn will it springs : 
That foe but crucify, (thy bane !} 
Nought shalt thou know of frowns or pain. 

Zif»fnermannu$t page 17. 

IV. 
Shake from thy soul o'erwhelmed, deprest. 
The encumbering load that galls her rest ; 
That wastes her strength in bondage yain ;.— 
With courage break the enslaying chun. 
Let prayer exert its conquering power ; 
Cry in diy tempted trembling hour, . 
" My God, my Father ! save thy son !" 
*Tu heard,— and all thy fears are done. 

Zimmermannus, page 32. 

V. 

Yet if (more earnest plaints to ruse) 
Thy God a while his aid delays, 
Though you don't now his kind hand' feel, 
Thy gri^ let lenient patience heal. 
Or if corruption's strength prevail, 
And oft thy pilgrim footsteps fail ; 
Pray for his grace with louder cries, 
So shalt thou cleansed and stronger rise. 

Zimmermannusi page 43. 

' These next lines within brackets, do not belong 
to Luther's hymn, but are used by Zimmermannus, 
page 52. as an illustration of the preceding stanza. 

[The faster hold my faith onr Jesus takes. 
His brighter (juries on my spirit breaks. 
If then to heaven I lift my votive hands. 
Love's strongest flame my raptured soul expands. 
Thee, Lrf>rd, she loves, and would with seal forego 
A thousand worlds^ love dear as thine to know.] 
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Then Luther's hymn proceeds thus : 

VI. 

If haply still thy mental shade, 
Dark as the midnight gloom be made, 
On the sure faithful arm divine 
Firm let thy fastening trust recline^ 
The gentlest sire, the best of friends. 
To thee nor loss nor harm intends : • 
Though tost on a tempestuous main, 
No wreck thy vessel shall sustain. 
Should there remain of rescuing grace 
No glimpse, no footstep left to trace ; 
Hear thy Lord's voice : — 'Tis Jesus' will, 
" BeUeve,.thou poor dark pilgrim, still.** 

« Zimmermanmttf page 5S, 

VIL 
Then thy sad night of terrors past, 
(Though the dread season long may last)^ 
Sweet light shall firom the tranquil skies 
like a fair dawn before thee rise ; 
Then shall thy faith's bright grounds appear. 
Thine eyes shall view salvation clear. 
Be hence encouraged more, when tried, 
On the best FAmaa to confide : 
Ah ! from thy mind extirpate quite 
The sickly films that cloud her sight. 
See ! of how rich a lot, how blest, 
The true believer stands possest ! 

Zinunermannusy page 66. 

These lines within the brackets do not belong to 
Luther's hymn, but are used by Zimnvermannus as 
an illustration of the preceding stanza. See page 74. 

• 

[Loose from hard bonds, my God ! a mind 
In chains too fast, too strait confined : 
I'm heal'd ! set free i from sin made pure ! 
Thy blood, my Christ, has wrought the cure. 
I feel a power my will control ! 
Quench thy long drought, my thirsty soul I 
Tbtf living fountain now I've found. 
Diffusing balmy streams around.] 

Then Luther's hymn concludes with this eighth, 
practical rule. 

VIIL 
Come, backward soul ! to God resign ; 
Peaces bis best blessingi shall |>e thine i 
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Boldly; recumbent on bis care. 
Cut tby f«lt burdens omi.t tbkrk. 

Zimmermannutf page 88. 



LETTER CLXXV. , 

My dear Friend, — This morning I wrote to 
my bookseller, and therein told bim, that I think be 
need not be mach concerned at the scurriloas treat- 
ment which the reviewers have bestowed on my 
edition of Jenks's * Meditations. It will injure 
their own character^ and lessen their own credit; 
not depreciate the works of that excellent man. I 
do assure you, it gives me not the least concern. 
I do not covet reputation : I desire every day to be 
more ai^d more dead to the honour that c^oietb of 
men* Yet it is my sincere opinion, that such very 
foul and very abusive language, would awaken in 
the generous reader a ^irit of resentment. As a 

proof, I enclose a letter from Mr P ^ a very 

ingenious young clergyman, whom I some time ago 
mentioned to you under this character. The letter, 
I think, will do him as much honour as it does me : 
it is fit to appear in print; but I would on no account 
take any such freedom with a private epistle. I would 
not have our friend in London give himself any man- 
ner of trouble to prevent anv future instances of this 
kind of benevolence from tne reviewers. I depend 
not on their favour, but on him whom heaven, and 
earth, and hell obey ; who constrained even Balaam 
to say, <* How shall' I curse whom the Lord bath nol 
cursed ?" We are all obliged to my dear friend for in- 
teresting himself in our behalf; but we desire him not 
to take the trouble of writing on Tuesday, because 
it will be too late« The little closes are to be put up 
for sale on Monday, and A will» 1 suppose, out- 
bid my brother ; yet, if disappointed in this, blessed 
be God for a treasure in heaven that faileth not ! an 
inheritance that is not perishable, btit lasting as eter* 

• See Mr Herrey's preface to tbis book, Vol. V^ 
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nity; not tarnished, but free from every circum* 
stance of alloy ; not fading, but always in the fullest 
freshest bloom of perfection, glory, and joy. 

Poor Mr H r, I am informed, has almost lost 

bis sight, is extremely ill ; his life, it is thought, will 
follow his sight. Lord, that he and we may see by 
faith the Lord's Christ ! Blessed be God, in Christ 
all fulness dwells, all fulness of merit and righteous- 
ness, of grace and salvation ; and this is for the un- 
worthy, lor sinners, *« for whoever will ;" therefore, 
for my dear friend, and for his ever affectionate^ &c. 
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JVeston-Favellf Monday morning. 
My dear Friend, — I am much obliged to you 
for your generous donation of thirty shillings to pur- 
chase five hundred of an Earnest Invitation to the 
Friends of the Established Church, &c.* I have put 
the money into the hands of one -who loves the Lord 
Jesus in sincerity ; and who will take care that the 
pampjilet is properly dispersed according to our de- 
sires. It is an excellent design : I daily beg of God 
to bless it ; for what he vouchsafes to bless, will be 
blessed indeed. 

Enclosed I send you a form of prayer, founded on 
the plan laid down in the Earnest Invitation, &c. It 
was transmitted to me last night by a very pious 
dergyman, who I believe was himself the author of 
it. You may get one of your sons to transcribe it, 
if you have not leisure enough to do it yourself; and 
permit such serious persons to take copies as you 
think will make a proper use of it. 

I wish you that promise for your counsellor, which 
we read this morning at breakfast in Isaiah (chapter 
Iviii. 11.) " The Lord shall guide thee continually." 
I am, my dear friend, ever yours, while, &c. 

* An Earnest Invitation to the Friends of the Established Church to 
join /With several of their brethren, clergy and laity, in setting apart 
one hour in the Sunday of every week for prayer and luppticatic 
especially during the present troublesome times. 
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[A solemn act of coofetsion and intercession, suited to the plan of 
tiraae London clergy and other friends to the Established Church, as 
specified in the Earnest Invitation, &c. requesting all the well-dis. 
posed Christians (laity as well as clergy) throughout this nation, to 
join with them in a solemn act of humiliation for one hour every 
Sunday evening, vis. from eight of the dock till nine, on account of 
their own sins and the sins of this nation, especially during these 
calamitous times, via. in 1757.] 

1. O BLESSED Lord, let the words of my mouth, 
snd the meditation of my heart, be at this time ac- 
ceptable in thy sight as the incense, and let this now 
lining up of my hands be a sweet-smelling sacrifice ! 
Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come onto 
thee. 

O most great and glorious God ! just and terrible 
in thy judgments to all obstinate and rebellious sin- 
ners, but of infinite mercy to such as with true sor- 
row and l^earty repentance turn unto thee; look 
down, I beseech thee, with mercy and compassion 
upon Die, now presenting myself before thee, owning 
that I am not worthy so much as to lift up my eyes 
to the throne of thy glorious Majesty. O Lord, my 
sins are so many and so great, that it is owing to thy 
•mercy alone^that I have not been long since consum- 
ed, but yet have another opportunity of humbling 
myself before thee, and begging mercy for my own 
soul, who have so grievously sinned against thee. I 
confess, O Lord, what thou knowest already, but I 
confess it to manifest thy justice, and to glorify thy 
mercy, which has spared me so long : I confess and 
acknowledge, O Lord, that I brought a depraved and 

- sinful nature into the wbrld with me, from whence 
all my actual sins have flowed and proceeded, as im- 

-pure streams from a polluti^ fountain. O blessed 
God, I beseech thee, for thy dear Son Jesus Christ's 
sake, to humble me, and that greatly, for this my 
original corruption ! Lord, let me see it in the 
strongest light ; and never give me rest and peace, 
till from my soul I cry out for, and rely upon, the 
unsinning obedience of my dear Redeemer Jesus 

• Christ, and the assistance of the Spirit for deliverance 
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from it; and grant that this precious balm minr be 
my cure, and restore me again to the image of my 
God I 

O Lord, I have sinned against thee by wilful and 
actual sins; I have left undone those things which I 
ou^ht to have done, and have done those things 
-which I ought not to have done ; — particularly by 
Sttch^ and such a sin. 

[As it is taken for granted, that every one who uses this prayer has 
first of all strictly eiamined binseU; and wrote down all the noto* 
rious sins, both of commission and omission, which he could recol- 
lect that he had been guilty of during the whole course of his life, 
it would here be proper for him to read over that catalogue of his 
ounces very deUberately, that he may be deeply humbled, and truly 
penitent] 

O blessed God, I can give but a wretched ac- 
count of myself. I cannot remember, I fear, the ten 
thousandth part 6{ my offences. Lord save, or 1 
perish ; my crimes are intolerable and shameful, and 
my omissions as well ar my commissibns are innu- 
merable. Oh, what shall I say unto thee, or what 
shall I do ? Oh, thou preserver of men I I am so 
vile, that I. cannot express it; so sinful, that I am 
hateful to myself, and much more abominable must 
I needs be in thy sight I 

Oh, I have sinned, I have sinned I my sins are 

Ciwn shameful, and aggravated to amazement ! 
rd I I can say no more; I am ashamed, I am con- 
founded in thy presence ! 

But yet, O God, thou art the bealier of our breaches, 
and the lifter up of our head ; and I must not, I dare 
not despair. Thou hast opened a fountain for sin 
and for uncleanness, and therefore I am sure thou 
delightest not in the death of a sinner; and though 
my sins are great and numberless, as the sand which 
Hus upon the sea-shore, yet they are infinitely less than 
thy mercies, which thou hast revealed to all penitent 
and returning sinners in Jesus Christ ! 

For his sake, therefore, be pleased to look down 
into the dust, and lift up a poor helpless sinner from 
the dunghill ! for Christ's siakci let me not perish in. 

o2 
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my folly, nor be consumed iti thy heaTy displeasure ! 
for Christ's sake, gire nie time and space to repent» 
and give tne also power to do it by the assistance of 
ihy blessed Spirit \ 

Support me with an holy hope; confirm me witb 
an operative and lively iaith ; and kindle a bright and 
burning charity in my soul : give roe patience in suf- 
fering, and severity in judging, and in condeuming 
my sins \ that judging myseU, I may not be con- 
demned of thee; that mourning for my sins, I may 
rejoice in thy pardon ; that destroying my jsins, I may 
live in righteousness ; that denying ray own will, I 
may always endeavour to perform thine ; and that, 
by the assistance of thy blessed Spirit, I may over- 
come all carnal and spiritual wickedness* May I 
walk in thy lights may I delight in thy service; mav 
1 perfect my obedience; be wbolQr delivefed, as well 
from the power of sin, as punishment of it; and so 
be for ever preserved from thy wrath, and at last pass 
on from a certain expectation to an actual enjo3rment 
of the glories of thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
my blessed Lord and Saviour t Amen. 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confessing my 
own sins, and humbling myself before thee as a pri- 
vate and particular person, I think myself bound, in 
humility and duty, after the example of thy servant 
Daniel, to look upon myself in a still farther sinfiil 
light, viz. as an inhabitant of a profligate and rd>el- 
lious nation ; and so^ like Daniel also, to confess the 
sins of my people ! May I fed the concern of the 
Psalmist when he exclaimed, ** Rivers of tears run 
down mine eyes, because men keep not thy law," 
Psalm cxix. ISO. And oh ! that my supplications, 
and the supplications of all those who at this ap- 
pointed hour have agreed solemnly to seek thy face, 
and to confess their own sins, and the sins of the 
people of this land ; O that they may meet witb the 
same gracious acceptance with thee as Daniel did \ 
O that the commandment may come' forth at the 
beginning of our supplication, <* to make an end of 
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our sins, and to makereconciliation for our iniquities, 
that thou majest once more be our God, and we thy 
^people!" ^ 

Let thy merciful ears, O God, therefore be open 
unto our prayers, and spare all those who confess 
their sins unto thee I that they whose consciences by 
ain are accused, by thy merciful pardon may be ab- 
solved, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

<< O Lord, the great and faithful God, keeping 
covenant and mercy with them that love him and 
keep his commandments 1" (Deut* vii. 9.) we have 
sinned, O Lord, we have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, by departing 
from thy precepts and from thy judgments; neither 
liave we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, 
nor to thy Son Jesus Christ, nor to his apostles, who 
in thy holy word have spoken unto our fathers and 
thp people of the land. 

O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us confusion of face as at this day, to our kings, 
to our princes, to our fathers, and to ourselves, be- 
cause of the trespasses which we have trespassed 
against thee; yea, we have all as one man trans-^^ 
gressed aeainst thee, by departing from thee^ and not 
obeying thy voice ; therefore the curse is poured out 
upon .us, and thou hast confirmed the word which 
tbou haat spoken against us ! Thou hast brought 
upon us many and sore evils, yet made we not our 
prayer before thee, that we might turn from our ini- 
quity and understand thy truth. 

But, O blessed Lord, to thee belong mercies and 
forgiveness, though we have rebelled against thee. 
O Lord, we confess our wickedness and are sorry for 
our sins ; we beseech thee, therefore, according to all 
thy righteousness and all thy gracious promises, and 
for the sake of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, let thine 
anger and thy fury be turned away from us I Bow 
down thine ear, O Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, 
O Lord, and see, and behold our miseries and our 
desolation ! for we do not present our supplications 
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before thee trusting in our owa righteousness^ but 
in thy manifold and great mercies, and of the truth 
which thou hast shewed of old time to us thy servants : 
But thou art the same, whose property is always to 
. have mercy ; have mercy upon us, therefore, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for thy dear 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake ; forgive us all that 
is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
thee in newness of life, to the honour ami glory of 
thy name ! And let the consideration of our sinful* 
ness and un worthiness, and of thy manifold warnings 
to us, and long-sufferings towards us, increase in us 
true repentance, that iniquity may not be our de- 
struction ! and increase in us also more and more a 
lively faith and love, fruitful in all holy obedience, 
that thou mayest still continue thy favour, together 
with the light of thy gospel, to us and our posterity ! 
and this we beg for thy dear Son Jesus Christ's s^e, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. 

S. And naw I have here confessed to thee my own 
sins, and the sins of the people, I desire farther to 
offer up my prayers in behalf of all mankind, that 
both Jew and Gentile may believe in, and glorify 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent ! Protect and prosper thy holy catholic 
church ; preserve it pure in doctrine and worship ; 
root out of it whatever is a scandal to thy most holy 
religion ; unite its professors and enlarge its borders ; 
especially bless that part of it in these nations to 
which I belong; and as, in thine infinite mercy, thou 
hast been pleased to vouchsafe us abundant illumina- 
tion of thy gospel, be pleased to grant that by our 
sins we may not extinguish the light of it. 

Inflame the ministers and stewards of thy myste- 
ries with a lively and burning zeal for the conversion 
of souls. Impress it deeply upon them, that cursed 
is he that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully ; 
and be pleased, O Lord, to assist theai with thy 
blessed Spirit, and to direct them to the use of such 
means as may be efiectual to bring about, and accom- 
plish that desh*ab]e and happy end. 



Be pleased likewise to bliess all those our dissenting 
brethren^ of what denomination soever they be, who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity I Reconcile 
our hearts to them, and theirs to us ! grant that there 
may be an end of those animosities, . and bitter dis* 
poteiBi which have so long and so sadly disturbed the 
peaces and hindered the union of Protestants ! ami 
grant also, that there may be only this one holy con- 
tention between us, whether the ministers out of the 
established church, or they that are in it, shall la- 
bour most for the glory of our common Master, and 
for the salvation of those souls committed to their 
care, and for whom he shed his blood. 

Bless, likewise, our Sovereign Lord King George, 
and all his royal family ! make them pure and holy 
in their lives ! raise up an active and vigorous spirit 
in their hearts, for the punishment and rooting out 
of wickedness and vice, and for the encouragement 
and maintenance of true religion among us. 

And be pleased, O Lord, to give the spirit of wis- 
dom to all his counsellors, and to the magistrates of 
all ranks through the nation, that they may be ena- 
bled faithfully to discharge that great trust which is 
reposed in them, to thy honour, and to the benefit 
and advantage of his Majesty and the nation 1 

Be pleased likewise to go forth with our fleets and 
.armies I bless ail their endeavours against our ene- 
mies, and give them success in the day of battle* 

Have .mercy upon all the afflicted members of thy 
church, whether in mind, body, or estate i Pity their 
condition, O Lord I pity it, and lay no more upon 
them than they are able to bear, but give them de- 
liverance in thy good appointed time, if it be thy 
blessed will I Have compassion upon all that are in 
error, but sincerely seek the truth ; on all that are 
engaged in sinful courses, and led captive by their 
lusts, that they may have grace and strength to break 
their bonds ; and on all those who never ppay for 
themselves ! Opea their eyes, O Lord, and melt their 
stony hearts ; awakeji them, though it be e^en with 
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thunder, to a sensible feeling of their sad conditioa; 
andy for thy mercy's sake, suffer them no longer to 
sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death ; may 
they see before it be too late the danger and madness 
of thus living without God in the world. 

4. Finally, O Lord, I desire to return thee mj 
unfeigned praises and thanksgivings for the manifold 
expressions of tby goodness and loving-kindness to 
me and to all mankind ! I bless thee for my creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life, and 
for all the helps and advantages which thou hast 
vouchsafed me for the obtaining a better ; but above 
all, for thy astonishing love to mankind in Jesus Christ, 
for all that he hath done and suffered for us, and 
continues still to do for us by his powerful interces- 
sion at thy right hand ! humbly beseeching thee, 
that I thy servant, together with all thos« who have 
lived and died in the faith of his holy name, may 
follow the example of his heavenly life, that finally 
with them I may be made a partaker of the merits 
of his obedience and death, in a joyful resurrection 
to everlasting life ! 

All these confessions, prayers, supplications, in- 
tercessions, and thanksgivings, I humbly put up to 
the throne of |[race, in the name and words of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who, in compassion 
to our infirmities, hath taught us thus to prayi 
" Otir Father," &c 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 

N. B. — The above prayer may be enlarged and im- 
proved as time and occasion shall offer ; and it may 
not be improper to remind every Christian, that the 
first time he makes use of it, he ought to set apart 
at least half an hour for self-examination, and writ- 
ing down the sins of which he finds himself guilty* 
The following Sundays he will reconsider what he 
has wxitten, and thereby form a judgment what is 
his progress in, or deviation from, the path which 
leads to heaven. After having spent some Sunday 
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evenings in this deroat exercise^ he should be upon 
his guard lest be be tempted to leave it off. -O may 
be never be tired of such a good work I the more 
he prayS) the more be will ha^re strength to perse* 
vers. It is humbly hoped, that all who read this will 
immediately purchase the £amest Invitation, &c. 
the price of which, as has been before observed, is no 
more than a penny; and then, after having weighed 
it with the attention which a matter of this impor- 
tance deserves, they will, to use the author's own 
words, <' judge whether it be not a seasonable and a 
safe measure which we would persuade you to take; 
and you will take it, if you are indeed a friend to our 
present happy establishment in church and state/ 
Your love for them will put you upon the doing 
every thing that lies in your power to serve them ; 
and here you have a fair opportunity, of which, if 
you make use, it cannot but do you service, and 
may be a blessing to tbem. Pray for theni at the 
appointed bour, (namely from eight to nine every 
Sunday evening). Determine, through God's assis- 
tance, that nothing shall hinder you from joining us. 
Break through all enguements, all hinderances, to 
meet at the throne of grace the Lord's people. 
[Consider that Ood knoweth his secret ones, and 
will reward them openly]. And moreover, for your 
encouragement, remember, that he who sitteth upon 
the throne is the God who h£ar£Th paATER, and 
who has invited you (Psal. L 15.) to call upon him 
in the day of trouble ; so will I hear thee, says he, 
and thou shalt praise me.** What a comfortable 
promise is here to animate every one to make part of 
this praying' congregation ! 
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Mt dear Friend, — I truly sympathize with you 
in all your calamities ; but to be afflicted more or 
less, is the common lot of God's people ; and it is 
frequently their fate to be exercised with frowning 
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providences in a remarkably grievous manner. Un* 
der such circumstances we should suggest soft hints 
of admonition, with the same friendly intention as 
actuated the prophet Jeremiah, when he addressed 
this exhortation to his countrymen, << Let us search 
and try our ways, and,'' if we are found delinquents, 
** turn again unto the Lord," Lam. iii. 4*. We 
should likewise comfort each other by observing, that 
God, who heareth prayer, has bowels of everlasting 
compassion, and does not willingly afflict the sons of 
men ; that this adorable God has given his all*gk>rK 
ous Son to be a bleeding sacrifice for our sins ; and 
that if he withheld not his Son, his only San, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also 
with him freely give us all things ? i^l things that 
pertain to life and godliness ;" to subsistence here, 
and salvation for ever, t^rompted by the infinite 
benignity of his nature, and engaged by his inviolable 

Eromise, he never faileth those that seek him. O 
ow ready is he to give his Holy Spirit I to give all 
happiness to those that with an humble sincerity will . 
apply to him I infinitely more ready than we are to 
give our children a morsel of bread to save them 
from perishing with hunger. These are indeed com- 
fortable considerations, and are the strongest reasons 
why we should continually be making our requests 
known unto him. 

I fear Mr Sm — h is a very bad man, and too 
justly deserves the name you give him. Labourers, 
I am told, are distressed by his neglecting to pay 
them ; which I can assure you very much grieves 
me, nor is it in mv power to redress them. I wish 
it was ; they should soon see what it is to have to 
do with one ^^ who nameth the name of Christ," 2 
Tim. ii. 19. 

Please to lend me Dr Squire's Indifference for 
Religion Inexcusable. I migntily like the title of it. 
He bears so eood a character, both as a scholar and 
a man, that I hope it will be an antidote against the 
fesbionable and growing indifference to religion^ 
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Did you ever see a shilling poenty entitled the Bat-^ 
tie of the Sexes ? It is wrote in the spirit of Spenser, 
and is indeed one of the prettiest things I ever met 
with. But it is very evident that the author has 
taken his plan from Fletcher's Purple Island.* The 
celebrated Pitt of New College, who translated Vir- 
gil and Vida, has wrote a complimentary copy of 
verses, which are prefixed ; a specimen of which I 
have here selected to shew you the nature of it. 

What inuse but yours so justly could display 

The embattled passions marshaird in array ? 

Bid the ranged appetites in order move, 

Give hut a figure, and a shape to love T 

To airy notions solid forms dispense ! 

And make our thoughts the images of sense / 

Discover all tixii rational machine, 

And shew the movements, springs, and wheels within ? 

As I was looking yesterday at my preface to the 
new edition of Jenks's Meditations, I observed, in 
the catalogue of his works, that, either through my 
own or the printer's negligence, two little pieces are 
omitted : one of them is his Serious Thoughts on the' 
Wonderful God ; which is very useful in assisting 
us to form proper notions of the divine perfections ; 
the other is his Glorious Victory of Chastity, exem- 
plified in Joseph's hard conflict, and happy escape. 
It is pity that this little piece is not more regarded 
by parents, as it is perhaps the best thins of its size 
ever wrote on the subject, and ought to be put into 
the hands of all young people ; for as St Augustine 
justly observes, " Inter omnia certamina Christiano* 
rum duriora sunt praelia castitatis ; nam ibi continua 
pugna, et rara victoria/'f 

if another edition of Jenks's Meditations should 
be demanded, and if it should please God to take me 
to himself before that time, I here desire'the favour 
of you to see that these two little tracto be inserted 

• See Letter CCVI. 

f The meaning of which is : ** Amidst all the various and sharp 
encounters in the Cliristian warfare, the attacks on our chastity are 
perhaps the most formidable, as the combat is strenuous and lasting ; 
a complete victory being rarely obtained/* 
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in the catalogue of Mr Jenks's writings^ given in the 
preface to that book by your ever affectionate, &c. 
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Weston-Favell, April 28. 1757. 

What has my dear friend been speaking for the 
honour of hiac^ who saved his life from destruction? 
How are you ? how is your lady, after your great 
fright,* and greater deliverance? Calm now, I 
trust, and no emotions in your mind but of gratitude 
to the great Preserver of men, who kept all your 
bones, so that not one of them is broken. 

Now, I hope, you will be steadily and uniformly 
serious. You see, God warns you, yet spares you. 
To others he has appointed such dangers as befell 
you yesterday, to be the messenger of death; to 
you he has designed them only as an admonition of 
love ; hear then your Preserver's voice. Trifle no 
longer with Christ and his salvation ; be zealous, I 
mean discreetly zealous, for your Saviour, and for 
that gospel, which you understand better than most 
of our clergymen. How can you refuse to speak 
boldly for such a Master, and to devote yourself to 
his service in earnest, who forgives all your back- 
slidings, watches over you with such tender compas- 
sion, and xvaitSf yea, ^aits to be gracious unto yoti i 

My dear friend, may the Lord Jesus turn us both 
to himself, who is our refuge, our salvation, and all 
our hope ; who should be our boast, our triumph, and 
all our joy. 

I long to see your amiable friend the Reverend 

* The gentleonn was driving bis wife in a one-borae chaise, when 
the horse suddenly took fright, and flung his hinder leg over one of 
the shafts, just by tbe side of a very deep ditch : being thus en- 
tangled, and a high-mettled horse, be kicked with all imaginable 
fury, and several times his hoofs came within a hair's breadth of their 
heads. They called in vain on their servant, who had loitered be- 
hind ; and they must both have inevitably been dashed to pieces, had 
not the horse, by the violence of his kicking, broke the harness, bar, 
and shafts, and thos fortunately disentangled himself. 
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Mr Dyer's poem on the Fleece. I suppose he will 
make you a present of it. When you have done 
with it| please to send it me. I hear it is to be 
sold at five shillings, which I cannot afford to give 
for it. 

In your last letter you asked me for two guineas 
out of my charity purse, for our very deserving and 
very distressed friend. Indeed it is quite exhausted; 
nay, I do not think I have a single guinea in the 
world, even for my own use ; though I forbear every 
unnecessary expense," and want many of the little 
conveniencies of life, that I may be enabled to snc-* 
cour the worthy servants of Christ. I have agreed 
to go halves with Rivington in the profits of my 
book ; and I always make it a maxim, not to give 
till I have gotten. Be just before you are generous, 
is your own rule too. If the Lord pleases to prosper 
my work, I will very readily communicate to the 
comfort of such worthy objects as you may think pro- 
per to recommend to the charity of, my dear friend» 
yours very affectiooately. 

LETTER CLXXIX. 

Dear Sir, — Mr Moses Browne * has, I thinks 
thirteen children. One is settled in the world ; and 
a friend of his has taken another for his clerk, gratis. 
We propose to put out one of his daughters to some 
decent business, by which she may have the means 
of getting her livelihood. He has been at a great 
expense, poor man ! by the sickness of his family. 
Your contribution on this occasion will be accept- 
able. Dr has offered to augment the collec- 
tion ; and Mr , I am sure, will readily add his 

charitable assistance, especially if you recommend 
the case. 

• The Rev. Mr Moses Browne (the author of Sanday Thoughts, 
and various other pieces) is now vicar of Ohiey in Buckinghamshire, 
the revenue of which is about fifty pounds, being hia only income, 
and he above fifty years old* 
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We are in daily expectation of our friend H. I 
wish you could make up the triumvirate of the guests. 
At all our social interviews, our news is fetched from 
the Bible; Christ is the monarch, and heaven the 
country, on which we discourse. O that I may be 
enabled to improve these precious opportunities ! not 
be like Pharaoh's lean kine, destitute of growth, 
though crammed with plenty ! My flock would have 
been peculiarly delighted to have heard your voice in 
the pulpit; they woul(} have hung on your lips ; and, 
I verily believe, the words would not have been in 
vain in the Lord. There is no expedient so effisctnal 
to warm our hearts, as an unremitted endeavour to 
awaken the love of a bleeding Saviour in the breast 
of others. 

I am truly grieved at the account of yourself. 
You know who has said, *< I will heal their back- 
slidings, and love them freely;" and dare we, by 

{giving way to unbelief make the God of truth a 
iar ? Hear the words of the Lord, spoken by Je- 
remiah, chap. iii. 12. << Return, thou backsliding 
Israel, and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon 
ou ; only acknowledge thine iniquities which thou 
last transgressed against the Lord thy God." 
Recommend Jenks's Victory of Chastity to Mr 

f and tell him, that though the lusts of the flesh 

are inveterate enemies, yet three methods may be 
prescribed for a victory over them. 1. A believing 
application of the Redeemer's death. The saints in 
glory, once men of like passions with ourselves, over- 
came throuffh the blood of the Lamb. He << bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, thatwe, being 
dead unto sin, might live unto righteousness." 2. 
An habitual reliance on the Spirit of God. << If ye, 
through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live." Christ by his Spirit acts on our de* 
praved, polluted hearts, as a refiner's fire, and as 
fuller's soap. 3. An improvement of the divine 
promises. God ** has given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises ; that by these we might be 
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partakers of a divine natare, baying escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust." 

These, tell Mr to lay up in his memory; on 

t^iese let him meditate; and plead them before our 
heavenly Father in frequent, frequent prayer. And 
let him be of good comfort, the blessing of Gad 
will be his portion. *< Gad, a troop shall overcome 
him, but he shall overcome at the last." See Gem 
xlix. 19. 

Oiir dear friend presents his love ; and wishes you 
may be very zealous for the Lord God of hosts. 
You have constantly an interest in my best prayers, 
but I am utterly unworthy to approach the immacu- 
late purity and infinite holiness of the great God ; 
yet blessed be his adorable name for Jesus Christ. 
Oh let us fly to Christ ! '< Turn ye to this strong- 
hold, ye prisoners of hope." Let us cast our every 
burden upon the Lord Redeemer; have access into 
the holiest through his precious blood ; and trust in 
his ever-acceptable intercession ; for he intercedes, 
delightful truth I he intercedes for transgressors. I 
anfi, dear sir, &c. 
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Dear Sik, — Mr Hayward and Mr Pike's Cases 
€^ Conscience are printed in two volumes, the first 
of which I here send you. I return you Smollett's 
History of England, and West's Pindar, with thanks. 
How empty all these polite pieces appear, compared 
with the sacred page 1 May this delight ojur taste, 
for this alone can comfort our heart. What I pro- 
posed to write relating to the subject of Visiting on 
Sundays,. (See Vol. V.) was executed the beginning 
of last week : Yet, to say the truth, I am in some 
measure backward to propagate and enforce it ; bei* 
cause, till people begin to taste something of the love 
of God, and find ddight in Christ Jesus, such truths, 
I doubt, will only startle, and make them dread re- 
ligion as burdensome. 
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Thanks for the venison. We cannot dress it to- 
day. All my family are to be at court this morning. 
The King of heaven has sent positive orders, and 
will not excuse either man-servant or maid-servant 
Will you' net give us your company in the after- 
noon ? When Mr ■ . performs the whole service 
at my church, I fiincy you will not be disappointed 
Hor unedified ; he seems to have a ready utterance, 
a very good voice, and a fervent zeal for the honour 
of Christ : may the ari'ow of the gospel go forth from 
his lips as the lightning ! Fhope you wul bring your 
wife with you; such lively preaching as I expect, 
may be a blessing to both of you. O that Christ 
may guide us with his counsel, and warm us with 
his love; make us useful in our generation, and 
meet for his heavenly kingdom ! 

Why does our friend talk of not accepting , 

because it is a paltry living ? Surely he would not 
reckon that a paltry thing, which gave him an oppor- 
tunity of preaching Christ, and winning souls. If 
he did, he would not be able to say, with a cer- 
tain minister now in glory, " I seek not yours, but 
you." The blessed hope of that glory is enough, 
is enough : Lord, strengthen it, brighten it, increase 
it, ever more and more. O that ministers may 
work for their dying Lord, while they have health; 
remembering, that sickness may confine them to their 
chamber, and death will imprison them In the grave. 
God Almighty give us courage, that we may fight 
the good fight of faith ; and prudence, that we may 
not dishonour our high calling. Ere long, eternity 
receives us, and then we rest ^om our labours; then 
we forget our transient toil, amidst innumerable ages 
of perfection, and glory, and joy. For ail this, not 
unto us, O Lord Jesus, not unto us, but unto thy love, 
thy righteousness, thy intercession, be the praise ! 

What say you to my late well-meant admonition? 
You are not offended, I hope. We must be faithful 
to each other, or else how can we expect to meet 
with comfort at the great tribunal ; to meet with 
transport amidst the angels of light? 
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I have not heard from Biddeford ; as soon as I 
rei^eive information, it shall be communicated to you* 
And may the Lord fulfil that promise to us both ; 
<< I will inform thee, and teach theci in the way 
wherein thou shalt go/' 

Pray have you got Dr Armstrong's poem on 
Health ? It is highly extolled by Mr Wharton, the 
translator of Virgil, as a most correct, and (which 
with him seems to comprehend all excellency) ^ a 
classical performance. I should like to peep upon 
it by way of amusement; for as to the blessing it 
celeorates, I expect it not, till this vile body is made 
like unto Christ's glorious body. Blessed be God 
for this delightful hope : may it every day be brighter 
in you, and brighter in your most affectionate, Ice. 



LETTER CLXXXL 

My dear Friend, — Sincerest thanks for your 
ben^olent offices ; may they, through our great High- 
Priest, and in the incense of his atonement, go up as 
a memorial before God ; not as a demand, (we may 
observe), not as a bill drawn upon Heaven, but only 
as a memorial. 

I had a very restless night, tore almost to pieces 
by my cough. Strange I that these flimsy vessels can 
bear such violent straining ! that none of them will 
burst, and let the battered soul slip away to her 
eternal rest in Christ I 

Here are two sets of the Meditations, with which 
you^may gratify some of your acquaintance. The 
Lord Jesus Christ grant that they may promote his 
glory. Do not you often wish, often pray, that the 
same blessed effect may be produced by your book ? 
We authors should not be like the ostriches in the 
wilderness, cruel and forgetful of their young, Lam. 
iv. S. 

If you have Dr Grey's translation of Hawkins 
Browne's Latin poem on the Immortality of the 
Soul, favour me with the sight of it : it is a grand 
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subject ; it IB a glorious subject ; and, when consider- 
ed in connexion with Jesus Christ, it is a delightful 
subject. Oh ! that it may incite us to aim, not at 
the things wh^h are seen, for they are temporal ; 
but at the things which are not seen, for they are 
etemaU 

I have found the little treatise, entitled. Recovery 
from Sickness. It is one of the most pertinent and 
rational, the most animating and encouraging, that I 
have seen on the occasion. Few properer pieces, I 
think, can be put into a sick person's hand. May the 
Lord God, omnipotent and gracious, accompany it 
witlt-his blessing ! 

I am always complaining ; complaining of my poor 
body ; but, I trust, more and more resigned to the 
unerring and gracious will of my Lord. 

I beg, I entreat you, if you value the honour of 
the gospel, that you will dissuade those polite persons 
you mention, from coming to hear me to-morrow. 
JVCy spirits sink more and more. I am visited with 
some returns of my hacking cough, perhaps I shall 
not be able to speak at all. Such disagreeable cir- 
cumstances will only expose me, and create in them 
very unpleasing ideas of what I shall deliver. My 
imagination is ffone. I am sensible my sermons are 
flat, and my voice spiritless. Why therefore should 
you bring persons of taste to see the nakedness of the 
land ? The poor country people love me tenderly, 
and therefore bear with my infirmities ; else I should 
no longer attempt to preach even before them. I am 
now unfit to appear in the pulpit. 

I hope Dr Swan's journey will be blessed to the 
restoration and establishment of his health. I wish 
I n^ay never forget the text on which he heard the 
minister of Weston preach : I wish we may all en- 
joy the blessing comprised and promised in it : '< I 
will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever." 
Do not you, my dear friend, think of such things ? 
talk of such things to your lady, and instruct your 
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children in such things ? O ! let us remember the 
Judge is at the door, and eternity is near. I heartily 

wish Mrs a speedy recovery, and a sanctified 

improvement of her affliction. See, my dear friend, 
how all flesh is grass ; but Jesus and his great salva- 
tion endureth for ever : here is indeed an everlasting 
possession. The text particularly fit for me and for 
you to meditate on, (viz. Heb. i. 2, 3.) I will preach 
on next Sunday. Can any be more grand in itself, 
or more consolatory to us sinners ? 

How go you on ? do you see any opening in the 
afikir we last talked about? are you come to any de- 
termination? Remember him who sees, this very 
moment, all the consequences of every step we take ; 
and who hath said, in tender compassion to our ig- 
norance, *^ The Lord shall guide thee continually.** 
Pray, beware of precipitate resolutions ;y^5/ma lente. 
Whatever we do, whithersoever we go, may we say 
with the Psalmist, *< This God is our God for ever 
and ever; he shall be our guide even unto death.*' 
My weak state of body dispirits my mind, and ener- 
vates my hand. Oh that I may be strong in faith, 
joyful through hope, and rooted in charity ! and not 
I only, but my dear friend, whose I am cordially 
and inviolably, while, &c. 
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Dear Sir, — I should be glad to suggest any 
thing, either for your improvement or consolation. 
But what can I suggest while you entertain such 
hard thoughts of dnrist, and will not be persuaded 
out of this strange notion, << That the curse of God 
has lighted on you, and will follow you to the grave ?" 
Such a thought (and it must be taken up without any 
real foundation) not only renders you extremely 
miserable, but will blast all your future usefubiess. 
Suppose you had rebelled against God, even in a 
more extraordinary degree than even your own ima- 
gination can paint ; and suppose you was rejected by 

VOL. VI. p 



538 ▲ COLLSCTIOK 

him at the present; yet what says the apostle St 
James? chap. iv. 10. <* Humble yourself in the sight 
of the Lord, and he will lift you up." 

As to the quotations from Mr — 's letter to you, 
wherein he observes, with a kind of triumphant ma* 
lignity, ** That the devil had taken an advantage of 
you, in relation to some imprudent management in 

the afiair at ,'&c. &c. &c. and dragged you (as he 

expresses it) through a horse-pond, dirtied and wet, 
to the great diversion of the spectators ;" I ask, of 
what spectators ? Of the worldly-minded pnly, and 
the envious, to whom your former flourishing state, 
as a first-rate Christian, was a constant and visible 
reproach ; yet Christ (though you are now thus de- 
pressed) is still your friend, and will break Satan^s 
teeth ; and though dirty, will cleanse you ; though 
wet, -will receive and warm you. 

Now let me put a question to you : Would you 
reject your child, because^ when dressed in its best 
clothes, he had met with a like misfortune ? Or sup- 
pose he had rambled out in the snow, and scratched 
himself with briers, and come to you bleeding and 
cold, would you turn him out of doors, when he 
claimed your pity? We do not know Christ well 
enough. How kind ! how good he is to us I What 
is my kindness and compassion for you (on which 
you seem to place so high a value) in comparison of 
Christ's ? Have I been nailed to the cross for you ? 
Oh pray earnestly to Him ; for 



•To Him, to Hiniy 'tis given, 



Passion, and care, and anguish to destroy ; 
Through Him, soft peace and plenitude of joy 
Perpetual o'er the world redeem'd shall flow. 

Paioa's Solomon. 

He has satisfied God for all your sins ; he is your ad- 
vocate, and has procured for you the inestimable gift 
of the Holy Spirit to subdue your iniquities. Culti- 
vate the love of God in your heart, and he will make 
your path of duty plain before you. I dare say, God 
will make you more abundantly useful than ever. 
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Oh bring your mind off from this destructive notion, 
" That the curse of God follows you/' This is a 
suggestion of Satan's to prevent your usefulness ; but 
remember that text, *< The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly ou^ of temptation," 2 Pet. ii. 9. ; and 
he will certainly deliver you out of this, and restore 
you to his wopted favour. 

Do not select such terrifying texts for your medi- 
tation, as in your letter you tell me you have done. 
It is as improper, as if you should eat the coldest 
melon, or use the most slight covering, when shiver* 
ing with an ague. Chuse, the morning after you re- 
ceive this letter, (by way of antidote to the texts of 
your own selecting), the following for your medita- 
tion : " His mercy is greater than the heavens," 
Psalm cviii.4. " His mercy endureth for ever,** Psalm 
cxviii. 1. Put together these two expressions, and 
see whether they do not amount to more than either 
your imprudences or your distress. You have, to 
be sure, done amiss, and dealt foolishly in the mat- 
ter of ■ . God forbid I should justify your 

conduct ; but oh I let it not be said, let it not be once 
surmised, that it is beyond the reach of God's un- 
raeasurable goodness to pardon, or of Christ's im- 
mensely rich merits to expiate. The Lord loves you 
with an everlasting love ; and take, if you please, the 
latter part of the xxxth of Isaiah, ver. 18. for your 
contemplation : the words are^ <* For the Lord is a 
God of judgment ; blessed are they that wait for 
him.** 

None can tell, none can think, what mercy there 
is with the Lord ; with inconceivable tenderness his 
bowels yearn towards the weakest, frailest believer in 
bis dear Son. We have dishonoured his holiness, 
and violated his law ; but let us not, to accumulate 
our follies, derogate from the boundless riches of his 
mercy in Jesus Uhrist, to all those who seek and en- 
treat it. There is a wide difference between humili- 
ation and despair. Draw near to Christ with an 
humble boldness. 
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May you see many, many years on earth ; and 
when the earth shall be no more, ma5' you be receiv- 
ed into the New Jerusalem ; wheUe dwelleth righte- 
ousness, consummate rlffhteousness, and everlasting 
happmess. This, my dear sir, is my earnest wish 
and my fervent prayer for you, and for myself; who 
am, With great compassion and true regard, your 
obliged humble servant and friend. 

P. S. — My favourite author Liborius Zimmernian- 
nus, whispers to me on this occasion the following 
passage: « Said I not unto thee. If thou wouldst 
BELIEVE, thou shouldst SEE the glory of God, and 
experience his gooddess, when least deserved, or 
rather notoriously forfeited?" Hence may we be 
convinced, that his loving kindness is unbounded, is 
unwearied, is infinite; as much surpassing all oiir 
follies and all our thoughts, as the world of waters 
exceeds the drop of a bucket. Oh for a spirit of 
steady faith, to live under the continual belief of this 
precious, precious truth. 

LETTER CLXXXIII. 

Saturday morning* 
Dear Sir, — I am sorry to hear that Mr 
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should think my doctrine tends to the introduction 
of licentiousness. Far, very far from it ! Mine is 
the genuine doctrine of the Scriptures; and the only 
doctrine to reclaim mankind, as it encourages sin- 
ners not to continue in their sins, but to turn unto 
their injured Lord, and receive salvation at his bene- 
ficent hand. << Him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out," are our blessed Master's own words ; 
and all my writings, preaching, and conversation, 
are founded on that comfortable declaration to my 
lost, undone fellow-creatures ; that tender invitation 
to those, in whom there is no health. 

But Mr — '■ — is ofiended at this. He, like the 
Egyptian taskmasters of old, requires men to make 
brick without straw. '< Let us (says he, unmindful 
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of our impotence) make ourselves betteri and theti 
go to Christ, who will receive us favourably for our 
works* sake." But in this view, our works, even if 
we could perform them without the grace of Christ, 
would be ine£fectual ; Luke xvii. 20. Are these ca- 
pable of expiating the suilt of a polluted race, and of 
procuring salvation ? If our works could do this, then 
these and not Christ would be our Saviour. If we 
had aright to demand a recompense for our works, 
even 6n a supposition they were perfect, then a 
Redeemer and his death would be useless. Surely, 

therefore, Mr *s notions are contrary to the whole 

tenor of the gospel I May the divine Spirit open his 
eyes; and incline his heart, to discover that Christ 
offers himself to all who will come. The vilest of 
men have just the same right toChrist and his merits, 
as the best of men ; a right founded not on tneir 
awakened desires, not on any thing in themselves, 
but purely, solely, entirely on the free grant of a 
Saviour. We are all sinners, though in a more or 
less degree; and we must all flee to Uhrist for spirit- 
ual blessings, not as deserving, but as guilty crea- 
tures ; — a sad mortifi<;ation this to the proud world- 
tings, or to the self-righteous moralist, whom it is 
the design of the gospel to humble. 

Mr — — (as I dare say you have often heard him) 
speaks of heaven made easy, << upon condition of 
obedience to the gospel commands."* This would 
not be very easy to mef whatever it might be to him. 
But if heaven and eternal life be << the gift of Crod 
through Jesus Christ," and given us on account of 
his obedience unto death, then it is easy indeed. 
What love is here ! Well might the apostle Paul 
say, that " the love of Christ constraineth us." Christ 
mi^es us free ; and those whom He makes free, are 
free indeed, John viii. 36. This is the way of sal- 

* Mr Henrey bad seen so bad an use made by the. Socini^ns of 
conditions and requisites, in opposition to the doctrine of free grace, 
that he could by no means allow even faith, much less our obedience. 
to be called a condition. 
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vation pointed out to us by the wisdom of the Al- 
mighty. May our eyes be enlightened to see this 
way, which many wise men overlook, at which many 
great men are offended I 

I wish Mr . > - would study his Bible more, 
and the classics less. There is little good to be got 
by reading the Scripture carelessly; but he who 
humbly applies to God for direction, and exercises 
himself therein constantly and conscientiously, will 
find such an efficacy as is not to be found in any other 
book whatever; and therefore it is called, by way 
of pre-eminence, The BIBLE (or The BOOK); 
importing, that as this, and only this, is a divine 
work, no other books can be compared, or even so 
much as named, with it. It is the book of books ; 
the Book of God, Mr ■ however neglects 

thfs book, I fear ; and indeed, if I may speaK niy 
sentiments to you freely, I look upon him to be 
so puffed up with pride, and the conceit of his-own 
abilities, that his passions run away with him, and he 
fires at every thing which thwarts any of the notions 
he has imbibed. Is not such a one disqualified for 
friendship? Can a man of his disposition atti^nd coolly 
to arguments against his preconceived opinions, how 
modestly or forcibly soever such Arguments may be 
urged ? This surely is not the spirit of the gospel ; 
nor are these the qualities of one who professes him** 
self a disciple of that Master, whose exhortation is, 
<< Learn of me, for I am lowly and meek*'' I hare 
no hopes of doing Mr . ■ any good; and as we 
think so very differently, the less we have to do with 
one another perhaps the better. He really is not 
now fit even for a companion, much less for a bosom 
friend. No man can be a proper associate' (as a 
writer of no small penetration has judiciously re- 
marked) in whom these or such like infirmities are 
predominant; namely, 

1. If he be reserved, or be incapable of commu- 
nicating his mind freely. 2. If he be haughty, and 
proud of his knowledge, imperious in his disposition. 
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and fond of imposing his own sentiments on us. S. 
If he be positive, and will dispute to the end, by re* 
sisting the clearest evidence^ rather than be overcome. 
4. If he be fretful and peevish, ready to take things 
in a wrong sense. 5. If he affect wit on all occa- 
siond, and is full of his conceits, puns, quibbles, jests, 
and repartees. These may agreeably entertain and 
animate an hour of mirth, but they have no place in 
the 'search after truth. 6. If he carry about him a 
sort of craft and cunning, and disguise, acting rather 
like a spy than a friend. Have a care of sucn a one 
as will make an ill use of freedom in conversation, 
and immediately charge you with shocking tenets, 
when you happen to diner from those sentiments 
vrhich authority or custom^ has established. ?• In 
short, avoid the man who practises any thing that is 
unbecoming the character of a sincere, free, and open 
searcher after truth. And, above all things, pray 
and work against all evil qualities in your own breast. 
I had a letter lately from our old acquaintance in 
the West, who complains grievously of his burdens, 
as he calls them. It seems he has ten children ; and 
is hipped to death lest he and his family should be 
reduced to beggary. His income, to be sure, is scanty 
and precarious ; but I conjured him not to be diflS- 
dent of Rrovidence, reminded him of our blessed 
Master's charge (Matth. vi. 25.) against being too 
anxious about our subsistence in this life; and I 
sent him likewise the following passage from a poem 
of the Rev. Mr Onely's ; assuring him, at the same 
time, that if he would have a due concern for the 
things that are God's, then God would also be care^ 
ful of him and his. 

But daughters, sons, alas ! thy weakness scan ; 
Know prescience never was designed for man. 
Their wants you dread, some able band supplies ; 
Their wealth you build, some accident desuroys. 
From thee some mites, and honest fame be given ; 
The rest from virtue, and the care of Heaven. 

He says, If he had not been deprived of fore- 
sight, he had never married ; and, by way of expla- 
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nation, sent roe an odd quotation, which I have here 
transcribed : ** I cannot but admire the wisdom of 
nature, in denying to men and women that foresight 
when they are young which they acquire at a greater 
age'; for without that, I believe the world could not 
subsist above fourscore years, and a new creation of 
men would be wanted once every hundred years at 
least; since the inconveniencies of marriage are expe^ 
rimentalhf known to overbalance the conveniencies. 
This TouNO FOLKS will not believe, and thus the 
world is peopled/' 

Your friend Colonel — -— has made a present of 
Steeps Christian Hero to all his officers. I wish, 
when he had been in such a disposition, that he 
had given to all the common men Dr Woodward's 
Soldier's Monitor. This book was wrote by the 
command of Queen Anne, as I have been told, and 
delivered to every soldier at the government's ex- 

Eense. The Sailor's Monitor, wrote by the same 
and, was given to every sailor. And I think it 
very impolitic in the government to discontinue so 
well-judged a donation. If I was chaplain to a re* 
giment, i would preach before the soldiers on this 
text : ** I have set the Lord always before me ; be- 
cause he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved,'' 
Psalm xvi. 8. 

Your reflections on seeing the skeleton at Oxford, 
and on your near view of Death (in the emblematical 
shape of a skeleton with an hour-glass and a dart) 
advancing towards you in your late sickness, have 
such a similarity with those of a worthy friend of 
mine, as I think will both surprise'and please you. 
« Oh ! my dear sir," says he, « to talk of death, and 
to enter in earnest upon dying, are two different 
things. To view the messenger, who comes from the 
JupGE of all, as actually approaching with his open 
commission in one hand, and bis uplifted dart to 
execute it in another, (an expecting grave, and an 
eternal judgment in his immediate train), is as difier- 
ent as to view a painted lion, who is only terrible on 
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t^nvass, and actually to see bim with his rolling eyes, 
and really to hear his tremendous roar." 

Have you seen the Rev. Mr Adam's Practical 
Lectures on the Chufch Catechism? He is an 
experienced Christian, and a spirited performance 
it is. The same gentleman wrote the preface to 
Mr Walker's (Truro) heart-searching sermons. Dr 

S made me a present of it ; and wrote in the 

blank leaf before the titie-paee, << What betwixt the 
frenzy of anger, the ague of hopes and fears, the 
fever of love, the consumption of envy, our distem- 
pered minds are kept under a continual disease, 
affainst which these lectures are a certain specific." 
Mr Adam is rector of Wintringham in Lincolnshire; 
and has made, I am told, an amazing reformation 
amongst the people in that neighbourhood, who, 
•before his settlement amongst them, were remark- 
ably dissolute and ignorant. He spares no pains in 
discharging his ministerial duty. His congregations 
are very large, I hear; and men, women, and chil- 
dren, come ten or a do2en miles to attend his preach- 
ing. 

A gentleman lent me the other day Dr Leland's 
View of the Principal Deistical Writers ; amongst 
which is one Morc^an, who styles himself a moral 
PHILOSOPHER, a character which is of late grown 
very fashionable amongst our modern Deists; but 
THET might, with equal propriety, call themselves 
MIRACULOUS HEALERS ; for they could as soon heal 
a decayed body by their moral pAildsop^y^ as thet 
could cure the sin-sick soul by it. Miserable teachers 
are all such, who thus pretend to reform either them- 
selves or mankind. He only can cast devils out of 
^he soul who can say to the leper, *< Be thou dean,'' 
and to the storm, << Be thou still." He only can heal 
the decayed body who hath said to the paralytic, 
"Take up thy bed, and walk." 

I am, dear sir, with great respect and much esteem, 
your most obliged and very bumble servant, &c. 

P. 5. — I have a particular reason for desiring you 

p3 



546 A COLtECTlON 

would give ine your well-weighed opiuion of the 
amiable Dr Watte' Orthodoxy arid Charity United. 
It if wrote wiUi an excellent design. The gentleman 
who persuaded me to purchase it is a person of great 
candour, learning, and piety. He is so fond of this 
book, that he has recommended it to all his distant 
acquaintance, and rarely goes into any compaoy 
without introducing it in the conversation : he extols 
it in the strongest terms as a piece which no Christian 
ought to be without, since its grand end is to pro- 
mote charitable sentiments and practices towards one 
another, amidst the numerous follies and errors of 
the time. Would to God our religious differences 
were properly settled on a sure^ foundation, that the 
contending parties were reconciled in love, and that 
« all we who call ourselves Christians might hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life." Amen, and amen. 
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Weston-Favell^ Nov. 4. 1757- 
DfiAR Sir, — You wonder at my delay in answer- 
ing your very friendly letter. This is the true cause : 
When I received your favour, I was very busy in 
dispatching to the press my three fast sermons lately 
published. By some accident your letter was mis- 
laid, and could not be found.. This day it came to 
light; and the moment I looked upon the date it 
struck me with a painful regret, a regret almost 
equal to. the pleasure I enjoyed in your edifying 
conversation. 

Your lady has shewn the most welcome complais- 
ance to me, and to the rose:* to me, in accepting 
what is less than a trifle; to the rose, in putting it to 
such a use. Could that poor vegetable be sensible, 

'^ When this gentleman was at Weston, Mr Heryey (as be walked 
with hitn in the garden) plucked a rose, and desired him to present it 
to his wife, to put her in mind of the .Rosa of Shabov. She paid 
that regard to the giver and the gift, as to put it into a frame with 
a glass. 
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It would rejoice to be a remembrancer of its most 
amiable Creator. The prophet calll upon the whole 
creation, inanimate as it is, to exult and triumph in 
the grace of our incarnate God. ** Sing, O heavens ; 
be joyful, O earth; break forth into singing, ye 
mountains; O forests, and every tree," whether cul- 
tivated or wild ; << for the Lord,'' by his incarnation, 
blood, and righteousness, " has redeemed Israel, and 
glorified himself," most magnificently displayed all 
bik divine perfections, in the salvation of Jacob. 

I heartily wish that Mrs -^-^ may become, every 
day, more and more acquainted with the Rose of 
Sharon ; that his loveliness, riches, and glory, may 
be revealed in her heart by the Holy, Ghost. Happy 
the souls in which this flower of heaven blossoms ! 
which are charmed with its beauty, and refreshed 
with its odours. Their happiness will not fade as a 
leaf, but like the merit and mercy of their Lord, 
will be new every morning, new every moment, new 
through eternal ages. 

I wish 1 could gratify your benevolent temper, by 
giving you a comfortable account of my health. But 
nothing administered for its succour and restoration 
succeeds. It seems to be the will of our great Physi- 
cian, that my strength should be labour and sorrow. 
May his holy will be done ! only may my faith in 
his blood be strong, and my love of his name be 
warm. Then I shall meet you, ere long, amidst the 
innumerable company of angels, and no more com- 
plain, «^ My head, my head ;" no more say, *^ I am 
sick." 

How shall I recompense my generous doctor, for 
prescribing without a fee ? By wishing, that he may 
never want the aid which he so kindly tenders to his 
affectionate friend and brother in Christ, &c. 



LETTER CLXXXV. 

Dear Sir, — Upon a repeated review of your 
sketches for instructing your family on Sunday even- 
ings, I really do not know how to improve them. I 
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think th^y are well digested ; but when you exercise 
your talent in speaking from those sketches, do not 
forget to implore a blessini? on what you are gcnng 
* about. Stir up the gift of God which is in you by 
a zealous use of themi and you yourself will improve 
them better than I can for you. 1 shall only sug- 
gesti that as soon as you have finished, set down, as 
fresh heads for another occasion, what new thoughts 
occurred to you while you was speaking. Oh let 
us work while the day lasts I My dear friend, the 
Judge is at the door, and eternity at hand. May we 
watch and pray always, that we may be found worthy 
to stand before the Son of man at his coming. 

I enclose part of a letter, sent by a clever man and 
no mean scholar. 

<< This with infinite pleasure I cav inform yon, 
that 1 am now brought to a sense of my duty, to 
which I was an entire stranger till lately. Glory be 
to God, I have now some concern upon my mind, 
some serious thoughts of a future state ! How amaz- 
ing is it, that a person should arrive at my years, 
without knowing any thing of the religion be pro- 
fesses ! strange as it is, this was my case ; for, till 
within these six months, 1 was as much in the dark 
as to spiritual affairs, as one that had never heard the 
name of Christ. The Bible was to me the same as 
an unknown language, and all my pretences to reli- 
gion were nothing but a mere lifeless formality. Oh 
that the inexpressible marks of the love of my God 
and his goodness to me, may increase the love I owe 
to him more and more every day !" 

Our friend Mr H , who you know is a great 

favourer of the mystic writers, has desired me to read 
Mr Law's Spirit of Prayer, and Spirit of Love, which 
is an appendix to it. I shall ask him, whether he 
designed it to puzzle or edify me? I am sure it has 
done the first to me; may it do the latter to him. 
Oh, what need have we to pray for that blessed Spi- 
rit which may lead us into all truth ! 

I begin to be weaned from human writings, even 
from the most applauded. The pure milk of the 
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'dii^ine word my soul covets. Do not you relish its 
sweetness, and taste its power more and more ? The 
apostle enjoins us ** \n every thing to give thanks, 
for this is the will of God," 1 Thess. v. 18.; and if 
we are to thank him for every thing, how ought we to 
diank him, how can we sufficiently thank him, for suqh 
a treasury of blessings as the Holy Bible contains for 
us ; and yet, is it credible? there are, there are those, 
who neglect these gracious tidings of a reconciliation 
with God, through the mediation of his own Son 
Jesus Christ. 

But whatever be the conduct of others, let you and 
I, dear sir, esteem it as it deserves, and say with the 
Psalmist, << I will delight myself in thy statutes, I will 
not forget thy word. Make me to understand the 
way of thy precepts, so shall I talk of thy wondrous 
works.'* David, you see, prayed to God for illumi- 
nation, and talked of divine things. That this may 
be accomplished in us, and that we may follow Da- 
vid^s example, I dare say you will add an amen, to 
the amen of, dear sir, yours very sincerely. 

P. S.~^I am told, and grieVed I am to hear it, that 
the once zealous Mr — is grown quite indolent, 
(no very laudable character for a clergyman), and 
has entirely laid aside his translation and improve- 
ment of the elegant Dr Stearne, De visitatione infir- 
tnorum. He shewed me a specimen of it some months 
ago. The translation was spirited, and the notes 
well calculated to supply the author's deficiencies. 
Nothing perhaps is more wanted, or would be more 
useful (especially to the clergy), than a judicious 
treatise on visiting the sick, in a neat pocket voliime; 
but I am sensible there Is nothing equally difficult to 
execute. I never yet saw one to my mind. The 
Clergyman's Companion, as it is called, is little more 
than a collection of prayers, with the order of visita- 
tion of the sick, out of the common prayer, the com- 
munion service, and the office of public and private 
baptism.. If, methinks, such a man as Mr Walker 
of Truro could find time to set about it, it would be 
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done effectually, because he is a most experienced 
Christian, and has long been accustomed to the cham- 
bers of the sick, and would write from facts, and his 
own knowledge of the human mind. I would not 
give a rush for a jumble compiled from different au- 
thors : That is the labour of the head, and not the 
feeling of the heart, and can never produce the efiects 
I wish to see* 
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Wesion^FaveU^ Jan. 8. 1757« 
D£AB Sir, — Many thanks for your last letter ; 
indeed it delighted and edified me. Think no more 
of making me any present from your collection of 
books. It is in your power to give me a greater 
gratification, from the good treasure of your heart. 

I am particularly delighted with your interpreta- 
tion of ^^ Lcu ATH Tzoc." Your sense is grand, and 
inexpressibly important; and, without your sense, 
methinks tlie whole translation is like a magnificent 
portal, without a hinge to turn upon. 1 am edified 
and comforted with your analysis of the whole verse. 
V A most encouraging, and truly evangelical repre- 
sentation of the covenant of grace I I am sorry you 
are diverted from enlarging upon so excellent a 
subject. Let this work not be laid aside, but only 
postponed. 

I am much pleased with your remarks on Dr 'a 

sermon. I saw it some time ago, and thought with 
you, that he entirely mistook the meaning of hi» 
text ; that his views of the gospel were very dim, and 
his account of that miracle of grace, salvation by 
Christ, very lame. I had also the happiness to be 
thoroughly of your opinion with regard to his inju- 
dicious outcries against reason. I declare, I look up- 
on my religion to be reason in its highest refinement. 
My reason sfiys, <* Prove all things; admit nothing 
without a satisfactory proof; and when any thing is 
proved to be revealed by God, receive it as an oracle.'- 
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I cannot but think likewise, that every part of our 
religion (thougi) absolutely undiscoverable by reason) 
is, when discovered and understood, perfectly ration- 
al; as it comports with the attributes of the Qod- 
head, suits the state of man, and is most admirably 
adapted to display the divine glory, and redress hu- 
man misery. Whatever is formed with such a ten- 
dency, to this my reason most readily subscribes, and 
pronounces worthy of all acceptance, 

I ho^ by the time of the arrival of the enclosed 
frank, you will have a freight ready for the vessel ; 
and to me, I assure you, it will be more precious 
than the merchandise of silver, or the gain of fine 
gold. 

You have taken an effectual method to make me 
(enervated as my arm is, and languid as my spirits 
are) more punctual for the future in my correspon- 
dence. If this hand hath strength to hold a pen, it 
shall not be tardy in executing this office, or rather 
in discharging this debt any more. 

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to the 
aspect of the times ; . there seems to be a black cloud 
banging over the Protestant world. I fear we have 
abused our privileges. Now, perhaps, the Lord is 
going to take his fan in his hand, and thoroughly 
purge his floor. Prepare us, blessed Jesus I be our 
strength in an hour of trial ! be our light in a day 
of darkness I 

I have had some tlioughts of publishing a couple 
of sermons, preached on the two preceding fast-days, 
relative to this important point; one upon ilzek. 
xviii. 27. the other upon Heb. xL 28. Of these two 
discourses, contrary to my usual method, I happen- 
ed to take notes. They pretend to nothing refined or 
extraordinary ; they affect neither soaring sentiments 
nor lofty style; they are studiously plain; only I 
think they enlarge more upon Christ our sanctifi* 
cation, our redemption, our only refuge, than most 
of the discourses which I have seen written on that 
occasion. ^ Will you give me your advice^ and put 
up a prayer for the divine direction ? 
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. I long for the arrival of yotir precious cargo ; to 
me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evident) 
that life and immortality were known in ancient times, 
and revealed in the ancient Scriptures. It seems to 
me a strange, and worse than an useless attempt to 
controvert, and endeavour to overthrow this tmtii. 
May you, dear sir, have much of the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, to discover the truth ; much 
' of the spirit of counsel and of might, to display, de- 
fend, and establish the truth, even the trutti as it is 
in Jesus. Yours affectionately and gratefully, &c. 
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Saturday morning. 

DbaH Sia,*-*I FIND by the papers, that your old 
friend Dr ■ , the physician, is dead. What a call 
to us to get our lamps trimmed, and our souls ready 
for their exit I what a forcible admonition to do good 
to immortal souls, while we have opportunity ! May 
the God of glory be ever with you, and bless you 
with all spiritual blessings I 

I greatly wish that those in the practice of physic 
would study St Paul as well as Hippocrates, and at- 
tend occasionally to the religious wants of their pa- 
tients, when they are consulted as to their bodily dis- 
orders. This would be acting the part of Christian 
physicians. This would be endeavouring to copy 
after the compassionate Physician of mankind, who, 
while he cured the body, cured the soul. 

Being totally and continually silent at the patient's 
bed-^de, is, I think, in some measure, denying or be- 
ing ashamed of the divine Redeemer, who bought us 
with his blood. Is it not, as it were, refusing to em- 
bark in his cause? How many sick might be improv- 
ed and comforted by a phyl^ician, wiUiout any hin- 
derance to his prescriptions, detriment to his charac- 
ter, or loss of his time ? Oh that these masters of 
the healing art, would set the LfOrd always before 
them, and then he would direct their paths. 
.1 was looking the other day into the life of Sir 
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Philip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen 
Elizabeth's time ; and I find it recorded of him, that 
** being shot in the thigh in encountering the Spa- 
niards near Zutphen in Holland, and parched with 
thirst, a bottle of liquor was procured for him ; and 
just as Sir Philip was about drinking it, a poor sol* 
dier in the same condition, bleeding and ghastly, was 
carried along by him, and cast up his dying eyes at 
the same bottle ; which Sir Philip perceiving, took it 
from his own mouth, and gave it to the poor man 
with these words, Tki/ necessity^ honest friend^ is yet 
greater than mineJ*^ He told the surgeons when they 
cut him, " that they had indeed a man under their 
hands of a sensible and delicate nature, yet one to 
whom the great Redeemer had given power above 
himself, either to do or stsffer ; and therefore desired 
that they would not throw a blemish on their art, 
through over tenderness." 

His last words were, *' Love my memory ; cherish 
my friends ; their fidelity to me may assure you they 
are honest : but above all, govern your own will ana 
affections by the will and word of your Creator and 
Saviour; in me beholding the end of this world, and 
all its vanities." I will warrant you, the soldiers 
remembered these words of their general ; and so 
would the sick, in lilce manner, long remember the 
words of their physician, if he would now and then 
introduce a few religious hints, and drop occasion- 
ally a striking sentence or two, with propriety and 
seriousness. 

Worldly craftiness is a bad guide ; I wish you may 
have religious discretion for yours, as Telemachus 
had the discreet Mentor, and that you would b^in 
(instead of paying court to the great) to court souls 
tor the everlasting Bridegroom. This is your true 
interest, and will avail you when every worldly con- 
sideration will be found ineffectual. 

As soon as I had read Mr 's letter, 1 burnt 

it, according to your desire. Who can now retrieve 
the syllables, sentences, and words ? Thus are the 
sins, all the sins of them that believe in the divine 
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Jesusy done away. What a privilege I what a bless- 
ing ! should not our souls exult in it ? should not oor 
discourse dwell upon it ? 

Adieu, dear sir; and believe me, with great re- 
f|>ect, and hearty wishes for your present and eternal 
welfare yours, &c« 



LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

Weston-Favellj April IS. 1757. 

Dear Sir, — Believe me, your* letters are far 
from &tiguing me ; they refresh me even under my 
greatest weakness. They tell me of Jesus which was 
crucified, the only cordial for my drooping soul. 
- What do you think is the meaning of, << But this 
shall be with burning and fuel of fire?'' Isa. ix. 5. 
Is MACLTH a substantive ? I should rather take it for 
an adjective, agreeing with bha. Let the interpret 
tation of this place fill the case of your letter. 

I am raised indeed from my bed, but not released 
from my chamber, after a violent fever. The two 
preceduig Sundays I have been enabled to officiate 
for myself; and my disorder has left upon me so 
grievous a cough, as makes my days, especially my 
nights, become labour and sorrow. Pray favour me 
with the continuation of your thoughts. They cheer 
and comfort me in my languid state. The two ser- 
mons were transcribed before this sickness seized rae. 
And, since I have your encouragement, they shall 
soon (if my life is prolonged) be put to the press. I 
propose to entitle them, The Time of Danger, and 
The Way of Safety.* The Lord God omnipotent 
accompany them with his blessing ! Mean they are^ 
as the stones from the shepherd's sling;- but I re- 
member it is wrftten, <^ They shall subdue with sling 
stones." In this word do 1 trust, in this word do 1 
comfort me. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
and God even our Father, give you, dear sir, ever- 
lasting consolation, for all the kindness you have 
shewed to your truly affectionate friend. Yours, &c. 

* See these Sermons in VoL V. 
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LETTER CLXXXIX. 

fVesion-Favellj May 19. 1757. 

My x>£ar Friend, — Accept my best thanks for 
your welcome and valuable letter* It found me just 
released from the chamber of sickness; the fever re- 
moved, the cough abated, but my strength like the 
bruised reed. And now my mind is a fellow-sufferer 
with my body ; this being enervated, that is enfeebled. 

However, as I am delighted with your criticisms, 
give me leave to propose another text to your consi- 
deration, which puzzled me much as I was reading 
yesterday ; you will find it in Zech. xiv. 6, 7. The 
Hebrew of the sixth verse seems to be uncommonly 
difficult. 

A sermon or two! am still inclined to publish. 
In this, and in all our ways, may the God of all wis- 
dom direct us, and the God of all grace prosper us, 
through Jesus Christ I 

I have not the honour of Lord D *s acquaint- 
ance, but I hear that he is full of grace, and valiant 
for the truth ; a lover of Christ, and an ornament to 

bis gospel. Lady F is alive, and full of good 

works, and I hope grows up in him in all things who 

is the head. Dr S (whom you inquire after) 

still resides at N ; is in high repute as a physi- 
cian, and, I trust, does not forget or neglect the one 
thing needful; though the world, the smiling world, 
is a syren. Lord, stop our ears against its enchant- 
ing song, and let our eyes be blind to its inveigling 
charms. Mr Moses Browne executes his ministry at 
Olney with much acceptance, I am informed, and 
with a good deal of success. About ten days ago 
Mr p took a family-dinner with me. Our con- 
versation turned partly upon points of literature, 
partly upon evangelical subjects. O that we may 
taste the sweetness, feel the energy of the latter, and 
count all things as dross in comparison of their 
transcendent excellency ! Is not your interpreta- 
tion of Zech. xiv. 6, 7. rather too forced ? Is not the 
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followiog somewhat more natural and easy, if not 
more just? • 

*< It shall come to pass in that day, there shiall not 
be light,*' full and strong, in opposition to the gloom 
of night; but now e£Fulgence and clearness of Tision, 
anon obscurity and dimness of vision : ** Yet it shall 
be one'* real, determinate <<day;" whose duration, 
whose properties, and all whose circumstances, are 
known to the Lord. Thus much he hath gracious- 
ly revealed by his prophet, that, during the first 
periods, the morning and the noon of this wonderful 
dispensation, it shall not be entire day nor entire 
night, but a mixture or interchange of both. Some- 
times grace triumphant, sometimes sin rebelling in 
the hearts of belieyers. Sometimes calamity darken- 
ing, sometimes prosperity brightening the state of the 
church. However, at the eventide, when such an 
appearance is least expected, it shall be unmixed, 
prevailing, perfect light. Then << the light of the 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun as the light of seven days. Then the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 
and his people shall be all righteous." 

Freely censure, solidly correct this interpretation, 
if you think it improper; and give me leave to ex- 
pect, according to your own appointment, a monthly 
letter for the comfort and edification of, dear sir, 
. your very affectionate friend and servant, &c. 



LETTER CXC. 

fVeston-Favellj Jug. 6. 1 75 7. 
My deab Friend, — I have been too tardy in 
acknowledging the receipt of your letter, which was 
very valuable, and deserved thanks as speedy as 
they are sincere. The true cause of my delay is 
this : I have been preparing two or three sermons 
for the press, which to my enervated hand is really 
a work of toil. Yesterday I sent them to London, 
and I hope to see them in print within the space of 
a fortnight. I purpose to have some upon neat 
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paper, for the use -of the gentry, if Ood shall in-' 
cline the hearts of any such persons to look into them ; 
and others upon worse paper, for the benefit of the 
poor, and the conveniency of giving away. As soon 
as they appear, you will o^ive me leave to send you a 
copy ; and if you should Tike to give them amonff the 
poor, I will send you a considerable number. With 
them I intend to put into your hands a treatise lately 
published, under the title of Letters on Theron and 
Aspasio, in two small volumes. The author is a 
Scotsman, I presume, because they were printed at 
Edinburgh, and he gave orders for a set to be sent 
to me from Edinburgh. He conceals his name, and 
none that I am acquainted with are able to discover 
whose work it is.* There are some strictures on my 
performance ; but by far the greatest part of the book 
is very wide from this mark. Some things are trulyir 
excellent, and some animadversions upon me are 
perfectly just ; but others (if I mistake not) are un- 
fair and disingenuous. The manner of writing is 
by no means despicable, rather elegant and spirited 
than coarse or dull. But there is such an implacable 
bitterness of spirit, and such an unchristian virulence 
of censure, against many of the best men that ever 
lived, and best authors that ever wrote, as much sur- 
prises and greatly o£Pends me. I think I never saw 
a notion of faith more lax, nor an idea of grace more 
exalted, than in this book. However, I will not fore- 
stall your judgment, but will desire your acceptance of 
the piece, ana your remarks upon it. 

If your account of the ancient believers, and their 
knowledge of Christ be right, then the opinion of 
the generality of divines is wrong: they suppose, 
that the devout Jews saw in their sacrifices, not bare- 
ly a nobler sacrifice to be ofiered up by the Saviour, 
but the Saviour himself sufiering, bleeding, and 
dying. How will you reconcile with your scheme St 
RiuPs declaration, << The gospel was preached unto 
them," explained by his definition of the gospel, 

* The author was Mr Robert Sandeman, a congregational preacher 
at Edinbuigh, a ditdple of Mr John Glass. 
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*' Christ died for oar sins?" Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
— You say, >* Does ikruah any- where signify eflftil- 
geoce ?" In Job xxxi« 27. you will find ikeb bearisg 
this signification. Yet, i must confess, I am not 
thoroughly satisfied with my own interpretation, it is 
too low and restricted ; for the prophet is evidently 
foretelling a state of things and a stock of knowledge 

Sreatly superior to any thing enjoyed under the 
ewisfa dispnisation ; and to this last, I think my 
exposition is most suitable. I hope you have a long 
letter ready, and will not punish my dday accord- 
ing to the rigour of tlie law of retaliation. I am, 
with unfeigned gratitude, and cordial afiection, 
yours, &c. 

Pray favour me with your Dissertation on Job, 
his time» his country, and religion. They are very 
curious subiects, and you will enrich them with evan- 
gelical truths. 



LETTER CXCI. 

fVestan^Favell, Sept. S. 1757. 

My dear Fbi£ND, — Many thanks for your last ; I 
shall read it, and read it again ; dnd the Lord give 
me a right understanding of that most precious and 
important chapter. 

I hope you will accompany my sermons with your 
prayers to God for a blessing on them, the reader, and 
the writer ; and I shall be truly thankful for the com- 
munication of any remarks, corrections, or improve- 
ments that may occur in your perusal of them. This, 
and any other of my writings, 1 should be glad to 
have rectified where they are wrong, enriched where 
they are impoverished; because, though such improve- 
ments may come too late to take place while I live, 
they may, when I am dead, be admitted, and enable 
me to speak more usefully. 

What think you of the method taken by a modern 
critic to interpret Psalm Ixviii. SO. ? « Hoc in loco, 
fera arundinis, ccetus robustorum, et juvenci, sunt 
leones, tauri, pecudesque lascivientes, sive tyranni 
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feroces insolentesque : qaihus, icontinuata transla- 
tione, addit psaltes kesep « beretzi methedotem' 
hoc est," [here a word is wanting in the original, 
and not knowing what author is referred to, we could 
not supply it from thence], " que de industria con- 
culcantes et turbantes argenteos rivps, ardentes ni- 
inirum et vastantes vicinorum Judaeorum bona." 
The author queries, whether " detz" from dbtz, 
currere^ may> consistently with the propriety of the 
Hebrew language, be int«*preted a river ? might he 
not also query, whether mekop is ever, among 
the Hebrew writers, and by way of adjective, used 
to describe the colour of the waters ? Homer, I re- 
member, has 

But I am not certain that any such expression gained 
admittance into the school of the prophets. Your 
sentiments upon this criticism will entertain, instruct, 
and oblige, dear sir, your truly affectionate fHend 
and servant. 



LETTER CXCII. 

Saturday morning. 

My dear FRiENn, — How fares it with you? 
Overwhelmed I find with business I but still, I trust, 
remembering Christ and eternal ages. 

I think you reason well, and very strongly, on 
what you propose. May the Wisdom, from which 
nothing is hid, direct you in all your undertakings ; 
may the Power, to which nothing; is impossible, pros- 
per your prescriptions for my benefit, and that of 
others !, I assure you I sliall steadily persevere in the 
use of them, and intend to begin very soon ; though 
a continued cold, and an unexpected journey, have 
hitherto unfitted me from taking any medicines of 

this sort. Mr , of whom you inquired after me 

yesterday, told me you imputed to the journey my 
neglect in not having yet sent your prescription to 
the apothecary's ; and I am obliged to your candour 
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for ascribing it to that i»u«e, and not to any disre- 
gard of your advice: for 1 am persuaded, 

S* qua pergama dextra 
Defeodi possent, etiam hac defenaa fuisseat. 

Via«. JEk. IL 

1 have just been reading,Gerhard'« Christian Sua- 
«ort under all Affliction*; and a mort excellent book 
It is. If your medicines have not the desired ettecW 
I mast seek relief from him: From Him, do I say? 
From a fellow mortal ? Ah ! what are. all the con- 
solations that all the creatures in the universe can 
afibrd, in comparison of that grand consolation of 
our condescending Lord's, » Ye are my friends ! 
John XV. 14. " Come and inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you," Matth. xxv. 34.; " where the inha- 
bitants shall no more say, I am sick, Isa. xxxui. 
24 ; «« and where there shall be no more death nor 

sorrow," Rfiv. xxi. 4. 

I am, my dear friend, with great esteem, and 
under a due sense of many obligations, most affec- 
tionately and most sincerely yours, &c. 

LETTER CXCIII. 

Saturday morning. 

My dear Friend,— If you have any law books 

by you, I wish you would look into the indexes, and 

see what laws have been made to secure the Lord's 

day from profanation. It is pity that these* should 

• All penona, who profane the Lord's day, are liable to the foUow- 
inir penalties ; and it is much wished that the magistrates would 
dSermine to put these laws in execution with the utmost stnctness. 



By doing or executing any busi- 
ness or work of their ordinary 

• callings on the Lord's day, or 
any part thereof, (works of ne- 
cessity and charity only except- ^ 
ed); under which head is in- 
cluded shaving on Sundays, 
which is a most shameful and 
notorious custom. 



By the 29th Car. IT. cap. 7. per- 
sons convict hereof by view of 
a justice of the peace, confes- 
sion of the party, or witnesses, 
are to pay five shillings, or be 
put in the stocks two hours: 
licensed houses besides forfeit 
their licenses. 
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be unknown to the common people; and still a 
greater pity, that our justices of peace should not 
exert themselves vigorously in an affair of such con- 
sequence to the present and eternal welfare of their 
fellow-creatures. I wish a spirited pamphlet was 
judiciously drawn up and published on this occa- 
sion; setting the sins o{ omission in a true light. It 
grieves me to think how much good might be done, 
especially by gentlemen who have leisure and abili- 
ties to plan schemes for the public benefit ; but so far 
are they from applying themselves in good earnest 
to promote religion, that they too generally ridicule 
or discourage any attempts of this kind. Ah I how 
little do they reflect, that the night is coming on 
% apace, when no man can work, John ix. 4. ; and that 
for all these things God will bring them into judg- 
ment. 

Can you tell me who was the author of The Duty 
of Reproof? The most material objections against 
reproving are there considered ; some cautions and 
directions are added, and in such a manner as may 
facilitate the successful discharge of this duty. A 
duty too much neglected, though enjoined us by no 
less authority than the Scripture itself, which is pro- 
fitable for reproof. " Reprove one that hath under- 
standing," says Solomon, " and he will understand 
knowledge," Prov. xix. 25. And the apostle Paul 
urges Timothy to " reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with all long-suffering and doctrine," 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
Indeed, my dear friend, you are very deficient in this 
duty of reproof, though you have so many opportu- 

By public crying, or exposing to ( By the same act it is forfeiture of 
sale any wares, merchandise, &c. I goods so exposed to sale. 

By idling, or wandering in time ( By the same acts, 5s. or stocks two 
of divine service. \ hours. 

By 1st Jac. I. cap. 9. if convict of 
such permissioni are to pay iOs. 
and if convict of drunkenness, 
disabled to keep an alehouse 
for three years, by 21bt Jac. I. 
cap. 7. 



Alehouse keepers, vintners, inn- 
keepers, permitting tippling in < 
'their houses. 
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nities of doing it with the utmost propriety. Pray 
read this little pamphlet over and over again. Weigh 
it thoroughly. You will then, through the gra<:e of 
Gody be zealous in reproving others, and will readily 
pardon the freedom I have occasionally taken in re- 
proving you whom I so mQch love and value. You 
remenioer Sir George Lyttleton's lines, 

Some merit's mine to dare to be sincere, 
But greater your's sincerity to bear. 

Dr Sherlock's Defence and continuation of his dis- 
course concerning the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and 
our union and communion with him, was put into 
my hands the other day; but, in my opinion, it is 
far from being a satisfactory defence. Antisozzo* is 
an unanswerable book ; and Dr Sherlock never was 
so gravelled in all his life as he was by the publica- 
tion of that witty, keen, and solid performance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius's 
Greek Concordance to the Greek Testament ? I am 
told it is well executed, and it must be very service- 
able, as it shows at one view in what sense the same 
word is used in difiPerent passages. I will buy it^ but 
should be glad to see it first, if you can borrow it 
for me. 

Bishop Patrick on Contentment and Resignation, 
I here return you ; as likewise Dr Barrow on the 
isame subject. 

Baxter on Universal and Special Redemption I 
must beg to keep a little longer, especially as you 
tell me your sentiments and his are nearly the same. 

Our friend Mr highly esteems this book ; and 

he has sent me Baxter's Aphorisms on Justification, 
which he has desired me, as they are explanatory of 
each other, to read at the same time. Baxter in 
these pieces, he tells me, steers a middle course be-> 
tween the Scylla of Arminius's system and the 
Charybdis of Calvin's. When I have read them 
with due attention, I shall, without reserve, commu- 
nicate my remarks to you. 

• See Letter CCVII. 



OF LETTERS^ 363 

O^ \ my dear friend, what need have we for prayer 
to be guided aright amidst so luany different, opi- 
nions, even of good and great men. Arminius, Calvin, 
Baxter, all excellent men in their way, yet how 
divided in their notions ! But Jesus, that eternal 
source of love, will, I would charitably hope, bless 
all who sincerely desire to magnify his holy name, 
notwithstanding their different apprehensions on these 
points. God, of bis unerring wisdom, assist us in 
all our determinations ! God, of his infinite mercy, 
defend us from all error, and grant that we may be 
true follower of our Lord and Savtpur, who is << a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel !" 
what a comfortable consideration is it, that there is 
such a light for my dear friend, and for his, most 
affectionately and most inviolably, &c. 



LETTER CXCIV. 

Wednesday morning. 
My deah Friend, — I thank you for remember- 
ing me before the throne of grace. Let your prayers 
be for my cheerful resignation to the divine good 
pleasure, and for clear manifestations to me of Jesus 
Christ. My life has long been a burden to myself, 
and is now become unprofitable to others. Your 
intention to visit me is kind ; but I am not fit for 
company, unable either to carry on or relish conver- 
sation; best when alone: therefore do not give your-«> 
self the trouble of coming ten miles. I accept the 
will for the deed. As to your translation of Zim** 
mermannus De eminentia cognitiqnis Christie I will, 
if my languid spirits can bear the task, carefully read 
it over, which I have never been able to do since I 
saw you in London. I leat it to Mr . When 

he has done with it, desire him to convey it to me : 
you shall then have (if the Lord will) the result of 
my renewed perusal of that piece, which I formerly 
was so desirous of having translated by you. May 
the Lord of all power make you strong to labour 
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in his sacred service, and crown your labours \ritb 
abundant success. I am your truly affectionate bro- 
ther in Christi &c. 



LETTER CXCV. 

Saturday morning. 

My dear F&ienDi — I have no heart to take any 
medicines. All but Christ is to me unprofitable: 
blessed be God for pardon and salvation through 
his blood. Let me prescribe this cordial for my 
dear friend. • « 

May your health be renewed as the eaglets, though 
mine has long been fading as a leaf I and may we 
both from our hearts adore the dispensations of our 
God and Saviour, which, though to us-ward very 
different, are in all respects very good. 

We were drinking tea yesterday ; and I heard one 
of the company say, to whom you had given Bishop 

Wilson on the Sacrament, This is Dr S 's gift. 

Oh that God may give him to eat the flesh and 
drink the blood of Christ ! and to live by faith on 
the unsearchable riches of a Redeemer ! Then wc 
shall} ere long, eat bre^d and drink new wine toge- 
ther in the kingdom of our Father. 

I have not yet wrote to Biddeford ; but the affair 
you desired me to inquire about shall not be forgot 
when I next write thither. Can you excuse my 
dilatory proceeding? Business, to my languid spirits, 
is like the sons of Anak (Numb. xiii. 28.) to the 
Israelitish spies, so forbidding and so formidable. 

The reasons you urged I have considered ; I really 
know not how to act. May the unerring God vouch- 
safe to guide a poor sinner ! Now, where is my faith 
in that divine promise, '^ In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge him, and he shall direct thy paths ?' It is 
scarcely so much as a grain of the smallest seed : 
Blessed Jesus, increase it in us both ! 

Do you, as you formerly did^ commit your way 
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unto the^Lord, and beseech him to bring it to pass ? 
My dear friend, let us look more unto God, for we 
have a Friend in the court of Heaven ; we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
£ver and inviolably yours, &c. 



^ LETTER CXCVI. 

Weston- Favellf Jan. 3. 1758. 

Dear Mr ^ I received your welcome va- 
luable letter in due time ; but almost as soon as I 
received it I was seized with a violent illness, — so 
violent, that the current report was, " Hervey is 
dead.'' Near to death I certainly was; and God 
Almighty knows I am, according to human appear- 
ance, not far* from it even now ; but pray let me, 
if I live, expect the continuation of your remarks. 
Your letters are such as I should delight to read 
even in my last moments. 

I wish you many a happy new year on earth, 
and at the last an abundant entrance into the New 
Jerusalem, where the voice of joy and health is per- 
petually heard. 

Weak I am, very weak, and much out of order ; 
insomuch that I have not been able to go to church 
ever since Christmas. But your writings refresh and 
delight, instead of fatiguing me ! Your fourth para- 
graph has most exactly stated the difference which 
subsists between yourself and Aspasio relating to 
faith. The forbearance and candour with which you 
treat this difference does not give up a jot or tittle 
of your own opinion, yet it tends very much to 
conciliate favour and esteem in its behalf. 

Your Vision is very grand, and quite striking : I 
love such strokes of imagination, they keep attention 
awake, and impart pleasure together with profit. 
Aspasio is doubly obliged to your pen, formerly for 
correcting, now for defending his work. You ob- 
serve, My enemy is yours. He has attacked your 

* Mr Hervey died the December following. 
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generous vindication. In reply to this attack you 
nave spoke my very sentiments.* 

Mr Wesley, you will find, is angry with me on 
the opposite score, for speaking too much, and, as he 
thinks, too openly on the side of election and particu- 
lar redemption. Pray favour me with your free opi- 
nion, and wherever you think he charges me justly, 
or I have expressed myself improperly, spare not to 
speak the naked truth. He has lately published a 
large book, price six shillings stitched, on the doc- 
trine of Original Sin; great part of which is an 
abridgment of Dr Watts' Ruin and Recovery, and 
of another treatise wrote by Mr Hebden. In this he 
takes occasion to quote two or three passages from 
Theron and Aspasio, one from Volume II. which 
he thus introduces : *^ To explain this a little farther 
in Mr Hervey's words, By feederal head I mean, 
what the apostle teaches, &c. That as Adam was the 
first general representative (of this kindf says Aspa- 
sio, but Mr Wesley makes him say) of mankind^ 
Christ was," &c. " Far from resting upon a single 
text," &c. he goes on to the bottom of the page, tiien 
turning back to the upper part, represents me as form- 
ing a conclusion in these words : *^ AH these expres- 
sions demonstrate, that Adam (as well as Christ) was 
a representative of all mankind; and that what he 
did in this capacity, did not terminate in himseli^ but 
affected all whom he represented." This is a very 
injurious representation. One sentence is a palpable 
misquotation, f Would it. be proper to take any 
notice of it ? I am sometimes apprehensive that he 
would draw me into a dispute about particular re- 
demption. I know he can say startling and horrid 
things on this subject; and this, perhaps, might be 
the most effectual method to prejudice people against 
my principal point. I am, dear sir, with much gra- 
titude and true affection, yours in Christ. 

• 

* This refers to. the remarks (made by the gentleman to whom 
Mr Hervey here writes) on the Scotch author (Mr Saddematk) who 
wrote the Letters on Theron and Aspasio. 

t See Aspasio Vindicaled, Vol. IV. Lett, 2. 



OF LETTERS. 967 



LETTER CXCVII. 

Weston-Favelly June 23. 1758. 
My dear Friend, — I little thought, when I 
put Mr Wesley's ipanuscript into your hand, that I 
should see it in print so soon. I took very little 
notice of it, and let it lie by me several months, with- 
out giving it an attentive consideration. It seemed 
to me so palpably weak, dealing only in positive as- 
sertions and positive denials, that I could not ima- 
gine he would adventure it into the world without 
very great alterations. But it is now come abroad, 
just as you received it, in a two shillings pamphlet, 
entitled, A Preservative from Unsettled Notions in 
Religion. Of this pamphlet, what he has wrote 
against me makes only a small part. Now then the 
question is, Whether I shall attempt to answer it ? 
Give me your t)pinion, as you have given me your 
assistance ; and may the Father of mercies give you 
an increase of knowledge and utterance, of peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. Ill I have been, and ill I 
am ; torn almost to pieces by a cough in the night, 
which admits of no remedy ; whatever is taken to 
assuage, exasperates it. Of all men living, that are 
not absolutely confined, surely I am the weakest. If 
by such weakness the Lord Jesus will vouchsafe to 
glorify his name, how transparent, how effulgent will 
be the glory of his power I 1 have not seen Mr P 
this many a day, no, nor this many a month ; how 
I fear lest the world has beguiled him ! Blessed be 
the Lord, for setting our affections on a happier 
state"; blessed be his grace, for giving us some know- 
ledge of Jesus, as the way to immortal mansions ! 
There we may be citizens, h^re only sojourners. I 
am, with true gratitude, and sincere affection, yours 
in Christ Jesus. 
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LETTER CXCVIII. 

Weston-Favelly Feb. 22. 1 758. 

Madam, — I received the favour of your letter, 
and found no small pleasure in perusing its contents. 
It gave me a singular satisfaction to see a lady of 
such fine sense, and in the very bloom of life, mind- 
ful of the things which belong to her eternal peace. 
May this happy disposition increase with your in- 
creasing years ! and it will be the greatest blessing 
that you can enjoy, or your correspondent wish. 

If my writings have afforded you any entertain- 
ment, or been tlie means of administering the least 
improvement, I desire to adore and bless the all-gra- 
cious God: For he, madam, teaches to profit; his 
Spirit commands success ; and all our good comes 
wholly from his heavenly benediction. 

I am pleased to find this, among your other va- 
luable expressions : ^' I want to have all those hea- 
venly consolations.'* You consider religion in a right 
view. It is not a vexatious burden, or an irksome 
task; but it is intended to be the comfort of our 
lives, and the joy of our hearts. God is the God of 
all comfort, Christ is styled *' the Consolation of Is- 
rael," and the Holy Ghost is called " the Comforter." 
The gospel is the most comfortable report imagin- 
able : It is glad tidings, and the joyful sound : It as- 
sures poor sinners, that God has laid all their iniqui- 
ties, both great and small, on his beloved Son ; that 
Jesus Christ has brought in a most perfect and ever- 
lasting righteousness, whereby they may be justi- 
fied ; and that our first, our great, our leading duty 
is, to believe all this in ouf own behalf, for our own 
benefit. 

By the comfort and peace resulting from these bless- 
ings, it would win our hearts' to love the God who 
is so immensely amiable and gracious to us ; to be 
studious of doing his pleasure, who has made such 
unspeakably rich pfovision for our happiness. The 
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apostle prays for his Thessalonian converts, that the 
Father of everlasting compassions would first comfort 
their hearts, and then, and thereby, establish them 
in every good word and work. 

I should make no scruple to send my fast sermon 
for your perusal, if I had one. But it has pleased 
the divine Providence to visit me with a violent fever, 
which has confined me for many weeks. I am still 
the prisoner of this disease, so that I was incapable 
of going abroad on the fast-day. And indeed, if it 
had been otherwise, I should scarcely have been able 
to gratify my own inclination, by complying with 
your hints ; because I never' write my sermons, hav- 
ing accustoped myself to preach without notes;, and 
it was owing to. a particular incident, that those three 
discourses which I published were committed to 
writing. 

Permit me, madam, to wish, that you may be stead- 
fast and immoveable in your present turn of mind, 
which is so truly wise and noble; that by him who 
sitteth in heaven, and beholds all the children of men,' 
it may be said of Miss , as it was formerly said 

of another excellent person, ^' Mary has chosen that 
good part which shall not be taken from her." 

To these wishes, allow me the additional pleasure 
of being, madam, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, &c. 

LETTER CXCIX. 

Weston-Favellj March 4. 1758. 

Dear Mr , I have a long letter, containing 

two or three sheets, from Mr Wesley. \t consists 
of animadversions on my Dialogues and Letters, 
which I should be glad if you would peruse, and 
favour me with your opinion. He wrote me one be- 
fore, more stinging and sarcastic than this. I have 
taken no notice of either, being very unwilling to 
embark in controversy ; but for your judgment on 
the last, which is written with candour and temper, 

S2 
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I should be much obliged, and have an additional 
reason to be, dear sir, your affectionate friend, &c. 



LETTER CC. 

WesCon*Favell, March \\, 1758* 

Madam, — I am much obliged for your benevolent 
iwishcs relating to my health. By way of return, 
permit me to wish, that your soul may prosper, may 
flourish, may blossom as a rose ; that you may grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

From this passage we may observe, that the way 
to advance in true holiness of heart and life, is to ad- 
vance in the knowledge of Christ. It is for want of 
knowing Christ, that the generality of mankind are 
so captivated by trifles, and enslaved to transient gra- 
tifications : It is for want of knowing Christ more 
thoroughly, that many Christians have so little peace 
and joy, and many go mournfully in their way to 
eternity. 

*^ By his knowledge shall my righteous servant jus- 
tify many." By giving them the knowledge of him- 
self, of his divine dignity and inestimably precious 
work-— of that grand price which he paid for the 
redemption of sinners, which delivers them from the 
wrath to come, and entitles them to <* the inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.'' 

" The divine power," says St Peter, " has given 
us all things pertaining to life and godliness." How ? 
'< Through the knowledge of him who has called us 
to glory and virtue}" through the knowledge of 
Christ, as culling us to the enjoyment of eternal 
glory, which he has procured for us by his blood ; 
and thereby most sweetly leading and engaging us 
to the exercise of every virtue. 

I hope Marshall on Sanctification will be blessed 
to your consolation and edification. K it is not at 
the first reading, it may at the second^ or it may at 
the third. 1 would say to the reader of this excel- 
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lent treatise) as the prophet Elijah said to his servant, 
who went to the sea in order to make observation, 
but ibund nothing worthy of notice, '^ Go again, 
seven times/' 

I have seen Dr Glynn's poem, entitled. The Day 
of Judgment. It is not without elegance and beatity, 
but it wants that energy and pathos, which, on so 
grand and interesting an occasion, should alarm, 
tranqx)rt, and awe our souls ; but its chief deficiency^ 
in my opinion, is, that it neglects to asqribe proper 
honour unto Christ. He is indeed very slightly 
hinted at in one chosen line, but he should have made 
the most distinguished figure throughout the whole- 
piece. All judgment is committed to him. It is 
Christ who will come in the clouds of* heaven; we 
must all appear before the judgment*seat of Christ. 
This^to the believer is a most comfortable and de- 
lightful consideration; " My Redeemer is my Judge. 
He who died for me passes the final sentence. Look 
how great is his majesty and glory ! So great is my 
atonement and propitiation." 

Should I ever come to London, I will be sure to 
do myself the pleasure of waiting upon Miss ■■■ - ■. 
In the mean time^ what she mentions by way of cau- 
tion, shall be observed with all punctuality due to a 
command, by her most obedient humble servant. 



LETTER CCL 

Weston-FaveU^ May IS. 1758. 

Madam, — I have too long delayed to acknojv-^ 
ledge the favour of your last. The reflection gives 
me uneasiness, but the occasion gives you an oppor-^ 
tunity of exercising indulgence. If you please to 
ascribe my silence to much business, and little health, 
you will do justice to my proceeding and to your 
own candour* 

You^ inquire afler the best week's preparation for 
the sacrament. I cannot say that I much admire 
any of those books. They are, I think, loose, 
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rambling, indistinct companions : they tend rather to 
bewilder than inform the judgment. For my own 
party I prefer the little account of this ordinance in 
Mr Marshall on Sanctrfication, to all those prolix 
treatises. It begins page 298 of the sixth edition, to 
which I wrote a recommendatory preface. 

If you should want a collection of prayers siiked 
to this solemnity, or to any other occasion, there is 
none, in my opinion, better than Mr Jenks's Offices 
of Devotioq, (which has passed thirteen editions). J 
should far sooner choose to read his two volumes of 
Meditations, than the New Whole Duty of Man. 
Jenks has written another little treatise excellently 
good, and truly evangelical ; it is entitled, Submis- 
sion to the rigrhteousness of God. It was one of the 

o 

first books that gave me an insight into the truth of 
the gospel ; or the way of salvation by the infinitely 
glorious obedience of our surety, Jesus Christ. 

The word Amen has two significations. It denotes 
an ardent wish, — Lord, let it be according to my 
humble petition. It denotes likewise a firm faith, 
— Lord, I am persuaded that thou wilt fulfil thy 
promise to grant my petition. 

If you love entertainment, my next shall recom- 
mend a book, that is as entertaining as a novel* or a * 
plAy» yet edifying as a sermon. I believe, madam, 
you would have no reason to repent of the purchase, 
if you WQs to buy Mr Boston's Human Nature in its 
Fourfold State; of which, as I have given a charac- 
ter in the second volume of Theron and Aspasio, J 
need not say any thing more in this place. 

As God is sending forth his word, and renewing 
the face of material nature; so may he send forth 
his blessed Spirit, and reveal Christ, and renew the 
state of our souls ! This will make us to differ from 
our former selves, as much as the present bloom and 
verdure of the creation differ from the rugged deso- 
lations of the winter. 

I wish you, madam, the continual presence of this 

* The book here meant is Pe Foe's Funily lostractor. 
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divine ComForter, and am your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, &c. 



LETTER ecu. 

Weston-Favell^ Aug. 5. 1758. 

Dear Sir» — Herewith I send two other sheets 
of my intended work. Be so good as to examine 
them with rigour, and correct them with freedom. 

I am afraid lest the weakness of the advocate 
should injure the blessed cause. . I am the more so* 
licitousy because the unexpected acceptance of my 
fast sermons will probably open a pretty wide door 
of admission for this piece. Besides six thousand 
printed in London, an edition was printed in Scot- 
land, which was speedily sold off; f^nd I was desired, 
by a society established for giving away religious 
books among the poor, to grant them leave to print 
an impression for this purpose. In Ireland they have 
been printed ; into Dutch they are translated ; and 
a letter received last week from some pious and in- 
genious stranger in America, informs me, that they 
have been reprinted there, and found much accep- 
tance : all this will be a kind of recommendatory pre- 
face to this projected piece. The good Lord grant 
I may speak and write sound words, such as caflnot 
be reproved ! My prayer is, that you may be of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lord, always and on 
all occasions, and more especially when you are sift- 
ing and improving the writings of, dear sii*, your 
truly affectionate and much obliged friend. 



LETTER CCIIL 

Weston-Favelly Sept. 4. 1758. 
Madam, — Be so good as to present my very aflFec- 
tionate compliments to your excellent friend- Mr 
Kennedy. Inform him that my intended work has 
for a long season, on account of my great infirmities* 
been like the sun in Gibeon, and like the moon ' 



1 
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the valley of Ajalon. I shall be particularly pleased 
and thankful to receive his thoughts on that impor- 
tant subject, the assurance of faith. Mine are much 
the same as Mr Ebenezer Erskine's in his valuable 
sermons, and as Mr Boston's, in his most judicious 
notes on the Marrow of Modern Divinity. 

Pray, madam, fovour me with a long extract ffom 
Mr Kennedy's* letter: I do assure you, I admire 
his writings; they have a beauty which is quite na«> 
tural and artless ; joined with a piety which is Very 
affecting and edifying. 

A book has lately appeared, in two small volumes, 
entitled. Letters on Theron and Aspa&io. I cannot 
say I would recommend it to your perusal, but I 
should be glad if you would mention it in some con- 
versation with your learned and devout visitants, in 
order to know their opinion. For my own party I 
can hardly tell what opinion to form. The author 
conceals his name;f and it seems difficult to discover 
his principles or his aim. Some things are excel* 
lent, written with spirit, and in a strain truly evan- 
gelical ; in some things I stand corrected by him, I 
kiss the rod, and far from being displeased, am thank- 
ful" for his animadversions; though in some instances 
he has acted a disingenuous part; not consulting the 
most correct edition of my book, not adverting to 
my own explanation of my meaning, and making 
me approve the whole of a person's worka where I 
only commend some particular part. But what gives 
me the greatest disgust, and will, I believe, offend 
every candid reader, is a bitter vein of contempt and 
invective against some of the best men that ever 
lived, and some of the best authors that ever wrote. 
I once thought the apostle James's question implied 
an impossibility ; but it seems to be reduced to real 
fact by the pen of this critic, and in the Letterson 

* Mr Kennedy, whom Mr Hervey so highly and justly respected^ 
WM minister of the Soots chaith in Rottert&HD, fomierly minister at 
Cavers in Scotland. 

t See Letter CXC. 
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Theron and Aspasio, where the *' roHnt&ia tends 
forth" at the same place, in the same performance, 
" sweet water and biller."t 

I hope you will not act with Mr Kennedy accord- 
ing to the exact rnles of retaliation ; but though he 
has been bIow to write, you will be swift to answer, - 
that he may the more speedily improve and delight 
yourself, madam, and your very humble servant. 



LETTER CCIV. 

Friday night. 
Dear Sir,^I have sent you the following letter 
for your inspection, and Bhall make no remarks 
on it myself, lest I mislead your judgment. The 
gentleman who wrote it means well, and is desirous 
of promoting the .interest of the gospel in the way 
which he apprehends to be right; but he thinks 
difTerently from you and me, not only in his notions 
of imputed righteousness, but of other evangelical 
peculiarities. I have transcribed his letter, and con- 
cealed his name, that you may communicate your 
remarks with more freedom than perhaps you would 
have done, had I not taken these precautions to 
prevent your discovery of my correspondent. 

OctiAer 7. 1768. 
My dear Friend, — Wituekspoon's Essay ou 
the Connexion between the doctrine of Justification 
by the Imputed Righteousness of Christ &nd Holiness 
of Life, d^icated to you, was lately put into my hands. 
You know that I have an unconquerable dislike to 
your favourite expression, the imputed righteousness 
qfCkjist. I would on no account have used it in 
any of my own writings; and I wish it was univer- 
sally laid aside, particularly by every minister in his 
pulpit; because I apprehend, the notions wliicii the 
generality of people conceive of the " imputed righ- 
teousness of Christ," has done as much mischief, 
t Sea Sennons Bod Tncu, pegs t3(^ note. 
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especially amongst the lower sort, to the cause of 
Christianity, as the writings of infidelity have done 
amongst those of a higher rank. This is my settled 
opinion. Infidels may be, and often have been con- 
vinced ; but persons of weak minds, habituated to 
the sound of the imputed righteousness of Christ, (a 
satisfactory definition of which very few can give), 
are not only steeled against all conviction, but are 
too apt to disregard morality, and to censure and 
despise every preacher and writer, who, from prin- 
ciple or any other cause, disapproves of this cant 
term. Pardon me, for I really think it so, and 
therefore cannot call it otherwise ; yet I own myself 
a great admirer of Witherspoon's Essay ; I think it 
the best defence of the doctrine of redemption that 
I have ever seen. My principal, and almost only ob- 
jection, is against the phrase ^'imputed righteousness." 
It appears to me quite unscriptural to speak of the 
<< righteousness of Christ being imputed to us ;*' it is 
liable to great abuse, and it is not easily understood : 
nor am I satisfied to use it, notwithstanding all you 
have said in its defence, and all that so judicious and 
excellent a man as Dr Doddridge (in his sermons on 
Salvation by Grace) has said to explain^it. I fall 
in, however, with Witherspoon's sentiments, though 
I do not use his particular phrases : and you will ob- 
serve, he often intermixes others to the same purpose ; 
as, page 17, the Saviour's merit. Page 21, vicarious 
sufierings. Acceptance of the gospel, page 23. Doc- 
trine of Christ crucified, his atonement, page 29. 
Flying to the propitiation of Christ, page 36 ; the 
doctrine of Christ's mediation, &c. &c. By these it 
appears, that it is not the phrase, but the thing, jus- 
tification by Christ alone, on which he lays the stress, 
(see page 70, line 47,) and his arguments will be 
equally forcible on any man's principles who is not a 
Socinian. I believe the doctrine, as he has stated it, 
page 15, though I should not chuse to use some of his 
expressions. His remark, page 61, line 18, &C is, I 
think, very just, and confirmed by many melancholy 
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facts. Pages 63, 64, 65^ is perhaps too strong. The 
same may be said of other systems of morality ; they 
who embrace them, and. live unsuitably, are hypo- 
crites, page 65^ lines 2d and 3d. 

Upon the whole, I heartily wish every Christian, 
especially every minister in the kingdom, would care- 
fully read this very useful treatise of Witherspoon's, 
and act accordingly ; and if I had any acquaintance 
with him, though I am hopeless of bringing i/ou over 
to my sentiments, I would endeavour at least to pre- 
vail on him to abolish the phrase imputed righteous^ 
ness in the next edition, and then his book would be 
more extensively useful. 

I am, my dear friend, (notwithstanding our differ- 
ent opinions in some religious points), with much real 
esteem, most affectionately and most sincerely yours, 
&c. &c. 

So far my correspondent, whose letter I shall for- 
bear to answer till I hear your sentiments ; which I 
shall expect by the first opportunity. I am sure, if 
the phrase imputed righteousness were not strictly de- 
fensible on scriptural grounds, it should never more 
be used, either in the pulpit, or in the writings of, 
dear sir, your obliged friend and servant. 



LETTER CCV. 

Weston-Favell, Oct. 24. 1758. 

My dear Friekijk — Let me repeat ray thanks 
for the trouble you have taken, and for the assist- 
ance you have given me, in relation to my contro- 
versy with Mr Wesley. He is so unfair in his quo- 
tations, and so magisterial in his manner, that I find 
It no dmall difficulty to preserve the decency of the 
gentleman, and the meekness of the Christian, in my 
intended answer. May our divine Master aid me in 
both these instances, or else not suffer me to write 
at all. 

I have just been reading Hab. iii. 13. which seem- 



378 A COLLECTION 

ed difficult to clear ; one of the metaphors referring 
to an animate, the other to an inanimate structure : i 
should be glad to know, how you understand, and 
how you would explain the passage. Perhaps, at 
your leisure, you will consider the whole chapter ; 
and when I ask for a descant upon one, give me an 
elucidation of twenty verses. 

I have certainly a very great esteem for Dr Gill^ 
yet I never could assent to his notion of eternal jos^ 
tification. I am very much obliged to you for point-* 
ing out to me the passage in Theron ^nd Aspasio 
which. seems to favour, or proceeds upon such a tenet. 
It shall be altered in the next edition. 

My dilatory proceedings you will ascribe to the 
real cause, sickness ; then you will not deal with me 
according to the law of retaliation, but according to 
that law of kindness, which the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ has written upon your heart. 

Indeed, I think your ai^uments are unanswerable. 
If so, do not you think there are some things in my 
third Dialogue exceptiionable ? I wish you would 
eitamine it ; bring it to the touchstone of your last 
letter, and where it is wrong correct it. 

I should like to have Theron object something in 
your way of argunientation, and Aspasio frankly 
confess that he has overshot the mark. Such >m 
acknowledgment endears the character of the speak- 
er, and such a circumstance makes the sentiment 
more impressive on the reader. 

I have often thought the ^^cond verse of Psalm 
cxxxi. very difficult, and have been at a loss to find 
out the propriety of the comparison. Why compos- 
ed and quiet as a weaned child, when we know, that 
the time of weaning children is always a time of dis- 
appointment, often of disease ? At this season they 
are particularly froward and peevish : The very re- 
verse, therefore, of that frame of mind which the 
Psalmist seems to be illustrating. This Was the best 
solution which occurred to my thoughts; — A child 
weaned, from his mother is disquieted and fretful. 
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Such is my nataral, and such would be tny habitual 
temper, was I not influenced and calmed by grace ; 
but, through divine grace, my mind is resigned and 
quiet as the weaned child, when brought back to the 
mother, and lulled to rest on that i»oft and warm 
bosom, where it had so often lain with the greatest 
delight, but from which it had been for a season 
withdrawn. You see I would translate, *^ in pectus 
sive gremiiim matris suse." But whether my tran^ 
latton be warrantable, or my paraphrase such as suits 
the tenor of the Psalm, I submit to your determina- 
tion. 

Accept my sincere thanks for your valuable cor- 
rection of a passage in my sermon : such improving 
animadversions will always be more acceptable than 
the inebriating voice of applause, far more accept^ 
able to your truly affectionate friend. 



LETTER CCVI. 

Weston y Oct. 19. 1758, 
My dear Friend, — You some time ago sent me 
a poem, with which I was much delighted, notwith- 
standing the uncouth metre and obsolete words ; I 
mean Metcher's Purple Island, to which were sub- 
joined several other of his poetical pieces; one par- 
ticularly I remember to his brother G. Fletcher, on 
his poem entitled Christ's Victory in Heaven and 
on Earth, and his Triumph over and after Death. 

I happened to mention Fletcher to a gentleman 
lately, who has since lent me this very poem, which 
1 longed to see, as the title pleased me so much. He 
tells me, that Phineas Fletcher was not only an ex- 
cellent poet himself, and the son of a poet, (namely 
of John Fletcher, a celebrated dramatic writer in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth) but brother to two 
eminent poets, of which this G. Fletcher was one, 
and a young student at Cambridge when he wrote 
this poem. 

I wish any bookseller could be prevailed with to 
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reprint the Purple Island, and add to it Christ's Vic- 
tory, &c. in one neat volume. I believe it would sell, 
if properly revised and altered. It grieves me to 
think these pieces should be lost to the world, and 
be for ever buried in obscurity. 

I have folded down several passages in Christ's 
Victory and Triumph for your inspection; and if 
they meet with your approbation, I hope you will 
join your interest with me, in endeavouring to pre- 
serve the work from perishing. The Purple Island 
is to be sure a superior poem, and abounds with 
picturesque, useful, and striking sentiments; but 
with that you are well acquainted, as it has so long 
been a favourite with you. 

I am now so very ill^ that I scarce think I ^all live 
to see the approaching Christmas.* Had I been in 
perfect health, and disengaged from other employ- 
ment, I question whether I should not have .retouch- 
ed the poetry, changed several of the obsolete words, 
illustrated the obscure passages by occasional notes, 
and run the risk of publishing the whole at my own 
expense. To this I should have been more particu- 
larly inclined, as there are so few poems of the scrip- 
tural kind wrote by men of genius; though no sub- 
ject can be equally sublime and instructive, or more 
entertaining; witness Mikon^s Paradise Lost^ and 
Pope's Messiah. 

Could not Rivington get some one to make these 
necessary alterations ? Or if he does not care to en- 

fage in it, would not Dodsley undertake it, who is 
imself a poet, and very capable of abridging it in 
some places, enlarging it in others, and thoroughly 
correcting the whole? Do you know Mr Joseph 
Wharton of Trinity College, Oxford, who translated 
Virgil ? He is very capable of doing this : and as 
he is a clergyman, I should imagine he would think 
his time well employed in thus contributing to our 
blessed Master's honour. 

* Mr Hervej died on Christmas day, according to bis own suppo- 
fftion. 
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Methinks if a subscription to modernize valuable 
authors, and thus rescue them from the pit of obli-« 
vion, was properly set on foot by some men of emi- 
nence, and the proposals \irell drawn up, it would 
meet with due encouragement. I have often won- 
dered that such an attempt has never yet been 
made. How many excellent books of the last cen- 
tury are now out of print, whilst such a number of 
useless and pernicious writings are continually pub- 
lished ? 

1 now spend almost my whole time in reading and 
praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you cannot 
conceive, how the springs of life in me are relaxed 
and relaxing. " What thou dost, do quickly," is for 
me a proper admonition, as I am so apprehensive of 
my approaching dissolution. My dear Ariend, attend 
to " the one thing needful.** With this I send you 
my heart, its warmest good wishes, and most tender 
afiections ; and till it ceases to beat, I shall never 
cease to pray for your abundant happiness, or to be, 
my dear sir, your sincerely affectionate friend, &c. 

Some of the passages mentioned in the preceding 
letter to have been folded down by Mr Hervey, were 
as follow. 

In the three following stanzas, the poet speaks of 
man, as destitute of au hope and remedy without 
Christ. 

Should any to bimself for safety fly ? 
The way to save bimself (if any were) 

Is to fly from himself. Should he rely 
Upon the promise of his wife? what there, 
Wiat can he see, but that he most may fear— » 

A syren, sweet to death? Upon his friends? 

Who what he needs, or wliat he hath not, lends ? 

Or, wanting aid himself, aid to another sends? 

~ His strength ? *tis dust His pleasure? cause of pain. 
His hope? false courtier. Youth or beauty? brittle. 
Entreaty ? fond. Repentance ? late and vain. 
Just recompense ? the world were all too little. 
Thy lo?e? he hath no title to a tittle. 
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HeU*8 force? in vain her furies bell shall gather. • 

His servants, kinsmen, or his children rather? 

His child (if good) shall judge ; if bad, shall curse his falher. 

His life? that brings him to his end, and leaves him. 

His end ? that leaves him to begin his wo. 
His goods? vrbat good in that which so deceives him ? 

His gods of wood ? their feet, alas ! are alow 

To go lo help, which must be belp*d to go. 
Honour, great worth? ah ! little worth they be 
Unto their owners. Wit? that makes him see 
He wanted wit, who thought he had il wantiDg thee.* 

In another place, repentance and faith are thus des- 
cribed : 

She * in an arbour sate 

Of thorny brier, weeping her cursed state, 
And her before a hasty river fled. 
Which her blind eyes with fisithful penance fed. 

And aU about the grass with tears hung down ite bead. 

Her eyes, though blind abroad, at home kept fast, 
Inwards they tum*d and lo<^*d into her head. 

At vhich she often started as aghast, 
To see so fearful spectaclea of dread ; 
And with one hand her breast she martyred, 

Wounding her heart the same to mortify ; 

The other a fkir damael f held hereby. 

Which if but once let go, she f sunk unmediately. 

In another place is shewn the sufficiency of Christ, 
and impotency in man. 

What hath man done, that man shall not undo, 

Since God to him is grown so near akin ? 
Did his foe slay him ? he shall slay his foe. 

Has he lost all ? he all again shall win. 

Is sin his master? he shall master sin. 
Too hardy soul with sin the field to try. 
The only way to conquer was to Hy ; 
But thus long death ha^ lived, and now death's self sliall die. 

Christ is a path, if any be misled ; 

He is a robe, if any naked be ; 
If any chance to hunger lie is bread ; 

If any be a bondman, he is free. 

If any be but weak, how strong is be ? 

« Christ f Repeotanoe. % Faith. || Bopeatance. 
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To dead imd, life b« i^ ; to tick men, health ; 
To blind men, sight ; and to the needy, wealth ; 
A pleasure without loss ; a treasure without stealth. 

Despair, Presumption, Vain-glory, &c. &c. are 
personified in different parts of the poem ; but the 
preceding and following stanzas will be sufficient to 
give the reader an idea of it; and therefore it would 
be unnecessary to quote all the passages to which Mr 
Hervey had referred. 

£re loqg they came near to a baleful bower,* 

Much like the mouth of that infernal cave, 
Which gaping stood all comers to devour, 

Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy grave 

That still for carrion-carcasses doth crave. 
The ground no herbs but venomous did bear. 
Nor ragged trees did leaf, but every-where 
Dead bones and skulls were cast, and bodies hanged were. 

Upon the roof the bird of sorrow sat, 

Keeping back joyful day with her sad note. 
And through the shady air the fluttering bat 

Did wave her leathern sails, and blindly float; 

While with her wings the fatal screech-owl smote 
The unblessed house : there on a craggy stone 
CxLJBNO * hung, and made a direful moan, 
And all about the murder*d ghosts did shriek and groan. '^ 

Like cloudy moon-shine in some shadowy grove^ 

Such was the light in which Dcspaui did dwell ; 
But he himself with night for darkness strove. 
His black uncombed locks disheveird fell 
About hif face ; through which aa brands of hell 
Sunk in his skull, his staring eyes did glow. 
Which made him deadly look : their glimpse did show 
Like cockatrice's eyes, ttvit sparks of poison throw. 

Now he would dream that he from heaven fell. 
And then* would snatch the air, afraid to fall ; 

And now he thought he sinking was to hell. 

And then would grasp the earth ; and now his stall 
To him.seem'd hell, and then he.out would cEawl : 

And ever as he crept would squint aside. 

Lest be should be by fiends from hell espied, 

And forced, alas ! in chains for ever to abide. 

« The habitation of Despair described, 
f One at the Harpies. 

Insulc lonio in magno : quas dira Celieno, 

Harpyrisque colunt alie. Firg, Mn* iiL 

4 
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Christ's triumph over death, by his su£Perings on 
the cross. 

A tree was 6rst the iDstrunaent of strife, 

Where Etc to sin her soul did prostitute ; 
A tree is now the instrument of life, 

Though ill that trunk and Christ's fiur body suit : 

Ah, cursed tree ! and yet, oh blessed fruit ! 
* That death to hiio, this life to us doth give ; 
Strange is the cure, when things past cure revive, 
And the Physician dies to make his patient live. 

Christ's triumph over death by his passion in the 
garden. 

So may we oft a tender father see. 

To please his wanton son, his only joy, 
Coast all about to catch the roving bee. 

And, stung himself, bis busy bands employ 

To save the honey for the gamesome boy : 
Or from the snake her rancorous teeth erase. 
Making his child the toothless serpent chase. 
Or with his little hands her swelling crest embrace. 

Thus Christ himself to watch and sorrow gives, 

While dew'd in easy sleep dead Peter lies: 
Thus man in his own grave securely lives, 

While Christ alive with thousand horrors dies, 

'iet more for ours than his own pardon cries. 
No uns he had, yet all our sins he bare ; 
So much doth God for others* evils care, 
And yet so careless men for their own evils are. 

The treachery of Judas is thus represented : 

See drowsy Peter, see where Judas wakes, 

Where Judas kisses him whom Peter flies ; 
O kiss, more deadly than the sting of snakes ! 

False love, more hurtful than true injuries ! 

Ah me ! how dearly God his servant buys ! 
For God his man at his own blood doth hold. 
And man his God for thirty pence hath sold : 
So tin for silver goes, and dungbiU-droas for gold. 

The spirits of just men made perfect, are very 
poetically described in the following stanza : 

No sorrow now hangs clouding on their brow ; 

No bloodless malady empales the face : 
No age drops on their hairs his silver snow ; 
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No nakeditcst tbdr bodies does embase ; 

No poverty tbemaeWes and theirs disgrace j 
No fear of death the joy of life devours ; 
No unchaste sleep their precious time deflowers : 
No loss, DO grief, no cbiiDge wait on their winged hours* 



LETTER CCVII. 

Weston-FavM, Nov. 7. 1758. 
Reverend and dear Sir, — I should be very 
ungrateful) if I did not thank you for your late pre- 
sent; and for the many . obliging things you are 
pleased to say of me and my writings, in your valu- 
able letter. I hope they will be successful advocates 
for the furtherance of the gospel; and I am very 
sorry to hear by you, as well as from several other 
of my correspondents in Scotland, that the gentle- 
men of letters in that kingdom are deplorably gone 
oiF from the simplicity and truth of the Scriptures, 
and that the Socinian tenets are gaining ground 
apace. 1 could wish^ methinks, at this critical junc- 
ture, that Alsop's"*^ Anti-Sozzo, which made its first 
appearance in 1675, was judiciously abridged, and, 
in the neat Glasgow type, reprinted in a duodecimo 
volume; though it is almost a pity to abridge it, 
(unless it was well executed), as the whole is so in- 
teresting, and might be contained in two duodecimo 
volumes, or even in one octavo volume, if printed at 
Glasgow. It is, I can assure you, a very smart book, 
and one of the best defences of the evangelical doc- 
trines I ever saw, or ever expect to see, even if my 
life, which now draws very near its end, could be 
prolonged to the next century. In short, I think it 
aiti unanswerable performance ; and divines of every 
denomination would do well to make themselves 
thoroughly masters of this spirited and entertaining 
writer, as they would then be able to defend the 
truth as it is in Jesus against all kind of opponents, 

* Anti-Sosso, or against Socinus (Faustus), a native of Sienna, 
whose Italian name was Sozso. He wrote a book about 1575} en- 
titled, De Jesu Christo Servatore, and died 1604. 

VOL. VI. R 
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how witty, keen, subtle, or malignaiit soever the 
attack might be. I would therefore beg you to re- 
commend this book as a specific against Socinianism, 
and use your interest to have it forthwith reprinted 
at Glasgow. 

Glad I am to be informed, that you are so very 
zealous for the honour and interest of our Lord 
Jesus Christ What can make mankind happy, but 
his goqiel ? What is worthy of our sedulous applica- 
tion, but his interest ? What will be a substantial 
reward, but his acceptance, favour, and love? 

I am now reduced to a state of infant weakness, 
and given over by my physician. My grand conso- 
lation is to meditate on Christ; and I am hourly 
repeating those heart-reviving lines of Dr Youn^ 
in his fourth night. 

HuA, only this, subdues the fear of death : 

And what is this? Survey the wondrons cure ; 

And at each step let higher wonder rise ! 

]. Pardon for inSnite offence ! 8. and pardon 

Through means that speak its value infinite ! 

3. A pardon bought with blood ! 4. With blood divine ! 

5» With blood divine of him I made tay foe ! 

6. Persisted to provoke ! 7. Though woo*d and aw*d» 

Ble8s*d and chastised, a flagrant rebel atill ! 

S. A rebel *midst the thunders of his throne! 

9. Nor I alone ! lOi A rebel universe : 

11. My species up in arms ! 1 3. Not one exempt. 

1 S. Yet for the foulest of the foul he dies ! 

14. Most joy*d for the redeem*d from deepest gqjlt! 

1 5. As if our race were held of highest rank ; 
And Godhead dearer, as more kind to man. 

These amazingly comfortable lines, I dare say, 
you will treasure up in your heart ; and when you 
think of them, will think of me ; and I hope, dear 
sir, pray for me, that I may not disgrace my minis- 
try, or dishonour the gospel of my Master in my last 
moments, by unbelief I base provokinjr unbelief! 
This probably is the last time you wilT ever hear 
from me : for indeed it is with some difficulty I have 
wrote now; but I shall not fafl to remember you 
in my intercessions for my friends at the throne of 
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Christ ; and I humUy beg of God Almighty, that 
thi» love of his Son may sweetly eonstrain you, and 
that bis promises may be ever operfitiTe on yonr 
B^isd. — I am« vv^ith greal: graJatude and auich esteem, 
reverQud and den^ sir» your affectionate brother in 
Cbrisl. 



*m 



LETTER CCVIII. 

Friiaj^ morning. 
D£AE SiR,-^You ask me whajt I think of yon, 
in case it should please God to itake you out of the 
world in the perplexed state you have described to 
me. An answer to such a question is much more 
difficult than you seem to be aware of; and therefore 
I. must beg leave to decline passing any sentence. 
We ministers are to teach, warn, comfort^ and ex« 
hort every man, according to God^s most hoiy word ; 
bwt ajfter death comes the judgment on each of us. 
For, alas i how little, how very little do we know of 
one another, or of ourselves I The most amazing, 
perhaps, and one of the most humbling considera- 
tions too^ which can well be offered to the human 
isf^^aAt. is, that though we cannot form a tolerable 
j,lidgi|ient of any man's real condition, yet God shall 
y\d^ the world, the whale world, in equity ; not so 
much as one sinsle case, how intricate soevear it may 
seem to us, will he mistake. He was, is, and ever 
shall be, omniscient and omnipresent. And yet, 
sWrt-si^ted creatures as we are, how often do we 
usurp this prerogative^ and 'presume to jadge our 
fellow-creatures? A certain author, whose name I 
foi^ot, (though I registered to the following 'effect 
from him in one of my old diaries), has olteenred, 
<< That it is impossible for lis mortals to form an; 
equitable judgment of the state of any one indi- 
vidual; because God alone knows all the circum- 
stances he has been, and now is in. He alone can 
be the proper judge of his abilities and powers; 
opportunities be had of improving himself. 
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doing ffobd ; what were the force of his temptations ; 
what cSfficulties he had to struggle with ; what por- 
tion of diving grace was given to him ; what nataral 
understanding lie had ; what acquired knowledge was 
or could be obtained by him ; and, in short, wBat 
the true state of his case was. Nor will he condemn 
any one unjustly or arbitrarily. How comfortable a 
reflection is this I especially to one who is cruelly 
persecuted, or unjustly censured — that God shall 
judge the world in equity ; and yet what a tremen- 
dous thought is it, that every day we live we provoke 
this Judge of all men, and increase our heap of sin, 
which swells into sifch a frightfol size, such a stu- 
pendous mountain of guilt, as will make us one day 
stand amazed at the sight of it ! But < what art 
thou, O thou great mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain,' Zech. iv. 7- * We have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Right- 
eous, and he is the propitiation for our sins.^ Oh ! 
that I may have a devout and lively faith in him, as 
it is by him alone my sins can be cancelled. May 
the cry t)f his blood drown their clamour ! — We are, 
most just God, the children of thy wrath, and he is 
the Son of thy love, who died to save us, and through 
whom thou art willing to receive us. Yet what a 
distrustful fainting of mind comes over me, on the 
remembrance of former transgressions, which neither 
a reflection on God's ine&ble goodness, nor on the 
unbounded value of the sacrifice of Christ, can effec- 
tually relieve ? ^ Hear me, O Lord God, in this 
my hour of heartfelt distress, nor take thou ven- 
geance of my sins ; spare thy creature, O Lord, spare 
him whom thou hast redeemed with thy most pre- 
cious blood ; let thy mighty Spirit fit me for mercy 
and acceptance, and be not, oh ! be not angry with 
me for evdr.' " 

With this prose quotation, I send you a copy of 
verses on the renovation of a sinner; which will, 
perhaps, at this time, be neither unacceptable nor 
jpnseasbnable. It was wrote by a very particular 
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friend of mine, and is as poetical as it is instructive 
and consolatory. 

L 

Wbik, with my miod devoutly prew*d, 
D^air Saviour ! my revolving breast 

Would past offences trace ; 
Trembling I make the black review, 
Yet pleased behold, admiring too. 

The power of changing grace. 

II. 

This tonguet with blasphemies defiled, 
• These/eet, to erring paths beguiled, 

In heavenly league agree; 
Who would believe such lips could praise, 
Or think my dark and winding ways 

Should ever lead to thee ? 

III. 
These eyes, that once abused their sight, 
Now \\h to thee their watery light, 

And weep a silent flood : . . 
These hands ascend in ceaseless prayer, 
Oh ! wash away the stains they wear 

In pure, redeeming blood ! 

IV. 
These ears, that pleased could entertain 
The midnight oath, the lustful strain, 

When round the festal board ; 
Now deaf to all the enchanting noise, 
Avoid the throng, detest the joy^ 

And long tobear thy word. 

V. 

Thus art thou served : in every part, 

Oh ! wouldst thou but transform my heart, 

That drossy thing refine ; 
That grace might nature*s strength control, 
And a new creature, body, soul, 

Be ail, be ever thine. 

I transcribed these verses, as I hope you will com- 
mit tbem to your memory, and often repeat them as 
you ride or walk, till your tongue, lips, eyes, ears, 
and very heart, are subservient to the great end of 
your salvation, and that of others. £xert yourself; 
be of good cheer, the clouds that darken the face of 
your affairs, will ere long disperse. He that gave 
bis blood for you, and refused not to bear the rack- 
ing agonies of the cross for you ; he will not leave 
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Jmi» nor forsake vou. God, who U faithful asd jsust, 
as promised to forgive us our sins throu^ tbe tne- 
diation of his Son. Lord, I believe this ; help thou 
our unbelief.-^ So wisfacfs, and so prays, yours very 
sincerely. 



LETTER CCIX* 

Westm-Favell^Monday morning. 

Dear Sir, — I am much obliged to you for the 
loan of Dr Squire's Inquiry into the Foundation of 
the English doostitntion. The performance seems 
to be curious, useful, and interesting. But how in- 
teresting soever the subject may be to others, it can 
be very little so now to tne ; as my indisposition is 
daily increasing, and must, in all human probability, 
soon put an end to my being« 

In spite of the sarcastical reflections you say are 
thrown upon me, I must recommend to every one 
Marshall on Sanctification, and Jenks's Submission 
to the riffhteottsness of God. These are with me the 
two fundamental books } these teach vital religion* 
Do they who would decry faith, and extol their good 
works, distinguish themselves by the .practice of 
them ? If not, I must b^ leave to say, they are 
aelf-cotidemned. Only observe for the next month 
(by their fruits you will know them) the conduct of 
those who are such loud advocates for the merit, the 
dignity of man, and the freedom of his action ; and 
of those who rely pn the active and passive obedi- 
ence of Christ : and then tell me ingenuously, which 
are the people that pay the greatest reverence to the 
word of God ; and in particular to the fourth com- 
mandment? Inquire which of them use family*- 
prayer ? whose conversation is most edifying ? which 
of them visit and travel on Sundays ? and which of 
them pass that holy day as becomes those who have 
named the name of Christ ? I will be bold to say, 
that, on an impartial examination, the majority will 
be found on tbe aide of those who embraoe 4he doc* 
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trine of the imputation of Christ's righteousness, and 
who expect saWation by him alone, and not by deeds 
which they have done. Yet I should wonder bow 
men of discernment (men wbo^ one would think, 
dKKild be daily sensible of their innumerable failings) 
could possibly espouse the opposite doctrines, had I 
not too many melancholy proofs to the contrary. 
You may safely confide in this doctrine ; ibr this, 
dear sir, is not to be considered as the particular opi- 
nion of James Hervey, but it is the general opinion 
of our exemplary reformers ; it is the doctrine of our 
Articles and our Homilies* Will you say that our 
modern moral Christians, if I may so call them, are 
to be «et in competition with men like these ? I ap- 
peal to facts. Mark the effect of preaching mere 
morality, and of preaching the grace of Christ. B)it 
so long as the devil is sufrered to deceive the nations, 
and so long as the heart is unconvinced of sin, we 
may assure ourselves the doctrines of justification by 
Christ^ righteousness, and salvation by free grace, 
will meet with opposition. Therefore St Paul ex- 
horts Timothy, Ayatft^v T«f xetX^v ttysnet mg wtruif, *• tO 

fight the good fight of faith :'' it is an address to a 
combatant, and supposes a conflict ; a noble conflict ; 
x«x«;, the finest word in the most expressive language, 
importing all that is good and great ; let us not then 
be ashamed of the cause. 

My cough is very troublesome. I can get little 
rest; medicines yield no relief; but my never-failing 
cordial is the love of Christ. 

Religion bean my kpirits up ; 

A faithful and unchanging God 
Lays the foundation for my hope, 

In oaths,* in promises,f in blood, f 

Watm' Htmns, bb I. 

Staynoe (see Let. cxxx), whom you inquire after, 
was a good man, a tutor at Trinity College, Oxford, 
and afterwards Rector of St Leonard, Foster-lane ; 
and in the year 1704* published, in two volumes 

• Heb. vi. 17. f 2 Pet. L 4. \ Rev. U S. 
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octavo, bis treatise on Salvation by Jesos Christ. 
Mine is the second edition. It is no contemptible 
book) though the style is rather too/ prolix, and be 
has some peculiar notions. But who has ever seen 
a faultless book ? All writers have their failings, 
more or less. No mortal is exempted from them ; 
not even Homer, Virgil, or Milton himseUl This 
ought to teach us candour and humility in such a 
state of imperfection ; and above all, it should inspire 
us with a reverential admiration of the book of God^ 
which alone is free from error; by which we are 
guided, into all truth ; and in which we are promised 
eternal life^ procured for us by the righteousness, 
sufferings, and mediation of Jesus Christ. I wish, 
most heartily wish, you may sufficiently regard this 
inestimable book ; and then you will be like the tree 
planted by the water-rside, which bringeth forth its 
fruits in due season; and like that happy man of 
whoni it is written by the Psalftiist, << Look 1 what- 
soever he doeth, it shall prosper." I am, itiy dear 
friepdj aifectionately ^nd. unalterably yours, &c.. 



JACOBI HERVEY 

DE LIBRO JOBI 
EPISTOLA 

AD CAROLUM THAYER. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



This epistle wais published by John Rivington, Mr 
Hervej's bookseller, in 1 766, and sold at 6d. The 
following a(Jvertisement is prefixed to it. 

** The design of this publication is to acquaint the 
reader with the late ingenious Mr Hervey's senti^ 
ments on the book of Job; and it is given to the 
community iu the language with which it was pen* 
nedy as a specimen of this author's Latin style; but 
as it^ has never been corrected, it is presumed that 
the candid reader will make proper allowances for 
its defects 

<< N. B. — The original letter (without the least vari-^ 
ation) was transmitted to the press by the Rev. 
Mr Robert Knight, rector of Weston-Favell in 
^Northamptonshire, who married Mr Hervey'» 
youngest sister; and it is/ now deposited in the 
hands of Mr RivingtoB^ for the satisiaction of such 

' as desire to be assiii;e4 of its authenticity/'- 

The translation of this excellent letter, which now 
makes . its first appearance in print, was undertaken 
by the printer, at the desire of several gentleQien, 
who conceived that the inserting the Latin copy of 
it only in our author's works, would, be of no use- 

b2 
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to the ffenemlity of the encouragers of this edition. 
Though the translator does not pretend that the 
translation is any way equal to the original, yet he 
flatters himself he has given the author's meaning, 
which may be of use to the unlearned. Those who 
are skilled in the learned languages will prefer the 
original, and cannot be displeased that Mr Hervey 
is also made to speak in English to those who do not 
understand Latin. 



UCTXEBNSO TIBO 

CAROLO THAYER, 

s 

SALUTfiM. 

MiROB equidem, tit spectatissirae, tantam tibi 
linguae non Ternaculffi, quaeque ab hodiernis colloquiis 
exulaty copiam in promptu esse. Ni te jamdadura 
nofisem, uberrima ista Romani eloquii penus facile 
me inducerct ut crederem, Tusculi* te potius quam 
Abingtonittf habitasse. Quod ad me attinet, quura 
probe soiam, quam rudis sim et inexercitatus in hoc 
scribendi genere^ paulum abfuit quin ulentum mibi 
peipetttum indixissem. Per plnrimos dies, tenuitatis 
nostre conseius, maaum de tabub timidam cohibui. 
Verum enimvero ptidor reclamaTit, animusque ab 
ingratitudine abhorrens stimulos addidit ; atque inde 
sit ut calamus, iinpar licet et ineptus, ad epistolare 
QIU0US jam tandem excitatus est. 

Gratias itaque ago, quantas possum.maximaB, quod 
plunina mibi notatu dignissima de Jobo, Jobique 
Ubro, pro siogulari ttia humanitate atque erodiiione, 
vitro commnnicasti. Versionem imprimis ad examen 
revocas. Nitida ea est, elegantiarum ferax, vimque 
Hebraearum vocum, supra quod sperari potuit, vix 
ioMniotttam irsMlit. Addas licet, Roinam earn ess^ in 
plurimis, sed qua? auctorkatem suaci secuni afietttt, 
et Iqgentium suffragia primo statim ah initiiitii 

t Abio|;loniA» oppidfidltttD «prep« 
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oiti Notas deinde sagaci percurris oculo. Quad qui 
legit religitque, baud facile est dicere^ utrum plus sit 
reportaturus utilitatis, ex ainplissiroa orieatalis eru- 
ditiomt segete; seu potius oblectamenti, a dulcissi- 
lAo illo criticae artis flore. Adeo non friTola sunt 
el futilia qusB ubiqoe annotantur, ut vocabnlorum 
•mphasiii) argumentorum pondera, sensuuia subli* 
Hiilateni) coUoquii denique telam pulcherrimo ordine 
dedttctan^ manu limatissima admota coliustratit. 
Imo tanto affaso lumine collustrant, ut vel mihi he^ 
bctioris ingetiii viro pate^cant^ et patefacta placeant 
Quid multis? eum ipsum, puto, commentatoreni 
naoltts est Jobus, quern prae omnibus aliis optassetj 
si superstes adhiic inter 'homines versaretur. 

He Jobi mvo^ quo vixit, non constat inter doctos, 
neqae opinor constabit unquam. Atqui verisimilinia 
videtur quam tu aliique tuentur opinio. In vestras 
partes non invitus transeo. Illustrem hunc principem 
non nisi po«t Abrahamum floruisse certo certlus est. 
Qui enim nomen terree dedit^ quam alter amicorum 
oohiit, Temanitidi, is inter I^ui posterns numeratur. 
Prohibet porro insignissimum istud encomium quo 
cohonestatur a Spiritu Sancto» ne suspicemur eum 
diebuspatriarcharum Isaaci aut Jacobi vitam transe* 
gisse. Vix potuit vere dice ** ci ain cthu CADina'' 
nisi post funera Josepbi. inter faunc igitur morte 
ablatum, €t Mosen ex eph^bis excessuin, omnino 
fttat«endo videtur aera Jobi. 

De scripto ipso, profluxisse ilhid ab alia quain 
Jobi manu nuiius Uubito. Is quippe inter Arabas 
nutritus, atque Arabum liftgiue assue&ctus, vix tan- 
ta fuit Hasbraicanun UDerarum peritia imbuttts, quan-^ 
ta opus «rat ad reft tales tali v^rborum nitore et con-* 
einnitate consignandas ebaitis. Si Mosi authori li- 
brum ascribere qius maluit, quod Anglicana nostra 
ia observatiuDCuhs stiis margini affixis editio innuit^ 
turn demum aiiittror ante Israelitas per deserta tca« 
dudov confectum esse. Legislator ilie celeberrimus 
duia tanto i^mini^ducem se rectoremque pnebuit, 
Ti&^potait ad iiistoriam poeticam oontexendaia imi« 
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mum appellere* Ingens praste«ea reram quotidie 
agendarum niultitudo atque onus, ne tale aliquid 
iDoliretur, mentem sine dubio abstraberent. Nulla 
autem ea potuit opporlunior esse occasio,. quae illi 
obtigit» dihxa exul inter Midiamtas comraocatus est. 
Rusticabatur tunc temporis ; otiabatur ;- omnia ba- 
buit indulta, qu» poetoe^ ingenium stimnlare atque 
accendere solent. Huic insoper sentential adstipula- 
tur, quod in eas regiones rel^atus, omnia quae ad 
Jobum, finitimae terrae incolam, pertinei^ent, ediscere 
potuit uberius. Gnaviter quoque pro tali conjectura 
militat frcquentior exotici idiomatis usus, pbrasium- 
que vs^rietas Arabicam, indolem plane redolentium. 
Warburtonus. noster omni'nisu id agit» ut Esras, 
scriptorum sacrorum ultimo, thesaurarium hoc theo- 
logiae, philosophies, atque omuigenae fere doctrines 
acceptum referamus. Qu^ quidem hypothesis, spe* 
ciosu Licet, et rationibus neutiquam contemnendis sub- 
nixa, fidem apud me non optinet. Sigpa enim sunt 
(ni vanus augurof) et criteria, passim per librum 
sparsa, qum aetatem longe antiquiorem subindicant. 
Adlegemlatam aut resgestas Israelitaruin neallusum 
est, quod mihi videre contigit, uspianv NuUibi yel 
mentio fit miraculorum in ^gypto et per deserta 
editorum. Que tantum cuivis poeoiati couciliarent 
decus, tantum porro Judaeis solameu suppeditarent, 
ut a nemine cordato intacta prorsus relinquerentur. 
Inter alia quas scripsisti pulchecrima, rn* ymnmnOt^ 
toti huic historian adstruis« Adeo non esseasseris^ 
ass^rtumque probas, fictitium qCiendam pii iugenii 
lusum, ut omnia e contra revera agecentur. Proinde 
lion debere aliquem inter legendum putare, sibi antp 
oculos esse e)us solius quod fieri potuit figmentutti, sed 
g^huinam ejus quod fuit narrationem. Me jam antea 
huic opinioni accedentem, fecerunt quas ptotuUsti 
rationes, ut ei arctius adha^ream* Etsi veto, historian 
veritatem sibi vindic^t^ dramatici tamen operis 1^ 
pores prae se fert. Voces si spectes, ornatissimae illa^ 
cultissimasque, non tarn euarrant, quam res coiispi-^ 
cieodas ferme exhibent. S^nsibus autem nihil gc^7 
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Tiii8» gmndius^ subliroius, Deo inspirante dignius^ 
aut humano generi magis scitu oecessarium. Cba-* 
xacterum interea diversitas tnira ; quodque artis est 
BttDimaey ad vivum depicti siaguli, et sibi invicem 
lindique constantes. ^^Itera insuper venustatis spe- 
cie gaudet Jobaeis nostra, qiiee artificiosis dramatico* 
ram commentia decori est atque ornamento. Noiv 
funiiim ex fulgore, quod monnit criticus, sed ex fufnv 
lucem edit. Sermone pedestri orditur. Inde pede^ ' 
tentim progreditor ad altiores dicendi modos. Et 
cothurno ipdi^to, sensibus quoque assurgit. Reram 
major nascitur ordo. Yehementiores congressos. 
A^riora conflictantium certamina. Usque dma nihil 
amplius aut fortius bine iUinc dici potiut. Turn de-p 
main intervenit moderator. Quad prave dicta sunt 
uitrinque subacto pensitat ji^icio, debitaque repre- 
hensione castigat Summa, si fieri potest, ope niti-* 
tur^ ut feryidos disputantium animos componat, li^ 
temque diu agitatam. dirimat. S^d frustra; Major 
inest nodus, et difiiciliorisvlonge solutionis, quam ut 
juveni remonstrant! cedat. Deus, ecce Devs adest !" 
quidquamne augustius excogitari possit? Qui circui-^ 
tus coelorum perambulat, in arenara quasi (constet 
summa reverentia dicto) descendit. Quique astra 
per inane yolventia librat, ille ipse controyersiae 
bttjus momenta et pondera aequa quasi bilance truti^^ 
nat. Hzo autem orante causam, ut ferocientes ani->. 
mi subsidunt I reniti cessant. Manus dant. Obmu-* 
tescunt. Jobujs ipse, quern lautiores de fiiapuritate 
tumidique vdam qonceptus, ultra quam par erat,. 
vexerant, erroris convictus, iniquitatis manifestus^ 
pudore suffunditur, armja projicet, ad pedes infinites 
miseriqordiqe venerabundus devolvitur. Noscit seip* 
sum; pc^nitentiam agit; cedendo. vincit ;^ eumque, 
simul atque se coram De^o humillime deprimit, cala^ 
mitatis sortitus est exitum, qtlem neias esset expec-* 
tare) dui^ri inculpatam sibi integritatem temere nimis 
arrogavit. Omnia sua, non ita pridem misere deper-' 
^ita,. cumulatissima manu reponit, auget, stabilitque 
numen propitiuni. {^silma^ ad instar, pressus resur^ 
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ffit ; quamque omnes de felicitate 8ua conelamftttttn 
iri arbitrakMintar, tuin demum rediviva evatit, moW 
loquei quam oliin, laetitts efflorait. Quam subitaDea 
atqne insperata prorsos catastrophe I qaam jiseundiia 
malorom finis ! quam puicbra coronis toto operi 
supeiindttcta I 

Leviter haec tetigisse sufficiat. A rebus curiospe 
»pecuiationis, tuo ductos exemplo, ad utiliora longe 
mentem calamamque verto. Quie fidem vacillanteni 
suffulciant, praximque errabundam ntmis gaberna- 
toris soiertis ritn ad clavum assiduesedentis, oorrigant 
dirimntqae, ea nunc consideranda occurrunt. Quod 
pniden^r mones, de ediscenda animi fortitudine €fx 
Joboafflictionum agminibus lacessito, nee tamen frao- 
to aut prostrato.; de petendis insupd^ ad patientiam 
incitamentis ex Jobo mala aoerbissima passo, atqoe 
hamilitcr se et summisse ferendo oneri accingente ; 
id avide aripio; memoria defixnm teneo; Deumque 
precor ut in ima atqoe intima cordis transeat. No* 
bilissimuni illnd quod resurrectioni* mortuorum 
perhibetur testimonium, teeo remittentemeditationes 
nostras, libenter adeo* Quamque aiiqui, de re Chria- 
tiana oon bene meriti, monumentum istud aere pe« 
renniufl, auro pretiosius conveilere satagunt, pergra- 
tam sane operan navat interpres noster, dnm vaii* 
dtasimis rationum viribus id sibi stabiliendum accipit. 
NoQ te latet fuisse inter eniditos, qui pulcberriraam 
banc Jobinas fidei confessionem aliorsum detorqnere 
student ; et de fortunis solummodo redintegratis ut 
inteUigatur velint. Quern quidem errorem radtdius 
avubum et funditius deletum, non sine gaudio et 
gmtttlatione, in lucubrationibus hisce acouratissimis 
oontemplari datum est. Quod mihi de Redemptore 
<< CALt" suggeris, id profecto arridet magnopere, et 
toto pector^ amplector. Vellem de quocqnque sa« 
erornm volumioum libro dicere, quod olim Angusd- 
nus opdme, *< Sunt Scriptoras tuae delicifls meae*'* 
Nulla est inter codices divinos pagina, quce aoa 
aurifodtfris sit praestantior ; nulla vel minuttsi^a 

♦ Vid« Jobi, «ap. lix. 25. 
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ktspinita veritatis portiancnU, qnin ineHe HyUcBO 
dulcior ionge. Qiue autem de Christo vaticinftfitor ; 
CujiisTUM liye venturam «pond6tit, sive advetitntn - 
dqnagiint ; Cheistum, ttgm me delanii lageDtibM 
aoJetiam^ vkariain pro sontibus viotimaniy t^mxvr^fy 
MNf^fvX**', eSf apad me^ infinitum quatitum I palmam 
prttripiuDtt Renident e^ margafitarum instar bine 
inde coniscantiain ; aii^e^ ut cum poeta loquar, Telut 
inter ignei iuna mtnofes. De hid colloquia apud 
sdes privataS) de his pro roetro condones, de his 
douque contnnplatioiies dotni, foris, instituere ges- 
tirixm. loio in his totus eMeai, atque immorarer 
jiigiter, niii oorruptela^ proh dolor 1 naturas insita ob^ 
staret ; vag»qi]€ ac instabilea eogitationea mentetn in 
eontmria identidem deflect^ent^ Heec enim edidi^ 
eiaae, aapientia •nt ; hia lidem adbibui^se^ sains. Qui 
base jad imguem calkl^ bonus evadet theologas ; qui- 
que-animo penitius imbiiHt, Christianus. 

At quo feror ? Inqo«e spatia effusos, tt^tis limited 
epktolaris commercii cxeurro ? R^rimo me tandem. 
Unuflu duntaMt preb alf is esiimium, e tersiiMie antea 
kuadatB) locum seligere liceat. £a erit scrtptinn* 
eake hujus nostrSD meta^ el patientiee tuee lassie plus 
satia et defatigats^ levumen. Verem ibi pristinumque 
sensum, acerrimo ingenii acumineetenebris erotmn, 
et non aine diagno aanas doctrinae comniodo reposi- 
tum, leetus aspicio. Pericopam, si vacat, videre es, 
cap* iv. 1 7* Nuaa mot talis a (non pnt^ ut nostras 
se habet hie Saltern makfida versio) numine Justus 
erit ? Haud memini legisse me, aut narrando acce- 
pisse, ab ullo unquam, eo impudentiae deventum iri, 
.ut justiorem se Deo, perFectionis omnimodae fonte 
ac norma^ venditare aasit. Vix igitur, imo ne vix 
quidem operas pretium fuisset, tanto cum conamine 
dietomm et pompa refellere, qaod in nullius quotquot 
sunt mortatioiti cogitaliones introire potuit. Neque 
aliod qiaam nugatorem agit scriptor divinus, si fidem 
I'eddilioni reeeptae habes; sin vero Schultensii admittas, 
aon item% Exhibet ista nodum deo vindice dignutn. 
Enrorem perstringit jugulatque, quo nuilus aliu^ 
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exitialipr, quire importunios sese in mentes nostras 
ingerit. Speciem omnem bumaDis qood vocatur, 
meriti tollit, convellit» conculcat. Neqde sinit, ut 
minima vel sanctissimis hoipiaumy aut sua junctandi, 
aut se justificandi, ansa sit relicta. Qoin omnea 
omninoy utcunque pietatis puritatisque encomiia 
per terras nobilitatos, coram supremo jndice reos 
M«4rtA«yiiTV(9 sistit. NuUos proinde posse a tremendo 
illo tribunali poenarum expertes abire, nisi gratuito 
lis condonentur peccata et Christi Mediatoris justi-i 
tia lis in salutem imputeiur. Ecce revera evangelicum 
ant^envangelium ! Qui noncutem solam o^conomias 
istius salutiferae invenisset palpando, sed in ipsissima. 
vicera et medullas quodammodo, penetrasse videtur. 
Felices nos nostrosque si eandem fidem medullitus 
hausisse detur I Amo mehercule hominem, qui feli-> 
citer commentando haec tam luculenta tvmyyiXm Jobo» 
Christianismot nobisqueetiam, aut inscitia Hebraics& 
dictionis aut incuria interpretum ablata, instauravit 
demum ac restituit. Te vero impensius, vir reverende, 
amo atque colo; dulcissima cujus amicitia, plus una 
alteraque vice experimento cognita, fecit» ut ampiis* 
simam ex ea voluptatis atque emolumenti messeox 
sperare, ac mihimet ipsi polliceri audeam. Ut ylvas^ 
yaleasque, ex animo optat tibi devinctissimus 

Jacobus Heeyet. 

P. & — Si qua in re tibi> salute recuperata> prodesse* 
poteroy id ne dicam roges, sed jubeas yelim.. 



TO THE 

Rev. Mr CHARLES THAYER. 

Respected Sir, — Truly I am surprised that yon 
have so ready a faculty of expressing yourself in a 
langui^e which is not your mother tongue^ and which 
is banished from modern conversation. Unless I had 
been intimately acquainted with you long ago^ that 
f]:u.it;ful fund of Roman elocution would easily induce 
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me to believe that you had dwelt at Tusculdm* rather 
than at Abingdon.f As to myself, well knowing my 
rudeness and want of exercise in this kind of writing, 
I was on the point of imposing a perpetual silence 
on myself. For several days, sensible of my own 
incapacity I I withheld my timorous hand from the 
desk. But indeed shame remonstrated, and a mind 
extremely averse to ingratifeude, egged me on ; and 
hence it is that my pen, though unequal and ill 
fitted for. the task, is novf at last excited to give you 
the trouble of a letter. 

I render you my greatest thanks for your volun- 
tarily communicating to me» out of your singular 
humanity and erudition, many remarks worthy of 
the highest notice concerning Job and hts book. In 
the first place, you bring the version to the touch- 
. stone. ' It is neat, replete with elegance, and gives the 
force of the Hebrew phrases in their full strength, 
. beyond any man's expectation. Add to this, that 
though it is new in most instances, yet it is what 
carries its authority in its bosom, and gains the 
reader's assent at the very first sight. Then you 
run over the notes with a sagacious eye. Which 
.whoever reads, and reads over again, it is not easy 
to say whether he will carry off more profit from 
that very large crop of eastern learning, or rather 
delight n'om that most agreeable flower of the art of 
criticism. So that the remarks, every-where inter- 
spersed are not trifling or unimportant, as they, with 
great ingenuity and skill, illustrate the emphasis of 
the words, the weight of the arguments, the sublimity 
of the meaning, and the thread of the discourse laid 
out in. a most beautiful order. Nay, they shine with 
so glaring a light, that they are clearly understood 
even by me, a man of dull apprehension; and, being 
understood, please me. In short. Job, I fancy, has 
got the very commentator which he would have 
preferred to all others, if he himself had been now 
living and conversant among men. 

* Tuscuhim, a town of Italy, wb^re Cicero's country-house stood.' 
I Abingdon, a little town near Northampton. 
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As to the age in wbicb Job lived, the karned are 
not agreed, nor I suppose ever wilk But that <^inion 
which yoa and others maintain seems to be most pro- 
bable. I willingly go over to your side. Nothing 
is more certain than that this illustrious beix> lived 
after Abraham : For he who gave a name to the 
cocmtry which one of his friends, the Temanite, 
inhabited, is reckoned among the posterity of Esaa. 
Moreover, that very remarkaUe encomium with whidi 
he is honoured by the Holy Spirit, forbids us to ima- 
gine that he lived in the days of the patriarch Isaac 
or Jacob. It could scarcely be truly said that there 
was none like him in the earth, unless he bad lived 
after the death of Joseph. The time of Job seems 
therefore to be truly placed between the decease of 
Josqih and the manhood of Moses, 

As to the writing itself, I have no doubt that it 
proceeded from no other hand than that of Job. 
For Jie being educated among the Arabs, and used 
to their language, he had scarce so great skill in the 
Hebrew learning as was necessary for consigning to 
writing such important matters in so neat and elegant 
a style. If any chuse to ascribe the book to Moses 
as its author, as our English edition has intimated 
ia the notes on the margin, then I suppose it was 
wrote before the passage of the Israelites through the 
wilderness. While that celebrated lawgiver was em- 
ployed as the guide and ruler of so great a company, 
he could scarce apply his mind to write a po^cal 
history. Beddes, the ffreat number and weight of 
the matters he had to do every day, would, without 
doubt, divert his mind from so great an undertaking. 
And no time could be more favourable to him than 
that which he enjoyed while he lived as an exile 
among the Midianites. He dwelt in the country at 
that time, had much leisure, and had all conveni^ides 
which use to stimulate and fire the genius of a poet. 
What further strengthens this opinion is, that being 
banished into those countries, he could have full 
information of every thing relating to Job, who dwelt 
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hi the neiglibooring land. The frequent use, too, 
of a foreign idiom^ and a variety of phrases plainly 
smelling of the Arabian genius, plead strongly in 
behalf of such a conjecture* Our countryman, Dr 
Warburton, labours hard to prove that we are 
indebted to Ezra, the last of the sacred writers, for 
this treasure of divinity, philosophy, and all kind of 
learning. But Uiis hypothesis, however specious, 
and supported by reasons nowise despicable, does 
not command my assent. For unless I guess wrong, 
there are marks and characters scattered every-where 
through the book which denote a much more ancient 
period. There is no where any allusion, so far as I 
eould observe, to the promulgation of the law, or 
the exploits of the Israelites. In no place is there 
any mention of tlie miracles performed in Egypt or 
through the deserts, which would Iiave given so great 
ft dimity to any poem, and afTorded so muchicomfort 
t» the Jews, that they could never have passed nn^ 
noticed by any wise man. Among other very beautiful 
things that you have wrote, you establish the genuine- 
ness of this whole history. Consequently you do not 
assert it to be, and prove what you have asserted, 
a oertaitt fictitious amusement of a pious genius, but 
that, on the contrary, it was a real transaction : that 
therefore no one, in reading, ought to imagine that 
he has before his eyes a fi(^on of what might have 
been done, biit.a genuine narrative of what actually 
happened. I was formerly of this opinion, and the 
reasons you have brought forth make me adhere 
more closely to it. But although it claims the truth 
of a real history, it displavs all the pleasant enter« 
taittmen t of a dramatic performance. If you consider 
the words, which are most elegsnt and ornate, th^ 
do not so much relate, as exhibit to view, the several 
transactions. And nothing is more important, more 

S«nd, more sublime, more worthy of an inspiring 
od, or more necessary for mankind to know. 
Meantime, tl>ere is a surprising diversity of charac* 
ters, ami, what is tfae^ highest attainment of art, ihey 
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are every one painted to the life, and every-wbere 
consistent with one another* Moreover, oor history 
of Job is distinguished by another species of elegancCf 
which is a decoration and ornament to the artificial 
romances of dramatic writers. He does not bring 
smoke from a flashi as a critic has observed, but light 
from smoke. He begins with prose, and then in a 
trice he proceeds to the higher modes of speaking ; 
and putting on a buskin, rises, up to the senses. A 
greater order of things commences; more vehement 
conferences, more fierce attacks of the disputants, 
until nothing more important or more forcible can 
be said on either side. Then at last a mediator comes 
in* . The perverse sayings of each party he weiffha 
with a deliberate judgment, and chastises with due 
reprehension. He endeavours with his utmost might, 
if possible, to calm the warm spirits of the dbputants, 
and decide a controversy that has been long litigated* 
But in vain. The difficulty is greater, and of far 
harder solution, than to yield to the remonstrance 
of a youth. A Ood, behold a God appears I Can 
any thing more majestic be contrived I He who tra- 
verses the circuits of the heavens descends, (let me 
speak with the utmost reverence^ as it were, to the 
sand. And he who balances the stars that roll dirongh 
the empty air, he himself weighs the importance 
and.weiffht of this controversy, as it were, in an 
impartial balance. While God pleads the cause, 
how do their fierce spirits subside ! They cease to 
resist. They give up their weapons. They are mute. 
Job himself, whom too splendid and swelling con- 
ceptions of his own purity had transported beyond 
due bounds, being convinced of his mistake^ and 
sensible of his iniquity, is covered with shame, throws 
down his arms, and, in a worshipping posture, falls 
prostrate at the feet of infinite mercy. He knows 
himself; exercises penitence, overcomes by submis- 
sion ; and as soon as he most humbly falls down 
before God, he obtains an end of his calamity, which 
he cquld not lawfully have eicpected no Io^^l^ h/9 
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too rashly fitrt>gated to himself ati unblamable inte- 

Srity. The pfopitious Deity, with a most liberal 
and, replaces, augHietits^ establishes all his effects^ 
which had been not long ago miserably lost. Like 
the palm-tree, being pressed down he rises up ; and 
when all were going to congratulate him upon his 
felicity, then at last it revived, and flourished much 
more plentifully than before. How sudden and 
unlooked-for a catastrophe ! How joyful a period of 
his distresses ! How beautiful a conclusion brought 
to the whole work 1 

Let it suffice to have touched these things slightly. 
Led by your example, I turn my mind ana .pen from 
matters of curious speculation to things of greater 
utility. Those things which support a tottering 
faith, and rectify and direct a practice too apt to 
wander, like a skilful pilot who continually sits at the 
helm, are now to become the subject of consideration. 
What you discreetly admonish of, as to learning for- 
titude of mind from Job teased with a troop of afflic- 
tions, yet not broken or dispirited ; as to fetching in- 
citements to patience from this man who suffered the 
most bitter evils, and yet prepared himself humbly 
and submissively to bear the burden ; that I greedily 
catch at, I hold it fixed in my memory, and I pray 
to God, that it may penetrate into the lowest and 
innermost recesses of ray heart. I cheerfully pro- 
ceed, upon your remitting my meditations thither, to 
that most noble testimony which is given to the resur- 
rection of the dead.f And while some who have not 
deserved well of Christianity labour to destroy this 
monument, more lasting than brass, and more pre- 
cious than gold, our interpreter performs a truly ac- 
ceptable service, while he undertakes to establish it by 
themost powerful arguments. You are not ignoraDt, 
that there have been some among the learned who 
endeavour to pervert to a different meaning this most 
beautiful confession of Job's faith, and. would have 
it understood only of the restoration of his estate. 

t See Job ziz. 25. 



Which errar indeed I obi^rved with Boraa^H jojf 9Bd 
ooBgmtttlfttioB to be pludced up by tb« root% wA 
^tirely overthrown in theaeyour mo9t accurate laeii^ 
l;^ation9* A% to what you suggest U> me eooceraiM 
the RedeemeTy it truly please* me very roach, and I 
embrace it with my whole heart. I would wish te 
say coQoerning every book of the sacred volou^feo, 
what Augustiue long ago said excellently, << Thy 
writings are my delight." There is no page in the 
divine books which is net more excellent than mines 
of gold ; there is not even the most minute pc^ioB 
of in^ired truth» but is sweeter than the sweetest 
honev. But what they prophecy concerniog Christ ; 
whether they promise CHaiST to come, or describe 
hia advent; Christ, medicine for the sick, comfort 
to mourners, a vicarious sacrifice for tibe guilty, a ran- 
som for us, giving Iiis life for us^^these things, how 
iofiaitety great ! carry away the prize. These things 
shine like pearls sparkling on every side, or, to speak 
with the poet, as the moon among the lesser stars. 
Concerning these, I would re^ce to hold conferences 
in private houses, in the pulpit, in my family, and 
when abroad. Nay, I would be wholly employed 
about them, unless the inbred corruption of nature 
(O grief!) opposed, and wandering and unsettled 
thoughts now and then diverted my mind to con- 
trary subjects. For to learn these, is wisdom ; to Jae- 
lieve them, is salvation. He who understands tiiese 
things exactly, will become a good divine ; and he 
who drinks them mto his mind, will beoome a Cbiisr 
tia9. 

But whither am I caxried ? Into what excursions^ 
transpoi^ed, do I run beyond the limits of epistolary 
CQrreq>ondenGe ? I repress myself at length. Let me 
he pcormitted to select one place at least excellent above 
others, from the version before extolled ; which will 
put a period to this little writing of mine, and relax 
your patience, too much tired and. wearied out. 
There with pleasure 1 behold the true and aticient 
meaning, by a very brisk effort of genius, rescued 
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from darknesSf and restored, not without considerable 
advantage, to soupd doctrine* You may see the de- 
fect, if you be at leisure, chap. iv. ver. 17« *^ Shall 
mortal man be just before. God ?^' not, more just than 
God,* as our version, unfaithful here at least, has it. 
I do not remember to have read, or to have received 
by report, that any one ever arrived to such a pitch 
of impudence, as to dare to boast that he was more 
just than God, the fountain and rule of all manner 
of goodness. Hardly, therefore, nay scarcely would 
it have been worth while to confute, with so great 
energy and pomp of words, what could enter into the 
thoughts of no mortals whatsoever. Nor does the 
divine writer act otherwise than as a trifler, if you 
believe the received version. But if you admit Uiat 
of Schultens, he acts quite the reverse. That version 
discovers a difficulty worthy of a God to unravel. 
It decyphers and destroys an error, than which there 
is none more destructive, or that insinuates itself with 
greater importunity into our minds. It takes away, 
it refutes, it tramples upon every species of what is 
called human merit. Nor does it suffer even the 
least handle to be left to the holiest of men, either to 
boast of their own deeds, or to justify themselves. 
Nay it represents all men, hoVever dignified through 
the world by the praises of piety and purity, as wholly 
guilty, and without excuse before the supreme Judge; 
and shews that none can go away from that tremen- 
dous tribunal free from punishment, unless their sins 
are freely forgiven them, and the righteousness of 
Christ the Mediator be imputed to them for their 
justification. Behold an evangelist indeed before the' 
Gospel 1 who by feeling found out, not the sum only 
of that saving economy, but seems in a manner to 
have entered into the very bowels and marrow of it. 
Happy we and our people, if it be given us to draw 
forth the same faith from the marrow. Truly I love 
the man, who, by such a happy comment, has at last 

* See this passage excellently illustrated by our author, in his Con. 
teroplations on the Night, Vol. I. 
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renewed and restored these bright gospel tiding to 
Job, to Christianity, and to us too, removing either 
unskilfulness in the Hebrew diction, or the careless- 
ness of interpreters. But, reverend sir, I love and 
respect you the more ardently, whose most amiable ' 
friendship, which I have experienced on trial once 
and i^ain, has caused me to hope irom it a more 
abanuant harvest of pleasure and advantage than I 
durst promise myself. That you may live and pros- 
per, is the hearty wish of your mtich obliged 

James Hervet. 

P. S. — If upon the recovery of my health, I can be 
of any service to you in any business, I do npt say you 
should ask it, but command it 



ON THE DEATH OF THE KEV. JAMES HERVEY. 



Oir Yttlgar maiks Deatii loag bad meanly spent 
His loaded quiver, and his bow full bent; 
Monarcbs, who had been great but for a crown, 
Statesmen and heroes, sons of high renown ; 
When, lo ! in Heaven this awful mandate past, 
" To-morrow's dawn be some famed mortal's last !** 
The tidings, to our world officious sent, 
Through Albion's isles on wing of lightning went : 
Impiety, her heart by vipers stung, 
Again blasphemes with loud audacious tongue ; 
Vice stalks abroad, each late retreat forsool^ 
With all her bold effrontery of look: 
But, ah ! while these malignant triumphs show, 
Far other bosoms other feelings know ! 
The Muse in vain conceals her weeping eye, 
And each tear Learning answers with a sigh ; 
Religion starts, though arm*d with tenfold shield, 
And Virtue shrinks, though she disdains to yield : 
«-The arrow sped, Death took bis aim too well, 
The mitred pontiff lived, and Hervxy fell. 
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Mr JAMES HERVEY'S WRITINGS. 



The Reverend Mr James Hervey being now dead» 
yet speaketh to us in his valuable writings ; writings 
which, for importance of subject, weight of argument, 
sublimity of thought, justness of sentiment, and ele- 

Sancc of diction, are equalled by few, and excelled 
y none. 

His strain is truly evangelical ; his method invit- 
ing, entertaining, and edifying ; calculated both to 
profit and to please : and a spirit of meekness, can- 
dour, and modesty, breathes through and beautifies 
the whole. 

His favourite topic is the righteousness and atone- 
ment of the Redeemer, On this he expatiates with 
inexpressible satisfaction, and dwells with rapturous 
delight. By this he *< touches the finest movements 
of the soul, and strikes all the inmost springs of ac- 
tion, with the most persuasive, the most commanding 
energy," and sweetly constrains to the obedience of 
love: 

He ransacks the mansions of the dead, turns the 
grave into a pulpit, and makes putrefaction and mor- 
tality preach lessons to the living. He surveys, with 
Newtonian exactness, the starry expanse^ and the 
countless radiant worlds that roll in the nocturnal 
sky : from these he investigates the glory and perfec- 
tions of the creating and sustaining God ; and from 
%ies^he enhances the wonders of redeeming lo»y^- 
He mounts the believer on the summit of cr' 

VOL. VI. s 
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as upon a stupendous eminence, to enlarge his pro- 
spect, and exalt his conceptions of the majesty and 
glory of that God, who redeemed his church with his 
awn blood. When imagination itself^ with *all the 
assistance of science, is lost in the immensity and aw- 
ful grandeur of the works of nature ; immediately he 
contracts the universe intcyi span, and the enormous 
orbs into fleeting atoms, ot the small dust that re- 
mains in the balance, when the works of redemption 
are brought in view. 

.Thus, he unites the most improved philosopher 
with the sound believer ; and makes reason and na- 
ture subservient to faith and revelation. Whilst be 
allows reason its freest inquiry and fullest scope, be 
gives up with none of the peculiarities of the gospel ; 
but holds forth, with the clearest light, and in va- 
rious points of view» those truths wherein the offence 
of the cr(755 consists. 

May these heavenly doctrines, and precious truths, 
which flowed in such copious, gladdening streams, 
from his lips and pen, be transmitted pure and 
unadulterated to the latest posterity ; and may that 
divine Spirit, which gave them their proper energy 
and influence upon bis heart and life, ever accom- 
pany them to remotest ages ! 



THE END. 
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